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On Mr. HASTINGS, 


UNDER THE ADMINISTRATION OF Lord NorTH. 


Extract of General Letter to Bengal, dated 1 5th December, 
þ 1775: 


On THE Rontitila WAX. 


Par. 2. A* the ſeparate addreſſes of our Governor 
General, and of the majority of Council, 
2 the Court of Directors, and of the latter to our late 
hairman, and Deputy Chairman, are entered upon your 
records, we ſhall — them as proceedings or minutes 
of Council, and as ſuch, reply to thoſe particulars which 
require our obſervation, 2 or determination; and 
herein we ſhall be guided by that equal regard which we 
bear towards every member of your Board, expreſſing our 
approbation of ſuch meaſures as are right, and reprehend- 
ing thoſe which appear to us deſerving of cenſure ; but be- 
fore we proceed to thoſe particulars we think it 5 
communicate the following reſolutions agreed to by a Ge- 
neral Court of Proprietors, held on the 6th inſtant, relative 
to ſundry objects on which you have been divided. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That, notwithſtanding this Court 
hath the higheſt opinion of the ſervices and integrity of 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, and cannot admit a ſuſpicion of 
corrupt motives operating on his conduct, without proof; 
yet they are of opinion, with their Court of Directors, 
that the agreetnent made with Sujah Dowlah for the hire of 
a part of the Company's troops for the reduction of the 
Rohillah country, and the ſubſequent ſteps for carrying on 


that war, were founded on wrong policy, were contrary to 
— repeated, 


the genetal orders of the Company, 
for keeping their troops within the bounds of the provinces, 
and for not extending their territories ; and were allo _ 
trary to.thoſe general principles which the Company wi 
ſhould be ſupported, FR 10 

Vox. I. B SEL Reſolved 


4 
* 


General, or any member or members of Council, 


w 


2 Cenſures of the Directors on Mr. Haſtings, 


| 


' Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Court do agree with 


the opinion of the Court of Directors, that the whole cor- 
reſpondence between the Governor General and Mr, Mid- 
dleton ſhould have been laid before the members of the 
Superior Council, who ought to have received eyery in- 
formation reſpeQting the tranſactions of the Company's 
Agent at Sujah Dowlah's Court, in orcer to regulate their 
conduct at that critical period. | | 

Reſolved, That this Court do agree in opinion with the 


Court of Directors, that it is neceſſary to wait the arrival 


of the Anſon, or ſome further advices from Bengal, before 


a preciſe judgment can be formed relative to the future re- 


ſources of that Preſidency. a 

Reſolved, That this Coun do agree in opinion with the 
Court of Directors, that the meaſure of recalling the troops 
from the Rohillah expedition, as ſoon as it could be done 
with propriety, was agreeable to the ſpirit of the Company's 
general orders; but, conſidering the ſituation of affairs at 


that time between the Company and Sujah Dowlah, and 


other circumſtances, the Court think the recalling them ſo 
haſtily might have been attended with inconveniencies. 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal ; dated 31/0 
| January, 1 776. ; 


 Adjourning the Council, when enguiring into his Condu@. 


Para. 17. THE importance of the queſtion, Whether 
the Governor General 1s legally empowered to diſſolve the 
Council at pleaſure, contrary to the declared ſenſe of the 
majority, is ſo great, that we have judged it proper to ſtate 
the caſe to ſome of the moſt eminent lawyers in this king- 
dom, and to have their opinions, before we finally decide 
thereon ; which opinions we have not yet been able to ob- 
tain. But however the queſtion may be determined reſpect - 
ing the legality of the power, we are clearly of opinion, 


. that it is highly improper that ſuch a power, which may he 
attended with the moſt fatal conſequences, ſhould be exer- 


ciſed by our Governor General, or by any Prefident of our 
Council; and therefore, to prevent further inconvenience, 
and totally to ſuppreſs all claims of this kind in future, it 
Is our expreſs command, that no meeting of our Council 
{the members having been duly ſummoned) ſhall be. diſ- 


ſolved or adjourned by the authority of our Governor Ge- 


neral, or of any Prefident for the. time, being, without the 

conſent of a ay 5 ny of members preſent at every ſuch 

meeting of our ſaid Council. | 
x8. And if it ſhall hereafter happen that the G 


not . 
ing 


4 


Du Lob Noxrh | 3 
ing majority, ſhall think proper to withdraw from the 
Council Board, and leave a majority of the whole Council 
ſitting ; and if ſuch majority ſhall be of opinion that it 
may be neceſſary, and for the good of our ſervice, to pro- 
ceed to the diſpatch of public buſineſs, we hereby direct 
that they continue to fit ſo long (and to adjourn from time 
to time) as they ſhall think it requiſite and for our intereſt 
ſo to do; and that their minutes, reſolutions, and proceed= 
ings, ſhall be recorded in the ſame b»ok and form as would 
have been the caſe if no member had withdrawn. 

i 19. It is our further command, that all orders which 
| ſhall be iſſued by ſuch majority, ſo aſſembled in Council as 
aforeſaid, to any of -our 2 in Bengal, civil or mili- 
tary, be implicitly obeyed in the ſame manner, to all in- 
tents and purpoſes, as though ſuch orders had been autho- 
rized and ſigned by all the members of our ſaid Council. 
20. The heavy charges brought againſt our Governor 
General have impreſſed us with the moſt ſerious concern; 
but the ſtate of this intereſting buſineſs is as yet too imper- 
fectly before us, to enable us to decide thereon at preſent. 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal; dated the 
5th April, 1776. 


For ſuffering his Banyan, Cantoo Baboo, to hold Farms con- 
| trary to Regulation, 


Para. 27. HAVING inveſtigated the charges exhibited 
againſt ſome of the members + pu late adminiſtration, we 
have come to the following reſolutions : 


% Reſolved, That it appears that the conduct of the late 
« Preſident and Council of Fort William, in Bengal, in 
«« ſuffering Cantoo Baboo, the preſent Governor General's 
„ Banyan to hold farms in different Purgunnahs to a large 
amount, or to be ſecurity for ſuch farms, contrary to the 
tenor and ſpirit of the 17th regulation of the Committee 
© of Revenue at Fort William, of the 14th May, 1772, 
« and afterwards relinquiſhing that ſecurity, without ſatis- 
4% faction made to the Company, was highly improper, 
* and has been attended with conſiderable loſs to the Com- 
% pany; that the Governor General and Council be di- 
<«« refed to prepare an exact ſtatement of ſuch loſſes or da- 
„ mages as the Company have ſuſtained by their ſervants 
«+ permitting Cantoo Baboo, and other perſons, to with- 
© draw the ſecurity they had given, and to take the moſt 
effectual meaſures for the recovery of the ſame. And 
there being reaſon to expect, by the next advices, a fur- 
ther inveſtigation and elucidation of thoſe charges which 
«« reſpeR the receiving of preſents by the late nt and 
| 3 1 Council 
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Council at Fort William, as the ſubje& was under con- 
& {jderation of the Governor General and Council. when 
the Anſon left Bengal; and as, in all probability, pro- 
„ ceedings may have been had thereon before the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, that the Court of DireQors do 
_ 4% ſuſpend their final determination on the ſaid charges till 
further lights ſhall enable them to decide thereon with 
66 preciſion. = ON | . 
Reſolved, That it appears that a conſiderable fum of 
* money, has been given by one of the Company's tenants, 
„ for holding the ſalt farms of Selimabad and Duccanſa- 
„ yagepore, in the dictricts of Dacca, over and above the 
* engagements for thoſe farms to the Company, contrary 
* to the letter and {ſpirit of the 11th regulation of the Com- 
«+ mittee, of Revenue of the 14th May, 17723, and that 
„Mr. Barwell has, acknowledged having charged the ſaid 
4 tenant; for his, own uſe, and, the other Gentlemen of 
the Factory, with the amoynt of R. 1, 25, 500, for per- 
„ mitting him to hold the faid farm??? 6 


Peſript to the General Letter: Bengal ; dated 25th Oatber, 
Wy rt WNT 1776. | 


AcczrrAxck oF MR. HasTINGsS's RESHGNATION. 


UPON taking into conſideration a letter lately received 
from Col. Lauehlin Macleane, dated the 1oth inſtant, re- 
preſenting that he was authorized, empowered, and directed 
to ſignify to us the deſire ot Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, to 
reſign his office of Governor General of Bengal, and to 
requeſt our nomination of a ſucceſſor to the vacancy which 
would be thereby occaſioned in the Council there; and it 
having appeared, from an inſpection of tie powers with 
which Mr. Macleane was inveſted from Mr. Haſtings, and 
from collateral teſtimony, in confirmation of. ſuch powers, 
that Mr. Macleane was authorized to fighify to us Mr. 
 Haſftings's defire to reſign his ſaid office, we unanimouſly 
reſolved to accept ſuch reſignation j and thereupon, in con- 
ſequence of the powers delegated by the act of the 14th 
year of his preſent Majefty, did nominate and appoint F - 
ward Wheler. Eſquire, to ſucceed to the office in the Coun- 
cit of Fort Wilham, in Bengal, which would become 
vacant thereby, if ſuch nomination ſhould be approved by 
His Majeſty, to whom a proper memorial and petition was 
1 praying his Majeſty's conſent to ſuch nomina- 

on, agreeable to the directions of the ſaid Act of Par- 
Itament, a copy of which memorial and petition is en- 


cloſed. 
| The 


A 


ban, Lond Nontw DO 


Phe diſpatches by his Majeſty's ſhips of war being un 
expectedly detained, we have the opportunity of acquaint- 
ing you, that Lord Viſcount Weymouth, one of his Ma- 
jeſty's principal Secretaries of State, hath fignified to us by 
his letter, of which we alſo incloſe a copy, that the King 
is graciouſly pleaſed to approve our nomination, and that 
the proper inftruments of his Majeſty's approbation will be 
prepared accordingly for the royal fignature, | ens 
| The ſhortneſs of the time fince we were informed of his 
. Majeſty's pleaſure upon this nomination, will not permit 
our writing more at large at preſent ; but whatever ſhall 
occur to us as necefſary upon this alteration in the admi- 
niſtration of the Preſidency of Bengal, witl be communi- 
cated to you by our next difpatch, a | 
Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, thi 24th 
to $0110-1219119% Data, 29700 5-099 281 17. 2459112 
Tür ConpueT.or Munnxy Brun, &c. Par. 34.—RE- 
' APPOINTMENT OF MAHOMED/RBZA:KHAN, 
) Regt 36; 80 03. 45! "009 ei [8414653 1@, (8 
Para. 34. THE Reſident at the Durbar, who has been 
the principal agent in this buſineſs, could not be ignorant 
of the above reſolution, becauſe he was a member of the 
Committee; and it was the indiſpenfable duty of our Pre- 
ſident and Council not only to have taken care that regular 
and frequent accounts of the advances made by the Refident 
at the Durbar to the Nabob were laid before them, but alſo. 
of the expenditure of his ſtipend, which ſhould have been f 
tranſmitted to us for our information: And we muſt con- * 
clude; that if they had done their duty in this reſpect, ſuch, | 
* unaccountable and extenſive errors could not have happened 
in the accounts, the effects whereof muſt operate to our 
diſadvantage, as we do not find that his ſtipend will enable 
him to diſcharge the debts he has incurred; and when we 
conſider that the large overplus paid to the Nabob has really 
been diſſipated in his infancy, and muſt either be a dead 
loſs to the pany, or tend to diſtreſs him exceedingly, 
by putting under large ſtoppages, though his real wants 
are neceſſarily encreaſing as he grows up to manhood, we 
cannot but manifeſt our reſentment at the conduct of -thoſe 
of our ſervants whoſe remiſſneſs has in this inſtance involved 
both the Company and the Nabob in ſuch great incon- 
veniences. * F 
35. The eaſy prey which the Nabob has been made to 
his menial ſervants, and their utter want of ability, inte- 
grity, and attention, to render him in any degree reſpecta- 
ble, even in the eyes of the natives, are circumſtances that 
have led us to re- conſider our inſtructions to our late Preſi - 
| 8 B 3 dent 
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dent and Council reſpecting Mahmud Reza Khan. We 
were always of opinion that an able oſtenſible Miniſter, 
during the minority of the Nabob, would be neceſſary, and 
late events have but too ſtrongly confirmed us in ſuch opi- 
nion; and as the abilities of Mahmud Reza Khan have 
been ſufficiently manifeſted, as official experience qualifies 
him, for ſo high a ſtation in a more eminent degree than 
any other native with whom the Company has been con- 
need, and as no proofs of mal-adminiſtration have been 
_ eſtabliſhed againſt him, either during the ſtrift inveſtigation 
of his conduct, or ſince his retirement, we cannot, under 
all circumſtances, but approye your recommendation of him 
to the Nabob to conſtitute him his Najb; we are well 
pleaſed that he has received that appointment, and authorize 
you to aſſure him of our favour, ſo long as a firm attach- 
ment to the intereſt. of the Company, and a proper diſ- 
charge of the duties of his ſtation, ſhall render him worthy 
of our protection. | N 
36. We are by no means prepared to decide upon that 
part of your inſſructions, which commits the adminiſtra- 
tion of eriminal juſtice entirely to the ſuperintendance of 
Mahmud Reza Khan, nor of his plan for carrying the ſamę 
into execution ; We obferve it has had your approbation, 
and therefore ſuppoſe it 1s at preſent operating in the coun- 
try ; but whether, in the preſent ſtate of things, ſuch au- 
thority could be legally conferred on Mahomed Reza 
Khan, or whether his inſtructions to his inferior Phowſ- 


© darry officers will claſh with the jwiſdiftion of the Su- 


preme Court, eſtabliſhed by his Majeſty's charter, are 
queſtions of too great importance for us to hazard an haſty 
opinion thereon. We have already laid before bis Majeſty's 
Minifters a collection of ſuch papers as muſt explain our 
embarraſſments, occaſioned by the extenſive 1 of 
the authority and juriſdiction of the Supreme Court of Ju- 
dicature, over natives not in the ſervice of the Company; 
and if any alteration ſhould be made, in conſequence of our 
application or otherwiſe, you will of courſe receive infor- 
mation: In the mean time, copies of your inſtructions to 
Mahomed Reza Khan, and of his plan for the execution 
of criminal juſtice, ſhall be laid before the moſt eminent 
Counſel in this kingdom, in order to obtain their opinions, 
whether any objections ariſe thereto in point of law, which 
Opinions we ſhall tranſmit to you by the earlieſt opportu- 
nity, for your information md future guidance. 


Extract 
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Extratt of the Company's Grneral Letter to Bengal, the 56h 
| February, 177). | 


TxeartyY or PoRUnDeER, Par. 20.—ABUSES IN LETTING 
LaAnDs, AND COLLUSIONS IN-SALT CONTRACTS. 


Para. 20. BY the 48th paragraph of our letter, dated 
15th December, 1775, you were informed of our inten- 
tion, under every circumſtance, to keep all territories and 
poſſeſſions ceded to the Company by Ragobah ; and you 
were directed forthwith to adopt ſuch meatures as might be 
neceſſary for their preſervation and defence. Our letter 
could not be before you at the time of . concluding the 
treaty of Poonah ; but we are extremely concerned to find, 
by the terms of that treaty, that ſo great a ſacrifice has been 
improvidently made, and eſpecially that the important ceſ- 
ſion of Baſſein to the Company by Ragobah has been ren- 
dered of no effect. | 

30. It is with equal ſurprize and concern, that we have 
received your proceedings reſpeRing abuſes which have pre- 
vailed in letting the lands, and colluſions practiſed in form- 
ing contracts for ſalt with the Company, | 


Extract F the Company's General Letter to Bengal, the 4th | 
4 Fuly, 1777- f 


Recar or Ma. Balsrow FROM Oupz, to Par. 36.— 
- Ma. HAsTINGs's PLAN OF MANAGING THE REVENUES. 


Para. 11, UPON the moſt careful peruſal of your pro- 
ceedings of the 2d of December, 1776, relating to the 
recall of Mr. Briſtow from the Court of the Nabob of 
Oude, and the appointment of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton 
to that ſtation, we muſt declare our ſtrongeſt diſapprobation 
of the whole of that tranſaction. , 

12. We obſerve, that the Governor General's motion 
for the recall of Mr. Briſtow includes that for the reſtoration 
of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton ; but as neither of thoſe mea- 
ſures appear to us neceſſary, or even juſtifiable, they cannot 
receive our approbation. 

13. With reſpe& to Mr. Briſtow, we find no ſhadow of 
charge againſt him; it appears that he has executed the or- 
ders of the Board to the entire ſatisfaction even of thoſe 
members of Council who did not concur in his appoint- 
ment. You have unanimouſly recommended him to our 
notice; attention to your recommendation has induced us 
to afford him marks of our favour, and to re-annex the 
emoluments affixed by you to his appointment, which had 
been diſcontinued by ovr order, as we muſt be of 

B 4 opinion 
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opinion, that a perſon of acknowledged abilities, whoſe 
conduct has thus gained him the eſteem of his ſuperiors; 
ought not to be degraded without juſt cauſe, we do not he- 
fitate to interpoſe 1n his behalf; and therefore dire&, that 
Mr. Briſtow do forthwith return to his ſtation of Reſident 
at Oude, from which he has been ſo improperly removed. 
36. In our letter of the 5th of February, 1777, we ex- 
preſſed our apprehenſions that a ſudden tranſition from one 
mode to another, in the inveſtigation and collection of our 
revenues, might have alarmed the inhabitants, leſſened the 
confidence in our proceedings, and been attended with other 
evils; yet as we were led to hope that ſuch information had 
been obtained as would enable us to aſcertain, with a ſuſ- 
cient degree of preciſion, what revenues might he collected 
from the country without oppreſſing the natives, we. felt 
ſome ſatisfa&tion in conſidering thoſe evils as at an end, and 
roceeded to give ſuch inſtructions as appeared to us neceſ- 
125 for your guidance in a future ſettlement of the lands. 
37. In this ſtate of the buſineſs our ſurprize and concern 
were great, on finding, by our Governor Beg we 
of iſt November, 1776, that, after more than ſeven years 
inveſtigation, information is ſtill ſo incomplete as to render 
another innovation, ſtill more extraordinary than any of the 
Former, abſolutely neceflary, in order to the formation of a 
new ſettlement, JV 
38. In 1769, Superviſors were appointed profeſſedly to 
inveſtigate the ſubject. In 1770, Comptrolling Councils 
of Revenue were inſtituted. In 1772, the office of -Naib 
Duan was aboliſhed, natives were diſcarded, and a'Com- 
mittee of Circuit formed, who, we were told, reciſely and 
diſtinctly aſcertained what was neceſſary to be Coup and 
now, in 1777, two junior ſervants, with the affiſtance” of 
a few natives, are employed to collect and digeſt materials, 
which haye already undergone the collection, inſpection, 
and reviſion of ſo many of our ſervants” of all denomina- 
tions. We by no means diſapprove the attempt to obtain 
further information, if it be neceſſary, but are ſorry that 
the conduct of the majority of the Council on the occaſion 
has been ſuch as muſt have our utter diſapprobation. © -* 
39. We ſhould have hoped, that when you knew our ſen- 
timents reſpecting the conduct of our late Adminiſtration, 
in delegating powers to their Preſident, it would have been 
ſufficient to prevent us further trouble on ſuch occaſions; 
but to our concern we find, that no ſooner was our Council 
reduced, by the death of Colonel Monſon, to à number 
which rendered the Preſident's caſting vote of conſequence 
to him, than he exerciſed it to inveſt himſelf with an im- 
proper degree of power in the buſineſs of the Revenue, 
which he could never have expected from other authority. 
: | 40. The 
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40. The Governor General ſtates, in anſwer to General 
Clavering's objection, that there is a clear and ſolid diſ- 
tinction 425 the powers of preparing and thoſe of or- 
2 governing, and managing the revenues; and adds 
that the Council have conferred upon him no authority which he 
did not before legally and conſtitutionally poſſeſs. Without en- 
tering into the Governor General's legal diſtinctions, we 
declare the powers aſſumed by him, with the conſent of 
Mr. Barwell, ſuch as we neither approve, nor can permit 
to be exerciſed by any perſon whatever: We therefore di- 
rect, that no _ controul be henceforth exerciſed by 
the Governor General, nor any order ifſued from any pub- 
lic office, or otherwiſe, in the name of the Governor Ge- 
neral only, except military orders in the garriſon of Fort 
William. | Toad 
41. And we further direct, that no Member of the Board 
be debarred the inſpection of any papers, accounts, or ma- 
terials, which may have been collected, in the firſt in- 
Nance, nor precluded from the exerciſe of that controul 
which is inveſted in him by law, on any account or pre- 
tence whatever... | 
42. The reaſons given by the Governor General, why the 
buſineſs could not be entirely left to the Provincial Coun- 
cils, namely, becauſe it ** required uniformity in deſign, and 
& authority in execution, are totally inadmiſſable. It was 
certainly in your power to render the proceedings of the 
Provincial Councils uniform, and perfectly ſafe to truſt 
them with any degrees of authority which could with pro- 
priety be delegated to _ in the ſervice,” or to any 
officer of this temporary eſtabliſhment. . 
43. And as to arranging the Materials, when tranſmitted 
to Fort' William—if the experience. of the officers of the 
Khalſa has not rendered them capable of executing a work 
of this nature more ſpeedily, and to greater advantage than 
two ſtrangers, be their abilities what they may, we muſt 
declare them unfit for their employments. 
44. The Ray Royan was the regular channel of ſuch 
communications as require the interpoſition of a native, 
$2 not -Gupga Govind Sing, -whoſe diſmiſſion from the 
alcutta Committee had rendered him an improper perſon 
to tranſact affairs of ſuch moment to the Company. | 
45. The Superintendant of the Khalſa Records, 
and Perſian Tranſlator, are pnworthy of their officos, 
if unable to gire& the arrangement of papers ſo imme- 
diately connected therewith; and as we conſider the 
Preparation of materials, upon which a general rent 
roll of the provinces muſt be formed, as interfering 
moſt eſſentially with the ordering and management of the 
ay rammen enn, 
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revenues, we muſt be of opinion that the Members of our . 


Council could not legally relinquiſh their power of imme- 
diate inſpection and ſuperintendance of thoſe materials in 
the firſt inſtance, nor delegate a ſeparate power of future 
controul, in the degree and to the extent now veſted in the 
perſon of the Governor General ; | becauſe though there 
might be no reaſon to expect unfair proceedings in the pre- 
ſent caſe, it was abſolutely neceſſary to guard againſt the 


poſſibility of enabling the Governor General to — 2 
ne- 


or reje& papers or accounts which might be deeem 


ceſſary inſtruments of information by other Members of 


the Council. 
46. In regard to the idea of deputing natives on occa- 


fional inveſtigations, we are really aſtoniſhed at ſuch a pro- 


poſition. If a Committee of Circuit, and Council of Re- 
venue, compoſed of the moſt intelligent and reſpectable 


characters in our ſervice, and armed with all the power of 
the Preſidency, have failed in their attempts to obtain ne- 
ceſſary information, from whence are theſe natives to pro- 
cure it? And if collufions have been practiſed by Members 
of Adminiſtration, when deputed into the diſtricts, what 
reaſon have we to expect that the conduct of native depu- 
ties, who cannot be ignorant of former tranſactions, will 


be found more unexceptionable than that of their ſuperiors ?_ 
It will certainly be allowed, that they. are. liable to . 


temptations, becauſe their report muſt determine, in ſome 
degree at leaſt, the amount of revenue .to be taken from 
thoſe diſtricts which are to be the ſubjeCts of their inveſti- 
gation. 5 555 1 . 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated the 
28th November 1777. WAR | 


Improper Appointment of Commiſſary General, to Par, 24.—Salt 


Balances, to p. 9 —Elephant Contract with Mr. Thack- 
eray, to þ. 49.—Encreaſe of Fees and additional Offices in 
the Supreme Court. Kemiſſion of Cofts recovered from 
Commal ul Dien. 6 


Para. 16. ON your conſultations of the 14th of October 
1776, during the indiſpoſition and abſence of General Cla- 
vering, we obſerve a motion was made by the Governor Ge- 
neral, that Mr, Nathaniel Braſſey Halhed ſhould be appointed 
Commiſſary General. To this motion Mr. Francis very pro- 


perly replied, that though he had no perſonal objection to 


r. Halhed, yet from the nature of the office of Commiſ- 
ſary General, and its inſeparable connexion with the Com- 
mander in Chief, he thought conſiderable weight was due to 


bis opinion; but by the concurrence of Mr. Barwell in the 


Governor 


% 
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Governor General's motion, before the General was con- 
ſulted, it is evident, that whatever might be his ſentiments, 
they could have no other effect than that of being recorded 


for our information. a | 

17. The reaſon affigned by Mr. Barwell for his conduct 
on this occaſion, was, becauſe he could not, confiſtent with 
his principles, decline ſupporting the conſtitutional nomi- 
«© nation of ſervants to the different offices under the Pre- 
“ ſidency by the Governor General; which he affirms to 


have been a power exerciſed by Preſidents of the Council 


ever fince he ſerved the Company, and which power he 


conceives © the Company propoſe ſhould always be exerciſed.” 
18. We are equally ſurprized and concerned to find a 
Member of our Council capable of making ſuch declaration, 
when, by adverting to the 47th article of our inſtructions, 
dated the 29th March, 1774, he would have found, that 
whatever might have been the powers exerciſed by former 
Preſidents of the Council, our Governor General is only 
authorized to nominate the Town or Fort Major; and it is 
expreſſly directed, that ** the Commander in Chief ſhall re- 
«© commend all officers for the flaff; alſo tboſe who ſhall be 
appointed to fill all vacancies in the ſepoy corps; and that the 
% Governor General and Council ſhall pay proper regard to the 
« recommendation of the Commander in Chief.” | 
19. After ſo manifeſt a diſregard of our expreſs. com- 
mands, by the Governor General and Mr, Barwell, we 
cannot wonder at the indignity offered to our Commander 
in Chief, by aſking his opinion in a meaſure which was in 
effe& predetermined; an 9 that opinion without 
vouchſafe ing to aſſign a reaſon for ſo doing, though given 
upon information received from Colonel Daw (whoſe abi- 
lities and experience rendered him perhaps the moſt pro 
perſon in Bengal to be conſulted on the ſubject) that an in- 
timate acquaintance with the uſages of the army was abſo- 
lutely nece for any man who ſhould hold the office. of 
Commiſſary General; however, it does not appear, that 
either the experience of Colonel Daw, or the mortification 


* 


expreſſed by General Clavering, at the idea of our military 
airs relapſing again into diſorder and confuſion, had the 
leaſt weight with the majority of the Board. 

20. In ſtrict conformity with the line of official duty pre- 
ſcribed by our inſtructions, the General named to the 
Board two officers who, as he declared, poſſeſſed all the 

ualifications requiſite for Commiſlary General; but this 
4 rge of his duty was paſſed over with ſilence, and the 
tment of Mr. Halhed finally ſettled, without a ſingle 
on the General's obſervations. 
he Commander in Chief ſays, he could have 

d that the Governor General had thought leſs of 
C5 * 2 Fr . ; 6c obliging 
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* obliging a favourite with a good place, than of filling it 
by a man whoſe peculiar abilities were adapted to the 
tc office,” and we moſt fincerely join the General in 
ſuch -with ; but. as this does not appear to have been the 
caſe, it becomes us to interfere, and remedy the evil imme- | 
diately: We therefore direct, that if the General ſhall ' 
recommend either Mr. Murray, Secretary to'the Board of 
Ordnance, or Captain Kyd, Town Major, the two per- 
ſons whom he has declared duly qualified for the office of 
Commiſſary General, that the perſon ſo recommended be 
forthwith appointed to that office, e. 
24. Another ſubject of altercation at your Board, fince 
the death of Colonel Monſon, is that of Salt Balances. _ - 
25. In the 4th paragraph of your letter per Syren you in- 
form us, that the ſum of 19 lacks of rupees reſerved for the 
diſcharge of Salt Balances, is the amount claimed by thoſe _ 
individuals who had made advances 'to the molungees, or _ 
ſalt makers, at the time when it was reſolved (in 1772) to 
appropriate, for the benefit of the Company, all the ſalt 
made in the ſeveral provinces of Bengal. 


. 
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26. It appears upon the proceedings of our Preſident and 
Council, of the 17th of October, 1768, that on a former 
occaſion the Company had paid claims of this nature to the 
amount of rupees 5, 33,045, which was to be reimburſed by * 
an increaſe of revenue. The payment was real; but the 
Preſident and Council obſerve, that the reimburſement was 
fiaitious, becauſe the Company might have increaſed the 
Khallary revenue, without diſcharging the incumbrance 
occaſioned by former balances. * '' © Y 
27. Convinced of the impropriety of ſubjecting the 
Company to inconveniences and loſſes of this nature, and in 
order to prevent them effectually in future, the Board, in 
1768, unanimouſly agreed, amongſt other regulations, that 
in conſideration of the heavy balances due from the molun- 
gees to the merchants on account of the preceding year's 
advances, the merchants ſhould have the preference of the 
molungees ſervices for that ſeaſon (meaning 1769); but 
that the molungees ſhould not be liable to be called upon 
for any balances whatever after the expiration of that 
ſeaſon. | 2 Pa 
28. In our letter of the 31ſt of January, 1776, after no- 
ticing what happened reſpecting the evaſion of the above 
regulation in 1771, in the caſe of Mr. Reed, we ſtated the 
reaſon why we thought the claims of former ſalt merchants, 
for balances from the molungees, ought not to be ſatisfied b 
the Company ; namely, becauſe we did not find, that by 
any proceedings of the Governor and Council, the ſpecific 
injqnctions, which prohibit demands being made on the mo- 
lungees for old balances, had been ſet aſidè or repealed ; and 
ny e 
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e alſo cautioned you to attend carefully to all the eircum- 
GR of former regulations, before you admit claims 
which might ſubject the Company to the payment of money 
on account of ſuch balances. 4 

29. We find, however, on your conſultation of the 8th 
of October, 1776, the Governor Generaldeclares his opinion, 
that the Company ought tocharge themſelves with the amount 
of thoſe balances, when diveſted of accumulation of inte- 
reſt, ſupplies. of proviſions, and other articles, by which 
debts 4 this kind have been ſwelled to the moſt exorbitant 
amount ; and he gives as a reaſon for his opinion, that it 
was for the benefit of the Company that the molungees 


were diſabled from diſcharging their balances, or rather the 


merchants prevented from receiving the equivalent of them, 
by. the profits ariſing from the produce of the labour of 


the molungees. 


30. This acknowledgement of the Governor General, 


that the balances have been ſwelled (to uſe his own phraſe) 


by ** arts of this kind,” conveys to us a very unfayourable 
idea of the conduct of the claimants, and renders it, in our 
opinion, very doubtful, whether they would be juſtly en- 


' titled to any compenſation whatever, either from the mo- 


lungees or the Company, even ſuppoſing the regulations of 
1768 had never been formed. And as to the benefits de- 


rived to the Company, we have our doubts, whether, ex- 


cluſive of intereſt upon advances of agency, and of all 
other expences which have attended the ſalt buſineſs ſince 
the new regulation took place, the net profits brought to 
the Company's treaſury would be more than equal in 
amount to the ſum claimed by the merchants in diſcharge 
of their old balances; and if ſo appropriated, the Com- 
pany's advantages on ſalt, which have been held out to us 
in a light ſo favourable by our late adminiſtration, would 
again be reduced to a 2 reuenue. | 

31. The minutes of General Clavering and Mr. Francis, 
in anſwer to the, Governor General, manifeſt an attention 
to the Company's intereſt which does them much honour, 
and leaves us little to add on this ſubject; but as the Go- 
vernor General allows, that if it ſhall appear that the regu- 
lation of the 7th of October, 1768, was made public, and 
in ſuch a manner as was zequiſite to give it the effect of a 
legal ſanction, it muſt of courſe invalidate all claims made 
in cantradiction thereto, we ſhall add one word reſpecting 
the promulgation of the ſaid regulation. 

32. At the time when this regulation took place, Mr. 


| Becher held the office of Collector General, and conſe- 


2 had the ſuperintendance of the Purgunnahs near the 
reſidency; Mr. Sykes was Reſident at the Nabob's court 
at Moorſhedabad, zud Mr. Rumbold was Chief at 7 75 

as | | | 37. The 


14 cCuſures of the Directors on Mr. Haſtings, 


33. The Collector General was preſent at the Council 
Board when the regulation was formed , it was nevertheleſs 
directed, that he ſhould be furniſhed with an officral copy 
of the conſultation, in order that he might iſſue the ſame 
in the diftrits under his inſpection; and Mr. Becher de- 
clares, in his letter of the 11th of March, 1769, that in 
conſequence of the reſolutions of the 7th of October, regard- 
ing the conduct of the inland trade in ſalt, the neceſſary 

ublications had been iſſued throughout the diftrifts under 
bis management; and that from a reviſal of the extract of 
that day's proceedings, his ſucceſſor could be at no loſs as to 
what might be further needful to be done. a 
34. The jth of October, 1768, the Governor and 
Council alſo tranſmitted copy of their plan to Mr. Sykes 
at Moorſhedabad, and to Mr. Rumbold at Patna; the for- 
mer was defired carneltly to recommend it to the Nabob's 
Miniſter to adopt them, and the latter enjoined to pay the 
ſtricteſt regard and attention thereto. 9 5 
35. With theſe authorities before us, we are really con- 
cerned to find it aſſerted by the Governor General, that the 
orders of 1768 * were never made public nor enforced.” If 
this aſſertion be true, how ſhall we ever be able to give 
credit to what we read in minutes of Council? And if the 
orders were actually publiſhed, how ſhall we account for the 
Governor's aſſertion, or indeed for his attempt to invalidate 
them, in his comment upon the ſubſequent act of the, 
Board, in 1771, which Godin intended to afford indi- 
viduals .an advantage againſt the Company, in matters of 
property, -to ſo great an amount ? wh 
6. Under the above circumſtances, we have the ſatiſ- 
faction to find, that Mr. Francis declares himſelf convinced 
that the claims. in queſtion ** cannot be ſupported in a 
court of juſtice ;”* that he denies the right of the claiin- 
ants ; and that unleſs new facts be produced, of which he 
is ignorant, he conſiders the argument urged in our letter 
of 311t of January, 1776, againſt admitting ſuch claims, as 
unanſwerable; that 9 Clavering has, in our opinion, 
fully refuted the Governor General's arguments, reſpecting 
the declaration of the Board in 1771, and declared it his 
reſolution to proteſt againſt every meaſure which may tend 
to fatisfy theſe extraordinary claimants for 9 part of the 
debt pretended to be due to them. We earneftly hope that 
the attention of the General and Mr. Francis to our intereſt 
on this occaſion will have the deſired effect, and prevent the 
Governor General and Mr. Barwell from proceeding fur- 
ther in the buſineſs. And it is our expreſs direction, that 
no money be paid by you on account of ſalt balances, until 
Fou ſhall have obtained our licence for ſuch payment, unleſs 
the claimants ſhall eſtabliſh their claims by law, which we 
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believe to be impoſſible. But ſhould this be | 
and a verdi® at any time be obtained in the Supreme Court 
of Judicature, it is our order that you appeal to his Majeſty 
in Council, in every ſuch caſe where the amount ſhall war- 
rant an a 2 | 

37. A further inſtance, in which the conduct of the Go- 
vernor General and Mr. Barwell, as a majority of the 
Board, appears to us not only improper, but highly repre- 
henfible, is that of rejecting the advice of our 1 
Counſel, and refufing to concur in filing a bill of diſcovery 
to oblige Mr. Thackeray to declare who. were the perſons 
concerned with him in furniſhing the Company with ele- 

hants. | 
: 38. We obſerve that our late Preſident ſtates to the 
Council, in conſultations of the 6th of September, 1774, 
that the farmers of Sylhet had made a tender to him of about 
66 elephants, at 1000 rupees each; that the Board eſteemed 
it an advantageous offer, and accepted the elephants under 
certain conditions. | 

39. We find that the farm of Sylhet was granted by the 
Committe of Circuit; that the Company's advance to the 
farmers of Sylhet, of 33,000 s for elephants, was 
received by one of the Members of that Committee. It has 
however ſince appeared, that the oſtenſible farmers, or per- 
ſons named in the Committe's ſettlement, never exifled, 
and that Mr. Thackeray, the Company's Refident at Syl- 
"het, was the real farmer, under fictious names. 

40. The circumſtances which more immediately claim 
our attention are, the Company's Agent, who was to 
receive the elephant's from the ſuppoſed farmers (but in 
reality from Mr. Thackeray) was appointed by himſelf; 
that when the elephants were — by Mr. Thackeray's 
agent at Patna, it is ſtated that they were unfit in every 
reſpeR for ſervice; that ſome died on the firſt day's march; 
and that only 16 out of 66 ſurvived the march from Duna- 
pore to Belgram, the place of their deſtination. 

41. From theſe and other circumſtances the majority of 
our Council, before the death of Colonel Monſon, thought 
2 to put ſuch queſtions to Mr. Thackeray as might 

ead to a diſcovery, whether any colluſion had been prac- 
tiſed, or improper influence uſed by perſons in power to 
induce the Council at Patna to accept elephants in the con- 
dition above-deſcribed, ſo much to the damage of the Com- 
pany. To their queſtions Mr. Thackeray made evaſive 
anſwers, and in ſhort refuſed to give the deſired ſatisfaction; 
whereupon the Board reſolved, that the balance claimed by 
Mr. Thackeray ſhould not be paid by the Company. 

42. As Mr. Thackeray was the Company's Nelldent at 
Sylhet, and has — that the Company's Au 
. ho 
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who was to "receive the elephants from the ſuppoſed far- 
mers, was appointed by himſelf, and as the elephants were 
delivered at Patna in a ſtate unfit for ſervice, we deem the 
ueſtions put to him by General Clavering, Colonel Mona 
fo and Mr. Francis, not only proper, but abſolutely 
neceſſary. : | 44 eier eke 
43. The reaſons aſſigned by Mr. Thackeray for with- 
holding information from the Board were, becauſe, having 
given his word and honour that he would not divulge par- 
ticulars, he might, by breaking his promiſe, | forfeit the cha- 
racter of = a man of principle and honour,” and ſuffer in the 
opinion of his friends. Theſe reaſons appear to us very 
extraordinary, when urged by a man whoſe duplicity had 
juſt been manifeſted ; who had, to uſe the Governor Ge- 
neral's words, been convicted of having ſecretly obtained 
the farm of Sylhet, ander fifitious titles, and puniſhed for 
% that offence,” Nor are we able to reconcile the Governor 
General's tenderneſs for Mr. Thackeray's honour and deli- 
cacy with his own further declaration, that' from the above 
tranſaction Mr. Thackeray had been “ unanimouſly and 
„ juſily condemned.” | Av Lg: 
44. Your letter of the 19th of December informs us, 
that the Supreme Court had paſſed a decree in favour of 
Mr. Thackeray for rupees 29,000, and coſts of ſuit, and 
* that you had ordered the money to be paid. | 
45. We obſerve that our Attorney.was ſerved with notice 
of trial the 14th November, about twenty days after the 
death of Colonel Monſon ; and to our coſt we find, that 
the majority of Council, conſiſting then of the Governor 
General and Mr. Barwell, inſtead of preparing for a proper 
defence, deſerted the cauſe, and thereby ſubjected the 
Company to the payment of the money. 
46. The amount of the Company's loſs on this occafion 
is not the principal object of conſideration ; but when we 
find it ſuggeſted by General Clavering, that the cauſe was 
loſt by “4 moſt ſhameful deſertion'? on the part of the de- 
' fendants, whoſe duty it certainly was to guard our pro- 
perty ; that not a ſingle witneſs was produced on the part 
of the Company, we are induced to think, with the Be. 
neral, that a majority of the Board, though they may not 
chuſe to make a formal order on the treaſury to ſatisfy un- 
juſt claims, may nevertheleſs encourage ſuits to be jnſtituted 
in the Supreme Court, overrule the opinion of the Com- 
pany's Counſel, prevent their attornies from adopting the 
beſt mode of defence, ſuffer verdicts to be given againſt the 
Company, and ſhelter themſelves under ſuch verdicts, in 
diſpoſing of our property to individuals. 6. 
 47- Mr. Farrer not only gave his opinion fully and 
clearly againſt the poſſibility of Mr. Thackeray's recovering 
4 | ; the 
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the money by a ſuit at law, but alſo declared, that in every 
part of the tranſaction, from the origin to the cloſe, he 
perceived ſuch ſtrong marks of fraudulent miſrepreſentation 
and concealment, that it ſeemed to him eſſential to juſtice, to 
inveſtigate the matter to the bottom, by a bill of diſcovery ; 
that forbearance would be to ſuffer, in matters of propert 
thoſe'things to be concealed under a falſe idea of honour ind 
principle in one of the — concerned, which the juſtice 

of the caſe required to be revealed. And we are ſoiry to 
obſerve, that by the death of Colonel Monſon, the Gover- 
nor General and Mr. Barwell, though trifling, became fuf- 
ficient to ſet afide the moſt ſolemn opinion of our Counſel 
in a matter which concerned the Company's property, and 
which opinion appears to us equally juſt and judicious. 

48. Upon the whole of this tranſaction, as we fully ap- 

ve the conduct of General Clavering and Mr. Francis, 
cauſe it has been, in our opinion, highly meritorious, ſo 
we are compelled to declare; that the behaviour of our Go- 
vernor General and Mr. Barwell has, in this inſtance, been 
highly improper, and inconſiſtent with their duty. 

49. In the 31 article of our inſtructions, dated the 29th 
March, 1774, we recommended the ſtricteſt frugality in 
your approval of ſalaries to be paid by the Company to the 
officets of the Supreme Court of 2 Upon the 
receipt of your advices, ſpecifying the amount of fees and 
falaries appointed and annexed to the ſaid officers, we ex- 
preſſed our opinion, that they were very high, but acquieſced 
therein for the preſent; ſuggeſting however, our hopes, that 
in caſe any alteration ſhould take place, you would not 
agree to any plan that ſhould not be formed with more 
ceconomy, until you ſhould have tranſmitted the ſame to 
us for our final determination. 8 

50. The 11th paragraph of your letter of the rath of 
February, 1777, informs us, that the Judges had ſent you 
a l iſt of/additional offices, and a propoſal to increaſe the fees 
to other particular offices already eſtabliſhed ; and to our aſto- 
niſhment we find, that you have approved the propoſal of 
the Court, and granted your conſent to the increaſe of fees 
and additional eſtabliſhments. | 
51. And here we have to lament, that the fame majority 
of Council, whoſe conduct we bave fo juſtly cenſpred, 
have again exerciſed their authority in manifeſt diſtegard of 
the intimations given in our inſtruftions, and in oppoſition 
to the moſt unayſwerable arguments urged to the contrary 
by General Clavering and Mr. Francis, who had alſo pro- 
teſted againſt the unreaſonable and exceffive ſalaries and 
emoluments, as eſtabliſhed by the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, for the officers of that Court art its 
firſt inſtitution ; 

Vor. I, ; C | 52, We 
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52. We obſerve it ſtated by Mr. Francis, that the ſala · 
ries of the officers of the Court, excluſive of the Judges 
themſelves, as they ſtood before the late addition, amount 
to current rupees 1, 23, 436, beſides their fees. To this 
muſt be added houſe rent, at the rate. of current rupees 
4,428 per annum, and contingent charges, which are inde- 
finite. It is now propoſed to hire another houſe, which he 
concludes will not be done for leſs than 500 rupees a month; 
and he ſtates the expence of the new 5 ſalaries at up- 
wards of 32,000 rupees per annum, beſides the additional 
allowance of fees. 3 

53. When we conſider this profuſion of expence, we 
cannot but expreſs our concern, that the power of granting 
away our property in perpetuity ſhould have devolved upon 
perſons, whoſe compliance to the Court has, in our opinion, 
greatly exceeded their attention to the intereſt of the Com- 

any. - | 
, = After trifling with our ſubſtance in the manner above 
ſtated, we are not ſurpriſed at your conſenting to forgive 
Cumal ul Dien his 10 of ſuits. Indeed the intimation of 
the Chief Juſtice convinces us, that had you withheld your 
conſent, the Company would not have been benefited - 


thereby; but as we regard the example as a dangerous pre- 


cedent, and the remiſſion of coſts to Cumal ul Dien as an 
encouragement to other natives to. tread in his ſteps, we 
cannot but approve the oppoſition given to the meaſure by 
General Clavering and Mr. Francis, upon the grounds ſet 
forth in their minutes, on conſultation the 4th of February, 
1777 ; aud we conſider it as another inſtance of the faithful 
diſcharge of their duty to the Eaſt India Company. 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 
zoth Fanuary, 1778. 


Petition of Muckerjee againſt Mr. Batemen, to Par. 60,—Mr, 
Haſftings's Plan of annual Huſftabood by native Aumeens, 
to p. 64.— Addition to the Setretary's Salary, p. 64.— 
Recal of Mr. Fowke from Benares, p. 65.—lrregularity 
in the Acts of Council, p. 69. | ? 


Par. 50. THE petition of Monſhur Muckerjee, ſtiled 
the diſmiſſed farmer of Currickpore and Mongheer, pointed 
out to our particular notice in your revenue letter per Syren, 
exhibits another inſtance of loſs to the Company, occafioned 
by that duplicity which has been praftiſed by our ſervants 
during the late adminiſtration, in the letting and holding of 
lands and farms in Bengal, + 
_ $1. We find the circumſtance which occafioned Mucker- 
zee's petition, was a.complaint made by the Roy 2 

| , | | at 
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that a balance of 193000 rupees was due from him, as the 
diſmiſſed farmer of Currickpore and Mongheer, and that 


the Khalſah Peons had been ſent to demand the money; 


but were interrupted by Mr. Wodfworth. To this charge 
Mr. Wodfworth, who had been an aſſiſtant at Mongheer, 
replies, that the Roy Royan muſt have been miſinformed, 
becauſe Dendoo Bahader and Kerperam Roy were the two 
farmers diſmiſſed from Currickpoie and Mongheer; and 
that the fact was too notorious to be doubted. Muckerjee 
alſo declares, on his examination, that he was Mr. Bate- 
man's ſervant, and not the farmer of the diſtricts in queſ- 
tion; that Mr. Bateman was collector, Dundoo Bahadar 
farmer of one pergunnah, and Kerperam of the other; 
and that at Mr. — requeſt, he (Muckerjee) became 
ſecurity for payment; that he never ſaw Dundoo Bahader ; 
that Kerperam was one of his own people; that he believes 
no ſuch man as Dundoo Bahader exiſts in Bengal; and that 
he was ſecurity only for Mr, Bateman, That Mr. Bate- 
man gave 1n propoſal | 
and Kerperam ; that ſeals were cut in the above-mentioned 
names, and affixed to the cabooleats by Mr. Bateman's 
Moonſhy, who wrote the cabooleats, and always kept the 
ſeals in his own hands; that Mr. Bateman had the poſſeſ- 
fion, and enjoyed the profit of the farms, and paid him 
200 rupees per month as his muttaſuddie ; that Mr. Bate- 
man told him Dundoo Bahader and Kerperam were only 
nominal perſons ; that on aſking Mr. Bateman if the two 
rgunnahs were his ewn, he replied, that he had one ſhare 
in Mongheer, and Mr. Vanſittart two ſhares; but that he 
was the ſole proprietor of Currickpore ; that the mahals or 
diſtricts, having been put under the Council at Moorſhe- 


dabad, Mr. Baber told the petitioner, that Mr. Bateman 
was not to receive the profits that year; but that they | 


(meaning the ſaid Council) were to receive the advantages 


arifing therefrom ; and that Mr. Baber propoſed his con- 


tinuing in the mahals; and that he ſhould give him a teep 
for 10,000 rupees, which he declined, but to which he 
afterwards conſented. | 


52. The orders of your Board on -the occaſion were, 
that a copy of Muckerjee's petition ſhould be tranſmitted , 


to Mr. Bateman, and ſo much of it to Mr. Baber as had 
relation to that gentleman, and that his anſwer thereto 
ſhould be required; but, to our aſtoniſhment, we find Mr. 
Barwell objects to this mode of admitting on the records 


matter of a tendency foreign to the public buſineſs, ſtating, 


as reaſons for his objection, that the wiſdom of the legi- 
flature having eſtabliſhed a juriſdiftion that alone is compe- 
tent for the cognizance of all private claims and demands 


s under the ſeals of Dundoo Bahader 


* 


if any thing was intended againſt Mr, Baber, further thath, 


babe the 


— 
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the mere introduction of his name in an odious manner, 

your Board was not the tribunal to give redreſs; that 

though your time and attention might be diverted from 

public buſineſs; and broke in upon by the introduction of 
matter calculated to anſwer the partial reſentments of indi- 

; viduals, you muſt revert to the buſineſs of the public; and 
of courſe could not paſs through a tedious and accurate 

_ examination, to cleat aſperſed characters, or, if not aſperſed, 
to relieve the injured. For which reaſon, and that your 
records miglit not become a channel of villification, as he 
ſtiles it, he was againſt admitting any claims of individual 
againft individual. He therefore m6ves, that Monſhur 
Muckerjee be told, that if there be juſtice in his repreſen- 
tations againſt Mr. Baber, he muſt apply to the Court of 
Judicature, and prove his claim before that court, where 
alone matters of private property can be decided ; that if he 
does this, the demand will be made upon Mr. Raber in a 
regular manner, and Mr. Baber will have an opportunity 

of controverting the pretenſions of the claimant. 

53- We have been thus particular in ſtating Mr. Bar- 
well's objection and motion, becauſe we conceive them to 
have been contrary to the letter and ſpirit of the 35th article 
of our general inſtructions, which expreſsly directs, that 
you cauſe the ſtricteſt enquiry to be made into all oppreſ- 
ſions committed againſt natives or Europeans, and into all 
abuſes which may have prevailed in the collection of the 
revenues, or in any part of the civil government; and that 
you communicate to us all the information you may be able 
to obtain relative thereunto. Suppoſing, therefore, for a. 
moment, that Muckerjee's petition had proved utterly un- 
true; that Mr. Bateman had not, in the ſmalleſt degree, 

been concerned in the farms of Mongheer and Currickpore ; 
that Mr. Baber was perfectly innocent of receiving the 
teep One fact was nevertheleſs indiſputable, namely, 
that the diſtrifts were 1 3,000 rupees in arrear; and the ſup- 
poſed farmer having declared himſelf not the farmer, but 
the ſervant of the vollector, and therefore refuſed payment, 
. certainly the admitting of his reaſons for ſuch refuſal upon 
your proceedings was ſtrictly regular, and the only pro 
channel by which you could communicate to us the infor- 
mation required by our general inftruftions; nor do we 
conceive that, confiſtently with your duty, you could poſ- 
fibly have ſuppreſſed them. | a 
54. We are ſorry to obſerve, that a motion ſo very extra- 
ordinary ſhould be approved by our Governor General. 
We agree with the other Members of our Council, that the 
reſolution, if carried, would have been equal to a denial of 
Juſtice; that it would have put a ſtop to complaints againſt 
Company's ſervants, and would have ſuppreſſed the diſeo- 
— 7 A very 
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very of all abuſes, whether paſt or to come, becauſe no 
inveſtigation of ſuch complaints could ever have taken 
place; and therefore we cannot but approve the condu@ of 
the majority in overruling the motion. " 

55. It ſeems the Council at Patna had the letting of 
Mongheer and Currickpore; and Mr. Bateman pretends 
that, on account of former troubles and inconveniencies, 
there was no perſon to be found that would engage for the 
above farms; for which reaſons, and to fave the charges of 
collection, and the riſk of balances, Mr, Vanſittart requeſted 
him to take them, and that Mr. Vanſittart had no private 
concern whatever in the farms : but ſurely, if no more was 
meant by Meſſrs. Vanſittart and Bateman than to render 
the Company a ſingular ſervice, and to free them from ex- 
pences, there could be no neceſſity for ſubſtituting fiditious 
names to cover ſo meritorious a tranſaction. Mr. Baber's 
reply was received before that of Mr. Bateman. We obſerve 
he denies the charge, and ſays the man was a farmer of Mong- 
heer and Currickpore; but he mentions one additional cir- 
cumſtance of ſome conſequence to the Company, namely, 
that the Vackeel had, during the time of the Collector, 
petitioned far a deduction of 11, ooo yy which was 
admitted by the Council at Patna, and finally allowed by 
the Prefident and Council at Calcutta; but, indeed, if 
collectors can ſo far forget their duty as to become farmers 
under fictitious names, and if Chiefs of Provincial Coun- 
cils recommend it to them to take farms, we cannot wonder 
that petitions for abatements ſhould be numerous, nor that 
ſuch petitions ſhould meet with ſucceſs, 

56. We find it acknowledged by Mr. Bateman, that he 
actually took the farms in the names ſpecified by the pe- 
titioner ; that thoſe names were. merely nominal ; that he 
himſelf propoſed Muckerjee for ſecurity ; and that Mucker- 
jee was at that time his ſervant. We therefore do not he- 
ſitate to declare, that we pay no regard to the future decla- 
rations of Mr. Batemen reſpecting Muckerjee, but hold him 
alone reſponſible to us for the unpaid balances of the third 
year's rents, and alſo for the abatement of 11,000 rupees, 
if made during that period; and ue therefore direct that 
you forthwith adjuſt the ſaid account on this principle, and 
demand the amount of Mr. Bateman. Op LE 

7. And if Mr. Bateman ſhall refuſe or neglect to pay 
fuck ſums as you, may think we have an equitable right to, 
receive from him, it is our order, that you inſtitute a ſuit. 
againſt him for the amount, in the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature; and if judgment ſhall be given agaiaſt the Com- 
pany, in ſuch caſe we direct that you appeal. to his Majeſty 


in his Privy Council. | 
| C3 60. Out 
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60. Our letter dated the 4th of July, 1977, contained 
our diſapprobation of the Governor General's ſcheme'for a 
new inveſtigation of the previnces, by the deputation of 
native Aumeens into the diſtricts. We now read on your 

roceedings, that Nundololl, one of thoſe Aumeens, has 
2 furniſhed with a guard of fifty ſepoys from Dacca, 
without the knowledge of the Commander in Chief; and 
from your debates relative to the power of the ſaid Aumeens, 
it appears that Nundololl has allo deputed ſubordinate Au- 
meens, for whoſe. protection the Governor General ſeems 
to think part of this military force might be neceſſary. We 
confeſs ourſelves alarmed at theſe proceedings, and more 
ſo when we conſider that Zemindars, and other reſpectable 
inhabitants of a country, from which the Company and the 
nation draw immenſe advantages, ſhould be liable to vexa- 
tious inquiſitions, and even to the poſſibility of ſuffering 
abuſes and grievous oppreſſions from other natives, veſted 
with an authority which we utterly diſapproved, before we 
could have the opportunity of preventing ſuch abuſes. 

61. As the whole of the meaſure is equally repugnant to 
our ideas of humanity and of ſound policy, we have only 
to add, that if one part of the Governor General's plan be 
more exceptionable than the reſt, it is that order which 
enjoins the Provincial Chief and Council,” “on any com- 
«« plaint made by any Aumeen, to ſupport and enforce 
the authority of the ſaid Aumeens, by compelling the 
attendance of ſuch native revenue officers as the Aumeens 
might require, and by arreſting and puniſhing thoſe who 
ſhould dare to oppoſe or diſobey what is ſtiled by the Go- 
vernor General and Mr. Barwell the orders of government 
in thoſe inſtances, | 

64. We diſapprove the addition of 600 rupees. per month, 
made to the Secretary's ſalary z we think 1,200 rupees per 
month, and the fees and emoluments of the office, as men- 
tioned by General Clavering, a very ſufficient income for 
the Secretary of the Revenue Department, and alſo for 
thoſe officers whoſe ſalaries have been lately regulated 
thereby; we therefore direct, that the ſaid addition be diſ- 
continued immediately upen the receipt of theſe our or- 
. 35 
65. In your ſecret letter of the 19th of December, 1976, 
— inform us, that the purpoſes for which Mr. Francis 

owke was appointed to proceed to Benares being fully 
accompliſbed, you had annulled his commiſſion, and ordered 
him to the Preſidency. Bat it appears by your letter of the 
6th of January, 1777, that in leſs than twenty days you 
thought proper to appoint Mr. Thomas Graham to reſide 
at Benares, and Mr. Daniel Octavus Barwell to be his 


afhitanr. s 


* 


| Under Loxp NorrTH. 23 
69. The mode adopted the 14th of March, 1777, by 


the Governor General, of introducing motions agreed to 
by Mr. Barwell, and not waiting to take the official opi- 
nions of the other Members of the Board, before ſuch mo- 
tions were allowed to become acts of government, appears 
to us ſo new and extraordinary, and ſo deſtructive of the 
freedom of debate, that we are at a loſs to conceive how 


the Governor General could venture upon the meaſure; - 


we ſhall in this place only declare, that it has our utter 
diſapprobation, and that we will endeavour, by another 
conveyance, to eſtabliſh ſuch regulations as ſhall, if poſ- 
ible, effectually prevent the like proceedings in future. 


Extract of the Company's General Letter io Bengal; dated 4th 
| March, 1778. | 


|| © Fab of the Ship Abbirahem. 


18. ALTHOUGH we find the cargo of the ſhip Eail 
of Aſhburnham has received conſiderable damage, we muſt 
- ſuſpend our remarks on that circumſtance till the amount 
of ſuch damages can be aſcertained ; but as your proceed- 
ings relative to the taking up of that ſhip are completely 
before us, and appear in ſeveral inſtances very exception- 


able, we proceed to examine the neceſſity of the meaſure, 


your different opinions thereon, the terms granted to the 
owners, and the conduct of our Board of Trade reſpecting 
the whole of this extraordinary. tranſaction. . 
19. The 19th of Auguſt, 1776, you wrote to the Go- 


vernor,and Council of Bombay, informing them that fix 


ſhips would be ſcarcely ſufficient for your inveſtment ; that 
our ſervants at Fort St. George wanted four; that yo 
could allot them but three, and therefore you Orr 
that the Latham might be diſpatched to you ſo ſoon as con- 
venient, according to her original deſtination. Th 
20. The 7th October, before the receipt of your letter 
at Bombay, the Preſident and Council had addreſſed you 


on the ſubject. At that period they had received no inti- 


mation from you, or from Fort St. George, that tonnage 
was wanted, and therefore, having ſufficient cargoes for two 
ſhips, they informed you that they ſhould return the La- 
tham directly to Europe, and propoſed diſpatching her 
carly in November. p | 
21. On your conſultation of the gth December, imme- 
diately after your entry of the above advice from Bombay, 
we find an addreſs from Meſſrs. Crofts, Killican, Robin- 
ſon, and Grant, Proprietors of the ſhip, Earl of Aſhburn- 
ham, offering to freight her to England on the Company's 
count. N | 

8 QC 4 22. Theſs 
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22. Theſe circumſtances bein communicated to the 


Board of Trade, with your requeſt to be informed if ano- 


ther ſhip would be wanted for the inveſtment, they ac- 


- quaint you, that they were confirmed in their expectation 


of fix full cargoes ; that they thought it for the Company's 
intereſt that the Aſhburnham ſhould be employed; and they 
recommend it to be effected without loſs of time. | 
23. The propoſals of the owners were, to be paid for 
716 tons certain, and for as much more as the ſhip might 


carry, after the rate of . 22 10s. 12 ton, provided the 


Company ſhould maintain and ſend back the laſcars, or 
L. 25 per ton, if thoſe charges were defrayed by the 


OWNners. 


24. Having ſubmitted the propoſals to the Board of | 


Trade, and received their opinion thereon, you all agree, 
except General Clavering, on conſultation the 1 3th of 
January, to take vp the Aſhburnham. | 

25. The Governor General was of opinion, that there 
was an apparent inconſiſtency in the conduct of the Board 
of Trade in reducing the freight, but Mr. Barwell ſeems 
to have conſtrued, the reſolution of the Board of Trade 
favourably for the owners, by,declaring that there was no 
reduction made in the freight. * ; a 

26. At this critical period a letter arrived from Bombay, 
in reply to yours of the 19th of Auguſt, informing you, 
that as the Latham's lading was nearly completed when 
they received your requiſition, it would have been very in- 
convenient to have altered her deſtination ; but that, in or- 


der to ſupply tonnage for Coaft and Bay, they would return the 


Hetlor immediately to Fort St. George; and therefare you might 
detain, for your own inveſtment, one of the ſhips intended to 
have been ſent to that Preſidency. g ; 
27. This letter arrived with you the gth of January; 
vpon the receipt thereof General Clavering recommended 
to the Governor General to take immediate meaſures with 
the Board of Trade for breaking off the negociation for 


the Earl of Aſhburnham ; but hearing nothing further on 


the ſubject, the next day the Ge , fearing it might have 
eſcaped the Governor's memory, /craved leave to repeat his 
application for that purpoſe. E {ot 
28. The Governor acknowl: the General's recom- 
mendation did not eſcape his memory, but that he found, 
on enquiry, it was too late, as the owners of the Aſhburnham 
had received notification of the Board's reſolution before 
the Bombay letter was returned from circulation. | 


29. At this conſultation Mr. Francis informed you, 
that, notwithſtanding it had been recommended to you to 
take up an additional ſhip for the inveſtment of the feaſon, 
the Captain of the Triton had made repeated applications 
＋ 
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to the Board of Trade for 40 tons of ſurplus, 
which had not been complied with, and which fact he 
defired might be commynicated to us by the ſhip then un- 
der diſpatch, | : | 1 
o this requeſt, of Mr. Francis the Governor Ge- 
neral objected, becauſe he did not allow the information to be 
regularly before the' Board ; and Mr, Barwell concurred in 
the Governor's objection. They conſent, indeed, that 
the repreſentatian of Mr. Francis may be ſent to the Board 
of Trade, and have no objection to our being addreſſed on 
the ſubje& when completed; but theſe propoſals were de- 
clined by Mr. Francis, becauſe he found it impoſſible to 
receive an official anſwer from the Board of Trade in time 
to go home b Rp py 2 . | 
3. The Governor General's anſwer to General Cla- 
vering, that the owners had received notification of your 
reſolution before the Bombay letter was returned from cir- 
culation, leads to an inveſtigation which convinces us that 
the intereſt of individuals, rather than that of the Com- 
— — ze object in taking up the ſhip Earl of Aſh- 
rnham. | 
32. As the Secretary's notification to the owners was 
made in writing, it ought to have been entered, but we do 
not find it in your proceedings. 271 02. 
33. The anſwer-of the owners is dated the 1oth of Ja- 
nuary ; it acknowledges the receipt of your Secretary's let- 
ter, informing them, that the terms on which they had 
tendered the ſhip were accepted, with exceptions to the 
firſt, ſecond, and fifth articles ; and that his ſaid letter was 
dated the gth inſtant (viz. the gth of January} which hap- 
ee e y letter 
arrived. 4 | I 
34. It however a that the Secretary had waited 
upon the Governor General on the 1oth of January in the 
morning. and requeſted a further explanation of your reſo- 
lution relative to the Aſhburnham, and that your notice of 
acceptance was not wrote to the owners till after that in- 
terview. The Secretary returned directly from the Gover- 
nor General to the ofice, and then wrote and diſpatched 
the notification of acceptance; but we muſt be of opinion 
that he ought rather to have immediately ——— the let- 
ter recommended by General Clavering to be wrote to the 
Board of Trade, to break off the negociation. ; 
* 35. Suppoſing the Secretary's notification to have been 
in the poſſeſſion of the owners during the ſhort ſpace of one 
Hour, when the Bombay letter was returned from circula- 
tion, it muſt have occurred to you, that they could have 
ſuffered no inconvenience thereby. No expence was 1n- 


curred, no meaſure could poſſibly have been taken to 2 
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the ſhip for ſea. In ſhort, no damage whatever could at 
that time have been ſuſtained ; and therefore, as a ſhip of 
our own was in readineſs, and the Aſhburnham was, in 
one hour after notification, deemed unneceſſary, it was 
even then your duty to have communicated the circum- 
ſtance forthwith to the owners; and, as good ſervants of 
the Company, they ought to have acquieſced without a 
murmur. | AS | 
36. But after all, we find the notification made by the 
Secretary was of very little conſequence, The owners 
were therein told, that you had accepted their tender, with 
exceptions to three articles. Was this an abſolute agree- 
ment? Were the owners bound thereby? They had re- 
ueſted C. 25 per ton freight; you had agreed to give them 
1 22 166. We they bound to accept it? The event 
proves the contrary.— Another par tion was received 
from them, and by you ſubmitted to the Board of Trade. 
And the Governor Ge eral himſelf propoſed, that the ſaid 
Board ſhould again be requeſted to give their opinion, 
whether the freight required by the owners of the Aſhburn- 
ham ſhould be allowed? This queſtion was alſo repeated 
by you ſo late as the 20th of January, although the Go- 
vernor General had ten days before declared, that it was 
then too late to break off the negociation, as had been very 
prudently recommended by General Clavering. 
37. Your conſultations inform us, that the General's 
propoſal being agreed to by the other Members of Council, 
| letter was accordingly written to the Board of Trade; 
which letter is, with great apparent regularity, entered at 
large, and dated the 1oth of January ; but to our utter 
_ aſtoniſhment we find, on your conſultations of the 1 3th, 
the ſaid letter, ſo formally recorded, as having been written 
to the Board of Trade, had been kept back, and that no 
advice whatever of the Bombay letter had been given to 
the ſaid Board. pt | 
238. If it were poſſible to conceive that this omiſſion was 
purely accidental, it would nevertheleſs be very reprehen- 
ible; but if it was the effect of deſign, it is utterly un- 
pardonable. 7 ; 
39. Upon the whole, we are fully of opinion there was 
no neceſſity for taking up the ſhip Earl of Aſhburnham ; 
and from various circumſtances attending the tranſaction, 
we do not ſcruple to declare, that the promoters of the mea- 
ſure were convinced of the impropriety thereof, and that, 
had the intereſt of the Company been their object, the. line 
8 duty was evident, and could not have been miſ- 
taken. x *r 
40. We cannot ſuppoſe that the Secretary would, of his 
own authority, either antedate his notification to the on- 
. 25 | . ers 
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ers, or preſume to delay the diſpatch of a letter of ſo much 
importance as that which was ordered to be wrote to the 
Board of Trade, more eſpecially as he muſt have known 
that immediate diſpatch was of the utmoſt conſequence. 
We however think it neceſſary that he ſhould juſtify his 
conduct, in order to confirm us in the opinion we enter- 
tain of his fidelity: We therefore direQ, that you examine 
ſtrictly into the above circumſtances, and report to us the 
reſult I inquiry by the firſt convenient opportunity. 
41. We have already declared it our opinion, that there 
was no neceſlity for taking up the Aſhburnham ; we now 
proceed to examine your reaſons for granting C. 23 10s. per 
ton for the freight of that ſhip. 3 03 £48. 
4432. The original tender of the Aſhburnham ſtates, that 
the ſhip muſt be partly manned with laſcars, and LF. 22 10s. 

r ton is propoſed, provided the Company maintain and 
lend back thoſe laſcars; or C. 25 per ton if this charge 
is defrayed by the owners, who nevertheleſs declare, that 
they prefer the former 23 | | 

43. The Board of Trade, to whom you refer this ten- 
der, do not deem C. 22 10s. in atſelf unreaſonable; but 
refer the deciſion reſpecting the addition of C. 2 1065. per 
ton, for maintaining the laſcars, to you | 

44. The Governor General remarks the inconſiſtency of 
reducing the rate of the freight {from . 25 to L. 221. 10s. 
per ton) while the Board of Trade ſeemed to admit the 
propriety of the conditions for which the additional freight 
was claimed. Mr. Francis agrees with the Governor Ge- 
neral. Mr. Barwell denies that any reduction was made in 
the rate of the freight; and Gentil Clavering having, as 

became a faithful ſervant of the Company, oppoſed the 
meaſure in every former ſtage of the buſineſs, now leaves 
the reſponſibility with thoſe who promoted it. 

45. In anſwer to your notification accepting the tender, 
the owners ſtate, that the maintenance of 40 laſcars for five 
months in England, and their paſſage back to Bengal, will 
amount to /. 850; and therefore they propoſe that the 
Company ſhall pay them an additional allowance of LF. 1 
per ton, as a moderate compenſation for ſuch expence ; and 
on this point we obſerve, that although the Governor Ge- 
neral ſeems to think the propoſition reaſonable, he acts 
with caution, and endeavours to avoid reſponſibility. 

46. The Board of Trade had juſt declared that ” point 

came not within their department; that they did not think 

themſelves qualified to judge thereon for the Company, and 
therefore they referred it to the Governor General and 

Council. The Governor General, in his turn, thinks it 

not cognizable by the Council, and recommends another 

22 FO | -_ __ referenca 
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the ſhip for ſea. In ſhort, no damage whatever could at 
that time have been ſuſtained ; and therefore, as a ſhip of 
our own was in readineſs, and the Aſhburnham was, in 


one hour after notification, deemed unneceſſary, it was 


even then your duty to have communicated the circum- 


ſtance forthwith to the owners; and, as good ſervants of 
the Company, they ought to have acquieſced without a 


murmur. | ; | 
36. But after all, we find the notification made by the 


Secretary was of very little conſequence. The owners 


were therein told, that you had accepted their tender, with 
exceptions to three articles. Was this an abſolute agree- 


ment? Were the owners bound thereby? They had re- 
ueſted C. 25 per ton freight; you had agreed to give them 
k 22 10s, ere they bound to accept it? The -event 
proves the contrary.—Another 1 was received 
from them, and by you ſubmitted to the Board of Trado. 
And the Governor General himſelf propoſed, that the ſaid 
Board ſhould again be requeſted to give their opinion, 
whether the freight required by the owners of the Aſhburn- 
ham ſhould be allowed? This queſtion was alſo repeated 
by you ſo late as the 20th of January, although the Go- 
vernor General had ten days before declared, that it was 
then too late to break off the negociation, as had been very 
prudently recommended by General Clavering. 
37. Your conſultations inform us, that the General's 
propoſal being agreed to by the other Members of Council, 
a letter was accordingly written to the Board of Trade; 
which letter is, with great apparent regularity, entered at 
large, and dated the 1oth of January; but to our utter 


aſtoniſhment we find, on your conſultations of the 1 3th, 


the ſaid letter, ſo formally recorded, as having been written 
to the Board of Trade, had been kept back, and that no 
advice whatever of the Bombay letter had been given to 
the ſaid Board, | | 

38. If it were poſſible to conceive that this omiſſion was 
purely accidental, it would nevertheleſs be very reprehen- 
ſible; but if it was the effect of deſign, it is utterly un- 

39. _ the whole, we are fully of opinion there was 
no neceſſity for taking up the ſhip Earl of Aſhburnham ; 


and from various circumſtances attending the tranſaction, 


we do not ſcruple to declare, that the promoters of the mea- 
ſure were convinced of the impropriety thereof, and that, 
had the intereſt of the Company been their object, the line 
of their duty was evident, and could not have been miſ- 


taken. | 
40. We cannot ſuppoſe that the Secretary would, of his 


own authority, either antedate his notification to the own- 
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ers, or preſume to delay the diſpatch of a letter of ſo much 
importance as that which was ordered to be wrote to the 
Board of Trade, more eſpecially as he muſt have known 
that immediate diſpatch was of the utmoſt conſequence. 
We however think it neceſſary that he ſhould juſtify his 
conduct, in order to confirm us in the opinion we enter- 
tain of his fidelity: We therefore ditect, that you examine 
ſtrictly into the above circumſtances, and report to us the 


reſult of your inquiry by the firſt convenient opportunity. 


41. We have already declared it our opinion, that there 


was no neceſſity for taking up the Aſhburnham ; we now 


proceed to examine. your reaſons for granting C. 23 10s. per 
ton for the freight of that ſhip. + OF BY 

42. The original tender of the Aſhburnham ſtates, that 
the ſhip muſt be partly manned with-laſcars, and . 22 10s. 

r ton is propoſed, provided the Company maintain and 
Fend back thoſe laſcars; or C. 25 per ton if this charge 
js defrayed by the owners, who nevertheleſs declare, that 
they prefer the former e a | 

43. The Board of Trade, to whom you refer this ten- 
der, do not deem C. 22 10s. in itſelf unreaſonable ; but 
refer the decifion reſpecting the addition of C. 2 165: per 
ton, for maintaining the laſcars, to you. | | 

44. The Governor General 1 the inconſiſtency of 
reducing the rate of the freight {from . 25 to C. 221. 10s. 
per ton) while the Board of Trade ſeemed to admit the 
propriety of the conditions for which the additional freight 
was claimed. Mr. Francis agrees with the Governor Ge- 
neral. Mr. Barwell denies that any reduction was made in 
the rate of the freight ; and General Clavering having, as 
became a faithful ſervant of the Company, oppoſed the, 
meaſure in every former ſtage of the buſineſs, now leaves 
the reſponſibility with thoſe who promoted it. 

45. In anſwer to your notification accepting the tender, 


the owners ſtate, that the maintenance of 40 laſcars for five 


* 


months in England, and their paſſage back to Bengal, will 
amount to {.850; and therefore they 33 that the 
Company ſhall pay them an additional allowance of C. 1 


per ton, as a moderate compenſation for ſuch expence ; and 


on this point we obſerve, that although the Governor Ge- 
neral ſeems to think the propoſition reaſonable, he acts 


with caution, and endeavours to avoid reſponſibili 


ty. 

46. The Board of Trade had juſt declared that the point 
came not within their department ; that they did not think 
themſelves qualified to judge thereon for the Company, and 
therefore they referred it to the Govetnor General and 
Council. The Governor General, in his turn, thinks it 
not cognizable by the Council, and recommends another 
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reference to the Board of Trade. Mr. Barwell concurs. 
Mr. Francis adheres to the former offer of C. 22 10s. with- 


without ſubjecting the Company to any other condition or 


obligation; and General Clavering once more formally 
diſcharges himſelf from all ref lib. | 
47. In anſwer to * reference, the Board of Trade 
tranſmit you an extract of their proceedings, wherein they 
deem /. 1 per ton 2 reaſonable compenſation for the charge 
in queſtion, 2 | 
48. Mr. Bentley (who ſeems to have thought laſcars 
would really be employed) humanely propoſes, that in or- 
der to ſecure a proper care of-the laſcars, and their -_ 
return to Bengal, payment of the additional freight ſhould 
be withheld, till it were certified to the Court of Directors 
that thoſe people had been ſhipped off for India ; but the 
Board of Trade were of opinion that Mr. Bentley's propo- 
fition was not an obje& of their deliberation. | 
49. The Board of Trade having given a direct anſwer, 
that C. 1 per ton was a reaſonable compenſation for the 
maintenance of laſcars in England, and their paſſage back 
to Bengal, you immediately change your ground, tell them 


they have miſtaken your reference ; that your queſtion was. 


not whether C. 1 per ton was a reaſonable compenſation 2 
but whether the freight altogether of C. 23 105. per ton, 
«© which is now required for the Aſhburnham, ſhopld be 
© allowed?” 

50. The Board of Trade ſeem fully aware of the diſin- 


; genuous treatment they .were ſuffering ; but it is doubtful 


Eu whether any perſons, except the owners of the Aſh- 
urnham, and the majority of our Council, could be privy 
to what we deem a premeditated defign to obtain undue ad- 
vantages from the Company on account of laſcars. 

51. The Board of Trade obſerve, that they have noticed 
a tendency to throw the reſponſibility wholly. upon them, 
notwithſtanding the power of treating, and of determina- 
tion, remained entirely with the Governor General and 


Council; but being urged to give a direct and explicit an- 


ſwer to this new modelled queſtion, they acquaint you, in 
direct terms, that they think the ſum of twenty-three pounds 
ten ſhillings per ton ſhould be allowed—and you immedi- 
ately reſolve that it ſhall be allowed accordingly. ; 

52. The original tender of the ſhip was made at 
L 22 108. per ton, provided the Company would relieve 
the owners from a ſuppoſed unavoidable expence attending 
the maintenance and return of laſcars ; only by contrivance 
aud management, the Company were actually ſubjected to 
the certain additional payment of one pound per ton, as an 
indemnification to the owners on that account, for on wo 

| other. 


Captain Elphinſtone, that he had made his application for 
more tonnage the moment he received the abſtract of his 


this ſubje& 
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other pretenee was the ſaid additional fam demanded ;' but 
on the moſt careful examination, we do not find that there 


was one laſcar on board, and therefore we muſt conclude, @ - 


that we have ſuffered an impoſition, and ſuſtained a direct 


loſs, to the amount of one pound ſterling per ton on the 


whole freight of the Earl of Aſhburnham. | | 
53- The excuſes of the Board of Trade for rejeQting 
Captain Elphinſtone's application for ſurplus tonnage, ap- 

pear to us very frivolous, and altogether inſufficient. 
54. They inform you, that the Secretary's public notice 
had fixed the 4th of . for the delivery of the Triton's 
That Captain Elphinſtone's application was dated 


the 2d, and confidered the 3d of apr; + at which time 


his invoices had been delivered in to the Board, and-there- 
fore that he was too late. That he nevertheleſs applied 
again on the\qth of January, when the time for clofing 
the packet was actually elapſed, and was told, that 
had = applied ſooner, his requeſt ſhould have been 
We obſerve, you ſeem ſtruck with the impropriety 
of the conduct of the Board of Trade in not —_— 
the ſurplus tonnage of the Triton—and no wonder, becau 

you knew, from the Governor General's examination of 


cargo, and when his ſhip was but half laden; and that 
finding his cargo conſiſt principally of raw ſilk, which ſtows 
in ſmall compaſs, he declared his ſhip would hold 40 tons 
more than was laden. 
56. 3 all that the Board of Trade have ſaid on 
to be true, they are nevertheleſs very repre- 
henſible, becauſe a ſeparate invoice might have been formed, 
without delay, for any quantity of additional goods for the 
Triton, in the manner propoſed by Mr. Palk for Captain 
Webb, when he applied for ſurplus tonnage for the ſhip 
London. | 
57. We apprehend it was not in the power of Captain 
Savage to make his owners anſwerable for the riſk and 
freight of ſurplus tonnage to the ſhip, in caſe he ſhould 
not be able to receive it on board, nor to alter the terms 


of charter- tty reſpecting demurrage ; but it was certainly 


the duty of the Board of Trade to have granted his requeſt, 
and to have ſabmitted the event to us, rather than to let 
goods remain another ſeaſon in the warehouſe, or in pre- 

ence to lading ſurplus tonnage on the Aſhburnham, 
more eſpecially as the Cumberland was ſuppoſed te have 
been much better manned, and muſt of courſe fail ſooner 
than the Aſhburaham. - The Board of Trade, 23232 

3 | rejecte 


"0 


30 Cenſur es of the Directors on Mr. Haſtings; 


rejected the application of Captain Savage, and granted twb 
hundred additional bales to the owners of the Aſhburnham, 
though they knew the former would have taken them at 


half freight, arid that the latter muſt be paid full freight, 


according to the/ternis of the charter-party: The exceflive 
attention of the Board of Trade to the intereſt of their Se- 
eretary, your Accomptant General, and of the other 
owners of the ſhip Aſhburnham, carried them in this in- 
ſtance, as in many others, beyond the bounds of prudence: 
She was chartered for 670 tons certain; no more than 668 
tons were laden on board; and therefore we are deprived of 
the goods reſerved for her ſurplus tonnage, although they 
might have been brought home at half freight by the Triton 
and Cumberland. . ; 

58. We have ordered particular enquiry to be made, 


whether all the bale goods ſent home on the Aſhburnham 


could have been laden with propriety. on board our own 
ſhips; and if it ſhall appear that they might have been ſo 
laden, we ſhall then calculate what additional charge has 
been incurred for freight in taking up the Aſhburnham ; 
and unleſs ſnch additional charge be forthwith reimburſed 
to the Company, it is our determination that the parties 
concerned ſhall experience the ſevereſt marks of our re- 
ſentment. id ae bs Let 5 | 
59. In your ſecret letter of the gth May, 1777, you ad- 
viſe us, that you have under confideration a plan . produced 
by the Governor General, for regulating the Vizier's 
troops, commanded by Britiſh officers, copy whereof you 
tranſmit for our information; and on conſultation the 19th 
of May, you reſolve that the plan be adopted, * 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 
HON 23d December, 1778. 


Mr. Haſtings's Refuſal to confirm his Reſignation made by 
Colonel Malans, 2 — 7. — Contract for 
Elephants, p. 40 to 60. —Surgeon General's Hoſpital- Con- 
tract, p. 60 to 7 Additional Salary, p. 74 to 78.— 
Captain Forde t Pilotage- Contract, p. 79 to 89,.—Marine- 
Contract to Mr. Sampſon, p. 89 to 95.—Mr. Johnſon's 
Bullock-Contraft, p. 95 to 107.—Mr. Belli's Agency, 
p. 107 to 119.,—Colonel Parker's Contract 7 repairing 
Cantonments, p. 119 to 1 of Burdwan, Cc. 
p. 131.—-Mr. Lacam's Repreſentation, p. 1 32.—Regu- 

lations of Supracargoes, p. 134 to 139.-—Commiſſioners of 

Law-Suits, p. 1 e Ley. of Salaries, p. 141 to 145. 


Par. 21. YOUR addreſs from the revenue department, 
dated the 25th of June, 1777, together with copy of your 
| 3 Proeeeainge 
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proceedings from the 20th to the 25th of that month inclu- 
five, alſo a letter from our Governor General, dated the 
15th of Auguſt, were duly received; and from the impor- 
tance. of the ſubje& contained in your proceedings, we deem 
it expedient to take the beſt legal opinions and advice, be- 
fore we decide finally on queſtions which muſt neceſſarily. 
reſult therefrom ; but having not yet been able to obtain 
thoſe opinions and advice, we proceed to make ſuch remarks 
as occur to us in the preſent ſtate of this extraordinary 


Wo; 
22. In the Governor General's letter of the 15th of Au- 
uſt, 1777, he ſays, no event ever befel him for which he 
was ſo little prepared, as for the news of the notification 
made by Colonel Macleane of his defire to reſign the ſer- 
vice: And as this aſſertion appears to us very extraordi- 
nary, a review of the authority upon which the notification 
was made, becomes of courſe an object of our immediate 
attention. | „ 

23. The Governor General's letter has furniſhed us with 
an avowed acknowledgment of his having conſtituted Mr. 
Macleane his agent. But before the receipt of that letter, 
from the conduct of the Governor General reſpecting Mr. 
Macleane, and the part taken by him whenever that gentle- 
man's affairs were under conſideration in Bengal, the 
Court of Directors could have no doubt of a ſtrict intimacy 
having ſubſiſted between them; and from the apparent zeal 
ſhewn by Mr. Macleane for promoting the honour and in- 
tereſt of the Governor General in England, the Court had 
as little doubt of Mr. Macleane having been duly autho- 
rized, by expreſs inſtructions from Mr. Haſtings, to ſignify 
his defire to reſign the office of Governor General, and his g 

requeſt to have a ſucceſſor nominated to the vacancy, 7 
mount thereby be occaſioned in the Supreme Council 

ngal. | 

24. It now appears, from the letter before us, that 
Meſſrs. Graham and Macleane were regularly appointed the 
Governor General's agents in England; that he actually 
gave them powers and inſtructions, in writing, when they 

_ undertook. that office: That thoſe inſtructions contained 
ſeveral diſtin& propoſitions, which propoſitions required 
ſomething to be done, or performed, as the conditions of the 
Governor General being confirmed in the government, and that 
the laſt propoſition was explained by a ſecret or ſeparate 

r. | | 

25. That befides theſe written documents, the Governor 

General gave verbal and cautionary injunctions to Meflrs. 

Macleane and Graham; and that one of thoſe injunctions 

was, an earneſt recommendation 10 give up the defence of ms 
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firmed in the government, we muſt conclude that Mr, Mac- 


3  Cenſures of the Direct on Mr. Haſtings, 
cauſe, if it could not be maintained without being uſed ax 
the inſtrument of a party. e e en 
26. The death of Mr. Graham happening ſoon after his 
arrival in England, and no other perſon appearing to have been 
aſſociated with Mr. Macleane in this extraordinary agency, 
nor nominated or authorized by the Governor General to 
aſſiſt in negociating or adjuſting the conditions of his being con- 


leane remained the Governor General's ſole agent in Eng- 
land for that purpoſe ; and from the Governor General's 
own account, now under confideration, ' we remain of 
opinion, that Mr. Macleane was duly authorized and im- 
powered to agree to ſuch conditions, on the Governor 
General's behalf, as might appear to him expedient reſpect- 
ing the objects of his negociaten. | 

27. The Governor General ſays, Mr. Maeleane has, in 


this inſtance exceeded his powers: of the truth of the aſſer- 


tion the Court are not competent to judge. The Governor 
General has not yet thought proper to define the powers 
actually given to Mr. Macleane. He has not communi- 
cated to the. Court the written propoſitions, which he re- 

quired to be complied with, as the conditions of his being 
confirmed in the government of Bengal, nor informed us 
what are the contents of the paper which was explanatory | 
of the laſt of his propofitions ; nor has he acquainted us 


| with the purport of more than one of the verbal injunctions 


alluded to in his letter. 0 

28. If the uſual accuracy of the Governor General had 
been obſerved, we ſhould not have been at a loſs to affix 
preciſe ideas to his declarations. In the information which 
he is now pleafed to communicate, he mentions the con- 
ditions of his being eonfirmed in the government. But it is 


notorious, that he was at that time in fall poſſeſſton of the 


government ; that he had been ſo for ſeveral years ; that he 


| Had alſo been actually and recently confirmed therein by a 


moſt ſolemn act of parliament ; that the act of the legiſlature 


was full, complete, and ſtood in no need of confirmation, 


of which we affure ourſelves the Governor General was 


2 fully aware when he gave his inſtructions to his agent. 


29. In order therefore to account for this fingular phraſe, 
namely, the being confirmed in the government,” we 
muſt be of opinion, that it contains a direct implication, 
that if the required conditions were not obtained, the Go- 
vernor General would not remain in the geuernment; and this 
idea is in perfect agreement with the inſtruftions produced 
by Mr. Macleane, in the Governor General's own hand 
writing, declaring, that he would not continue in the govern- 
ment of Bengal, unleſs the condition therein ſpecified were 
complied with, | . 

30. The 


+ N | aa 
Under LOAD NORT AN. 33 


30. The credit due to the teſtimony of Meſſts. Vanſit- 
tart and Stewart muſt be determined by the general charac- 
ter of thoſe gentlemen. The Governor General ſays he 
never called them to bear witneſs to his tranſactions. We 
can readily allow that the Governor might not think it ne- 
ceſſary ta call them in as formal witneſſes, nor to authorize 
them to give teſtimony, on the above- occaſions; but it was 
ſufficient for the Court of Dire&ors to know that they were 
perſons who, from their former intimacy with the Gover- 
nor General, were the moſt likely to poſſeſs authentic in- 
formation; and the Court had good reaſon to believe they 
were by no means partial to the intereſt of the perſon next 
in ſucceflion to the government. If therefore Meſſrs. Van- 
ſittart and Stewart were of ſufficient credit to be believed, 
their evidence was unexceptionable ; it was alfo full, ex- 
plicit, and directly in point. The means by which they 
obtained knowledge of the fact to which they gave teſti- 
mony, were candidly and unreſervedly explained. Mr. 
Vanfittart declares, he was preſent when the inſtructions . 
were given to Mr. Macleane; and Mr. Stewart confirms 
the account of Mr. Vanſittart, by a ſolemn aſſeveration, 
that the Governor General had declared to him'that he had 
given directions to the above purpoſe to Mr. Macleane. 

31. As to the agent hating exceeded his powers, it is a 
circumſtance which can only affect the intereſt of his em- 
ployer, and his own reputation. The Governor General 

ad ſelected and choſen Mr. Macleane, upon the moſt inti- 
mate, perfect, and perſonal knowledge of his ability, prin- 
ciples, and conduct: his commiſſion and inſtructions were 
concealed by the Governor General from the Court of Di- 
rectors, and remained unknown to them, till announced 
by Mr. Macleane himſelf ; but when he ſtood forth as the 
public and avowed agent of the Governor General, and de- 
clared himſelf authorized, impower:d, and directed to 
66 henify to the Court of Directors his defire to refign his 
« office of Governor General of Bengal, and to requeſt the 
„ nomination of a ſucceſſor to the vacancy, which would 
thereby be occaſioned in the Council;” and when the 
Court found his declaration confirmed by the reſpectable 
teſtimony of the Governor General's moſt intimate friends, 
they could no longer heſitate to receive Mr. Macleane as the 
undoubted agent of the Governor General; to treat his 
propoſitions as thoſe of his employer, and conſequently to 
accept the propoſed offer of reſignation. 2 

32. After avowing the commiſſion and inſtructions given 
to his agent, we muſt declare, that the extracts quoted by 
the Governor General are nugatory: the offer of reſig- 
nation was made ſubſequent to the date, and even to the 
xeceipt of all thoſe letters. The Governor General has put 

Vol. I. D a it 


— — 


<< 
- — — 


— 


— 


| 


— — 


— — m =o Drs on Re 


—— —ẽ— — ——̃ — 


— 


— — 


—_ 


24. Cenſures of the Direftors on Mr. Haſtings, 


it beyond a doubt, that Mr. Macleane acted by his imme» 
diate authority ; he has no where pointed out to the Court 
of Directors the time when the negociation of his agent was 
to commence, nor the period to which his commiſſion was 
limited. The letters referred to contain no revocation or 
abridgement of the powers of Mr. Macleane; and as to the 
Governor General's intimation, that ſubſequent correſpon- 


dence with Meſſrs. Macleane and Graham might have ope- 


rated to deſtroy concluſions drawn from former inſtructions, 
the Court of Directors think it ſufficient to remark, that to 
this hour they remain totally ignorant of the contents of 
ſuch correſpondence. | 

33. In regard to the proceedings had in Bengal, although 


General Clavering ated unwarrantably, and even illegally, 


in directing the Secretary to iſſue a ſummons in his name, 
as Governor General, ro Meſſrs. Barwell and Francis to 
meet him in Council, and- Mr. Francis in concurring in 
thoſe tranſactions, before Mr. Haſtings had acknowledged 
and confirmed the proceedings of his agent, we cannot, ne- 
vertheleſs, but be diſpleaſed at the Governor General, for 
not giving a direct and candid explanation of the whole; 
but the Governor General has now ſufficiently explained 
the motives of his ſilence. He tells us he could not diſ- 
avow the declaration of Colonel Macleane, without appear- 
ing adverſe to a man, who had given him the moſt undoubted 
proofs of his friendſhip; and who, though in this inſlance he 
had exceeded his powers, he knew had been actuated by a 
fincere and honeſt, though a miſtaken zeal to ſerve him, 
This open declaration of the Governor General needs no 
comment, | - 5 

34. If the anſwer of the Governor General and Mr. 
Barwell, that they knew of “no act or inſtrument by 
* which the place and office of the Governor General were 
«« vacated,'” had been accompanied with a direct diſavowal 
of the pretended authority by which the offer of reſignation 
had been made to the Court of Directors, the Governor 
General had been leſs reprehenſible; and ſurely the ſolemn 


proceedings in England, undeniably evidenced by the do- 


cuments before him, rendered ſuch explanation his indiſ- 
ſible duty. Indeed, official deference to his employers, 
had there been no other motive, required that the Governor 
General ſhould in the moſt unreſerved manner have con- 
tributed to detect a flagrant impoſition, if he found ſuch 
had been practiſed in his name upon the Court of Directors 
of the Kaſt India Company. | 
35. But however great the improprieties above noticed 
may be, they bear little proportion to the ſubſequent pro- 
ceedings of the Governor General and Mr. Barwell. 


36. In 


* 
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35. In the firſt place, it was an act of indecency in the 
Governor General and Mr. Barwell to meet, even by ad- 
journment, as a council, to enter upon public buſineſs, and 
to form the moſt important reſolutions, without having 
ſummoned Mr. Francis to attend his duty as a counſellor, 
at every ſuch meeting ; but Mr. Francis has declared, that- 
he neither received a ſummons, nor knew till late in the 
day, and then only by report, that a Board had been aſ- 
ſembled, by which the offices of General Clavering had 
been declared vacant. 

37. It was an act of great preſumption in the Governor 
General and Mr. Barwell, to reſolve and declare, that Ge- 
neral Clavering had vaced his place of Commander in Chief 
of the Company's forces in India, to which command he 
had been appointed by a ſpecial commiſſion from the Com- 
patty, without admitting that he had ſucceeded to the office 
of 8 General. 

38. And we muſt be of opinion, that the reſolutions and 
declarations of the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, 
that General Clavering had vacated the office of Senior 
Counſellor of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, 
and that Mr. Barwell was promoted to the ſaid office of 
Senior Counſellor, were, to all intents and purpoſes, not 
only unwarrantable, but illegal. 

39. We have thus given you our ſentiments on theſe ex- 
traordinary tranſaftions. What meaſures it may be neceſ- 
ſary for us to take in conſequence thereof, in order to 
retrive the honour of the Company, and to prevent the like 
abuſe from being practiſed in future, will have our earlieſt 
and moſt ſerious conſideration, ſo ſoon as we ſhall be fur- 
niſhed with the opinions mentioned in the former part of 
this letter. But we cannot, even for the preſent, diſmiſs 
the ſubject, without expreſſing our approbation of the ſen- 


timents of Mr. Francis, minuted on your proceedings of 


the 24th of June. | 
40. In your advertiſement for the Army Contract, you 
ſtate, that propoſals will be received for ſupplying the army 
with proviſions and bullocks, and for feeding the Company's 
elephants. | | 
41. Before you come to any determination on the general 
propoſals tranſmitted to you in conſequence of your adyer- 
tiſementy A different propoſition is received from Mr. Tem- 
ler, deviating from the terms of your advertiſement reſpect- 
ing elephants. 

42. In addition to the feeding of Company's elephants, Mr. 
Templer propoſes to replace, at his own expence, every ele- 
phant that ſhall die during the time of his contract; and alſo 
to procure and keepin feadineſs, over and above the eftabliſh- 
ment, three elephants for each brigade, in order to replace 
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. thoſe which may die, or to provide for other caſualties; 


which three elephants were to be always ready for ſervice, 
without any additional charge to the Company. 

43. In conſideration of the riſk attending this propoſal, 
Mr. Templer demands a certain ſum per month for feeding 
of the elephants, greatly exceeding all other offers before the 
Board for the — of that ſervice. 

The ſum demanded by Mr. Templer was exceſſive, 
and your acceptance of his ſingle propoſal a direct breach of 
the — orders. | 

45. In the 36th article of the Court's general inſtructions, 
dated the 29th of March, 1774, it was directed, “that all 
© contrafs, with the conditions, ſhould be publickly advertiſed; 
„that ſcaled propoſals ſhould be received for the ſame ; 
& that every propoſal ſhould be opened in Council; and 
&* that the preference ſhould be given to the loweſt, with ſuffi- 
* cient ſecurity for the performance.“ 

46. Theſe orders are plain and unequivocal ; but in the 
caſe before us an individual makes a propoſal, eſſentially 
different from your advertiſement, and you accept it, not 
only without having recourſe to the proper means for aſcer- 


taining whether the ſaid propoſal was the loweſt that would 


be offered, but with another actually before you, nearly 
30 per cent. lower than that made by Mr. Templer. | 

47. We need not inform you, that one of the Members 
of your Board objected to the acceptance of a ſingle propoſal, 
as being a direR& breach of the Company's orders; nor that 
his object ion was accompanied by an abſolute offer, to find 
a reſponſible perſon who ſhould hold the whole ſtock of 
elephants on his own account, and at his-own riſk, not only 
under every circumſtance of diſadvantage propoſed by Mr. 
Templer, but even with additional reſponſibility, and at 
5d rupees per month inſtead of 70, which was 20 rupees per 
month ** for every elephant than was demanded by that gentle- 
man, e are extremely concerned to find that this plain. 
propoſition produced no reduction in the price thus at- 
tempted to be impoſed on the Company. 

48. The original contract was concluded with Mr. Tem- 
pler for three years. In your letter per Europa, par. 66, 
you inform us of his repreſentation, ſetting forth loſſes ſuf- 
tained, and claiming your further indulgence to have the 
elephant contract extended for five years, as the only means 
by which he could expect to be indemnified for ſuch loſſes ; 
and you further acquaint us, that having reaſon to be ſatiſ- 
fied of the juſtneſs of Mr. Templer's repreſentation, and 
being deſirous of affording encouragement to a ſcheme which: 
appeared calculated for the good of the Company, you had 
acquieſced, and prolonged the contract until the firſt day of 


January, 1782. 
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49. By the ſame letter we learn, that Mr. Templer hav- 
ing undertaken to ſupply and maintain elephants for the 
temporary brigade, at the rates allowed for the brigade in 
the field, you had authorized this addition alſo to be made 
to his vontract, and fixed the eſtabliſhment at 35, being a 
number equal to thoſe of the other brigades on a peace eſta- 
bliſhment. 

50. When Mr. Templer applied for a prolongation of 
his contract, and for leave to ſupply the temporary brigade, 
his letter was accompanied with new and diſtin propoſals 
for compleating the brigades in the provinces with ele- 
phants, which, as on the former occaſion, you accepted 
without advertifing for other propoſals. This was another 
breach of the Company's orders; but the circumſtances are 
not noticed in your letter. | | 

51. We obſerve, that the Board immediately rejected 
Mr. Templer's application for an extenſion of his contract; 
but we find from the Governor General's minute of the 
23d October, that, in conſequence of a perſonal interview 
with Mr. Templer, and of an explanation of his loſſes, 
the Governor General afterwards moved for the prolon- 
tion of the contract, to which Mr. Francis objected ; but 
r. Barwell agreeing, the meaſure of courſe became an act 
of the Board, : 

52. The Governor General ſays, he was unwilling to 
extend the contract, before he could clearly aſcertain the 
benefits which the ſervice would derive from it, or be con- 
vinced, that from loſſes incurred in the faithful performance 
of his engagements, the contractor had a claim to ſuch in- 
dulgence. The Company's benefits and the contraQor's 
loſſes ſhall be briefly conſidered. It is with pain we animad- 
vert on ſubjeCts of this nature; but as guardians of the 
Company's property we cannot paſs them over in ſilence. 

53. Concerning the firſt propoſals of Mr. Templer, we 
have already noticed, that an offer was made by a“ Mem- 
ber of your Board, by which, had it been accepted, 20 ru- 
pees per month on every elephant would have been faved to 
the Company. 82 

54. The number of elephants included in Mr. Templar's 
contract is 175. Suppoſing the like ſaving to have been 
made upon the whole contract, the exceſs given to Mr. 
Templer amounts to Sonaut rupees 42,000, or upwards of 
L. Sterling $5,000 per annum. | 

55. Without impeaching the _ of Mr. Templer, 
we muſt be of opinion, that in a tranſaction of this nature, 
his own account of loſſes ought to be accompanied with 


General Clavering. 
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other teſtimony, or proofs, before it gained official cre- 
dit. 4 
56. Admitting, however, that the Governor General's 
ſtatement was juſt, to what does it amount? Mr. Templer's 
firſt contract was concluded in January, 177); in October 
following the Governor alledges, that 29 of the contractor's 
elephants hid died, and 34 had been maintained at different 
places for nine months at his own expence ; but he allows, 
however, that 105 of the contractor's elephants were then 
in the Company's pay. 23 
57. Upon this number the contractor was entitled, in 
one year only, to receive Sonaut rupees 25, 200, or upwards 
of fu 3,000 Sterling more than would' have been paid for 
the ſame number of elephants, if General Clavering's offer 
had been accepted; and theręfore we cannot in juſtice con- 
ſider the contractor entitled to further indulgence, or even 
to your compaſſion, on account of his loſſes; but we can 
readily perceive that the Company, at that early period of 
the contract, muſt have been very conſiderable loſers by 
having accepted his propoſals þ : 
58. As the contractor had 34 elephants upon. his hands, 
and 105 in the Company's pay, in October, 1777, we take 
it for granted, that he might procure 36 more to complete 
the eſtabliſhment within the firſt year. It would then be 
four complete years before his contract expires, and the 
Company would be ſubjected to pay upwards of C. 5,000 
Sterling per annum to Mr. Templer, for four years certain, 
more than would have been paid for the ſame ſervice, if the 
propoſition of General Clavering had been attended to by 
your Board. 2 | 
59. This waſte of our property cannot be permitted: 
you have diſregarded our authority, and diſobey our orders, 
in not taking the loweſt offers; we therefore direct that the 
contract for elephants be annulled at the expiration of the 
year in which you receive this our order; that you receive 
back the Company's elephants, and ſuch other as ſhall have 
been provided by Mr. Templer, at the ſtipulated price; 
that you advertiſe for propoſals according to the terms of his 
contract, and accept the loweſt that ſhall be offered with 
good ſecurity for the due performance of that ſervice ; and 
if Mr. Templer's propoſals ſhall entitle him to a preference, 
we ſhall then have no objection to his holding the contract; 
but if the contractor ſhall object to this adjuſtment, and 
recover damages of the Company for breach of engagement, 
we are determined in ſuch caſe to inſtitute a ſuit at law 
againſt thoſe Members of our Council who have preſumed, 
in direct breach of our orders, to prefer the intereſt of an 
individual to that of the Company. FO, 
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60. In the 45th paragraph of our letter, dated the goth 
of March, 1774, we fignified our pleaſure that the Head 
Surgeon ſhould not be permitted to enjoy any emolument 
arifing from his being concerned in cieting the patients, 
and directed you forthwith to ſeparate the occupations of 
Surgeon and Contractor. From this plain order you have 
thought proper to deviate, by granting the Surgeon Ge- 
neral a contract for three years. It is true, you have ren- 
dered it his intereſt to have as few patients as poſſible in the 
hoſpital, by ſuffering him to farm the whole at a groſs ex- 
pence ; but this is a manifeſt perverſion of the principle 
ſuggeſted by us, when we expreſſed our diſapprobation of 
the Surgeon being concerned on any account in dieting the 
patients by contract. 

61. We allow the propriety of the Surgeon General's 
remark, that the Company's hoſpital expences have for ſome 
years paſt run very high, and that from the manner in 
which they were then conducted there might be little pro- 
bability of a diminution ; and his profeſſed defire to leſſen 
the Company's expence, and to put the hoſpitals on a more 
regular footing, muſt have had our warmeſt approbation 
and ſupport, if it had appeared to us that thoſe were the ſole, 
or even the principal objects of his attention. 

62. But if the Surgeon General would have had us be- 
hve, that his plan and regulations were principally deſigned 
to retrench unwarrantable charges, and to promote the good 
of the ſervice, inſtead of farming the hoſpital by contract 
on his own account, he ſhould have remained utterly diſin- 
tereſted in the iſſue of the propoſed reformation; he ſhould 
have contributed all in his power to reduce improper ex- 
pences, and to rectify abuſes; and in proportion to his 
ſucceſs he might have depended upon the Company for a 
proper gratification, 

63. We lay it down as a fundamental principle, that 
neither the Surgeon General, nor any of the profeſſion 
ſhould be intereited, directly or indirectly, in the quantity 
of medicines ſaved or expended, nor in the increaſe or de- 
creaſe of patients admitted into our hoſpitals, or attended by 
the Surgeons at the expence of the Company ; and on this 
account, were there no other objections, we ſhould diſap- 
prove the contract given to the Surgeon General, becaule 
he is not only to furniſh all the medicines at his own. ex- 
| pence, but ſeems conſtituted the ſole judge of what may be 

neceſſary ; and, without impeaching his honour or integrity. 
we think it exceedingly improper: that his pecuniary intereſt 
ſhould be ſo deeply concerned, and ſtand in competition 
with his immediate duty, in the application of that part of 
his plan, a circumſtance which ought never to be admitted 
i in regulations of this gature ; for it is poſſible, at leaſt, that 
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"medicines may be more ſparingly adminiſtered, and patients 
more ſpeedily diſcharged, than can be conſiſtent with the 
good of the ſervice. | | n 

64. As the Surgeon General muſt have conceived himſelf 
ſufficiently at leiſure to attend to the execution of regulations 
formed for the hoſpital, and even, in a degre, to ſuperintend 
the detail of that buſineſs, we ſee no reaſon why the ſame 
ſervice might not have been performed for the Company, 
inſtead of taking it upon Contract for his own benefit, His 
proper emolument, as hinted above, would have been a 
recompence in proportion to ſavings made for the Company, 
or an additional falary adequate to his merit, - 

65. We obſerve in the Surgeon General's propoſals, and 
in the deed firſt drawn and executed, he was to defray every 
kind of N and medicinal expence for a certain ſum per 
annum : but, at his defire, you have reviſed the firſt deed, 
and agreed to another, with alterations in his favour, one 
of which is the granting him an addition of the common 
diet money uſually paid by the Company for patients in the 
hoſpital before the contract took place; on this occaſion, 
you have acted more like friends of the Contractor, than as 
faithful ſervants of the Eaſt India Company. 

66. The words of the Contractor's propoſals are, to de- 
fray © every hind of hoſpital and medicinal expence, of what- 
„ ſoever denomination ;” but you have not ſcrupled to de- 
clare, in direct contradiction to a plain propoſition ſtated 
on your own proceedings, that the Surgeon General's pro- 
poſals were only to def ay the medical charges incurred by 
the Company; and therefore you have ventured to add the 
diet money to his contract, | 

67. To putit beyond a donbt, that the Surgeon intended 
in his propoſals to include every charge of diet, he has in- 
ſerted therein every Kind of ſpecific breakfaſt, dinner, and 
ſupper, at full diet, middle diet, low diet, milk diet, and 
even the quantity of bread, to which by public regulations, 
to be hung up in the hoſpital, every patient was to conſider 
himſelf entitled, and as having a right to complain if he 
found them abridged ; and to make it manifeſt that the Sur- 
geo General expected no additional conſideration on this 
account, he in the next paragraph declares, that, except in 
the article of doolies, the actual expence of the Company 
cannot exceed the ſum ſtated in his propoſals. You have 
however proved him miſtaken, by granting him diet money 
over and above the ſum required by thoſe propoſals, and 
bound the Company to niake good this improvident grant 
for three years. | 8 

68. The medium expence of the hoſpitals, ſaid to be 
taken for ſeveral years paſt, is ſtated by the Surgeon Ge- 
nexal at Sonaut rupees 2,65, 500; ſuppoſing this a juſt ſtate · 
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ment, and that the propoſed annual ſaving would be Sonaut 
rupees 39,500 ; before you ventured to bind the Company 
in a contract of ſuch extent and importance, you ought to 
have publiſhed the Surgeon General's plan, to have adver- 
tiſed for propoſals, and to have taken the loweſt offers, with 
good ſecurity for performance; by which means, we have 
no doubt, a much greater ſaving might have been made 
than that apparently eſtabliſhed by the preſent conttact; 
and we are confirmed in this opinion, becauſe we find the 
combined average of hoſpital charges, civil and militaty, 
for the years 1771-2, 1772-3, and 1773-4, amount on] 

to current rupees 2, 16, 360, which is 57,740 fupees lefs 
than the annual ſum granted to the Surgeon General fot 


„ three years certain: the Surgeon General would, in ſuch 


caſe, have been the proper perſon to have checked the Con- 
tractor's proceedings, or to have enabled you to eſtabliſi 
ſufficient checks for that purpoſe; and it would alſo have 
been his duty to report to your Board his opinion, whether 
the Contractor properly fulfilled his agreement; whether 
the plan was capable of further improvement; and whether 
it ought to be renewed, altered, or confirmed for a longer 

riod than one year, but in all events, the firſt contract 
ſhould not have been for a longer term than one year; 
nor ſhould it have been renewed, unleſs experience had 
proved it to have been for the good of the ſervice. 

69. By ſelling all tie Company's medicines and chirur- 
gical inſtruments to the Surgeon General at prime coſt, and 
reducing all the Surgeons to the neceſſity of re - purchaſing 
medicines and iuſtruments of him at 10 per cent. advance, 
you have eſtabliſhed an abſolute monopoly in articles con- 
ducive to the preſervation of the lives of our ſervants, 
which we can neither approve nor permit. We do not find 
that any check is eſtabliſhed to prevent the Surgeon General 
from taking a greater profit than 10 per cent. upon medicines 
and and inſtruments, nor do we perceive the poſſibility of 
guarding againſt impoſition or abuſe in theſe particulars. 
70. You have agreed that the whole of our conſignments 

of medicines ſhall be delivered to the Surgeon General at - 
prime coſt, and that the pound ſterling ſhall be reckoned at 
no more than eight current rupees. The Surgeon affirms 

that the Company will ſave 30,000 rupees per annum 
this meaſure. The truth is, that the average amount of 
medicines ſent to Bengal, for five years paſt, is only rupees 
20,548 ; therefore the moſt that can be eſtimated as a ſaving 
on this head, is, 20, 548 rupees per annum, but by agreeing 
that eight current rupees ſhall be accounted equal to a pound 
ſterling, the Company will loſe nearly two rupees on every 
ſuch pound, beſides the intereſt of their money, from the 
; time 
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time of purchaſing the medicines in London to the time of 
their being delivered at Bengal. 

71. Inſtead of monthly advances, you have agreed to 
grant the Surgeon General a full moiety of the annual ex- 
pence, or rupees 1,13,250 in advance every fix months; ſo 
that he 1s not only paid ſix months actual diſburſements be- 
fore hand, but even the whole amount of his profits arifing 
upon this lucrative contract, one moiety ſix months, and 
the other moiety twelve months in advance. | 

72. We find no provifion made, that at the end of the 
term of three years the medicines and inftruments on hand 
ſhall be returned to the Company at prime coſt, or even at 
any rate. We do not mean to intimate, that in caſe it ſhall 
be found inexpedient to renew the contract, the preſent 
Surgeon General would take advantage of this circumſtance, 
and diſtreſs the ſervice by withholding or refuſing to-deliver 
over to the Company ſuch medicines and inſtruments as - 
may be remaining in ſtore; nor that at the cloſe of his con- 
tract he will not have taken care to have a ſufficient quan- 
tity on hand for the uſe of the ſettlement; neither do we 
believe that Mr. Campbell will knowingly permit Bazar or 
country medicines to be ſubſtituted in lie of European me- 
dicines; nor can we be of opinion, that gentlemen of liberal 
principles and profeſſion will ſuffer thoſe who are to be ſup- 

lied with medicines, and attended gratis, as being included 
in the contract, to be worſe ſupplied or attended tha thoſe 
who pay the Suigeon liberally 4. their medicines and atten- 
dance; but as it is poſſible, that in other hands all theſe 
evils may happen, and that it is evidenttyjbecome the inte- 
reſt of the Surgeons to ſtarve the hoſpital, we muſt declare 
that the contract entered into with the Surgeon General 
cannot, on thefe accounts, receive our approbation. 

73. We therefore dire& that you forthwith infofkm the 
Surgeon General and Mr. Williams, who is alſo a party to 
the deed, that we think it inconſiſtent with their occupation, 
and with the ſtation they hold in our ſervice, to engage in 
contracts of this nature; that we likewiſe hope they will, 
on reconſideration, be equaily ſenſible of the 1mpropriety 
thereof, and not only conſent to aboliſh the e con- 
tract, but exert their utmoſt influence in regulating the 
hoſpital, and afford you every aſſiſtance in their power to 
enable you to retrench ſuperfluous charges; and you are to 
acquaint the Surgeon General, that on no other terms will 

ve conſent to any addition being made to his uſual ſalary. 

74. And it is our further order, that if the Surgeon Ge- 
neral ſhall not conſent to relinquiſh the contract, nor 
actually cancel the deed within one month after the arrival 
of this letter at Fort William, that you forbear to pay him 
any other ſalary or emolument on the Company's account 
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chan that which he enjoyed before the addition granted him, 
as recorded on your proceedings of the 4th of December, 
I . ; | 

| mo We obſerve the additional ſalary was granted to the 
Surgeon General within fix months after giving him the 
hoſpital contract; but whatever neceſſity there might have 
been for increaſing his emoluments before that period, we 
muſt be of opinion it was totally obviated by the bargain 
then concluded. . 

76. The amount of the additional ſalaty granted to the 
Surgeon General appears to us very large; and we are ſur- 
prized, with our former orders concerning commiſſion on 
the revenues before you, how you could venture, in your 
computation, to aſſign a ſum to the Surgeon General in 
lieu of ſuch commiſhon, equal to that uſually received by 
a Lieutenant Colonel, 1 n 

77. In order to prevent the Company's money from be- 
ing thus given away in future without their conſent, we 
1 direct that no augmentation be henceforth made 

y you to the ſalary and emoluments that have been eſta- 
bliſhed or approved by the Court, without their licence 
firſt obtained for that purpoſe, except in caſes of extreme 
neceſſity; and in every ſuch caſe, that you take ſufficient 
ſecurity that all money which may be paid on that account, 
and which ſhall afterwards be diſallowed by the Court of 
Directors, be refunded, with intereſt thereon from the time 
of payment. This regulation is alſo to be ſtrictly obſerved 
by our Board of Trade, and to remain a flanding order in 
all time to come, unleſs repealed by the Court of Directors. 

78. We ſhall not by this opportunity confirm the ſpecific 
allowance made by you to the Surgeon General ; but we 
conſent, for the preſent, that in addition to his former al- 
Jowance, and in conſequence of his giving up the contract, 
and attending to the regulation of our hoſpital, and to the 
reduction of our charges, he be paid the additional ſum of 
10,000 current rupees per annum; and if it ſhall hereafter 
appear, that by his aſſiſtance and influence our hoſpital is 
put under proper regulations, and our medical charges fo 
reduced as to warrant a further recompence being made to 
him, he may rely upon our attending to the ſubject as ſoon 
as the regulations are eſtabliſhed, and the amount of the 
ſavings ſhall become an obje& worthy of our conſideration. 

79. Another article which comes under our inſpection, 
is the contract concluded for five years with Captain Forde, 
for an armed veſſel for the pilotage of the Chittagong river, 
and for the defence of the coaſt and river againſt the incur- 
ſions of the Muggs. | 

80. Our objeCtions reſpecting this contract are to the in- 
utility of the meaſure, to the principle upon which it is 

25 | ä ' founded, 
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founded, to the time. which it is concluded, and to the 
expence incurred by the Company on that account. 

81. The defence of the coaſt, and the protection of the 
country from the incurſions of plunderers, are no doubt 
proper objects of the Company's care, but ſurely not to be 


farmed out to any Contractor whatever. If it be not a 


dangerous ſervice, the eſtabliſhment is totally unneceſſary ; 
if it be a dangerous ſervice, it is evidently the intereſt of 
the Contractor to avoid danger, and not to hazard the loſs 
of his ſhip or men, becauſe they muſt be replaced at his 
own expence; and therefore, as an active and faithful diſ- 
charge of the ContraQor's duty ſeems incompatible with his 
intereſt ; we muſt on that account diſapprove the contract 
in queſtion. 

82, We find it ſuggeſted in General Clavering's minute, 
that during the twelve months which Captain Forde com- 
manded the Company's ſnow Amazon, at Chittagong, he 
never ftirred out of harbour, nor ever moved at the appear- 
ance of the Muggs on the neighbouring coaſt. If this be 
true, when the ſhip and men were at the riſk of the Com- 
pany, we have no reaſon to conclude that the ſervice will be 

:tter performed at the ſole riſk of the Contractor. 

83. The marine charges at Chittagong for the year pre- 
ceding the contract, were current rupees 5,071, but the an- 
nual charge to be incurred by Captain Forde's contract, ex- 
cluſive of naval and ordnance ſtores, which are to be fur- 
niſhed to him at the Company's expence, is rupees 33,000 
per annum ; and as it does not appear to us, that the utility 
of the meaſure by any means warrants ſo great an addition 
to our ſtanding charges at Chittagong, it muſt therefore be 
diſallowed on account of the expence. 

84. The contract is for the term of five years. We 
conceive it was impoſhble for you to judge with certainty, 
at the time of contrafting, whether the experiment you 
were about to adopt would anſwer the ends propoſed even 
for one year, or whether it could be attended with the ſmal- 
leſt benefit to the country or the Company, and therefore 
we muſt alſo diſapprove of the length of time to which this 
contract is extended. , | 

85. We obſerve Mr. Francis has remonſtrated, and 
General Clavering proteſted againſt the meaſure under con- 
fideration : We now direct you forthwith to inform Captain 
Forde, that we deem contracts for protection and defence 
of any = of the country highly improper ; that we have 
no doubt of his acquieſcing in the propriety of our re- 
marks, and relinquiſhing a contract which we think in- 


conſiſtent with his duty; but if Captain Forde ſhall not 


agree, and actually cancel the deed within one month after 


the receipt of your notification, then we direct, that you 
| forthwirh 
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forthwith ſuſpend him from the execution of any other of- 
fice in our ſervice than the command of his own ſhip, the 
better to enable him to execute the ſervice for which that 
ſhip is intended; and that you take fuch further meaſures 
for the protection and defence of the coaſt and river of 
Chittagong, as ſhall appear to you abſolutely neceſſary for 
thoſe 1 1 5 8 n 

89. In the 68th raph of your letter per Europa, you 
* — us, that as 8 — hell by Mr. Keble 
had been ſome time expired, and the diſburſements of that 
department defrayed by him only from month to month, 

ou had accepted propoſals from Captain Wedderburne and 
Mr. John Sampſon, your Maſter and Deputy Maſter At- 
tendant, for two years, b the terms allowed to the late 
contractor for the hf year of his contract. We find Mr. 
Keble's contract expired the iſt of September. "The ap- 
plication of Meſſis. Wedderburne and Sampſon was made 
the 22d of October, and their contract concluded the 1ſt 
of November, | 

90. One great objection to this tranſaction is, that the 
Maſter Attendant, inflead of becoming the Marine Con- 
tractor, certainly was, or ought to have been, the proper 
check upon any other perſon who might have undertaken 
that ſervice upon contract; and your deſtroying this check, 
as it reſpects the intereſt of the Company, appears to us 
very exceptionable. ä 

91. Upon the expiration of Mr. Keble's contract, it was 
indiſpenſable duty, in caſe you found it expedient to 
renew the marine contract, to have advertiſed for freſh pro- 
poſals, and take the loweſt, with good ſecurity for perform- 
ance, according to the letter and ſpirit of our inſtructions. 

92. As the new Contractor offered no better terms than 
thoſe of his predeceſſor, it was an act of great partiality to 
grant his requeſt, and of unneceſſary ſeverity to diſpoſſeſs 

lr. Keble at a moment's warning, without obtaining 
terms more advantageous for the Company. 

93. Mr. Wedderburae having deceaſed ſinee the conclu- 
ſion of the contract, we direct you forthwith to ſignify to 
Mr. Sampſon, that he muſt relinquiſh the marine contract 
in November following the receipt of this our order, and be 
no longer a competitor for, or intereſted directly or inditectly 
in, any future contract of this nature, except he reſign his 
office of Maſter Attendant. We think either of thoſe em- 
—— ſufficient to occupy the attention of one perſon; 

ut were it otherwiſe, we are determined that our Maſter 


. 
= 


Attendant ſhall remain a conſtant check upon the Marine 

Contractor. 
94- If Mr, Sampſon ſhould prefer the office of Maſter 
Attendant, and give up the marine contract, you are then 
| j to 
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to advertize for propoſals, and take the loweſt, in the man- 
ner directed in the 36th paragraph of our inſtructions of 
20th March, 1774. But if Mr. Sampſon ſhall rathet 
chuſe to hold the marine contract, you are then to appoint 
the next perſon in ſucceſſion to fill the office of Maſter At- 
tendant, proviſionally; until our further pleaſure on this 
ſubject ſhall be known. 2 

95. In the 134th paragraph of the Company's general 
letter, dated the 23d March, 1770, the Preſident and Coun- 
eil were poſitively directed not to fail, every year, to adver- 
tiſe for and receive ſuch propoſals as might be offered for 
ſupplying the _ with proviſions, and for feeding 
_ draught and carriage bullocks to be employed with the army, 

and that, in all caſes, thoſe propoſals which ſhould appear 
loweſt in point of charge fhould be accepted. They were alſo 
to take care that in all advertiſements a ſufficient time ſhould 
be allowed for candidates to prepare propoſals, before the 
expiration of the ſubſiſting contract, arid before the time 
limited for receiving them. And in the 3gth article of 
your general inſtructions, dated the 29th of March, 1774, 

ou were expreſſly directed not only to attend ſtrictly to the 

anding orders of the Company, but to “ all ſuch orders 
% and inſtructions as the Court of Directors had tranſmitted 
& to the Governor and Council, or Select Committee at Fort 
« William.” 

96. In September, 1777, Mr. Johnſon (who had held 
the army contract in 1775) gives in propoſals for providing 
and feeding draught and carriage cattle, and for victualling 
the Europeans. Inſtead of proceeding according to the 
Court's orders, and to the eſtabliſhed uſage of the ſervice, 
you direct Mr. Johnſon's propoſals to be compared with the 
terms of the unexpired contract; and by the report of 
your Secretary we find them correſpond with the terms of 
the ſaid contract, except in two particulars, namely, that 
Mr. Johnſon demanded an additional ſum of one rupee per 
month for feeding camels not on actual ſervice, and 15 ru- 
pees per month for every camel which ſhould be his own 
property, though no ſuch ſtipulation had been made by 
the Contractor in he ſubſiſting contract. 

97. Admitting, as we do, that the increaſe of charge to 
the Company was inconſiderable, your proceedings were 
nevertheleſs totally irregular, and your acceptance of Mr. 
Johnſon's offers was in many points of view a moſt deli- 
berate breach of your duty; you have extended a contract 
for three years, which was poſitively ordered to be annual; 
you have refuſed to advertiſe for propoſals, though expreſsly 
commanded by the Court of Directors; and you have con- 
cluded this contract for three years upon terms leſs advan- 

| tageous 


Under LoD North 47 


tagedus than the preceding contract, and therefore not upon 
the loweſt terms procurable. | 

98. The perſon who then held the contract had juſt pe- 
tioned you for an extenſion of his term, and expreſſed his hope 
for holding. the contract for three years. He alſo ſignified 
a wiſh to be allowed half price for diſcharged bullocks, and 
prime coſt for extra bullocks procured during the march of 
the army ; which regulations were not in his former con- 
tract. 

99. With theſe materials before you the queſtion is put, 
whether the Contractor's terms, or the propoſals of Mr. 
2 ſhall be accepted? Mr. Francis, in ftrict con- 

ormity witn the Company's orders, and according to eſta- 
bliſhed uſage, was of opinion that the contract ſhould be 
advertiſed. Mr. Barwell thought the preſent Contractor 
had (the preceding year) by making low propoſals (to uſe 
his own phraſe) cjected Mr. Fobnſon, in hopes of obtaining 
future indulgence, and theretore he could not heſitate to give 
his vote for Mr. Johnſon: | | 

100. However ſtrange Mr. Barwell's motive for giving 
his vote for Mr. Johnſon may appear to us, we muſt confelg 
the Governor Generals reaſons for concurring therein were 
ſtill more extraordinary; his words are, I diſapprove of 
% publiſhing for propoſals; the contract is reduced too 
* — already, and will require a vigilant attention to it 
© on the part of the Commanding Officer of the corps of 
„% the army, that it be duly performed.” To which he 
adds, that according to the beſt information he had been 
able to obtain, little profit would be made by the Contractor. 
if he did his duty. 

101. But although the Governor General has thought 
proper to expreſs ſo direct and pointed a diſapprobation of 
the mode adopted and poſitively enjoined by the Company 

for conducting ſo great a branch of their affairs as that of 
the army contralt, we nevertbeleſs adhere to the propriety 
of the Court's orders; and hereby renew the injunction, 
that you fail not every year, three months at leaſt before 
the expiration of the ſubſiſting contract, to advertiſe for and 
receive ſuch propoſals as may be offered for ſupplying the 
troops with proviſions, and for feeding bullocks and camels 
to be employed with the army; and that in all caſes you 
accept the loweſt, with ſufficient ſecurity for performance. 
102. If the prefent Contractor ſhall think proper to con- 
form to this regulation, and give in propofals lower than 
thoſe of any other perſon who ſhall offer good ſecurity 
for performance, he will be enabled to hold the army con- 
tract for another year, or it may be to the end of his pre- 
ſent term, but on no other conditions will we permit it. 
And it he ſhall think himſelf aggrieved, and take meaſures 
. | 1 


Cienſuru the Diroctari on Mr. Haſtings, 
in conſequence, by which the Company becomes involved 
in loſs or damage, we ſhall certainly hold the majority of 
our Council asbl for ſuch loſs or damage, and proceed 
againſt them accordingly ; but as one of the Members of 
your Board has very properly entered his diſſent to the 
meaſure, he will of courſe be exempted from proſecution, 
and in juſtice to his ſentiments and conduct on the occa» 
758 we hereby declare, that they have our entire appro+ 

ation. 8 

103. And we further direct that the before - mentioned 
134th paragraph of the Court's general letter on this ſub- 
ject, dated the 23d of March, 1770, be forthwith given 
out in general and brigade orders, and read at the head of 
every brigade and detachment of our troops in Bengal, by 
the reſpective Adjutants doing duty with ſuch troops, once 
in every three months at leaſt ; and likewiſe, that the Com- 
mander in Chief, and Commandants of the ſaid corps, re- 
port to you every month in what manner the troops are 
victualled, the cattle fed, and in general how the terms of 
the contract are obſerved and fulfilled by the Contractor, 
ſo far as ſhall have come to his or their knowledge, for 
your information and guidance in rectifying abuſes, if ſuch 
— hereafter occur in the carrying on of this important 

rvice. 

107. In your plan for victualling the new fort we obſerve 
the ſtores are to be furniſhed by the Agent at the bazar or 
market price, and changed, at his expence, ſo often as ſhall 
be found neceſſary. They are to be purchaſed with the 
Company's advances, and the Agent 1s. to be allowed. a 
commiſſion or per centage for loſſes which may be occa- 
ſioned by decay, waſtage, and variation of the markets, 
and alfo for ſervants wages, and other expences, | 
5 108. In — 1 aſcertain what ſum would be a reaſona- 

e compenſation for the Agent, you very properly agree to 
conſult — principal merchants of Calcutts — the Aböedt. 

109. The perſons conſulted were Mr. John Robinſon, 
Mr. Charles Croftes, and Mr. David Kellican; they re- 
Port 12 per cent. as a compenſation for loſs by decay, waſt- 
age; and variation of markets; 5 per cent. for the Agent's 
trouble; and 3 per cent. for Cooley Hire, ſervants wages, 
and charges of that nature; amounting in the whole ta 
20 per cent. upon the prime coſt of ſtores to be provided. 

110. In the Governor General's minute, reſpecting the 
coſt and expenditure of ſtoces, it is ſtated, that a loſs has 
been ſuſtained of 45 per cent. per annum for two years; 
the Governor General therefore concludes, that an allow= 
ance of 20 per cent. would' neither afford the Agent the 
{malleſt encouragement, nor even the proſpe& of an in- 
demnification for loſſes which might be ſuſtained in 3 

. 4 


able Nores. He therefore moves, that 30 per cent. per an- 


num be allowed upon all ſtores to be provided by the 


Agent. 


111. Mr. Barwell ſays the opinion of Merchants can- 


not be oppoſed to facts, and that as the loſs ſuſtained had 
been go per cent. in two years (or 45 per cent. per annum) 
he gives his aſſent to the Governor General's propoſal for 
30 per cent. per annum. — But if the Company's intereſt 
had been duly regarded by the Governor General and Mr. 
Barwell, they muſt have obſerved that the exceſſive loſs of 
grain, upon which their eſtimate was calculated, had been 
occaſioned by the want of proper magazines, and by other 
circumſtances eaſy to be remedied or corrected, and there- 
fore ought not to have been urged as arguments for granting 
30 per cent. inſtead of 20 _ cent, commiſſion, in direct 
cppoſition to a report made at your own requeſt, by the 
moſt reſpectable Merchants in Calcutta, who doubtleſs 
would gladly have taken the contract upon the terms of 
their own propoſitions, 


112. As the idea of taking the opinions of Merchants 


originated with Mr. Francis, we find he reſolved to abide 
by their opinion. *. 

113. General Clavering has juſtly objected to the im- 
menſe profits of the Agent. — He eſtimates the amount of 
proviſions for the fort at three lacks of rupees, and of 
courſe the agency at rupees 90,000. ; 

114. And befides the commiſſion to be paid by the Com- 
pany, the General obſerves, that Merchants calculate upon 
a profit being gained from 15 to 25 per cent. on proviſions 
brought from the country to Calcutta; he therefore con- 
cluds, that the Agent may ſecure an additional profit of 20 
per cent, on that account, which, added to his commiſſion, 
renders the total rupees 1,50,000 on the firſt half-year's 
delivery of ſtores, . 

115. The mode of the Agent's G—— was alſo 
objected to by General Clavering. The perſon propoſed 
by the Governor General was Mr. Belli, his private Secre- 
tary, The General reminds the Board of the Company's 

order that contracts ſhould be advertiſed. Had this mode 
beery purſued, the Governor General's Secretary could only 
have obtained the agency on the loweſt terms. The Go- 
vernor General objected to advertifing, leſt the world 
ſhould know what proviſion was made for defence of the 
fort; this reaſoning the General reprobates, becauſe, ſup- 
poſing it publicly known that four months proviſions were 
ſafe in the fort, it would diſcourage an enemy, rather than 
invite them to attack the place. | | 

116. In anſwer to the General's obſervations, the Go- 
vernor General bas pledged himſelf, that if required by 
the Court of Directors, the — ariſing ſrom the agency 

Vor, I. hall 
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ſhall be paid into the Company's treaſury, and appropriated 
as the Court ſhall direct. | 

117. On this view of facts, we deem it equitable that 
the amount paid, or to be paid, to Mr, Bellt by the Com- 

any, for agency, be reduced to 20 per cent. which ſum, 
— the reaſons above mentioned, muſt be conſidetred as an 
ample compenſation for his trouble, riſk, loſs, and all ex- 
pences whatever. 

118. It is therefore our poſitive order, that, according to 
the engagement of the Governor General, the Agent's ac- 
counts be forthwith laid before your Board, and that the 
commiſſion paid, or to be paid, to Mr, Belli on thoſe ac- 
counts, be reduced to 20 per cent. and likewiſe, that the ſaid 
commiſhon be calculated _ the prime coſt of proviſions . 
furniſhed, and not upon the Bazar price at Calcutta, 

119. In your letter per Europa, you acquaint us, that 
on the expiration of Colonel Parker's contract, many pro- 
poſals were received for keeping in repair the cantonments 


of Barumpore and Dinapore ; but that before you cloſed 


with any of them, the late Contractor had ſtated the ex- 
pence mcurred by him m the firſt year, and offered to en- 
gage for that ſum, and for a per centage for his profit, to 
continue his ſuperintendance of the ſaid repairs ; that upon 
confideration of the ſubject, you were of opinion, the ex- 
pence attending the ſaid repairs could not be aſcertained by 
any fixed ſtandard ; that it would be moſt for the inte 
of the Company to reject all the propofals, and to adopt 
another mode for conducting the bufineſs. 
120. On reference to your proceedings, we find, that 
when you came to this determination, propoſals were be- 
fore you to perform the ſervice in queſtion for 27, 251 ru- 
pees per annum lefs than the offers made by Lieutenant 
Colonel Parker. . Mr. Francis and General Clavering 
thought you were bound to accept the loweſt propoſal, with 
good ſecurity for performance; but Mr. Barwell being of 
opinion, that if Lieutenant Colonel Parker would deliver 
in bills upon honour, a commiſſion of 15 per cent. ſhould be 
allowed him thereon fer his trouble; and the Governor 
General concurring in Mr. Barwell's propoſition, it of 
courſe became a reſolution of the Board; and in ce uſe- 
quence of this reſolution, General Clavering juſtly ob- 
ſerves, that every good effeft which the Court of Directors 
6 ewe: from advertizing for contratts, ſeem entirely de- 
feated. | 
121. Inſtead of Lieutenant Colonel Parker's offers bei 

the loweſt, they were the higheſt. He could not on tho 
terms obtain the contract; you therefore determine to re- 
ject all propoſals, and to grant him 15 per cent. upon his 
diſburſements, without requiring any other check or vouch- 
er for the ſame than his own honour. 

122. When 
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122. When Lieutenant Colonel Parker propoſed to ſu- 
perintend the repairs by agency, he requeſted 25 per cent. 
for his trouble, or ſuch leſs ſum as ſhould be ſettled by the 
Board, by whoſe determination he declares he will impli- 
citly abide ; but the Board having agreed to allow only 15 

cent. he then declines the propoſal ; ſays he is unable, 
without perſonal inſpection into the charges and conduct 
of his Agents, to pledge his honour for the amount of the 
real expence incurred ; and informs you that his principal 
reaſon for ſoliciting the continuance of the contract was, 
becauſe he had a conſiderable — of ſtores on hand; 
and that as Mr. Vanderheyden had offered to take them off 
his hands, provided he might enjoy the terms offered to 
Colonel Parker, he hoped you would indulge him with li- 
berty to relinquiſh the truſt in favour of that Gentleman, 
which would enable Colonel Parker to attend to the more 
indiſpenſable duties of his military ſtation : Whereupon 
= immediately reſolve on the meaſure, and require Mr. 
anderheyden to accept the offer. ; 

123. As the caſe now ſtands, the hoanyur of Mr. Vander- 
heyden is to be taken for the juſtneſs of his bills; and it is 
evidently become his intereſt to expend as much money as 
- on the cantonments, becauſe he draws a commiſ- 
ion of 15-per cent. on his diſburſements. We do not 
mean to arraign the integrity of the preſent Agent, but we 
ſhall ever difallow all modes of —— public buſineſs 
on PR which make the honour of the Agent the cri- 
terion of the amount of his diſburſements, and render 
his intereſt incompatible with frugality, and conſequently 
with the welfare of the Company. 

124. We therefore direct, that the agency of Mr. Van- 
derheyden, on the principles above mentioned, be forth- 
with diſcontinued, and that you again advertiſe for pro- 
poſals to keep the cantonments in repair by contract, with 
good ſecurity for performance, unleſs you ſhall be convinced 
it may be better performed, and at leſs expence, by agency; 
and in ſuch caſe the Agent's emoluments muſt ariſe from 
ſavings made in conducting the bufineſs committed to his 
care, and on no account be calculated upon the amount of 
his expenditures. ' 

131. From a view of your conduct towards the Ranny 
of Burdwan, and the Ranny of Radſhahy, and her adopted 
ſon Rajah Ramkiſſen, and from your intereſting debates 
concerning thoſe perſons, we have already been induced, 
in the the 92d paragraph of our letter of the 4th of March, 
to expreſs our diſapprobation of every mode of vexatious 
interference in the private concerns of the Zemindars, and 
of the idea of diſturbing them in the quiet enjoyment of 
their poſſeſſions; and as the Rannies above mentioned ap- 
pear to have fuffered an 1 degree of 1 
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and diſtreſs ſince, by the death of Colonel Monſon, the 
Governor General and Mr. Barwell became a majority of 
the Boatd, we now direct, as the moſt eligible mode of 
doing juſtice to all parties, that ſoon as conveniently may 
be, after the number of our Council ſhall be complete, and 
conſiſt of Five Members, the whole of the proceedings of our 
Council relative to the Ranny of Burdwan, and to the Ranny 
of Radſhahy, be taken into your moſt ſerious confideration, 
and that to the utmoſt of your power the moſt impartial juſ- 
tice be rendered to the Zemindars above mentioned; and if 
it ſhall appear to Three Members of the Board, that the requi- 
fitions and injunctions of the Governor General and Mr. 
Barwell, reſpecting the Ranny of Burdwan, were improper, 
and the re-eſtabliſhment of Bridjoo Kiſſore Roy, who had 
been removed by the late majority, and the placing a mili- 


tary force upon the Rajah's houſe, were acts of oppreſſion ; 


or that the diſpoſſeſſion of the Ranny of Radſhahy and her 
adopted ſon, and the diſtinction in her disfavour, reſpe&- 
ing outſtanding balances, were unwarrantable proceedings, 
we direct that you make ſuch reparation to thoſe Zemindara 
as their re ſpective caſes ſhall require: but if, on the con- 
trary, you ſhall at full Board be of opinion, and reſolve, 
that the proceedings of the Governor General and Mr. Bar- 
well, concerning the Ranny of Radſhahy and the Rhanny 
of Burdwan, were founded in juſtice, then we hereby di- 
rect, that you ratify the ſaid procgedings, and forthwith 
inform the parties concerned, that you have our orders to 
ſignify to them our confirmation thereof, 

132. We have attended to the repreſentation of Mr. Ben- 


| jamin Lacam, ſetting forth the diſtreſs to which he is re- 


duced by your determination concerning harbour rates, and 
boats navigating that part of Channel Creek which is in- 
cluded in his Pottah ; and upon the fulleſt conſideration we 
are convinced of the impropriety of ſuffering a toll to be 
impoſed on boats, and direct that Mr. Lacam be informed 
thereof, and reſtrained from collecting ſuch toll; and if 
Mr. Lacam ſhall nevertheleſs inſiſt on having a right to 


receive toll on boats, then our pleaſure is, that the validity 


of his Pottah, and of his right to collect ſuch toll, be forth- 
with tried in the Supreme Court of Judicature ; and that no 
toll be in the mean time collected on boats; that you make 
ſtrict enquiry whether Mr. Lacam has expended any, and 
what ſums of money, in conſequenge of his ſuppoſing him- 
ſelf entitled, by the terms of his Pottah, to a toll on boats; 
and if you find that charges haye actually been incurred by 
him on that account, then apr pleaſure is, make Mr. La- 
cam ſuch compenſation for the ſaid charges, as the juſtice 
-of the caſe may require, | | 
134. Having thought fit to appoint Thomas Fitzhugh, 
Eſquire, Mr. Thomas Bevau, and Mr. Matthew Raper, 


ro 
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to be a Select Committee of S upracargoes, with full powers 
to tranſact the Company's buſineſs in China, we direct, 
that you addreſs the ſaid Committee, whenever our affairs 
ſhall render it neceſſary for you to correſpond with our ſer» 
vants at Canton. 

135. We have appointed the following perſons to be Su- 
— under our Select Committee at China; viz. 

eſſrs. James Bradſhaw, William Henry Pigou, George 
Rogers, Abraham Roebuck, Henry Browne, John Har- 
riſon, George Camming, Alexander Bruce, Charles Ed- 
ward Pigou, Henry Lane, and David Lance. 

136. We have reſolved to allow our Supracargoes, below 
the Select Committee, and Writers of five years ſtanding, 
the privilege jointly of tranſacting buſineſs by commiſſion 
for private perſons, care being taken that it be for ſuch perſons 
as are licenſed by us to trade in India; but no perſon what- 
ever in our ſervice in China ſhall be permitted ſeparately to 
receive conſignments, or to tranſact any buſineſs by com- 
miſhon, or otherwiſe, except on account of, and for the 
Eaſt India Company. 

137. We have further reſolved, that the whole amount 
of profit arifing or to ariſe to the Company's ſervants from 
executing commiſſions for private perſons, be divided in 
equal proportions, ſhare and ſhare alike, amongſt the per- 
| ſons next below the Select Committee, including all Writers 
of five years ſtanding in ſuch diviſion ; but as we have 
found it neceſſary to prohibit the commanders of our ſhips 
from carrying out to Canton, without our ſpecial licence, 
any clock, watch, temple, toy, or other curious article 
whatever, of which prohibition due notice has been given ; 
in order to render this regulation more effectual, we have 
excepted the above articles from the privilege granted to our 
Supracargoes and Writers, and poſitively directed, that no 
clock, watch, temple, toy, or other article of the like 
nature, received by them, or by any of our ſervants in 
China, {poſed of by commiſhon or otherwife, after the 
publication of our orders to the contrary, on any account 
or pretence whatever, unleſs the importer ſhall firſt produce 
to our Select Committee at Canton the Company's ſpecial 
licence for carrying any ſuch article to China; and we have 
further directed, that every perſon offending againſt this 
regulation be forthwith ſuſpended, and not reſtored but by 
application to the Court of Directors. 

138, But as the Court of Directors thought fit, by their 
inſtructions, dated the 4th of November, 1775, to autho- 
rize and permit any of the Company's Supracargoes to re- 
ceive commiſhons for any bullion, goods, and merchandize, 
which might be committed to their care, provided fuch 
bullion; goods, and merchandize, be received from, or 
genſigned to, any perſon * licenſed to reſide at any 
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of our Preſidencies in India; and as we conceive it probabte, 
that, in conſequence of the ſaid permiſſion granted in No- 
vember, 1775, our Supracargoes have already received, or 
have had conſigned to them, bullion, goods, and merchan- 
dize, which cannot be diſpoſed of conſiſtently with our 
' preſent orders; and as che conſignees may not deem them- 
ſelves warranted, without authority from the conſignors, to 
bring the ſame to the joint account of our Supracargoes, and 
Writers of five years ſtanding, as above directed; for the 
relief of ſuch perſons, we hereby direct, that every Supra- 
cargo in our ſervice who ſhall, before the arrival of theſe our 
i orders at Canton, have actually received goods to be diſ- 
ſed of by commiſſion, in conſequence of the Court's au- 
thority, granted in their letter of the 24th November, 1775, 
or to whom goods ſhall have been actually conſigned, by 
rſons licenſed to refide at any of our Preſidencies in India, 
—— the publication of theſe our orders at any ſuch Preſi- 
dency reſpectively, then and in every ſuch caſe the merchan- 
dize actually received or conſigned as aforeſaid, before the 
publication of our orders to the contrary, may be diſpoſed 
of by ſuch Supracargo or Supracargoes to whom they ſhall 
have been ſo conſigned or received, without bringing the 
ſame to the joint ſtock account, ſubject however to all the 
limitations and reſtrictions contained in the Court's ſaid 
orders of the 24th November, 1775, and not otherwiſe. 
And after goods ſo conſigned or received, before our orders 
were made public, ſhall have been diſpoſed of, no perſon 
or perſons whatever in our ſervice in China, or at Macao, 
or who may hereafter proceed thither, either from England, 
or from India, ſhall, on any account, be permitted, jointly 
or ſeparately, to receive any conſignment, or to diſpoſe of 
any bullion, goods, wares, or merchandize whatever, or 
to tranſact any buſineſs by commiſhon, or otherwiſe, ex- 
cept in the manner above directed in theſe our orders and 
inſtructions, | 
139. We conſider the new office of Commiſſioner of Law 
Suits as a breach of the Company's bye law, improper in 
its nature, and totally unneceſſary, You have five public 
Secretarics, one of them ought certainly to tranſact the buſi - 
neſs aſſigned to this new office. All correſpondence reſpect- 
ing law ſuits muſt, in the firſt inſtance, come before your 
Board, and your proceedings thereon be regularly entered 
on conſultation, and alſo in a ſeparate book to be kept for 
that purpoſe, in the manner directed concerning contracts; 
broken Eu muſt alſo be carried up to the lateſt period poſ- 
ſible before the diſpateh of every ſhip, and be tranſmitted 
for our information. We therefore direct, that the office of 
Commiſſioner of Law Suits be forthwith diſcontinued, and 
that all facts and circumſtances neceſlary for the A 
: | | 0 
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of our Attorney and Advocate General, to enable them to 


defend our property and privileges, be duly arranged by one 


of your Secretaries, and invariably ſubmitted to your con- 


fideration in ſuch department as you ſhall think proper for 
takin ——— of matters of this nature. [Commiſſioners 
Monthly Salary, rupees 1,200, Houſe Rent 400, Writers 400, 
Total rupees 2,000, or C. 2,784 per annum. ] | 

141. We obſerve, that in March 1776, on the Gover 
nor General's motion, the ſalary of the Perſian Tranſlator 
was increaſed from 100 to 600 Sicca rupees per month, 
which was to be in full of every other E Three 
hundred rupees per month were however added for Houſe 
Rent. You have now reſolved, that the office of Per ſian 
T ranſlator ſhall be put on the ſame footing, reſpecting ſa- 
lary, as the Secretary of your principal department; ſo that 
an office which, in March 1776, was executed for 100 ru- 
= per month, is, in January, 1778, increaſed to 1,800 
Jicca rupees per month, and 300 for Houſe Rent. Theſe 
proceedings deſerve our ſevereſt cenſure. . And we ditect, 
that the falary of the Perſian Tranſlator be not only reduced 
to 600 rupees per month, and not again increaſed without 
our permiſſion firſt obtained for that purpoſe, but that all 
above that amount, which ſhall have been received by him 
on the arrival of this letter, be forthwith repaid into our 
treaſury, on pain of ſuſpenſion from our ſervice, 

144. We are very ſenſible of the merit of Mr. Larkins, 
and permit you to render his ſalary equal to that of your 
Accountant General of the Revenue Department ; but as 
we have, in our letter of the zoth Jandary, 1778, diſap- 
proved your increaſing the Revenue Secretary's ſalary from 
1,200 to 1,800 rupees per month, and ordered the ſaid in- 
creaſe to be diſcontinued, we think it improper that the 
ſalaries of either of your Accountants ſhould exceed that of 
your MOTT in the Revenue Department, and therefore 
direct, that the ſalaries of your Accountants be fixed at 
1,200 Sicca rupees (£1,670 per annum) per month reſpec- 
tively, which is more than equal to the ſalary of the Mem- 
bers of our Board of Trade, and that they be not again in- 
creaſed, except by order of the Court of Directors. 

145. Upon the removal of Mr. John Stewart, you very 
properly reduced your Public Secretary's allowance from 
2,500 to 1,800 rupees E month; and as he has the care 
both of the public and ſecret departments, we acquieſced in 


his receiving that allowance, more eſpecially as it was ſo 
much below the ſum enjoyed by his predeceſſor; but we 
cannot permit other ſalaries to be unneceſſarily increaſed, 
becauſe they happen to be inferior to that of your Public 
Secretary, who tranſacts the buſineſs of two principal de- 
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— . bg 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, 
e of February, 1779. 


Cenſure of the Removal of Mahomed Reza Khan, and Re- 
| appointment of him, od . 


the 14th 


Para. 8. WE be ng means approve your late proceedings 
on the application of the Nabob Mobarick ul Dowlall, for 
the removal of the Naib Subahdar. The requiſition of 
Mobarick ul Dowlah was improper and unfriendly, becauſe 
he muſt have known that the late appointment of Mahomed 
Reza K han to the office of Naib Subahdar had been marked 
with the Company's ſpecial approbation, and that the Court 
of Directors had aſſured him of their favour ſo long 
as a firm attachment to the Company's intereſt, and 
a proper diſcharge of the duties of his — hy ſhould render 
him worthy of their protection: We therefore repeat our 
declaration, that to require the diſmiſſion of a Prime Mini- 
ſter, thus circumſtanced, without producing the ſmalleſt 
proof of his infidelity to the Company, or venturing to 
charge him with one inſtance of mal adminiſtration in the 
diſcharge of his public duty, was improper, and inconſiſtent 
with the friendſhip ſubſiſting — the Nabob of Bengal 


and the Company. 


9. Adwitting the Nabob's complaint, that Mahomed 
Reza Khan is not connected with him by relative ties, to 
be well founded, it by no means follows that he has been 
deficient in duty, or ſincere attachment to him, or that his 
power is oppreſſive and diſhonourable to the Nabob and his 
family; nor can aſſertions of this nature, unattended by 
proof, have any weight with us. 

10. In regard to the Nabob's claim, to take charge of his 
own affairs, merely becauſe he is of age, and thinks himſelf 
capable of cqnducting them, we find it declared by one of 
your Members, and not contradifted, that he knew with 
certainty that the Nabob is in his own perſon utterly inca- 
pable of executing any of thoſe offices which were deemed 
of eſſential importance to the welfare of the country; and 
we are ſorry to find, that neither this declaration, nor the 
proteſts of two Members of the Council, ſeemed to have 
been thought worthy of an anſwer, or even of conſideration, 
by the Majority of the Board. 

11, The Nabob hopes, from your favour and regard to 
juſtice, to be delivered from the authority of Mahomed 
Reza Khan. He ventures to declare the Company ſolely 
indebted to the warm fupport of his anceſtors for their pre- 
ſent greatneſs and advantages. He claims the management 
and adminiſtration of the Soubalidarree as his right ; and 
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ſays it will be highly inequitable in the Company to refuſe 
their approbation to his requeſt. 

12. We paſs over theſe extraordinary ſuggeſtions of the 
Nabob without reply; only obſerving, that in juſtice ta 
him and ourſelves we muſt take the beſt care in our power 
of the peace and internal good goyernment of the country ; 
and we are not diſpoſed to hazard the effects which might 
be occaſioned by committing the entire management thereof 
to his inexperience, without enjoining him to accept ſuch 
aſſiſtance, and to — ſuch miniſters about his perſon, 
as may be deemed neceſſary on the part of the Eaſt India 
Company. 12 

13. The 23d February we find the Nabob's letter, and a 
queſtion thereon, were circulated by the different Members 
of the Board, for their opinions to be taken at the next 
meeting of Council; which meeting happened on the 2d 
day of March, but one of the Members being indiſpoſed 
did not attend at that Board. 

14. We have carefully noticed your debates on the ſub- 
ject; the — Council of that day, that the Naboh's 
letter ſhould be referred to the Court of Directors, and that 
no reſolution ſhould be taken in Bengal on his requiſitions, 
without our ſpecial orders and inſtruftions, appears to us 
very proper; we muſt therefore expreſs our diſapprobation, 
on finding the ſaid reſolutions reſcinded, on the frivolous 
pleas urged by the Majority of the Board three days after- 
wards. 4 x 

15. If the abſence of a Member of Council were ſuffi- 
cient to preclude the diſcuſſion of any ſubject, which might 
have been referred for conſideration by a former Board, or 
to invalidate reſolutions taken during ſuch abſence, it would 
be in the power of any Member effectually to defeat the 
ends propoſed by the inſtitution of a Council, and to put 
a total ſtop to public buſineſs, whenever he thinks proper. 
We ſhall not waſte time in refuting claims of privilege ad- 
vanced on this occafion, becauſe they appear to us unworthy 
of conſideration, and beneath all argument. 

16. The Nabob having intimated that he had repeatedly 
{lated the trouble and uneafineſs which he had ſuffered from 
the Naibſhip of the Nizamut being veſted in Mahomed 
Reza Khan, we obſerve one of the Members of your Board 
defired the Nabob's repeated lettters on the ſubject might be 
read; but this reaſonable requeſt was over - ruled, on a plea 
of ſaving the Board's time, which we can by no means ad- 
mit as a ſufficient objection. * 

17. The Nabob's letters of the 25th and 3oth of Auguſt, 
of the zd September, and 17th of November, leave us 
no doubt of the true defign of this extraordinary bufineſs 
being to bring forward Munny Begum, and again to inveſt 
5 kb”: her 
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her with improper power and influence, notwithſtanding 
our former declaration, that ſo great a part of the Nabob's 
allowance had been embezzled or miſapplied under her ſu- 
perintendance. | _ 0 

18. Inſtead of your declaring that the Nabob's demands 
were grounded on poſitive rights which will not admit of 
diſcuſſion— that the Nizamut is his inheritance—that the 

ndants of the Nizamut Adawlut and Foujedarry ap- 

pertain to that inheritance—that as he is pleaſed to demand 
and aſſert the poſitive rights of his office as Nazim of the 
provinces, there is no ground for denying his requeſt—and 
that a reference to the Company would be an evaſion unbe- 
coming the honour of government; the Nabob might have 
been reminded that a Naib Subadar was appointed, and the 
office continued without interruption or objection during 
the government of his anceſtors, who muſt have been ſup- 
poſed more capable of governing the provinces than a youth 
of twenty years of age. 1 

19. You have requeſted this inexperienced young man 
to permit all the Judges and Officers of the Nizamut and 
Foujedarry Adawluts, or Courts of Criminal Juſtice, and 
alſo all the Foujedars or Officers appointed to guard the 

ace of the country, to continue 1n office until he, the 
Nabob, ſhall have formed a plan for a new arrangement of 
thoſe officers ; and it is with equal ſurprize and concern 
that we obſerve this requeſt introduced, and the Nabob's 
oſtenſible rights ſo ſolemnly aſſerted at this period by our 
Governor — becauſe on a late occaſion, to ſerve a 
very different purpoſe, he has not ſcrupled to declare it as 
- viſible as the light of the ſun, that the Nabob is a mere 
pageant, and without even the ſhadow of authority; no 
circumſtance has-happened fince that declaration was made 
to render the Nabob more independent, nor to give him 
any additional degree of power or conſequence ; you muſt 
therefore have been well apprized that your late conceſſions 
to Mobarick ul Dowlah were unneceſſary, and as ſuch un- 
warrantable. ; | 

20. As we deem it for the welfare of the country that 
the office of Naib Subahdar be for the preſent continued, 
and that this high office ſhould be filled by a perſon of wiſ- 
dom, experience, and approved fidelity to the Oy 
and as we have no reaſon to alter the opinion given of Ma- 
homed Reza Khan, in our letter of the 24th of December, 
1776, we poſitively direct that you forthwith fignify to the 
Nabob Mobareck ul Dowlah our pleaſure, that Mahomed 
Reza Khan be immediately reſtored to the office of Naib 
Subahdar ; and we further direct that Mahomed Reza Khan 
be again aſſured of the continuance of our favour, ſo long as 
a firm attachment to the intereſt of the Company, and a pro- 


per 
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diſcharge of the duties of his ſtation, ſhall render him 
orthy of our protection. 


Extract of the e e. General Letter to Bengal, dated 
the 14th April, 1779. . 


Mr. Nombitoell confirmed Paymaſter in Oude. 


Para. 13. IN anſwer to the 24th paged of your letter 
per Eagle, dated the 17th Auguſt, 1778, ſtating, that you 
expected an amendment of our orders to anſwer the change 
of circumſtances which had taken place in troops ſerving 
with the V izier, you will have been informed, by our let- 
ter, of the 23d December, 1778, that whatever change may 
have been made, or ſhall hereafter be made, in the deno- 
mination or arrangement of thoſe troops which are now 
formed into a brigade, Mr. John Wombwell was to be 
continued in the office of Paymaſter to the ſaid troops, 
with the full pay and emoluments ſpecified in our letter of 
the 28th November, 177): We now repeat that order, 
and expreſsly command, that Mr. John Wombwell be 
forthwith directed to take charge of the ſaid office of Pay- 
maſter to the temporary brigade, and to all the troops, of 
whatever denomination, that are under the command or 
charge of Britiſh Officers, in the ſervice or pay of the 


- Vizier. | 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 
2 14th May, 1779. 


Cenſure on Mr. Haſlings's projected Alliance with the Rajah 
of Berar. 


Para, 1. BY the Eagle packet we have received your ad- 
vices relative to, the meaſures taken for eſtabliſhing an al- 
liance with the Rajah of Berar. At preſent we ſhall only 
remark, that the undertaking appears contrary to the Com- 
pany's former policy, to our engagements with Ragobah 
and Nizam Ally, and doubtful reſpecting any reaſonable 
_—_— of advantage to ariſe therefrom to the Company. 

heſe are our general ideas, on a ſummary view of your 
proceedings; but as the ſubject is important, it ſhall have 
an early and impartial confideration, and our further ſenti- 
ments and orders thereon ſhall be communicated to you by 
the ſhips which remain to be diſpatched as ſoon as convoy 
ſhall be ready to fail for their protection. In the mean 
time, we encloſe a tranſcript of inſtruftions ſent over land 
by Colonel Capper to Bombay, dated the 3iſt Auguſt, 
1778, concerning Ragobah, copy whereof, and alſo a 
packet for you, were tranlmitted by the ſame gg" 
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which we hope you have received; and that the injunctions 
contained in the letter to you of that date have been duly 
obſerved. "| | 


Extratt of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated the 
27th May, 1779. | 


Cenſure on the Reſolution to ſuſpend the Orders relative to Mr. 


Para. 40. We have read, with aſtoniſhment, your formal 
reſolution to ſuſpend the execution of our orders relative 
to Mr. Francis Fowke. Your proceedings at large are 
now before us : We ſhall take ſuch meaſures as appear ne- 
ceſſary for preſerving the authority of the Court of Di- 
rectors, and for preventing ſuch inſtances of direct and 
wilful diſobedience in our ſervants in time to come. At 
preſent, we repeat the commands contained in the 67th 
paragraph of our letter of the zoth of January 1778, and 
direct that they be carried into immediate execution. 


Extract of Court's Letter to Bengal, dated 18th Otter, 
| 1780. 


Extra Allowances to Sir Eyre Coote. 


Par. 4. Y OUR proceedings, relative to ſeveral extra al- 
lowances granted to Sir Eyre Coote, have been but a few 
days before us. By an early opportunity we ſhall give you 
our ſentiments and 3 — fully upon that ſubject. 
At preſent we only obſerve, that theſe allowances appear to 
us in a light ſo very extraordinary, and ſo repugnant to the 
ſpirit of a reſolution of the General Court of Proprietors 
reſpecting the allowance made to General Clavering, that 
we poſitively direct that they be diſcontinued immediately, 
and no part thereof paid after the receipt of this letter. 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 2d 
February, 1781. 


Encreaſed Allowance 10 Sir John Day. 


Par. 51. WE are much concerned at feeling ourſelves 
under an abſolute neceſſity of diſapproving the conduct of 
our Governor General and Council, in giving an increaſed 
ſalary to our Advocate General; not thinking ourſelves at 
liberty either to grant, or to countenance the granting, of 
an increaſed falary, beyond the C. 3,000 a year allowed by 
the General Court, and declared expreſsly by the reſolution 
to be in full conſideration of all demands and allowances, 

“ whatſocver, 
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„ whatſoever for his ſervices to the Company at that Pre- 
« ſidency. It is unneceſſary for us to diſcuſs Sir John 
Day's merits or ſervices ; to determine on the meaſure, it 
is {cient for us to ſay, that the General Court have de- 
clared that C. 3000 a year ſhould be a full ſatisfaction to 
Sir John Day for his ſervices ; and that we hold ourſelves 
bound by the reſolutions of the General Court, and cannot 
allow it to be diſregarded by the Company's ſervants in In- 
dia; therefore we direct, that the increaſed allowance made 
to Sir John Day, of 2. 500 rupees per month, by the 
Governor General and Council, on 17th June, 1779, be 
diſcontinued from the receipt of this. 

52. We wiſh to ſupport the dignity of our Advocate 
General in every thing that is proper ; but we cannot think 
we ſhould be juſtified in countenancing his refuſal to com- 

ly with ſuch formalities as the Court of Judicature, by 
its authority and juriſdiftion, have a right to require. In 
this, however, as it is a law matter, we have not depended 
on our judgments, but have taken the opinions of his Ma- 
jeſty's Attorney and Solicitor General, and our own Stand- 
ing Council, of which we ſend you copies herewith. 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 25th 
| January, 1782. 


Defalcation of Paymaſter;, to Par. 121,—Capt. Forde's Con- 
tract, p. 121.—-Mr. Sampſon's ditto, p. 122 to 124.— Hr. 
Vander heyden's ditto, p. 124 to 127. — Tuo Lacks (Bribe 
from Cheyt Sing) given by Mr. Haſtings to the Company's 
Service ; and Three Lacks (Chout) advanced to Chimnajee, 
Son to the Rajah of Berar, par. 127 to 130. 


Par. 114. We have read with great concern that part of 
your public letter of the 29th of November, 1780, rela- 
tive to the defalcation of Paymaſters. | 

115. In the 38th paragraph of the Court's inſtructions, 
dated the 2gth of March, 1774, it was ordered, that all 
Paymaſters, and other perſons who might apply for money 
in adyance, ſhould at the ſame time ſpecify whether they 
had any of the Company's money in hand, and to what 
amount, and alſo the particular ſervices to which the money 
applied for was to be appropriated ; and it was expreſsly or- 
dered, that no advance ſhould be made from the treaſury, 
upon any application which ſhould be deficient in any of 
the circumſtances above mentioned. : 

116. If theſe inſtructions had been regularly attended to, 
from the inſtitution of the late Government to the time of 
diſcovery, it muſt have been impoſſible for the balances in 


the hands of Paymaſters to have riſen to the alarming 
amount 
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amount ſpecified in your letter, and for which they now 
ſtand defaulters. We obſerve, that you have taken ſuch 
meaſures as appeared moſt likely to recover ſo much as poſ- 
fible of the ran balances ; and muſt rely on your care and 
aſſiduity, not only to prevent the like tranſactions in fu- 
ture, but to render the preſent deficiency and loſs to the 
Company on that account as ſmall as poſſible. 

121. As Captain Forde declined relinquiſhing his con- 
tract for an armed veſſel for the pilotage of the Chittagon 
river, and for the protection of the coaſt and river —. 
the incurſions of the Muggs, the injunction contained in 
the cloſe of the 85th paragraph of the Court's letter of 23d 
December, 1778, became poſitive, and ought to have been 
immediately obeyed. Your having recorded his letter for 
our information was proper, but can be no reaſon for de- 
laying to execute the Court's orders, which did not admit 
of reference to future conſideration; if peculiar circum- 
ſtances had been ſuch as could juſtify delay, they would 
have had due weight with us, but it no where appears to 
have been the caſe reſpecting the contract with Captain 
Forde. | | 
122, We ſee nothing+in Mr. Sampſon's letter to induce 
us to alter our ſentiments reſpecting the impropriety of your 
Maſter Attendant being Marine Contractor ; on the con- 
trary, we repeat the obſervation contained in the Court's 
letter of the 23d December, 1778, that the Marine Con- 
tractor is, or ought to be, the proper check upon any other 
perſon who undertakes that ſervice upon contract. We 
ſhall not controvert-the teſtimonies given of Mr. Sampſon's 
conduct as Marine Contractor; but we muſt remark, that 
no ſtreſs can be laid upon the certificate of Mr. Doveton, 
the Deputy Maſter Attendant, for the following reaſons :— 
Mr. Doveton was a Partner with Mr. Sampſon in the Ma- 
rine Contra, Mr. Doveton was alſo Deputy Maſter Atten- 
dant—Mr. Sampſon was Maſter Attendant: He thinks it 
neceſſary to bring proofs of having done his duty as Ma- 
rine Contractor; and Mr, Doveton, his Partner in the Con- 
tract, and his Deputy in office, ſigns an official teſtimonial 
in favour of his own Partner in the Contra, who was 
alſo-his immediate ſuperior in office. 

124. We do not mean ,to 1mply that the teſtimony of 
Mr. Doveton was not true; for we remark with ſatisfac- 
tion, that the maſters of fourteen of our veſſels have ſigned 


very full and ample teſtimonials that their veſſels had been 


kept in conſtant and good repair; that they had been regu- 
larly furniſhed with all neceſſary ſtores ſince the commence- 
ment of the contract; that they had been annually re- 
fitted in the completeſt manner; and that all wages had 
been regularly paid every month, as they became due; this 
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was very proper evidence of the Contractor having acted 
upon principle, but the.impropriety of his holding the 
contract is not leflened thereby ; we therefore confirm the 
inſtructions given in the 93d and 94th paragraphs of the 
Court's letter of 23d March, 1778, and poſitively direct, 
that our Maſter Attendant be never admitted a competitor 
for, or intereſted directly or indirectly in, any future con- 
tract of this nature. We obſerve Mr. Sampſon thought it 
his duty to comply implicitly with the Court's commands. 
His conduct in that reſpect was becoming his ſtation, and 
has our approbation. 

124. When the Court of Directors ordered the agency 
of Mr. Vanderheyden to be diſcontinued, they alſo di- 
rected you to advertiſe for propoſals to keep the cantonments 
in repair by contract, unleſs you ſhould be convinced that 
it might be better done by agency ; and in fuch caſe the 
Agent's emoluments were to ariſe from ſavings made, and 
not to be calculated upon the amount of his expenditures. 

125, We ſee nothing on the face of your proceeedings 
to warrant a concluſion that the terms propoſed by Mr. 
Vanderheyden to execute the work by contract were ex- 
ceſſive; they were conſiderably lower than the charges in- 
curred by his predeceſſor, and about 6,700 rupees leſs than 
the eſtimate of repairing by agency; but, nevertheleſs, the 
accepting a ſingle propoſal was irregular and unwarrantable. 
We do not find any Member of the Board objected to the 
amount of the annual charge to be incurred, but to the 
length of the term. 

126. The additional clauſe introduced, enabling Govern- 
ment to put a ſtop to the works, if thought proper, when 
two years of the contract ſhall be unexpired, obviates Ge- 
neral Coote's objection reſpecting the utility of the poſt for 
ſo long a period, but affords no relief in cafe the repairs be 
continued. We therefore direct, that 1 upon 
receipt hereof, you fignify our pleaſure to Mr. Vander- 
heyden, that the contract be advertiſed, and that the loweſt 
_ propoſals, with good ſecurity for performance, be ac- 
cepted ; and if Mr. Vanderheyden, from experience in the 
work, ſhall find himſelf able to perform it upon lower 
terms than others offer, we ſhall be well pleaſed to find him 
tinued in that employment, but not otherwiſe. 

127. We have received a letter from our Governor Ge- 
neral, dated the 29th of November, 1780, relative to an 
unuſual tender and advance of money made by him to the 
Council, as entered on your conſultation of the 26th of 
June, for the purpoſe of indemnifying the Company from 
the extraordinary charge which might be incurred by ſup- 
plying the detachment under the command of Major Camac, 
in the invaſion of the Maratta dominions, which lay _ 

you 
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yond the diſtrit of Gohud, and thereby drawing the atten 
tion of Madajee Scindia, to whom the country appertained, 
from General Goddard, while the General was employed 
in the reduction of Baſſein, and in ſecuring the conqueſts 
made in the Guzerat country; and alſo reſpecting the ſum 
of three lacks of rupees, advanced by the Governor General 
for the uſe of the army, under the command of Chimnajee 
Rooſla, without the authority or knowledge of the Coun- 
cil; with the reaſons for taking theſe extraordinary ſteps, 
under the circumſtances ſtated in his letter, 

128. In regard to the firſt of theſe tranſactions, we readily 
conceive that in the then ſtate of the Council, the Gover- 
nor General might be induced to temporary ſecrecy reſpect- 
ing the Members of the Board, not only 4 he might 
be apprehenſive of oppoſition to the propoſed application 
of the money, but perhaps becauſe doubts might have ariſen 
concerning the propriety of appropriating it to the Com- 
pany's uſe on any account; but it does not appear to us that 
there could be any real neceſſity for delaying to communi- 
cate to us immediate information of the channel by which 
the money came into his poſſeſſion, with a complete illuſ- 
tration of the cauſe or cauſes of ſo care an event. 

129. Circumſtanced as affairs were at the moment, it 
appears that the Governor General had the meaſure much 
at heart, and judged it abſolutely neceſſary. The means 
propoſed of defraying the extra expence were very extraor- 
dinary, and the money, as we conceive, muſt have come 
into his, hands by an unuſual channel; and when more 
complete information comes before us we ſhall give our 
ſentiments fully upon the whole tranſaction. to 

130. In regard to the application of the Company's mo- 
ney to the army of Chimnajee Booſla, by the ſole authority 
of the Governor General, he knew that it was entirely at 
his own riſk, and he has taken the reſponſibility upon him- 
ſelf: nothing but the moſt urgent neceſſity could warrant 
the meaſure, nor can any thing ſhort of full proof of ſuch 
neceſſity, and of the propriety and utility of the extraordi- 
nary ſtep taken on this occaſion, entitle the Governor Ge- 
neral to the approbation of the Court of Directors; and 
therefore, as in the former inſtance, relative to the ſum ad- 
vanced and paid into our treaſury, we muſt alſo, for the 
preſent, ſuſpend our judgment reſpecting the money ſent to 
the Berar army, without approving it in the leaſt degree, 
or proceeding to cenſure our Governor General for this 
tranſaction. | 
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Extract of the Company's General Lettter to Bengal ; dated the 
x17; - © goth April, 1782. | | 


Private Diſpatches io Major Scott.—Sir Elijah Impey's Ap- 
pointment to Sudder Dewannee Adaulet reſcinded. 


Par. 3. AND we are the more diſpleaſed, that notwith- 
ſtanding you neglected to tranſmit, to us ſuch important 
advices, yet the material parts of your revenue letter, and 
other papers of great conſequence, were ſent by the Gover- 
nor General to Major Scott, which we cannot but look 
upon as the higheſt inattention to the duty you owe your 
employers, as well as a great diſregard to the legiſlative 
authority of this Kingdom ; and although we ſhall, by fu- 
ture conveyances of ſeveral ſhips which will be ſoon under 
diſpatch, acquaint you with our ſentiments more fully 
upon this and other particulars, yet we could not omit this 
opportunity of expreſſing our diſpleaſure for ſuch great 
neglect. f — 
| 6. Since our letter to you of the 25th January laſt, we 
have reſumed the conſideration of Sir * na Impey's a 
8 to the office of Judge of the Court of Sudder 
Dewannee Adaulet; and being fully, convinced of the im- 
propriety of that appointment, and that no time ſhould be 
oft in coming to a determination on that ſubject, we have 
reſolved; that Sir Elijah Impey be removed from the ſaid 


office immediately upon the receipt hereof. 
| — _ 0 > . — — 
UxDpEer LoR D SHELBURNE'S ADMINISTRATION, 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 
0 12th July, 1782. 


Agreement-with Mr. Kellican annulled, to Par. 36. — Appoint- 
ment of Sir R. Chambers at Chinſura, revoked, p. 36.— Mr. 
Auriol's Contract annulled, p. 41 to 51.—Agreement of Mr. 
Haſtings with the Nabob of Arcot annulled, p. 51. — Af paint- 
ment of Mr. R. J. Sullivan revehed, p. 52.—Opium Con- 
tract with Mr. S. Sullivan cenſured, p. 53.— Commiſſions 
of Captain improperly given, p. 70. 


Par. 17. WE have attended to your advices of the 25th 
November, 1780, in your Revenue Department, reſpecting 
the grant to Mr. David Kellican of the excluſive _ 
OL, I. I © 
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of the trade of Aſſam for four years, from the iſt of 
Janvary, 1781, on his paying the annual ſum of 50, ooo 
Arcot rupees to the Company for ſuch excluſive privilege; 
we have likewiſe peruſed the grant itſelf, as entered on your 
revenue conſultations, together with the petition of Gon- 
anarain Roy, complaining of the injuries he will thereby 
Faſtain ; and a letter from Mr. George Lear, a free mer- 
chant, to the Revenue Council at Dacca, on the ſame ſub- 
ject. | ; 
18. Grants of this nature are ſo repugnant to every 
principle of commerce, fo detrimentai to the revenue, and 
ſo prejudicial to the intereſt of the natives, and others, 
who ought to be allowed a free and uncontrouled trade over 
India, on paying the accuſtomary duties to government, 
that we cannot heſitate a moment in declaring our condem- 
nation of them; and we hereby direct, that the agreement 
with Mr. Kellican be forthwith annvlled : And we not onl 
forbid all future monopolies, but alfo declare, that we fh 
hold you reſponſible for the conſequences of any breach of 
our poſitive orders in this reſpect. RY 5 
36. As we conſider it highly improper that a Judge of the 
Supreme Court ſhould hold any office under your appoint- 
ment, we hereby revoke the appointment of Sir Robert 
Chambers to be Preſident of the Court of Juſtice at Chin- 
ſora, or any other appointment that may have been made 
by you to him, or either of the other Judges, and poſi- 
tively direct that you do, on no account whatever, confer 
any office upon that gentleman, or any other of the Judges 
of the ſaid Court, in future. „ 
41. Having taken into our conſideration the appointment 
of Mr. Auriol to be Agent for ſupplying the other Preſiden- 
cies, and our iſland of St. Helena, with grain, with a com- 
miſſion. of 15 per cent. on his diſburſements ; and having 
examined all your proceedings thereon, we cannot but ex- 
preſs our diſpleaſure at ſuch an unneceſſary expenditure of 
the Company's money. | 
42. Our Pieſidency of Bombay have informed us that 
they received a conſignment from Bengal of 3,040 bags of 
ricez and that they could not but be ſtruck with the enor- 
mous amount of the charges, which were ſaid to be near 
rupees 7 per bag. The freight alone was charged at 5 ru- 
ees per bag, when they could have contracted for it at 
york wo free of all ritk and charges, at rupees 5. 3 per 
bag; but what appeared inexplicable to them was, the 
commiſſion of 15 per cent. to the Agent, which commiſſion 
was not only charged on the prime coſt of the rice, but 
allo on the freight, and all other charges. It likewiſe ap- 
pears, from the eſtimate which you have tranſmitted to us 
of the probable reſources and diſbarſements of your govern- 
| 4 : ment 
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ment within the goth of April, 1481, and iſt May, 1782, 
that the amount which it is expected the Ayent will require 
from your treaſury in 1781-2, will be current rupees 
15,92, 500. At 15 per cent. on this ſum, the commiſſion 
will amount to current rupees 2,38,875, or (taking the 
rupee at 28. 3d.) C. 26,873. Wor oh 

43. This profution of expence is at all times wholly un- 
juſtifiable. But that you ſhould have adopted it when the 
Company were in the utmoſt diſtreſs for money, and almoſt 
very department in arrear, ſhews how little attention has 

en given to our-real intereſts, - 
44. In thus diſapproving a meaſure ſo wholly unjuſti- 
fiable, we mean not to convey cenſure on Mr. Auriol, or on 
any other perſons who may have been appointed to ſimilar 
agencies. But all ſuch appointments are to be forthwith 
annulled, adhering to, and repeating our former orders, 
that ſuch parts of the Company's buſineſs as can be done 
by contract be ſo executed; and in concluding ſuch con- 
tracts, you are to take the inſtructions already before you for 
your guidance. 

51. We have paid due attention to =_ advices reſpect- 
ing the agreement made between your Government and the 
Nabob of the Carnatic in March, 1781; and upon the 
matureſt conſideration of the paper entituled, The Re- 
«« queſt of the Nabob,” and alſo of the replies thereto from 


Ly 


the Governor General and Council, we cannot be of opinion 


that the ſaid agreement was either neceſſary ot expedient, 
and do therefore poſitively direct that the ſame be forthwith 
annulled. > | 
52. We were extremely ſurprized at the appointment of 
Mr. Richard Joſeph Sullivan, in conſequence of the before- 
mentioned agreement, to refide with the Nabob as the Re- 
preſentative and Miniſter of your Government; for unleſs 
you had canſe to ſuſpef that our Governor and Council at 
Madras would not have followed your inflruftions, or that 
they had before actually diſobeyed your orders, reſpecting ſuch 
ſubjects as they are obliged by Act of Parliament to receive 
and obey your inſtructions upon, ſuch an appointment muſt 
naturally tend to leſſen the reſpe& which ought ever to be 
ſhewn to them, not only by the Nabob and his family, but 
alſo by the neighbouring Princes. The Nabob's reſidence 
at Chepauk, which 1s in the vicinity of Madras, clearly 
points out our Governor and Counzil as the fitteſt perſons 
to negociate any matters with his Highneſs from your Go-' 
vernment; we do therefore hereby revoke the ſaid appoint- 
ment of Mr. * 3 . . 
Havi our letter the 2 ecember, 1778, 
* hs 8 to 88, condemned the — entered hs 
with Mr. Mackenzie for the proviſion of Ophium, we can- 
2 not 
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not but be ſurprized at your having concluded a new con- 
tract for four years relative to that article, with Mr. Stephen 
Sulivan, without leaving the terms of it to the decifion of 


the Court of Directors. 


We do not mean to convey any 


cenſure on Mr. Sulivan reſpeCting this tranſaction, but we 
cannot withhold our Liſpleafure from the Governor General 
and Council at ſuch an inſtance of contempt of our autho- 
rity. Neither can we approve of your having aboliſhed the 
office of Inſpector, and at the ſame time ordering all the 
Ophium to be conſigned to the vendue maſter, allowing 
him a commiſſion thereon, when, in our opinion, it 


ſnould have been ſent to the Board of Revenue, or to 
Board of Commerce. 


the 


70. Your giving Majors Commiſſions to Captains John 


Dodds, James Lewis, and Alexander Maglaſhan, on pur- 
poſe to enable them to partake of the military fund in ſuch 
advanced rank, was highly improper ; and as we cannot but 
conſider ſuch appointments as tending to pervert the real in- 


tentions of that inſtitution, 
being practiſed in future, 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 28th 


we potitively forbid the like 


Auguſt, 1782. 


Rights of. the Rajah of Tanjore, to Par. 4.—Proceedings re- 


lative to Mr. Fowke, p. 4 to 6.— Mr. Briſtow, p. 6.— 
Neto- modelling of the Army, p. 7 to 22. Road to Chunar- 
gur, p. 22 to 39.—Improper and unneceſſary Appointment of 
Major Fairfax to take Care of Mr. Haſlings's Narrative of 
Tranſattions at Benares, p. 39.—Cheyt Sing, p. 44 to 50. 


Par. 2. THE Right Honourable Lord Macartney has 


tranſmitted to us copy of a letter which he received from 


the Governor General, dated 23d July, 1981; an 
from which is as follows: 


extract 


« I can fay little upon the ſubje& of Tanjore, for I 


_ 4 can hardly allow it the credit of a ſerious argument. 


The meanneſs of our firſt ſettlers dignified the Rajah 
with title of King, and by that miſnomer, if I may call 
it ſo, he has acquired all the prerogatives of royalty, 
though the Nabob, his undoubted Sovereign, has been 
without ſeruple treated as a dependant. If theſe ridi- 


culous prejudices ate allowed to operate againſt every 
— of juſtice and policy, and (I muſt add) of com- 
e 


mon ſenſe, it is a pity that they could not be confined to 


the ſeaſon of peace and ſecurity. Surely, this is not a 
time to encourage or yield to the deluſion. The late 
Prefident and Select Committee informed us, 


that the 
„ Rajah 
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«© Rajah had refuſed to contribute a ſtore of grain to the 
« ſubſiſtence of the army, for which the Preſident had 
« written to him a letter expreſſive of his diſpleaſure. This 
« is a language ſo remote from my conceptions of the 
« actual and abſolute rights of your Government, while 
« it is charged with the entire defence of the ſtate of which 
«© the Rajah of Tanjore is a member, and of his depen- 
« dence, that I can ſcarce offer an opinion which ſhall not 
« appear extravagant in the compariſon, In a word, 1 
« think it improper, at ſuch a time, to leave the Rajah an 
% opinion to withhold a grain of his ſtore, or a rupee of 
<< his treaſury, from the ſervice of the general ſtate ; and 
«© moſt heartily adviſe, that while that ſervice, in the pre- 
* ſent deſperate condition of it, laſts, the whole (with the 
« ſingle reſervation of his own perſonal ſubſiſtence) be 
« taken out of his hands, in better truſt for the public 
„ uſe. Theſe are my public, not private ſentiments, and 
% your Lordſhip is welcome to avail yourſelf of them in 
any manner you ue. Moſt heartily do I wiſh, that 
„ they may be conformable to your own.“ 


3. The ſentiments contained in the preceding extract are 
ſo diametrically oppoſite to thoſe which we entertain re- 


ſpecting pk; ary of the Rajah of Tanjore, and the- other 


powers connected with the Company, and are ſo zepugnant 
to every idea of juſtice and moderation, and the agreements 
ſubſiſting between us and the Rajah, that we cannot but 
expreſs our extreme ſurprize thereat. We hope and truſt, 
that they have made no impreſſion upon the minds of the 
Governor and Council of Fort St. Gooey, that may prove 
derogatory to the rights of the Rajah. We have written a 
letter to his Excellency by this diſpatch, a copy whereof is 
incloſed for your notice, wherein we have aſſured him of 
our unalterable determination to ſupport and protect him 
in the m ment of his own territories, according to the 
agreement ſubſiſting between the Nabob of Arcot, the 
Rajah, and Company, and to guarantee to him and his 
family the quiet poſſeſſion of his country, We have there- 
fore given directions to our ſervants at Madras to govern 
themſelves, in all their tranſactions with the Rajah, agree - 
able to theſe determinations. 

4. Your proceedings reſpecting Mr. Francis Fowke are 
really ſurprizing to us, Mr. Fowke's firſt appointment to 
be Reſident at Benares was in Auguſt 177 7 he was recal- 
led from thence in December 1776, and Mr. Grabam a 
pointed to ſucceed him. Our orders, however, of the 
zoth January, 1778, were poſitive for his reſtoration, but 
they were rendered ineffeual by your reſolution, in July 


1778, to ſuſpend the exeemion of them. In May 1779 
we 


F Be 
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we repeated the orders reſpecting Mr. Fowke, and in con- 
ſequence thereot Mr. Fowke was again appointed to pro- 
ceed to Benares, But judge of our aſtoniſhment to find 
that, in January 1781, in contempt of our authority; Mr. 
Fowkes was once more removed from his ſtation at Benares, 
So far from a charge having been brought againſt him, on 
which ground alone his removal coukd be juſtified, we find 


his conduct approved, and his character eſteemed; and in 
lieu of the ſtation from which he is thus removed, another 


oſitive order of the 14 was broken through, by his 
ing appointed Agent for the proviſion of boats to be 
employed for the military ſervice of your eſtabliſhment, 
with a commiſſion of 15 per cent. upon his diſburſement*, 
and an allowance given him of rupees 1,000 per month, 
until the expiration of the then ſubſiſting boat contract, 
F. Without meaning to diſapprove of the conduct of 
Mr. Ma kham, who was appointed to ſucceed Mr, Fowke 
at Benares, but merely to vindicaze the authority of the 
Court of Dire&ors, we hereby direct that Mr. Fowke do 


immediately reſume his ſtation at Benares, As to the boat 


agency, that appointment muſt, be immediately annulled, 
and the huſineſs performed by SntraQ, in the manner re- 
peatedly laid down for your guidance, 

6. Equally extraordinary ang ynwarrantable have been 
your proceedings refpecting Mr. John Briſtow : He was ap- 
pointed Reſident at Owde in December 1774; in December 
1776 he was recalled, without the ſhadow of a charge being 
exhibited you him. By our letter of 4th July, 1779, 
we ſignified our diſapprobation of the proceedings againſt 
Mr. Briſtow, and directed that he ſhould be reſtored to his 
ſtation ; which direction we confirmed by our ſubſequent 
letter of the 23d December, 1778. Mr. Briſtow arrived 
in India in „N 1730, and in. October of the fame 
year it was reſolved by your Board, that Mr. Briſtow ſhould 
return to Owde, but that his appointment ſhovld be limited 
ſolely to the conduct of political negociations, Mr. Mid- 
dleton being at the ſame time nominated to ſettle pecuniary 
matters with the Vizier. On the 21ſt May, 1781, upon 
_— a letter from the Vizier, expreſſing his defire that 
Mr. Brittow ſhould be removed from his Court, he was 
again recalled : But without entering into the confideration 
of this matter, and in order to yindicate and uphold our 
own authority, we do hereby poſitively direct, that Mr. 
Briſtow Co, forthwith proceed to Owde in the ſtation of our 
Reſident there, We do not mean in the leaſt to reflect on 
the character and ability of Mr. Middleton, who muft be 
immediately recalled from thence, but it is a duty incum- 
bent upon us thus to maintain the reſpect due to the orders 
of the Court of Directors. YOu are likewiſe to obſerve, 
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that we ſhall not ſuffer any other perſon to proceed to 
Owde for the management of the finance, one perſon be- 
ing, in our opinion, ſufficient to tranſact our buſineſs 
there, as principal in both thoſe departments; and we ex- 
E our orders reſpecting the ſucceſſion to that Reſidency 

fully complied with. x 
7. When we conſider the peremptory and repeated orders 
which we have given reſpectin Go appointment of Field 
Officers, we cannot but expreſs our diſpleaſure at the va- 
rious inſtances of diſobedience thereto; but we are ſtruck 
with particular aſtoniſhment, to find, that, in conſequence 
of your military arrangements in 1780, no leſs a number 
than thirty-ſix Captains were promoted to the rank of 
Major, beſides 84 Lieutenants to the rank of Captain, and 
124 Enſigns to the rank of Lieutenant. 

8. We do not find that Sir Eyre Coote, our Commander 
in Chief, was conſulted upon the occaſion ; but on the 
contrary, we have before us a ſtrong proteſt from lim, both 
againſt the arrangements, and the promotions in conſe- 
quence of them, declaring the whole to be irregular, un- 
© military, and burthening the Company with an enor- 
„ mous additional expence, which he was clearly ſatisfied 
% there was no neceſſity for incurring, and much leſs at a 
« time when the Company's funds could ſo ill afford it.“ 

9. Admitting, however, the neceſſity for the arrangement 
made in the ſepoy corps, we ſee no reaſon for putting a 
Major at the head of each regiment, with an additional al- 
lowance of 600 rupees per month, when, in our opinion, 
a Captain might have done the duty; nor for appointing a 
Captain to the head of each battalion, when the ſervice 
might have been performed by a Lieutenant : We do there- 
fore hereby poſitively direct, that the advanced pay and al- 
lowance to the Officers thus appointed to the rank of Major 
and Captain, be immediately diſcontinued, until thoſe Offi 
cers ſhall have riſen to ſuch ſuperior rank, according to the 
eſtabliſhment of the army, before the regulations above- 
mentioned took place, 

10. We obſerve likewiſe, that, with the ſame diſregard 
to our orders, you have promoted Lieutenant Colonel Blair 
to the rank of Colonel, — ſuperſeding a very deſerving 
Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Tottingham ; we therefore di- 
rect that you grant to the latter a brevet commiſſion. of 
Colonel upon the receipt hereof, and that he be reitored to 
his proper rank, which is next below Colonel Muir in the 
infantry ; but neither of the ſaid Officers, nor ſuch others 
as may have been promoted to the rank of Field Officers, 
or any others advanced to ſuperior rank, contrary to our 
orders, are to receive the pay and allowances annexed to 
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their advanced rank. until they ſhall have riſen thereto ac- 
cording to the eſtabliſhment of the army. 

11. We ſhall take another opportunity of remarking, in 
ſtronger terms, on the deviations from our orders in this 
reſpect. In the mean time we poſitively direct, that you 
do not make any promotions of Field Officers above the 
eſtabliſhment, on any account or pretence whatſoever. 

12. We have already given you our ſentiments on your 
late military arrangements, ſo far as they regard the E 
pointment of Officers to ſuperior rank, beyond the eſtabliſn- 
ment of the army: We continue of the ſame , re- 
ſpecting ſuch a diſobedience of orders, and think it neceſ- 
ary to repeat our directions, that you not appoint any 
additional Field Officers, on any pretence whatſoever. 
General Coote's laſt letter to us from Fort St. George, of 
ſo late a date as the 29th January, 1782, has confirmed us 
in our opinion on this ſubject. This letter was written 
after your regulations had time to operate: The detachment 
under Colonel Pearſe was included in thoſe regulations; 
the General muſt therefore have experienced the ill effects 
of them. He has expreſſed himſelf in the following words: 
„The ſwelling of the Bengal military lift, with the crea- 

6 tion of ſuch a number of Field Officers, and the ad- 
© vancement of the inferior ranks in proportion, has been 
« productive of a grievance ſeverely. felt by the Company's 
« old and experienced Officers on this, as well as on the 
% Bombay eltabliſhment; as, acting as they now are upon 
© the ſame ſervices, it has been attended with all the hard- 
„ ſhips incident to ſuperceſſion. The Officers alſo in his 

. * Majeſty's ſervice, whilſt acting in this country, ſuffer 
„ from this new arrangement.“ t e | 

13. H wever competent. we may be to give an opinion 
upon the appointment of Officers to ſuperior rank, yet we 
confeſs ourſelves not ſufficiently able to judge of the plan 
for new-modelling your corps of native infantry. Much 
muſt depend on local knowledge. A plan, the objects of 
which were to leſſen expences, and to do juſtice to the na- 
tive tioops, is certainly entitled to a liberal conſtruction z 
but as we had appointed a Commander in Chief of ſuch 
diſtinguiſhed abilities. and experience as Sir Eyre Coote, his 
opmion ought certainly to have been aſked, and his appro- 
bation obtained, before you reſolved to put it in execution, 

14. We cannot, however, avoid remarking, on a very 
extraordinary paſſage in the letter from General Stibbert on 
this occaſion, and which was adopted by you in your letter 
of the 7th of January, 1781. After obſerving that abuſes 
had, from a long courſe of practice, inſinuated themſelves 
throughout the army, and which were of a nature tending 
immediately to the ruin of the corps compoſing our native 
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infantry, and conſequently to the endangering the Britiſh 
intereſts in India, General Stibbert adds, that totally to 
debar Officers from all perquiſites and emoluments whatſo- 
ever, without advancing their rank and falary, would pro- 
duce no other conſequence than that of rendering them, to a 
man diſaſfetted to the ſervice. 

15. Such unmilitary ideas, coming from a Provincial 
Commander in Chief, cannot but aſtoniſh us. Abuſes 
have crept into the ſervice leading to its immediate ruin, and 
a remedy is not to be applied without countenancing other 
abuſes, and without a poſitive breach of our orders. To 
preſerve the Britiſh intereſts in India theſe abuſes muſt be 
remedied, but the remedy is to be at the expence of the 
Company ; and if we do not conſent to this, our Provincial 
Commander in Chief has told us, that, to a man, the Offi- 
cers will be diſaffected to the ſervice : But we have a better 
opinion of the generality of the Officers employed in In- 
dia; we think they will chearfully acquieſce in meaſures 
taken for the reinedy of abuſes, without a compenfation— 
will content themſelves with the fair emoluments of their 
ſtations, and not be diſaffected to a ſervice, the advantages 
of which are allowed to exceed-any other, becauſe it is ne- 
ceſſary to make reforms, in order to prevent that ſervice 
being brought to ruin. We defire that you communicate 
theſe our ſentiments to General Stibbert. 

22. Your proceedings of the 7th of July, 17581, re- 
ſpecting the road to he made from Calcutta to Chunargur, 
could not fail to attract our notice. This undertaking, we 
find, is to coſt the Company at leaſt two lacks and an half 
of rupees, | 3 

23. When we conſider the enormous amownt of your 
military charges; the ſcarcity of caſh at our other Preſi- 
gencies, whereby they are unable to pay the troops; the 
wunt of money for the proviſion of an inveſtment; and the 
abſolute neceflity of every rupee — _ to the pur- 
poſes above-mentioned, we are aſtoniſhed at the meaſure ; 
nor can we with-hold our ſurprize at your having agreed to 
allow the Officer appointed to ſyperintend the work the 
enormous gratuity of 50,000 Sicca rupees, which we can 
boy no means give our conſent to; but if, upon the com- 
pletion of the buſineſs, the Officer ſhall appear entitled to 
ſome reward, we will, upon' your recommendation, take 
the ſame into our conſideration, 

24. In time of peace, and with a flowing treaſury, there 
might not have been much objection to a work of this 
kind; but even then the matter ought to have been ſub- 
mitted to our previous conſideration and final determina- 
tion, agreeably to our orders of the 16th April, 1777, 
para. 52 and 53, the Governor General having declared it 

| to 


W. -- Cenſures of the Director: on Mr. Haſtings, 


to have been lang in contemplation ; but ſo trifling, in your 
eſtimation, even in the preſent critical ſituation of the 
Company's affairs, is the expenditure of two or three lacks 
of rupees, that you have not ſo much as mentioned the 
ſabje& to us in any of your letters. 

25. However, as the buſineſs will be in great forward- . 
neſs by the time of your receipt hereof, we have only to 
enjoin you never to exceed the ſum of rupees 16,000 per 
annum for keeping the road in repair; and to direct, that 
all future projects of this kind be ſubmitted to our conſi- 
deration before you carry them into execution. * 

39. Having examined your proceedings relative to the 
appointment of Major Fairfax, with his pay and allow- 
ances, to have charge of the Governor General's narrative 
of his tranſactions at Pcnares, we are of opinion, that the 
faid appointment was not only unprecedented, but highly 
impropc: and unneceſſary, and utterly inconſiſtent with the 
cconomy which ought to be oblerved in the management 
of the Company's affairs. We are the more aſtoniſhed at 
this appointment, as Major Fairfax has candidly acknow- 
Jedged to us, that the ſtate of his health obliged him to re- 
turn to England at the time he did, and that he ſhould have 
come home the preceding ſeaſon, had not the ſituation of 

ublic affairs induced him to ſtay. Should you, however, 
be of opinion, that he is entitled to any compenſation on 
this account, the ſame is to be given by yourſelves, as we 
will never conſent to the Company being put to the ſmalleſt 
* expence by ſuch an unjuſtifiable tranſaction; and hereby 
politivcly direct, that no ſuch appointment be made in fu- 
ture, on any pretence whatſoever, 

44. The proceedings of your Government reſpecting 
Rajah Cheyt Sing have been for ſome time under our ſe- 
rious conſideration. Our enquiry commenced with the 
death of Sujah Dowlah, in 1775, when the Governor. 
General and Council concluded a treaty with his ſucceſſor, 
by which the Zemindarry of Benares, with its dependen- 
cies, was ſurrendered in perpetuity to the Company 

45. Previous to the concluſion of the before- mentioned 
treaty, we find that on the 13th February, 1775, the Go- 
vernor General propoſed that each Member of the Board 
ſhould deliver in his ſentiments of the conditions to be re- 
quired or acceded to for the new treaty : This was ac- 
cordingly done, and on the opinions then delivered, the 
Governor General propoſed that the perpetual and indepen- 
dent poſſeſſion of the Zemindarry of Benares, and its de- 
peu. be confirmed and guaranteed to Rajah Cheyt 

ing and his heirs for ever, ſubject only to the annual pay. 
ment of the revenue hitherto paid to the late Vizier, 
amounting to Benares Sicca rupees 23.7 1,656. 12, 2 
f other 


be LorD SnttIVURNE | 75 


other demand be made upon him, either by the Nabob 
of Oude or your Government, nor any kind of authority 
or juriſdiction exerciſed by either within the dominions 
aſſigned him. The Governor General's obſervations on 
this propoſition are as follow : © The Rajah of Benares, 
e from the ſituation of his country, which is a frontier 
<« both to the provinces of Oude and Bahar, may be made 
<5 a ſerviceable ally to the Company, whenever their affairs 
« ſha'l require it. He has always been conſidered in this 
« light, both by the Company and the ſucceſſive Members 
c of the late Council; but to enſure his attachment to the 
% Company, his intereſt muſt be connected with it, which 
<< cannot be bett e effected than by freeing him totally from 
<< the remains of his preſent vaſſalage, under the guarantee 
and protection of the Company, and at the ſame time 
40 ks him againſt any apprehenſions from this Go- 
< by thus pledging its faith that no encroachment ſhall 
ce ever be made on his rights by the Company.” 

46. On the 3d of March the Board reſumed the con- 
fideration of the buſineſs ; and the Governor General pro- 
poſed the following queſtion : ** Whether it ſhall be made 
a condition of the new treaty, that Rajah Cheyt Sing 
« ſhall exerciſe a free and independent —.— in his 
© own dominions, ſubject only to the payment of his tri- 
© bute ? — This queſtion was reſolved in the affirmative. 

47. Every preliminary being ſettled with the Vizier, and 
the treaty executed, the Governor General, on the 12th 
June, 1775, laid before the Board a minute, with obſer- 
vations reſpecting the arrangements to be made with Rajah 
Cheyt Sing, in which he declares his readineſs to acquieſce 
in any plan which may be pn on terms by which 
more eff: Qtual roviſion may be made for the intereit of the 
Company, without an encroachment on the juſt rights of 
the Rajah, or the engagements actually ſubſiſting with him. 
He propoſes, that Cheyt Sing ſhall pay to the Company, 
in equal monthly payments, the yearly revenue of 22,48,449 
Sonaut rupees; that he ſhall be impowered to exerciſe a 
complete and uncontrouled authority over his Zemindarry, 
under the acknowledged ſovereignty of the Company ; 
that he ſhall maintain in conſtant pay a body of 2,000 
horſe for the ſervice of the Company, whenever they ſhall * 
be required ; and that while the Naja ſhall continue faith - 
ful to theſe engagements, and punctual in his payments, 
and ſhall pay due obedience to the authority of your 
Government, no more demands ſhould be made upon 
im by the Company, of any kind, nor on any pre- 
tence whatſoever any perſon be allowed to interfere 
with his authority, or to diſturb the peace of his country. 
At the concluſion of this minute, the Governor General 
. | obſerves, 
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obſerves, ** that voluntary reſtraint laid by the Government 
on its own actions, will afford the Rajah the greateſt 
confidence, and naturally inſpire him with ſentiments of 
fidelity and attachment, both from the principles of gra- 
< titude and ſelf-intereſt, Without ſome ſuch appearance, 
4% he will expect, with every change of Government, ad- 
« ditional demands to be made upon him, and will of 
c courſe deſcend to all the arts of intrigue and concealment 
<& practiſed by other dependent Rajahs, which will keep 
” him indigent and weak, and eventually prove hurtful to 
* the Company. By proper encouragement and protection 
„% he may prove a profitable dependant, a ufeful barrier, 
& and even a powerful ally to the Company; but he will 
& he neither, if the conditions of his connection with the 
Company are left open to future variations.” On the 
5th of July the Board; agree with the Governor General, 
except in the article to oblige Rajah Cheyt Sing to keep up a 
body of 2,000 horſe; they reſolved, indeed, to recommend 
the ſame to him, but declare there ſhall be no obligation on 
him to do it; the Governor General at the ſame time ob- 
ſerving, that it was far from his intention to propoſe this 
or — other article to be impoſed on the Rajah by com- 
ulſion. 
: 48. We are much ſurprized at the conduct of the Go- 
vernor General towards the Rajah on his arriyal at Benares, 
when we obſerve that, by the inſtructions he received for 
his guidance previous to his departure from Calcutta, the 
arrangements he was to make with Cheyt Sing were to be 
conſonant to the mutual relation and actual engagements ſubſiſt- 
ing between the Company and bim. OY 
49. The impriſonment of his perſon, in the midſt of 
his country, which for time immemorial has been the reſi- 
dence of the moſt reſpectable perſons of Hindoſtan, thereby 
diſgracing tim in the eyes of his ſubjects and others, was 
unwarrghtable, and highly 1mpolitic, and may tend to 
weakef) the confidence which the native Princes of India 
ought to have in the juſtice and moderation of the Com- 
pany's Government. | | 
50. The reſolutions of the Court of Directors, on your 
proceedings relative to Cheyt Sing, are as follow: 
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“TTDhat it appears to this Court, that on the death of Sujah 
« Dowlah, in 1775, a treaty was made by his ſucceſſor, by 
«© which the Zemindarry of Benares, with its dependencies, 
vas ceded in perpetuity to the Eaſt-India Company. 

„That it appears to this Court, that Rajah Cheyt Sing 
« was confirmed by the Governor General and Council of 
«© Bengal in the management of the ſaid Zemindarry (ſub- 
ect to the ſovereignty of the Company) on his paying a 
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% 22, 66, 180; and that the Bengal Government pledged 
« itſelf, that the free and uncontrouled poſſeſſion of the 

« zemindarry of Benares, and its dependencies, ſhould be 
« confirmed and guaranteed to the Rajah and his heirs for 
«« ever, ſubject to ſuch tribute; and that no other demand 
* ſhould be made upon him, nor any kind of authority or 
1 juriſdiction exerciſed within the dominions aſſigned him, 


44 fo long as he adhered to the terms of his engagements. 


„That it appears to this Court, that the Governor 
« General and Council did, on the 5th July, 1775, recom- 
% mend to Rajah Cheyt Sing to keep up a body of 2,000 
ce horſe, but at the ſame time declared, there ſhould be no 
% obligation on him to do it. ; | 

« That it appears to this Court, that Rajah Cheyt Sing 
«« performed his engagements with the 2 in the 
„ regular payment of his tribute of Tupees 
% 22,60, 180. | : 

That it appears to this Court, that the conduct of the 
« Governor General towards the Rajah, whilſt he was at 


„ Benares, was improper, and that the impriſonment of 


«« his perſon, thereby diſgracing him in the eyes of his ſub- 
„ jects and others, was unwarrantable, and highly impo- 
« litic, and may tend to weaken the confidence which the 
t native Princes of India ought to have in the juſtice and 
„ moderation of the Company's Government.“ 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 26th 
September, 1782. 


Thirty Perſons, not Servants of the Company, held Offices of 
20,000 J. a Year, contrary to Orders.— Company's 


out of Employ. _ 


Par, 4. WE have already, in our letter of the 12th july 
laſt, repeated our orders of the 2gth March, 1774 that no 


. perſon ſhould hold any appointment under the Company 


who was not regularly admitted into the ſervice by the ex- 
preſs authority ot the Court of Dire&ors. — We are confirm- 
ed in our opinion of the neceſſity of theſe orders, from ob- 
ſerving the expence incurred by the Company on account 
of near 30 perſons holding offices who are not covenanted 
ſervants, which amounts to no leſs a ſum than . 20,000 a 
car, 
r 5. When we conſider that by our late regulations for the 
management of the revenues, a great number of our ſervants, 
of long ſtanding, are totally out of employ, we cannot but 
expreſs our aſtoniſhment that perſons thould have been ap- 
pointed Salt Agents, Deputy Paymaſters, ge 
&c. w 
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&c. who are not in our ſetvice, and many of whom remain 
n India even without our licenſe, - + | | 

6. We do therefore moſt poſitively forbid the like in fu- 
ture; and direct, that every perſon not in the Company's 
ſervice, who may be employed in thoſe, or in any other 
ſtations, be forthwith removed, and our own covenanted ſer- 
vants appointed in their ſtead. , | 

7. We likewiſe obſerve, that the charge for monthly writ- 
ers at your Preſidency amounts to upwards of F. 4,000 a 
| —2 This is not only a great expence to the Company, 

ut is likewiſe extremely injurious to our intereſts, as our 
junior ſervants are thus kept out of employment, and muſt 
of courſe run into diſſipation Nor is this the only evil; 
fince, for want of being trained in that- regular official line 
of buſineſs which is ſo neceſſary to a perfect knowledge of our 
affairs, they contract habits of idleneſs, conceive' a con- 
tempt for many material parts of their duty, and when they 
advance in ſtation, find themſelves ignorant of the Com- 
pany's concerns. . 

8. We therefore direct, that all monthly writers be forth- 
with diſcharged, and their places ſupplied by our own junior 
ſervants. But ſhould any of theſe refuſe to act in the dif- 
ferent offices, ſuch perſons muſt be immediately ſuſpended 
eure ſervice, and remain ſo till our pleaſure ſhall be 

„ | | 
9. We ſhall expect that the directions which we have 
thus thought it abſolutely neceſſary to give be implicitely 
obeyed, according to the true intent and meaning thereof, and 
which we will not ſuffer to be evaded by any private recome 
mendation, or on any other pretence whatſoever. And we 
likewiſe require you to ſend us'by every ſhip a liſt of cove- 
nant ſervants, with their employments, that we may be en- 
abled to judge how far our orders, in this reſpect, ſhall have 
been rendered eſfectull. „ 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 15th 
1 January, 1783. | "0 

Perpetual Leaſes, contrary to Orders, cancelled, Par. 34.— 
— Plan A the Management of the Cuſtoms, to be "vile, 
Par. 41 to 53.—Irregular Promotion of Officers leaving 
India, Par. 53. ky 


Par. 34. THE granting mocurrery or fixed leaſes being 
contrary to our poſitive order of the 24th December, 1976, 
— 44, and 23d December, 1578, par. 130, we cannot 

ut expreſs our aſtoniſhment at your having given perpetual 
leaſes for the farm of the Pergunnah of Tellaurah, the Ze- 
mindarry of Baharband, the Pergunnahs of Havelly, Ha- 
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zepote, and Tuppah Murvah, and many of the princi 
Ad. in the Patna province. We poſitively direct, — 
you procure theſe leaſes to be cancelled, in ſuch mode as 
"ſhall be agreeable to juſtice in reſpect to the parties to whom 
they ate made; and we repeat our orders, that you do not 
grant fixed leaſes in future on any pretence whatever. As. 
the expediency of letting the lands for a longer period than 
One year, or in perpetuity, is a great political queſtion, 
on which, in the preſent critical ſituation of our affairs, we 
cannot at this time come to any determination, you are to 
be guided by our before-mentioned orders on the ſubject, 
until you ſhall receive our further inſtructions. And as 
you have granted theſe perpetual leaſes contrary to our poſi- 
tive orders, we ſhall hold you reſponſible for the conſe- 
ou ſchould ga, oe or difficulty ariſe in procuri 
eir reſumption. But we do not mean hereby to diſpoſſeſs 
the preſent holders of their lands; on the contrary they are 
to continue to poſſeſs them from year to year, ſo long as 
ac pay their rents, and otherwiſe behave to your ſatiſ- 


41. Your advices and conſultations eſpecting the new 
plan for the management of the Cuſtoms have been very 
attentively peruſed and conſidered. As the arrangement 
was avowedly formed not ſo much by the deſire of increaſ- 
ing the Cſtoms as of promoting the internal commerce of 
te provinces, by the removal of reſtrictions and oppreſſions, 
we are much concerned to find ſo many inſtances upon your 
records of its having produced a contrary effect. Ihe com- 
plaints from Scrool, on the borders of Burdwan, in parti- 
. cular, are very alarming, The enormous tax of 15 un cent. 
upon thread alone could not fail to produce the conſequences 
which followed; viz. That not an anna's worth of thread 
is brought to market, nor a piece of cloth manufactured. 
"This we do not wonder at, when it is ſtated that the whole 
tax upon cloth amounts to upwards of 36 per cent. 

42. It is certainly a moſt, impolitic meaſure, for many rea- 
ſons, to tax the materials for manufacture at ſo high a rate, 
more eſpecially in the preſent inſtance, the Company's in- 
veſtment muſt be very materially affected thereby. ually 
impolitic in our opinion is the tax laid on rice, and the 
other neceſſaries of life, This alſo will be felt in the in- 
veſtment, as it will be the means of raiſing the price of the 

43. So much depends upon local knowledge, that it is 
3 for us to give any ſpecific direction upon the ſub- 
ze. We are all aware that the introduction of new modes, 
though they be really beneficial, is too apt to produce mur- 

murings, from a natural prejudice in favour of old cuſtoms, 
und a diſlike to whatever bears the appearance of innovation; 
22 we 
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E - we therefore would-willingly believe, that from theſe eauſes 
proceeded Captain Stewart s declaration, that there are few 
individuals in the town of Calcutta who have not experi- 
enced the operation of authority in ſome department or other 
of the cuſtoms, very different from what at was the mean 
ing of the Board it ſhould be exerciſ d. 

44. However it is a matter well worthy of the greateſt at- 
tention, We confeſs that we do not think the ſubject bas 
had that mature conſideration which the importance of it ſo 
highly deſerves. Mr. Wheler, though he concurred in 
adopting the new regulations, ſeems to confirm us in this 
opinion, where he ſays, that the period of the decline of 
trade was an ill choſen one for adding new burthens. If, 
as Mr. Wheler has aſſerted, the import and export trade of 
Bengal has of late years conſiderably decreaſed, you certain- 
ly ought to have been extremely careful how you adopted 
any meaſure which had a tendency to increaſe the evil. 

45. Seeing therefore the neceſſity of ſome mode being 
thought of for recovering the drooping commerce of Bengal, 
we recommend it to you in the moſt earneſt m to 

take the ſubjeR into your early conſideration, Alike Sipen- 
ing the cauſes of the decline, you will be the better enabled 
to apply a remedy, But even yourſelves, with all the ad- 
vantage of a reſidence upon the ſpot, and with the beſt in- 
clination to adopt ſome ſalutary regulation for the benefit of 
the country over which you are deputed to de, will not 
be able to lay down a perfect and invariable ſyſtem. An 
anxious attention to circumſtances as they ariſe, can alone 
enable you to remedy detects; as by gradual improvements 
the people will be induced to acquieſce more chearfully in ay 

total change of ſyſtem. | ee 

46. We wiſh to ſee every obſtruction to a free commerce 
removed. But, as we have before obferved, it is impoſſible 
for us to lay down any ſpecific rule, we therefore again re- 
commend it to you to take the matter into your moſt ſerious 
conſideration, that ſuch wiſe meaſures may be purſued as 
will ultimately tend to the good of the country, and the 
eaſe, proſperity, and happineſs of thoſe under our Govern- 
Ment. vile - 123 N . | 

47. Whatever regulations may be adopted, it is abſo- 

Jutely neceſſary that the Chowkies under the appointment 

of the Zemindars ſhould be prevented from continuing 

their exactions. The Zemindars cannot complain of this, 
as we find by your proceeditigs that when the cuſtoms 
were brought under the controul of the Company, and 
the inferior Chowkies appointed by the Zemindars were 
in conſequence removed, a proportional abatement was 
made in their rents. How it happens that the regular 
cuſtoms were not by this means increafed we are at a loſs 
| 2 — 
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to know; and we were ſurprized to find; that though the 


amount of the deduction ? from the annual revenue was 


9, yet the culloms, on a medium of fix years, 
ve produced only 7, 20,433. 


48. It is impoſſible to lay the inferior officers employed 


in the Collection of the Cuſtoms under too great reſtric- 
tion. We are led to this obſervation from a complaint 
upon your records of the improper behaviout of ſome of 
them in the Buzars at Calcutta, The farmer of the Buzar 
duty ought not to be moleſted in making his collection; 
and the venders of grain ſhould be at liberty to catry it to 
ſuch markets as they may prefer. | | | 
49. The amount of fees on the Rowannah appears to 
be very exorbitant. We find it ſtated that goods to the 
amount of one lack pay a fee to the collector of rupees 
250, Where two rupees were paid formerly; and that as 
the 15th regulation ſtands, the fee on one lack may amount 
to a thouſand rupees —We agree entirely with Mr. Whe- 
ler, that the commerce of the country is thus Joaded with 
a charge which it can ill ſupport, 

50. One of the complaints from Scrool is, that every 
may who purchaſes eight annas worth of rice or any other 
article is obliged to go 80 miles for a paſſport to convey it 
from the market to his own houſe, though the diſtance 
may not be one mile, or he is liable to the payment of 
double duties. This is another inſtance how little atten» 
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tion was paid to the real utility of the plan when you re- 


folved upon its inſtitution. 

5t. We remark likewiſe that the Zemindars of Beerboom 
have complained that the Collectors at Scrool collect 
money upon, travellers and paſſengers, and upon two or 
three occaſions, where the wives of Bengal men have been 
carried from the habitations of their fathers to that of their 
huſbands, ornamented with new cloaths, he has collected 
a duty upon them. The Zemindars conclude their repre 


ſentation with ſaying, that unleſs their complaints are re- 


dreſſed, the trade will be entirely ſtopped, and Govern- 
ment will not only experience delavs, but great loſſes in 
the Revenue. The Committee of Revenue likewiſe de- 


clare, that unleſs ſome immediate ſteps are taken for cir- | 


cumſcribing the powers of the Officers of the Cultoms, a 
very conſiderable failure in the revenues will enſue ; Mr. 
Wheler at the ſame time obſerving, that the diſſatis faction 


which generally prevails, from the powers of the Com- 


miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, very evidently * both 
from the recorded and verbal complaints of all men, and 
he does not ſee any reaſon to doubt the reality of the 
grievances which are ſaid to exiſt; therefore we do not 
befitate to pronounce that your late regulations for the 
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rather with a view of creating lucrative poſts for a certain 
deſcription of men, than with any deſign either of increaſ- 


ing the revenue, or of promoting commerce. And we 
are confirmed in this opinion by the enormous per centage 
which you have fixed for the commiſſion on the amount 


of the collections. If we only take the cuſtoms at 8,26, 346, 


which is the amount of their eſtimated produce for 1782 


(as appears by your letter of the 8th of April laſt) 15 per 
cent. on that ſum will be rupees 1,22,951. But when we 
conſider that though the duty 1s not to be paid on the 


_ Company's inveſtment, you have notwithſtanding permitted 
the Commiſſioners to draw the ſame per centage as if it were 


actually collected, a very conſiderable addition muſt be 
made to their emoluments. The other eſtabliſhments 


under the Commiſſioners, from the moſt accurate account 


we have been able to form, amount to upwards of two lacks 
per annum; ſo that the total expence of collecting that 
art of our revenue cannot be eſtimated at leſs than three 
— we cannot account for your having eſtimated 
the cuſtoms at only eight lacks, when we underſtand that 
in former years they produced a conſiderable deal more. 
2. Upon the whole, we have great reaſon to be diſſa - 
tisfied with the late arrangements, and direct that you 
reviſe your proceedings reſpecting the managements of the 
cuſtoms, and report to us the reſult for our final deter- 
mination. i AI 
53. The promoting officers to ſuperior rank on their de- 
parture from India, with a reſervation of the rights of 
their ſuperiors, as was lately done in the caſe of Captain 


Kennan, being not only irregular and improper, but con- 
' trary to our orders of the 1oth of December, 1773, we 


cannot approve the ſame; and therefore poſitively direct 


that no ſuch promotions be made in future. As the letters 
of the Commander in Chief and Colonel Camac are not 


before us, we cannot at preſent determine with reſpect to 
the merits of Captain Kennan, 


| Our Govirnar General and Council, at Fort William in 


Bengal. 


Treaty 55 Chunar ; _ . 8 in Oude, to Par. 4. 
me Reſumption of the fagbires, p. 4 to 11. — Hxcola 
Khan, p. 11 to 48.— Nabe of Furruckabad, p. 28 to 33. 


Par. 1. HAVING taken into our conſideration the late 
arrangements made by the Governor General withthe 


Vizier, we ſhall now proceed to make ſuch obſetvations 


thercon as appear to us neceſſary. 


2. In 
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management af the cuſtoms appear to us to have been made 


AS. 


\ 
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2. In our letter of the 4th of March, 1778, we ſignifi- 
ed our diſapprobation of the military regulations of 1777, 
reſpecting the Province of Oude; we therefore can ſee 
no objection to the temporary brigade and the three regi- 
ments of cavalry being withdrawn from thence. Indeed. 
it appears that the Nabob was utterly to defray the ex- 
ce of theſe troops. We hope that, agreeably to an 
intimation from the Governor General, this corps has 
been diſſolved. | 
| 3. According to the preſent agreement, no more troops 
are to be placed to the account of the Vizier than one 
brigade, at rupees 2,60,000 per month, and a regiment of 
ſepoys, at rupees 25,000 per month, making the annual 
ſum of about 37 lacks; and we truſt he will be punQual 
in the payment of this ſubſidy. To enable him to be ſo, 
we find that he has engaged to reduce his troops to regular 
and complete eſtabliſhments, their number never to ex- 
ceed the certain means of paying them ; and that he has 
likewiſe agreed to adopt other ceconomical regulations. 
4+ By the 2d article of the treaty, the Nabob is permit- 
ted to reſume ſuch jaghires as he ſhall think proper, with 
a reſerve, that all ſuch jaghiredars, for the amount of whoſe 
jaghires the Company are guarantees, ſhall, in caſe of a 
reſumption of their lands, be paid the amount of the net 
collections through the reſident. | 
5. We do not ſee how the Governor General could 
conſent to the reſumption of ſuch lands as the Company 
had engaged ſhould remain in the hands of thoſe who 
poſſeſſed them previous to the execution of the late treaty, 
without ſtronger proofs of the Begum's defection than have 
been laid before us. Neither can we allow it to be good 
policy to reduce the ſeveral Jaghiredars, and thus uniting 
the territory, and the troops maintained for the protection 
of that territory, under one head, who may by that means, 
at qc future period, become a very powerful enemy to 
the Company. 5 
6. With Jef & to the reſumption of the jaghires poſ- 
ſeſſed by the ms in particular, and the ſubſequent 
ſeizure of the treaſure depoſited with the Vizier's mother, 
which the Governor General, in his letters to the Board, 
23d January 1782, has declared he ſtrenuouſly encouraged 
—and we hope and truſt, for the honour of the Britiſh 
nation, that the meaſure appeared to be fully juſtified in 
the eyes of all Hindoſtan—the Governor General has 
informed us, that it can be well atteſted, that the Be- 
«« gums principally excited and ſupported the late commo- 
tions ; and that they carried their inveteracy te the 
« Engliſh nation ſo far, as to aim at ous utter extirpa- 
11 tion,” ; 2 ö 
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7. It muſt have heen publicly known, that in 17756 .the 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court not only obtained from the 
Begum, widow of the late Sujah Dowlah, on the Nabob's 
account, 30 lacks of rupees, half of which was to be paid 
to the Company, but alſo the forbearance of 26 lacks, for 
the re-payment of which ſhe had ſecurity in land, on the 


 Nabob's agreeing to renounce all further claims upon her, 


and that to this agreement the Company were guarantees. 
8, We find that on the 21ſt of December, 1775, the 
Begum complained of a breach of engagements on the 


part of the Nabob; ſoliciting your protection for herſelf, 


her mother, and for all the women belonging to the Se- 
raglio of the late Nabob, from the diſtreſſes to which they 
were reduced : in conſequence whereof, it was agreed in 
conſultation 3d January, 1776, to remonſtrate with the 
Vizier; the Governor General remarking, ** That as the 
<< repreſentative of our Government has become an Agent 
in this buſineſs, and has pledged the honour and faith 
& of the Company for the punctual obſervance of the 
* conditions under which the treaty was concluded, you 
& had a right to interfere, and juſtice demanded it, if it 
„ ſhould appear that thoſe engagements have been violat- 
©« ed.“ And the Board at the ſame time reſolved, That as 
ſoon as the Begum's engagements with the Nabob, to 
« which Mr. Briſtow is a party, ſhall be fulfilled on her 
4% part, this Government will think themſelves bound to 
«« protect her againſt any further demand or moleſtation. 

9. If therefore the diſaffection of the Begums was not 
a matter of public notoriety, we cannot but be alarmed 
for the effects which theſe ſubſequent tranſactions muſt 
have had on the minds of the natives of India. The 
only conſolation we feel upon this occafion 1s, that the 
amount of thoſe jaghires for which the Company were 


guarantees is to be paid through our Refident at the Court 


of the Vizier; and it very materially concerns the credit 
of your Government on no account to ſuffer ſuch pay- 
ments to be evaded. | 
10. If it ſhall hereafter be found that the Begums did 
not take that hoſtile part againſt the Company which has 
been repreſented (as well in the Governor General's nar- 
rative, as in ſeveral documents therein referred to; and as 
it no where appears, from the papers at preſent in out 
ſſeſſion, that they excited any commotion previous to the 


_ impriſonment of Rajah Cheyt Sing, but only armed them- 


ſelves in conſequence of that tranſaction; and as it is pro- 
bable that ſuch a conduct proceeded. entirely from motives 
of ſelf-defence, under an apprehenſion, that they them- 
ſelves might likewiſe be laid under unwarrantable contri- 
butions) we direct that you uſe your influence with the 

| Vizier, 
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Vizier; mat their jaghires may be reſtored to them; but 
if they ſhould be under apprehenfions reſpecting the — 
conduct of the Vizier, and wiſh our further protection, it 


is out pleaſure, that you afford thoſe ladies an ”=__ | 
th 


within the Company's territories, and their be pi 

amount of the net collection of their jaghires, agreeably to 
the 2d article of the late treaty through the medium of our 
Reſident, as may be aſcertained upon an average eſtimate 


of ſome years back. 8 
11, With reſpect to the third article regarding Fyzoola 


Khan, the Rohilla Chief; before we could form an opi- 


nion upon it, we were led to an examination of ſuch parts 
of your records as in anywiſe related to him. 

12. We found, that at the conclufion of the Rohilla 
war, in 1774, a treaty was made between the late Sujah 
Dowlah and Fyzoola Khan, whereby the latter, on certain 
conditions, was put into the poſſeſſion of Rampore, and 
ſome other diſtricts in the Rohilla country, Though it 
does not appear upon the face of the treaty what equiva- 
lent was made to the V izier, yet we find, by a letter from 
Colonel Champion, entered on your conſultations-of the 

iſt October, 1774, that Fyzoola Khan was to give the 
Vizier half his treaſure. | 

13. On the gth March, 1778, a conſiderable time after 
the death of Sujah Dowlah, you were informed by the 
Refident at the Vizier's Court that there were reports of 
hoſtile intentions in Fyzoola Khan. The Reſident added, 
that the Rohilla Chief might _ alarmed by the Na- 
bob's reſumption of a number of jaghires granted by his 
father, and by his oppreſſive conduct in general. You 
were likewiſe informed. that Fyzoola Khan was ſolicitous 
to obtain the guarantee of the Company to his engage- 
ments with the Vizier ; and the profeſſed motives of the 
Reſident for ſending a deputation to Fyzoola Khan were, 
« that in caſe of the latter's acquitting himſelf, it would 
« give him a confidence in the Company, which might 
„ induce him to look ùp to that influence as the ſureſt 
defence againſt any invaſion of his right, and thereby 
„render him a faithful, and perhaps a uſeful ally, upon 
«« ſome future emergency.” n a motion of the Gover- 
ner General, the Reſident was authorized to offer the 
Company's guarantee for the obſervance of the treaty ; the 
Governor General at the ſame time obſerving, that the 
many letters which he had received from Fyzoola Khan, at 
various times, proved the neceſſity of ſuch an interven- 
tion. | \ 

14. On the 4th May following, the Reſident acquaint- 
ed the Board, that Fyzoola Khan appeared in no retpect to 
> | G 3 have 
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have violated the treaty, tranſmitting at the ſame time a 


new treaty under the gone f the Company 


15. We find that Fyzoola Khan declared to the perſon 
who negociated this matter with him on the part of the 
Company, that without the guarantee of the Company, 
© he could not look upon himſelf ſecure in his preſent 
«, poſſeſſions ; that the . — were the ory power in 
« which he had confidence, and which he could look up to 
for protection.“ There never was, perhaps, a treaty 

ted with more ſolemnity. According to the report 
of Mr. D. Barwell, entered in your conſultations, 21ſt 
May, 1781, it was figned in the preſence of the greater 
part of his ſubjects, in order to eſtabliſh a firm conviction 
in their minds, that it was an act fully authorized by the 
«« Engliſh Government; which was now become bound 
* to exact, with impartiality, a ſtri& obſervance of each ar- 
« ticle of the treaty.” This buſineſs was finally ſettled by 
the Governor General being defired by the Board to write 
to Fyzoola Khan, confirming the obligation of the Com- . 


| pany as guarantees; and by your acceptance of a lack of 


rupees on behalf of the Company, as an acknowledgment 
from Fyzoola Khan. 7 
16. In November, 1780, upon receiving information 
that the Seiks and Goodies were committing depredations 
in Rohilcund, we find that the Board agree to apply to the 
Vizier, to require from Fyzoola Khan his quota of troops ; 
in conſequence of which, the Governor General wrote for 
5,000 horſe; but judge of our ſurprize, to find by the 
treaty *, that whenever the Vizier declared war, Fyzoola 
Khan was to join only with two or 3,000 men, unleſs the 


Viaier had-marched in perſon. Where then was the juſ- 


tice of this demand? Fyzoola Khan replied, as appears 


by your Conf. 15th February, 1781, that he would ſend 


2,000 horſe, which were all cavalry in his ſervice ; that 
the 3-000 foot kept up by him were for the management 
of the concerns of. his jaghire, and that without them 
colleCtions could not be made. | 


Ce That be ſhall conſider the Vixier's friends as his friends, 
*© and all bis enemies as his own. That with whomſoever the 
« Viziter fball declare war, Fyzoola Khan ſhall join with his 
army two or three thouſand men, to the utmoſt of bis ability; 
% and that 2 Vizier marches againſt any enemy in perſon, 
& he fall then bring his whole army to join him; and if he it 
% unable to join him, b:cauſe the number of 5,000 men, to 
& which his landing army is limited, are too few, in ſuch caſe 
* he ſhall have leave to raiſe four thouſand more, that he may 
<< then join him with a ſufficient farce, and theſe expences ſhall 
ce be defrayed,” | 5 3 AN 
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17. We eannot here avoid remarking, that at the very 
time of your making this improper demand, goo of Fy- 
zoola Khan's troops had actually joined our forces, though 
he fyas under no obligation to furniſh the Company with 
a ſingle man, but had granted this ſupply merely to ſhew - 
his attachment to the Engliſh, | "IIS 

18. The beforegoing anſwer from Fyzoola Khan was 
immediately followed by a minute of the Governor Ge- 
neral, declaring that he had evaded the treaty ; in conſe- 
quence of which, it was inſtantly reſolved to fend a depu- 
tation to inſiſt upon its being complied with, and to de- 
mand the immediate delivery, not of 5,000, but of 3,000 


* 


| horſe. To make fo haſty and peremptory a demand for 


three thouſand horſe, after you had been poſitively aſſured 
that he had but 2,000 in his ſervice, carries with it the 
appearance of a determination to create a pretext for de- 
priving him of his jaghire entirely, or to leave him at the 
mercy of the Nabob; and all the ſubſequent proceedings 
' ſtem to confirm us in this idea. 
19. Notwithſtanding it is ſtated on Conf. 4 June, 1781, 
that a flat refuſal was the verbal anſwer to this depuration 
with reſpe& to 3,000 horſe, yet we find at the conference 
Fyzoola Khan willing to agree, that in compliance with 
** the treaty which ſpecified no definitive number of tavalry, 
« he would furniſh 2, oo0 horſe and 1,000 foot; that he 
« would give them one year's pay in advance, and furniſh 
further funds during the war.” On the very day you 
received an account of the reſult of this deputation (4 June, 
1781,) a letter is read at your Board from the Vizier, pro- 
ing to reſume the grant, and leave the Nabob Fyzoola 
han to join his other faithleſs brethren that were ſent 
acroſs the Ganges, and in lieu thereof to pay him the 
amount ſtipulated by treaty, after deducting the en of 
5,000 troops; and ſhortly after the Governor General 
proceeded up the country. | | 
20. We do not find any further mention of this buſineſs 
until we read the following article of the new treaty with 
the Nabob of Oude, which was executed on the 19th 
September, 1781, viz. gdly. ** That"as Fyzoola Khan 
ce has by his breach of treaty forfeited, the protection of 
the Engliſh Government, and cauſes by his continuance 
in his preſent in nt ſtate great alarm and detriment 
to the Nabob, he be permitted, when time ſhall ſuit, to 


* reſume his lands, and pay him in moneyz. through the 
«© Reſident, the amount ſtipulated by treaty,” after deduct- 
ing the amount and charges of the troops he ſtands en- 
«© gaged to furniſh by treaty, which amount ſhall be 
«6. paſſed to the account of the Company, during the con- 


tinuance of the preſent war.“ LEY, | 
9 * G 4 21. The 


83 — Crnſuris of the Direttors n Mr. Haſtings, 
21. -The -beforegoing- articles laid to be 
regoing _— 


founded on a breach of the treaty b Khan ; and 
yet, in the obſervation which the Governor General has 
made upon this article, he acknowledges that the condy&t 
of Fyzoola Khan was net an abfolute breach of treaty, 
though evaſive and uncandid. We confeſs ourſelves of 
opinion, that his conduct was neither evaſive or uncandid. 
But admitting the fa&, does it furniſh a juſtifiable ground 
for breaking through a moſt ſolemn engagement ? Was it 
a time to ſeize ſlight pretences. for evading a treaty, when 
the moſt alarming confederacies were formed againſt the 
Company. | i 
22. We fear, that by obſerving ſuch a conduct as this, 
few of the country powers of India will in future —_ the 
ſentiments of Fyzoola Khan, in conſidering the Com- 
« pany as the only power in which they have confidence, , 
„ and to which they can look up for protection. 
23. We do not only arraign the juſtice of the mea- 
ſure, but its policy alſo; and if we wanted an argument 
upon this occaſion, the Governor General, in his obſer. 
vations upon this article of the treaty, has furniſhed us 
with an unanſwerable one. I am of opinion,” ſays be, 
„that neither the Vizier's nor the Company's intereſt 
* would be promoted by depriving Fyzoola Khan of his 
& independency ; and I have therefore reſerved the execu- 
tion of this agreement to an indefinite term; and our 
Government may always interfere to prevent any ill 
effects from it. We have thus agreed to commit an 
act of injuſtice, by which neither the Vizier's nor the 
Company's intereſt will be promoted; and yet, if we do 
not ſuffer this injuſtice to take place, we ſhall be. guilty of 
a breach of treaty with the Vizier. It is not by ſuch a 
policy as this that we can ever hope to break the confede- 
_ and regain the confidence of the ſeveral powers of 
ndia. | 
24. In our letter of the 12th of July laſt, we expreſſed 
our apprehenſions for the event of the deputation ſent to 
Fyzoola Khan; and we are ſorry to find that thoſe appre- 
henſions were but too well founded. Fyzoola Khan had 
reaſon to expect other treatment at the hands of the Gover- 
nor General ; for did he not, at the breaking out of the 
war with France, to ſhew his attachment to the Company, 
make a voluntary offer to maintain 2,000-cavalry for our 
ſervice ? The Reſident at the Vizier's Court writes, under 
the 5th December, 1778, that he found ſuch a promptneſs 
in Fyzoola Khan to render the Company any. affiftance- 
within the bounds of his finances and ability, as even ſur- 
ed his own expectations: and did you not reſolve in 
conſultations 28th of the ſame month, That the —_— 
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« of your Board be returned to him for this mark of his 
faithful attachment to the Company?“ In the Governor 
General's letter to Fyzoola Khan upon this occaſion are the 
following words: In my own name, and that of the 
% Board, I return you my warmeſt thanks for this in- 
«« ſtance of your faithful attachment to the Company ;” 
and you yourſelves. have acquainted us, in your ſecret let- 
ter of the 1ſt of February, 1779. that on requeſting the aid 
of part of — — he, without heſitation or 
delay, ſent men to co-operate with our forces... 
25. Thus, Ta. March 1778, you pledge the Company's 
faith for the performance of the treaty between Fyzoola 
Khan and the Vizier : In December following, the thanks 
of. your Board are given to him for his attachment to the 
Company, in ſending troops to their aſſiſtance on the break- 


ing out of the war with France: In November 1780, you 


make an unwarrantable demand upon him, which, it not 
being in his power to comply with, furniſhes a pretext for 
depriving him of his lands; and in September 1781, a 
treaty is finally concluded, by which his territory is wreſted 
from him, and given to the V;aier, pet 1 

26. Fyzoola Khan's merits with the Company on the 
one hand, and the Governor General's treatment of him 
on the other, muſt be known to all the ſurrounding powers; 
and if ſuch fingular marks of attention to the Company's in- 


tereſt and government are to be thus requited, we have 
reaſon to dread future combinations againſt us, which may 


end in the utter extirpation of the Engliſh from Hindoſtan. 
It is only by a ſtrict regard to juſtice, moderation, and good 
faith, that we can hope to maintain our preſent footing in 
27. As we can no where diſcover that Fyzoola Khan has 
been \ guiley.of a breach of treaty, and thereby forfeited the 
ion of the Company, and as the Governor General 
informed us, that he — reſerved the execution of the 


agreement contained in this article to an indefinite term, and 


that our Government may always interfere to prevent any 
ill effects from it; and as Fyzoola Khan appears to have 
had great merit with the Company in the particular inſtance 
above referred to, we direct that that article be not carried 
into execution, and that you obtain the conſent of the Vi- 
zier, to Fyzoola Khan's continuing in the poſſeſſion of his 
jaghire unmoleſted. | | 

. 28, Fhe 4th article of the treaty is as follows: That 


t no Engliſh Refident be appointed to Furruckabad, and 


the preſent one recalled.” In order that we might fully 
underſtand this article, we had recourſe to your proceedings 
of the aad of May, 1780, for the reaſons of your firſt ſend- 
ing a: Reſident ta Furruckabad ; We find 9 

. | &: ung, 


» 


and we recommend it to you, to 
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Jung, Nabob of that place, complained of ſuffering hard- 
ſhips under the perſon who collected the annual tribute for 


the Visier; upon which the Governor General remarked, 
that he is extremely deſirous, as well from motives of com- 


mon juſtice, as due regard to the rank and fituation Which 
that Chief holds among the powers of Hindoſtan, that ſome 
means may be deviſed of affording him relief: The Board 
accordingly, on the ſame day, appointed a perſon to reſide 

at his Court, and the motives for ſuch an appointment were 
highly praiſe-worthy—we wiſh the real grounds for revok-' 
ing the appointment had been equally ſo ; but on the con- 
trary we conceive that this removal of our Reſident was ra- 
ther calculated to afford the Vizier an opportunity of. exer- 
ciſing his oppreſſion uncontrouled ; and the Governor Gene- 


ral's obſervation upon this article of the treaty juſtifies this 


opinion, wherein he ſays, ** It the Nabob Muzuffer Jung 
« muſt endure oppreſſion (and I dare not at this time pro- 
6 polo his total relief) it concerns the reputation of our 
„Government to remove our participation in it.“ But 
wherein did this political neceſſity confiſt ? In our opinion 
it concerned the reputation of our Government much more 
to have removed the oppreſſion altogether, than to have 
ſanctified that oppreſſion by an article in a formal treaty: 
To ſay that Muzuffer Jung himfelf defired the removal of 
the Refident can, as is repreſented by the Governor General 
in the Appendix to his Narrative, have little weight in the 
argument, ſince it was always in your power to have puniſhed 


any improper conduct in the Refident, or to have nominat- 


ed in his room one on whom you could depend. And when 
the Nabob expreſſed fuch a defire, was he acquainted with 
the previous determination of the Vizier to heap oppreſſion 
on him, and that too under the ſanction of the Britt G- 
vernment ? | 
29. It is true, that Muzuffur Jung does not ſtand in the 
ſame relation to the Company as Fyzoola Khan, but ſtill 
© thoſe motives of common juſtice, and a due regard to the 
rank and ſtation held by that Chief among the Princes of 
„ Hindoſtan,” which actuated your Board upon a former 
occaſion, ought certainly to have had ſome weight in the 
preſent inſtance : We truſt, however, that by means of the 
mutual good underſtanding which the Governor General, 
in his obſervations on this article of the treaty, ſays ſubſiſts 
between the Vizier and himſelf, you will have fruſtrated 
the intended oppreſſion towards the Nabob of Furruckabad, 
and thus have preſerved the honour of the Company. 
30. And as you have before ſtood forth in the protection 
of this Nabob, in a manner worthy of the Britiſh character, 
we wiſh that the ſame protection may be continued to him; 
uſe your influence * | 


_ 
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the Vizier, in order to ſhield a Gs oo | 
which it highly concerns the credit of the ' Britiſh name 

ſhould not be exerciſed upon him. | C 


Extra of the Cempany's General Letter to Bengal, dated 1/t 
| March, 1783. | 


Orders reſpecting Military Appointments not executed. 


Par. 17. AND as our orders of the -28th November, 
1777, 234 December, 1778, and 17th May, 1780, reſpe&- 
ing theſe appointments, have been never carried into full 

&, it is our expreſs and poſitive direction, that you do 
immediately comply therewith, and that the ſaid appoint- ' 
ments do extend to all troops, under whatever denomina- 
tion, ſerving without the Company's Dewanny Provinces 
to the weſtward of the Caramnaſſa river, whether of the 
ſtrength of the Company's regular eſtabliſhment, or in the 
ſervice of the Vizier, commanded by Britiſh officers; pro- 
vided, however, that Mr. Wombwell, and his ſucceſſor, 
Mr. Taylor, be willing to accept the above appointments 
in preference to the ſtations or employments they may re- 


ſpectively poſſeſs upon the receipt of this letter. 


hd 


UxpER Mx. Prrr's ADMINISTRATION. 


Era of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated the 
28th January, 1784. : 


Mr. Haſtings's Libel on the Directors, relative to Cheyt Sing. 


Par. 7. WE muſt not ſuffer the Governor General's Let- 
ter, relative to our reſolutions about Cheyt Sing, to be 
paſſed over in ſilence, wearing, as it does, the appearance 
of animadverſions on the conduct of his ſuperiors, not to be 
juſtified in his fituation. 

8. The Court of Directors have not only an undoubted 
right, but their duty calls them, to condemn any meaſures 
that ſhall appear of a dangerous tendency : The conduct to- 
wards Cheyt Sing was in their eye liable to deſtroy that 
confidence fo neceſſary to be preſerved with the 3 3 
powers; the Court therefore hoped, by their marked diſ- 
approbation, to prevent any ſteps of the like kind in future. 

ter the reſiſtance which the Rajah had made, no counte- 
nance could be conſiſtently ſhewn him; nor was any mea- 
ſare for his reſtoration ever propoſed : But whilſt the Go- 
vernor General remained ſubject to the orders of the Court 
of Directors, he is bound to yield ta their decrees ; _ 

| ore 


2 | 
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fore as his letter, addrefling them with ſuch 
warwth, muſt carry with it the appearance of tending to re- 
fiſt thoſe whom it 1s his duty to obey, we conſider him in 

rhat reſpect to have been very blameable ; However, we turn 
aſide from this diſagreeable ſubject, to expreſs great appro- 
bation at the extraordinary exertions of our Governor Ge- 
neral and Council to countera® the defigns of our numerous 
enemies, and to furniſh ſuch large affiſtance and ſupplies for 
the Carnatic in its waſted and deſolate condition. It is to 
the abilities of our Commander in Chief, whoſe loſs we 
fincerely lament, aided by your vigilance and ſupport, we 
owe the preſervation of that country, as the powerful erup- 
tions of Hyder, and the hoſtile meaſures of France, had dif- 
abled our Governor and Council of Fort St. George from 
defending the poſſeſſion of our ally, the Nabob of Arcot. 


Extract of the Company's General Leiter to Bengal, dated 16th 
, March, 1784. TL : 


Appointments of 24 Aſſiſtant Surgeons, revoked, p. 104—Re, 
. gulations reſpecting Surgeons, p. 11 to 15. | 


Par. 10, WE diſapprove the appointments- made by 
you, between the 1ſt Tray; 1782, and 10th March, 
1783, of twenty-four Aſſiſtant Surgeons; viz. 


Hugh Mahon, Alex. Morine, 
Robert Anderſon, James Orrack, 
John Lamb, Geo. Davidſon, 
— Morris, James Campbell, 
ames Grant, Alex. Ruſſell, 
m. Hunter, Wm. Cooper, 
\ — Shaw, Wm. Jones, 
atrick Ivory, Thos, Wilkins, 
. Thos. Watt, Wm. Davidſon, 
Walter Williams, Thos. Clarke, 
Thos. Luke Stoke, Wm. Cooke, 
| John Burgh, Thos, Powles, 
And poſitively direct that, on receipt of this letter, you 
. revoke the ſaid appointments. 


It. And in order to fill up the vacancies occaſioned by 

the removal of the ſaid twenty-four perſons, and to provide 

for other caſualties, we have reſolved to permit twenty-ſix 

Aſſiſtant Surgeons, ſhould ſo many offer to proceed to In- 
dia this ſeaſon, on the uſual conditions, 

12. We permit the twenty-four Aſſiſtant Surgeons ap« 

inted by you to remain in India to practiſe in their pro- 

on, and direct that they be re-appointed to vacancies, 

as they may happen, after the ſaid twenty-ſix Aſſiſtant Sur. 

geons ſhall haye been provided for, | 


13. Mr, 
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13. Mr. T. Morris, one of the ſaid twenty-four Aſſiſtant 
Surgeons, whom you ordered to proceed to England as 
Surgeon of the Warren, has obtained our leave to return 
to Non Preſidency under the circumſtances above men- 


tioned, L . 

14. We have further reſolved that no more Surgeons be 
allowed to proceed till it ſhall be known whether their ſer- 
vices be wanted in India; and in order to aſcertain this 
point, we direct that you regularly tranſmit to us ſtatements 
of the number of Surgeons and Surgeons Aſſiſtants neceſ- 
ſary for your eſtabliſhment, deſcribing the different depart- 
ments where they are to be employed ; and alſo that you 
forward annually (in duplicate at leaſt) liſts of Surgeons, 
and Aſſiſtant Surgeons, belonging to your Preſidency. 

15. And in lo it ſhould happen at any time that the 
eſtabliſhment at one Preſidency ſhould be more than complete, 
while that at another is deficient, it is our order that the 
deficiency at one ſettlement be ſupplied from the redun- 
dancy of the other. We therefore Ie you to adviſe our 
other Preſidencies, from time to time, of the number 
your eſtabliſhment, in order for theit making the — 
arrangements man | | 

[ See Par. 47 in Extrafts from Papers, in No. 3.] 


Extract 0 ' the . Company's General Letter to Ben al, dated 
4 9th December, 1784. 2 


Auen of reverfanary Members of the Beard of Trade, 
countermanded.— Directions for Conduct of. the Supreme 
Council toward the other Sett , 


Par. We obſerve with great ſurprize, by your general 
letter dated the gth of February laſt, that you had thought 
28 to make it a ſtanding rule, that all ſervants of the 

ompan e to reverſionary ſtations in the Board of 
Trade, ſhould be allowed to draw the ſalaries which th 
would be entitled to were they Members of that Board, 
until you ſhould receive our commands upon the ſubject. 
We cannot avoid expreſſing our diſapprobation of the reſo- 
lution in queſtion, by which we ſhould be ſubjected to a 
conſiderable and indefinite expence ; and we therefore di- 
re& that the ſtanding rule before mentioned be annulled 
immediately upon receipt of this letter, and that perſons 
appointed to reverſionary ſtations in the Board of Trade, 
900 the ſalary and allowances of a ſenior Merchant 
only, * | 

t is our further pleaſure that all allowances granted to 
Mr. Bateman, or any —— in conſequence of the 


rule eſtabliſhed by you as betore ſtated, do forthwith yoo 
an 


94 Cenſures of the Direftors on Mr. Haſtings, 
and determine upon the arrival of this our order at Fort 
William ; and we cannot omit adverting to the impropriety 
which occurs in this caſe, of grounding a general order 
upon the particular inſtance of Mr. Bateman. From a re- 
gard to the peculiar circumſtances of diſtreſs attending his 
caſe, we have not ordered a reimburſement to be made of 
the ſums he may have received in conſequence of this or- 
der; if it had not been for this conſideration, we ſhould 
certainly in that, and every other way, have expreſſed our 
higheſt diſapprobation of a proceeding ſo contrary to the 
general ſpirit of our orders, and ſo inconſiſtent with that 
economy eſſentially neceſſary for the very exiſtence of our 
Government in India, 9 8 n 

We can in no degree think it right that you ſhould ap- 
point Agents to act for your Government independently of 
our other ſettlements, at the Court of any of the Princes 
ſo conneAed with them, or that you ſhould receive Agents 
from thoſe powers ſeparately addreſſed to you; Mill leſs 
ſhould we think ſuch a meaſure juſtifiable, if the ſame per- 
ſon ſhould be allowed by you to act in both capacities, and 
more eſpecially if he ſhould be choſen from among the in- 
ferior ſeryants of that Government whoſe dignity would 
thus be leſſened, 15 

Whatever repreſentations from the native powers ſo con- 
nected with our ſubordinate ſettlements, whatever propo- 
fitions for fucure arrangements, and above all, whatever 
2 againſt the conduct of our Governments in 
thoſe ſettlements, are made to you, muſt be tranſmitted 
to thoſe Governments alone ; with'them you are immedi- 
ately to communicate on thoſe ſubjects, and whatever ſteps 
you take in conſequenee, you are to pay every attention to 
the honour and dignity of our ſervants placed by us in high 
ſituations : This is a line of conduct due to them as well 
from the character which they derive from us, as from the 
indiſpenſable neceſſity of holding, in the eyes of the dif- 
ferent powers of India, the weight and authority of every 
branch of the Britiſh Government. \ 


Extract of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 
the 8th Fuly, 1785. © | 


Nei Committed of Accounts aboliſhed, Par. 31.-Enqulry Fu 
dered into the Proviſion Agency, p. 49 to 51. | 


Para. 31. WE have peruſed your proceedings relative to 
the appointment of a Committee of Accounts to tranſact 
tze buſineſs appertaining to your Board in the department 
of inſpection. Even it the preſent ſituation of the Com- 
pany's affairs did not abſolutely and indiſpenſably * 

| ac 
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that every poſſible reduction in their expences ſhould im- 
mediatel —— place, we ſhould be far from being con- 
vinced of the neceſſity of the preſent arrangement. Peace 
being now re-eſtabliſhed, we conceive that you will have 
ſufficient leiſure to ſet apart at leaſt one day in a week for 
aſſembling as a Board of Inſpection, with the aſſiſtance of 
the Accountant General in the Civil Department, and of 
the Commiſſary General in the Military, who ſhould, in 
the intermediate days, audit and examine the ſeveral ac- 
counts, and thus come prepared to make their obſervations 
or objeRtions thereon to the Board, all the purpoſes of the 
original inſtitution in 1772 might be fully anſwered, and 
an effectual check and controul in every branch of expen« 
diture completely eſtabliſhed, We do therefore hereby di- 
rect, that the Committee of Accounts be forthwith abo- 
liſhed, and that you do immediately reſume the buſineſs of 
that department as a Board of Inſpetion—that your meet- 
ings be conſtant and regular, and that your 1 bo 
tranſmitted to us in the ſame manner as thoſe in the other 
departments, a 

49. The Preſident and Council of Fort St George have 
lately complained to us of the bad quality of proviſions con» 
ſigned to them from your ſettlement, They tate, that out 
of 1, 2832 caſks, 1,022 were wholly unſerviceable ; that 
the reſt muſt be ſold for whatever they could get for them, 
and that their ſtorchouſes would not have been by any 
means ſo much burthened with this urlſerviceable article 
had you attended to their repeated remonſtrances againſt 
your continuing to ſend it, But that, notwithſtanding 
every argument they could urge to the contrary, confign- 
ment upon conſignment, both of ſalt proviſions and of 
rum, have unremittingly been made to them; the former 
of which, as they alledge, have often been of a very bad 
quality z and 320 caſks which arrived at Madras in May 
1784, appeared to be ſo entirely decayed, that after landing 
and examining ſome of the caſks, they thought it beſt to 
return it by the veſſel it came in, at a trifling freight, in 
onder that you might recover the amount of the coſt from 
the Contractors, as it was not actually worth the expence 
of boat hire to bring it on ſhore. 

50. We are ſorry to obſerve, by your letter to Fort St. 
George of the ad Auguſt laſt, that, from the particular 
declarations contained in the anſwer from the different 
Agents for ſupplies, you deemed yourſelves precluded from 
all hopes of 838 property from any further pro- 
ther procedure in this bufineſs, | | 
It. But we can hy no means ſubmit to fo heavy a loſs 
without a more particular enquiry being made herein,— 

Either the Agents for the ſupplies, the 9 or the 
1 wners 


* 
- 
. 


As 


* 


4  Cinſuret of the Divettors on My. Hyftings, © 
Owners of the veſſels, muſt have materially failed in their 


reſpective duties, We do therefore direct that you imme- 
diately enter upon as ſtrict an examination-as-poſſible into 


the ſubject of the preſent complaint; and that you take the 


inion of the Advocate General, whether any, and what 
gal methods ought to be purſued for the recovery of the 
loſs the Company has ſuſtained herein ; and if you ſhall 
find it to have ariſen from any miſconduct in our own ſer- 
vants employed in this tranſaction, we direct that you 
adopt the moſt vigorous and effectual meaſures for bringing 


- them to a ſevere and exemplary puniſhment, 


Extrall of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 14th 
March, 1786. ii 


point ments at Goa contrary to repeated Orders, and to poſi- 
ow Law, Par. 1 to 3.—Inproper Penſion ta Mr. Crom- 
melin, p. 3+ | . | 70 


Para. 1, PREVIOUS to the receipt of your r of 
the 14th January laſt, adviſing the appointment of Mr. 
John Carnac to be Reſident on the part of your Govern« 
ment at the Portugueze ſettlement of Goa, on the reſigna · 
tion of Mr. Charles Crommelin, we had come to the reſo- 
lution of aboliſhing that office, as will appear by the liſt 


which accompanied our letter of the 11th April following, 
and which we hereby confirm. | 


2. We cannot permit this ſubject to paſs, without parti- 
cularly adverting to the conduct of your Board, in the ap- 
pointment both of Mr. Crommelin and Mr. Carnac ; nei- 
ther of them are ſervants of the Company, and yet both 
have been appointed to the Reſidency of Goa, in contra» 
dition to our repeated orders, that no European, on any 
pretence whatever, ſhould be ſuffered to hold any poſt or 
exerciſe any office, civil or military, under the Company, 
who had not been admitted into the ſervice by the expreſs 
authority of the Court of Directors. You will further 
attend to the illegality of thoſe appointments. The Act of 
Parliament of the 13th of his preſent Majeſty has vety 
clearly laid down the rule to be obſerved in the reſtoration 
of diſmiſſed ſervants ; namely, that it ſhall not be done 


without the conſent of 3;4ths of a Court of Directors, 


and 3-4ths of a Court of Proprietors, to be taken by bal- 
lot; but in the inſtances before us you have aſſumed a 
power which does not belong to you, and by a ſummary 
mode of proceeding have reſtored diſmiſſed ſervants, and 
appointed them to a place of great truſt and confidence by - 
a imple reſolution of your own Board, | | 

hy 3: We 


* : Under Lon Surren... 


3. We diſapprove of the penſion to Mr. Crommelin, and 
direct that it do ceaſe immediately upon the receipt hereof; 
and we truſt all our ſervants abroad will be cautious of any 
ſuch unwarranted grants of the revenues of the Company; 
for otherwiſe we ſhall in future find ourſelves under the ne- 
ceſſity of ordering ſams ſo granted to be reimburſed by 
thoſe ſervants who ſhall concur in making them. 


Permiſſion to Mr. Haſtings to reſign. 
Entra of Court's Letter to Bengal, dated 10th of March, 


| Par. 2. OUR Governor General having. in his letter of 
the acth March, 1783, ſignified his earneſt deſire that we 
would nominate a ſucceſſor to the Government of Bengal, 
we have accordingly appointed Lord Macartney as ſucceſſor 
to the Government General; and having taking into conſi- 
deration the long, faithful, and able ſervices of Warren 
Haſtings, Eſquire, we have 'unanimouſly reſolved, that he 
be permitted to reſign the Government of Bengal, agree- 
ably to his requeſt contained in the above letter. ; 

3. We have not fixed any particular day for his quitting 
the Government but direct, that he take the firſt _ 
tunity in the enſuing ſeaſon, commencing in October 
next, to return to Europe. And. as we. have inſtructed 
Lord Macartney to hold himſelf in readineſs to proceed to 
Bengal immediately after the departure of Mr. Haſtings, 
we order, that the Senior in the Supreme Council, on 
whom the Government is in the interim to devolve, ſhall 
loſe no time in conveying to Lord Macartney the earlieſt 
information of that event. J 0 


* Moved by Major Scott. 


98 Dinzcrors' Thanks % Mr. Harn. 


Copy of the Minutes of the Court of Dire#tors conveying their 
Uranimo Thanks A Mr. 22, on the 28th of Fung, 
1785. | | A | 
THE Court being informed that Warren Haſtings, 

Eſquire, late Governor General of Bengal, was attending, 

in order to be introduced to the Court; 1 


It was moved, and, on the queſtion, | 


| Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Chairman be directed, 
in the name of the Court, to congratulate Governor 
Haſtings on his fafe arrival, and to return him the thanks 
of this Court, for the long, faithful, and able ſervices 


he has rendered the Company. 
Mr. Haſtings being then introduced, 
The Chairman addreſſed him to the purport of the 
above reſolution. 


Mr. Haſtings expreſſed his happineſs, in having bis uni- 
form endeavours to promote the Company's intereſts thus 
amply rewarded, by the diſtinguiſhed honour now con- 
ferred on him ; and then withdrew. | 44%, 


Eaſt India Houſe, A true copy. 
the zoth March, 1786, THO. . 5 


Moved by Major Scott. 
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4 CHARGE I. 


ON THE ROHILLA WAR, 
See the oh Report of the Secret Committe, and the places of 


reference in the Appendix to that rt, See alſo Cenſures 
— 7 I. and the Rejolutions of the Houſe ot 
th, I 782, ; F 


| CHARGE IL 


INFRACTION OF TREATIES WITH THE OREAT 7 
MOGUL, | 


Se the 5th. Report the Secret Committer, and the Places of 
reference in the Appendix to that Report. See alſo Reſolu- 
2 of the Houſe f Commons, May 28th, 1782. | 


CHARGE III. PARTS I, II, III. 


RIGHTS OF CHEYT SING, AND TREATMENT OF HIM 
BY MR. HASTINGS, 


Fae: marked, Charge III. No. 1, 2 3 
For more — Information, ſe n, ſee % . of he 
Select Committee; the Supplement ue 1 oP 4 ) to 

the ad Report; and the 1 12 Report of the ſame Committee. 


e alſo Cenſures of the Directors, p. g4 & 91. 
CHARGE III. PARTS IV, v. 


SECOND AND THIRD REVOLUTION IN BENARES, 
Papers marked, Charge III. No. 6, 7, 8, 9. 
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Copy of Leiter 2 om Warren Haſtings, Eſq. to the Court of 
Directors, relative to their Cenſure on his Conduct at Be- 
wares ; and alſo the Anſwer of the Court of Directors thereto. 


To the Honourable Court of Directors of the Honou. able 
. United Eaft India Company. 


Honourable Sirs, Fort William, 20th March, 1783. 
JN y your letter to the Governor General and Council, 
dated the * 28th Auguſt, 1782, you have been pleaſed to 
enter into a large diſcuſſion of my proceedings at Benares, 


on N See above among the Cenſures of the Directort, p. 68. 
H 2 and 


too Papers relating to.Charge III. Parts 1, 2, and 4. 
and to apprize the Board of certain reſolutions compre- 
hending your judgment upon them. Theſe reſolutions, 
as the immediate cauſe and ſubje of my preſent addreſs, 
I ſhall, to avoid the perplexity of frequent and remote re- 
ference, hereto ſubjoin. PETTY 
« That it appears to this Court that on the death of 
„ Sujah Dowlah, 1775, a treaty was made with his ſuc- 
« ceffor, by which the Zemindary of Benares,. with its 
% dependencies, was ceded in perpetuity to the Eaſt India 
« Company. | ; Wy 
« That it appears to this Court that Rajah Cheit Sing 
« was confirmed by the Governor General and Council of 
«© Bengal in the management of the ſaid Zemindary (ſub- 
| *« je to the ſovereignty of the Company), on his paying a 
certain tribute, which was ſettled at Sicca rupees 
« 22,66 180; and that the Bengal Government -pledged 
« jtſelf that the free and uncontrouled poſſeſſion of the 
% Zemindary of Benares, and its dependencies, ſhould be 
« confirmed and guaranteed to the Rajah and his heirs for 
#4 ever, ſubjeR to ſuch tribute, and that no other demand 
c ſhould be made upon him, nor any kind of authority 
<«< or. juriſdiction exerciſed within the dominions affigned 
him, ſo long as he adhere to the terms of his. engage- 
„ments. e . 

% That it appears to this Court that the Governor Ge- 
„ neral and Council did, on the 5th of July, 1775, re- 
« commend to Rajah. Cheit Sing to keep up a body of 
«« 2,000 horſe, but at the ſame time declared ſhould 
« be no obligations upon him to do it, 

& That it appears to this Court that. Rajah Cheyt Sing 
« performed his engagements with the Company in the 
regular payment of his tribute of Sicca rupees 22,66, 180. 

„ That it appears to this Court that the conduct of the 
„ Governor General towards the Rajah whilſt he was at 
„ Benares was * and that the impriſonment of his 
« perſon, thereby diſgracing him in the eyes of his ſub- 
ce jects and others, was unwarrantable and highly impolitic,. 
« and may tend to weaken the confidence which the native 
« Princes of India ought to have in the juſtice and mo- 
at deration of the Company's Gbvernment.” 

I underſtand that theſe reſolutions were either publiſhed, 
or intended for publication. As they have proceeded. 
from an authority ſo reſpectable, every reader of them will 
naturally and without hefitation believe that the facts on 
which they neceſſarily and indiſpenſably Spend, have been 
fully ellabliſhed—And who are the readers? Not the pro- 
prietors alone, whoſe intereſt is 1 concerned in 

them, and whoſe approbation I am impelled, by every 
193 55 


motive of pride and , to ſolicit, but the whole 
body of the people of England, whoſe paſſions have been 
excited on the general ſubject of the conduct of their. ſer- 
vants in India ; and before them I am arraigned, and pre- 
judged of a violation of the national faith, in a&s of ſuch 
complicated aggravation, that if they were true, no punifh- 
ment ſhort of death could atone for the injury which the 
| intereſt and credit of the public had ſuſtained in them. 

J hope therefore I ſhall not be thought to give unne- 
ceſſary trouble in calling your attention to a ſubject not 
wholly perſonal, nor to fail in the reſpe& in which I have 
never yet failed, to your honourable Court, in the mode 
of my vindication, which will not admit of the common 
delicacies of expreſſion ; for I cannot admit facts, however 
affirmed, which I know to have no exiſtence, and by which 
my character has been blaſted ; nor will a fimple denial or 
reluration of them be ſufficient againſt ſuch a charge, if I 
can at the ſame time appeal to your own knowledge, prov- 
ed by the evidence of your own ar nts, and to what 
your honourable Court 225 ot candour for my firſt 
juſtification and acquittal. | | 

The facts affirmed, or expreſſed in terms equal to affir- 
mation, in your reſolutions, are as follows: 

1ſt. That the Bengal Government pledged itſelf that the 
free and uncontrouled poſſeſſion of the Zemindary of 
Benates, and its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed and 


, * 


teed to the Rajah and his heirs for ever. 
24d. That it pledged itſelf that no other demand ſhould 
be made upon him, nor any kind of authority or juriſdic- 
tion exerciſed within the dominions affigned him, fo long 
as he adhered to the terms of his engagements. 
3d. That the Governor General required/him to k 
up a body of 2,000 horſe, contrary to the declaration made 
to him by the Governor General and Council, on the 
Sth July, 1775, that there ſhould be no obligation on him 
to do it. : | | 


- 4th. That Rajah Cheit Sing was bound by no other 
engagements to the Company than for the payment of his 


ol 
% 


tribute of Sicca rupees 22,66, 180. 
1 5th. That Raja Chet Sing was a native Prince of 
India. | 


6th. The judgment paſſed on my conduct as deducible 
from theſe fats is that it was ——— unwarrantable, 
and highly impolitic, and may intend to weaken the 

confidence which the native Princes of India ought to 
* have in the juſtice and moderation of the Company's 
« Government.” Here I muſt crave leave to ſay, that the 
terms ** improper, unwarrantable, and highly impolitic,” 
are much too gentle, as deductions from ſuch —_— | 
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and as every reader of the latter will- obviouſly feel, av he 
reads, the deductions which inevitably belong to them, I 
will add that the ſtri& performance of ſolemn engagements 
on one part, followed by acts directly ſubverſive of them, 
and by total diſpoſſeſhon, on the other, ſtamps bn the 
perpetrators of the latter the guilt of the greateſt poſſible 
violation of faith and juſtice. 
But tliis, and every other concluſion from the facts ad- 
duced in proof of them, will fall, if the facts themſelves 
have no exiſtence,—-I do therefore moſt poſitively and 
ſolemnly deny their exiſtence, ' - | Hoa 
I deny that the Bengal Government pledged itſelf, that 
the free and uncontrouled poſſeſſion of the Zemindary af 
Benares, and its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed and 
guaranteed to the Rajah and his heirs for ever. : 

I deny that the Bengal Government pledged itſelf that 
no other demand ſhould be made upon him, not any kind 
of authority or juriſdiftion exerciſed within the dominions 
aſſigned him, ſo long as he adhered to the terms of his 
engagements. | ; 

I deny that I ever required him to keep up a body of 
2,000 horſe, contrary to the declaration made to him by 
the Governor General and Council, on the 5th July, 
17 . that there ſhould be no obligation on him to do it. 

My demand (that is the demand of the Board) Was not 
that he ſhould maintain any ſpecific number of horſe, but 
that the number which he did maintain ſhould be em- 
ployed for the defence of the general ſtate. As 

deny that Rajah Cheit Sing, was bound by no other 
engagements to the Company, than for the payment of 

his tribute of Sicca rupees 22, 66, 180. 

_ He was bound by the engagements of fealty, and abſo- 
lute obedience to every order of the Government which he 
ſerved. The various and repeated profeſſions of his letters 
are 2 and acknowledgments of this conſtruction of his 
vaſſalage; and his own Cabuleeat, or the inſtrument by 
which he engaged to perform the duties of his Zemin- 
dary, expreſſes it in the acknowledgment of the Company's 
Sovereignty. 4 | | 

b 5 deny that Rajah Cheit Sing was a native Prince of 

ndia. | 

Cheit Sing is the ſon of a Collector of the Revenue of 
that province, which his arts, and the misfortunes of his 
maſter, enabled him to convert to a permanent and here- 
ditary poſſeſſion. This man, whom you have thus ranked 
amongſt the Princes of India, will be aſtoniſhed, when he 
hears it, at an elevation ſo unlooked for, nor leſs at the in- 
dependent rights which your commands have affigned him; 
Tights which are ſo foreign to his conceptions, that res 
S R 
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whether he will know in what language to aſſert them, 
unleſs the example which Jo have thought it conſiſtent 
with juſtice, however oppoſite to policy, to ſhew, of be- 
coming his advocates againſt your own intereſts, ſhould 
inſpire any of your own ſervants to be his adviſers and in- 
ſtructors. ö | 

I forbear to detail the proofs of theſe denials : In legal 
propriety I might perhaps claim a diſpenſation from it, and 
require the charges to be proved, not myſelf diſprove them; 
but I have already diſproved them in my narrative of my 
proceedings at Benares, which has been long fince in your 

ands, and is, I hope, in the hands of the public.—So 


that I think it ſufficient to refer, and to point out the ninth . 


and following pages of the copy which was printed in Cal- 
cutta for a complete explanation, and I preſume as complete 
a demonſtration of the mutual relation of Rajah Cheit Sing, 
the vaſſal and ſubje& of the Company, and of the Compa- 
ny his Sovereign. | | | | 

The ſubje& to which I now proceed, and on which I 
reſt my fulleſt acquittal, is too delicate to admit of my en- 
tering upon it without requeſting your indulgence and par- 
don for whatever may appear offenſive in it; and declaring 
that I ſhould have ſubmitted in filence to the ſevereſt ex- 


preſſions of cenſure which you could paſs upon me, had 


they been no more than expreſſions, and applied to real 
facts; but where the cenſures are not oo to real facts, 
and are ſuch as ſubſtantially affect my moral character, I 
ſhould be myſelf an accomplice in the injury, if I ſuffered 
the ſlighteſt imputation to remain, which it was in my 
power wholly to efface. 

A breach of faith neceſſarily implies antecedent and ex- 
iſting engagements, and can only be conſtrued ſuch by ex- 
preſs terms of thoſe engagements. I have been guilty of 
this crime in my treatmgnt of Rajah Cheit Sing, or of 
none ; and I may be allowed to 2 that while you ſtat- 
ed fuch facts as implied it, you did not in terms declare it. 
There is an appearance of tenderneſs in this deviation from 
plain conſtructiofl, of which, however meant, I have a 
right to complain ; becauſe it impoſes on me the _— 

framing the terms of the accuſation againſt myfelf, whic 


you have only not made, but have ſtated the leading argu - 


ments to it ſo ſtrongly, that no one who reads theſe can 
avoid making it, or not know to have been intended. 

But permit me to aſk—May I not preſume, that this de- 
viation aroſe from ſomething more than a tenderaeſs for 
my character of feelings? that it was diQtated by a conſci- 
ouſneſs that no ſuch engagements exiſted ; for if any ſuch 


did exiſt, why were they not produced in. ſupport of the 
3 


H 4 | Even 


* 4s — 


mhould allow 


— 
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6 Even the facts which are affirmed in the reſolutions ure ö 


fuch as muſt depend on ſome evidence; for they cannot ex- 
iſt independently. If the Bengal Government ** pled 
_ « itſelf,” its pledge muſt be contained in the written in- 
ſtruments, which were expreſsly formed and declared to de- 
fine the reciprocal relation and obligation of the Rajah and 
the Company, | "© #8 
The reſolutions of your Honourable Court, as they ſtand 
unconnected in their original ſtate, muſt be accepted as the 
conclufions from certain and eſtabliſhed evidence; and this 


evidence, I muſt preſume, you meant to produce in the 


long proceſs of detailed argument which precedes them in 
your General Letter. This conſiſts of pieced extracts from 
opinions delivered by me in the debates of Council, which 
not only preceded the ſettlement made with the Rajah 


Cheit Sing, when his. Zemindary became the property of 


the Company; but, ſtrange as it will appear, which paſſed 
on an occaſion *'whoMly foreign to it, and at a time when the 
Company had not obtained the ceſſion of the Zemindary. 
At the point of the ſettlement your detail ſtops ; had jt pro- 
ceeded, it muſt have exhibited the conditions of the ſettle- 


ment, which would have contradicted every fact which you 


have aſſerted, and every man of candour will believe, that 
this was the only reaſon why it did not proceed ; for why 
are my ſpeculative opinions on the claim made upon the 
Nabob Aſſof ul Dowlah to the ceſſion of the Zemindary of 
Benares, which I thought an infringement of a treaty al- 
ready —_ with him, and upon the mode by which we 
ajah Cheit Sing to exerciſe the management 

of his Zemindary, when it had become the property of the 

Company, quoted in evidence againſt me, when the actual 


_ deeds which conveyed to Cheit Sing his poſſeſſion of the 


Zemindary, and all the conditions on which he held it, 
were the only criteria by which my conduct towards him 
could be tried ? The debates from which my opinions are 
extracted are ſo voluminous, and my ſhare in them bears 
ſo large a proportion, that it would take up much time and 
argument to prove what I could prove, that in their collec- 
tive and relative ſenſe they are perſecty conſiſtent, ſo far 
as they can apply at all ts my ſubſequent conduct; but were 
it otherwiſe, they were not to be made the rules of my con- 
duct; and God forbid that every expreſſion dictated by the 
impulſe of preſent emergency, and unpremeditately uttered 
in the heat of party contention, ſhould impoſe upon me the 
obligation of a fixed principle, and be applied to every vari- 
able occaſion. | begs þ 
The wiſdom of the Legiſlature has declared, that the 


_ Whole collective body of the Governor General and Council 


ſhould be bound by the opinions of the Majority; but the 


| | 


' 
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doctrine implied in your ion of my opinion is the re- 
verſe of that obligation, it my opinions were not conform- 
able to thoſe of a majority of the Board; and if they were, 
the acta of the Board, formed on fuch concurrent opinions, 
ought to be quoted as the rules of my conduct, not the opi- 
nions which only led to them. | | | 
Having ſolemnly pronounced that Rajah Cheit Sing had 
performed his engagements with the Company, and that my 
conduct toward him was © improper and unwarrantable, / 
you proceed to ſay, that © ſuch further reſolutions as you 
* may think proper to come to on this important ſubject 
« will be communicated to us by a future conveyance.” — 
This I cannot otherwiſe underſtand than as an indication 
of your intention to order the reſtoration of Rajah Cheit 
Sing to the Zemindary of Benares : It will be expected, af- 
ter the judgment which you have paſſed, as an act of indiſ- 
penſible juſtice ; and whenever this promiſſory declaration is 
made public, as it muſt be, if not already known, what 
may have been expected will be regarded as a — If 
any thing were wanting but the expreſs notification of your 
intention to confirm it, the recall of Mr. Markham, who 
was known to be the public agent of my own nomination at 
Benares, and the re-appointment of Mr. Francis Fowke, 
by your order, contained in the ſame letter, would place it 
beyond a doubt. This order has been obeyed ; and when- 
ever you ſhall be pleaſed to order the reftoration of Cheit 
Sing, I will venture to promiſe the ſame ready and exact 
ſubmiſſion in the other Members of your Council. 
Of the conſequences of ſuch a policy I forbear to ſpeak. 
Moſt happily, the wretch whoſe hopes may be excited by 
the appearances in his favour, is ill qualified to avail him- 
ſelf of them, and the force which is ſtationed in the pro- 
vince of Benares is ſufficient to ſuppreſs any ſymptoms of 
internal ſedition; but it cannot fail to create diſtruſt and 
ſuſpence in the minds both of the rulers and of the people, 
and ſuch a ſtate is always productive of diſorder. 
But it is not in this partial conſideration that I dread the 
effects of your commands; it is in your proclaimed _ 
fition againſt the firſt executive Member of your firſt Go- 
vernment in India; it is as' well known to the Indian world 
as to the Court of Engliſh Proprietors, that the firſt decla- 
ratory inſtruments © the. difotution of my influence, in 
the year 1174, were Mr. John Briſtow and Mr. Francis 
Fowke. By your ancient and known conſtitution, the 
Governor has been ever held forth and underſtood to poſſeſs 
the oſtenſible powers of Government; all the correſpon- 
dence with foreign Princes is conducted in his name; and 
every perſon refident with them for the management of your 
political concerns is underſtood to be more eſpecially his 
N . repreſentative, 


* - 
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repreſentative, and of bis choice: And ſuch ought to be 
the rule ; for how otherwiſe can they truſt an agent nomi- 


nated againſt the will of his principal? or how, knowing 


him to act under the variable inſtructions of a temporary 
influence, or the caſual dictates of a majority, can they 
rely on the meaſures which he may propoſe, and which a 
fadden change of influence always expected in a deviation 


ftom conſtitutional forms, may undo, and ſubject them, 
in every inſtance of their connection, to a continual flue- 


tuation of affairs. N Es 
When the ſtate of this Adminiſtration was ſuch as ſeemed 


to admit of the appointment of Mr. Briſtow to the Reſi- 


dency of Lucknow, without much diminution of my own 


influence, I gladly ſeized the occaſion to ſhew my readineſs 
to ſubmit to your commands: I propoſed his nomination ; 
he was nominated, and declared to be the Agent of my own 
choice. Even this effe& of my caution 1s defeated by your 
abſolute command for -his re-appointment, independent of 
me, and with the ſuppoſition that I ſhould be adverſe to it. 
I am now wholly deprived of my official air "1d: 2ag in 
the province of Oude and in the Zemindary of Benares. 

N. or will the cvil ſtop at theſe lines. My general influ- 
ence, the effects of which have been happily manifeſted for 
the ſupport af your intereſts, is now wholly loſt, or what 


| may remain of it ſuſtained only by the preſcription of long 


eſſion, and ſomething perhaps of perſonal attachment, 


8 by the habits of frequent intercourſe. 


almoſt ſhudder- at the reflection of what might have 
happened had theſe denunciations againſt your own Mini- 
ſter, in favour of a man univerſally conſidered, in this part 


of the world, as juſtly attainted for his crimes, the mur- 


derer of your ſervants and ſoldiers, and the rebel to your 
authority, arrived two months earlief, Youwill learn b 


your common diſpatches what difficulties Mahdajee Scindia 


as had to ſurmount in reconciling the different Members 
of the Maratta State to the ratification, and even when ra- 
tified, to the interchange of the treaty concluded by him in 
May laſt with this Government. I dare to appeal even to 

our judgment for the ey; and to aſk, whether the 
Miniſters of the Peſhwa, poſſeſſing the knowledge of ſuch a 
circumſtance, would not have availed themſelves of it to 
withhold their conſent to the treaty, either claiming to in- 


_ - clude Cheit Sing as a party in it, or either overtly ſupport- 


ing his pretenfions, with the view of multiplying our diffi- 
culties; or, which js moſt probable, waiting for the event 
of that change in the ſuperior Government of Bengal, 
which ſuch ſymptoms portended, before they precipitated 
their intereſts in a connection with a declining influence 
which they might obviouſly conclude would render * 

* . 5 WI . 
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with all its other acts, obnoxious to that which ſucceed- 
ed it. ; I, 

Their counterpart of the treaty is ratified, and in our 
actual poſſeſſion; and ſuch is the character of the man 
whom we have made our principal and guarantee of it, that 
it will inſure us againſt any change of ſentiment which 
might ariſe, from any cauſe, in the breaſts of his country- 
men. I am happy in having been the ſole inſtrument df 
the accompliſhment of ſp great an event. It originated in 

_ a ſcene of univerſal revolt, excompating my own perſon ; 

it began with the immediate ſeparation of the firſt power of 
the Mahratta State from the general war, and was followed 
by the inſtant and general ceſſation of hoſtilities, in effect 
by a permanent peace; for I have a right now to affirm this, 
having poſitively aſſured you that it would prove ſuch, while 
the formal — die of it remained fo long in a ſtate 
of ſuſpence. In every progreſſive ſtate of it, it has met 
with obſtruftions which might have diſcouraged even the 
moſt determined perſeverance ; in the known indiſpoſitioa 
of the Preſidency of Bombay; in the calamities af the 

arnatic ; in the alarming interference of the Prefident and 
ele&t Committee of Fort St. George, by the exaggerated 
portrait of their affairs in a letter addreſſed to our Mi- 
niſter, and ſent in circulation through the midſt of Decan 
and Indoſtan, entreating him at all events, and with what- 
ever f{acrifices, to precipitate the concluſion of the treaty, 
ſave them from deftruQion ; but above all, in the ve- 
ement exclamations for from men of every deſcrip- 
tion in Great Britain. To all theſe counteractions I have 
oppoſed the principle of firmneſs and defiance ; and, aided 
by the peculiar talents and warineſs, and incomparable per- 

- ſeverance of Mr, David Anderſon, I have at length brought 
my wiſhes and yours to their deſtined point. Perhaps, 
with a leſs able Miniſter, 1 might yet have failed ; but even 
the merits of his ſervices I claim as my own; for it was 
my choice which called his mind into action, and my con- 

fidence that gave it its beſt exertion, Pardon, Honourable 

irs, this digreſſive exultation ; I cannot ſuppreſs the pride 
which I feel in this ſucceſsful atchievement of a meaſure ſo 
fortunate for your intereſts and the national honour; for 
that pride is the ſource of my zeal ſo frequently exerted in 

Jour ſupport, and never more happily than in thoſe in- 


in which I have departed from the preſcribed and © 


beaten path of action, and aſſumed a reſponſibility which 
has too frequently drawn on me the moſt pointed effects 
of your diſpleaſure. But however I may yield to my 
private feelings in thus enlarging on the ſubje&t, my 
motive in introducing it was immediately connected 
yith its context, and way to contraſt the actual ſtate of 

WH. : your 
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political affairs, derived from -a happier influence, 


Lum that which might have attended an earlier diſſolution 


„ | 7: 
It is now a complete period of eleven years fince I firſt 


received the firſt nominal charge of your affairs; in the 
_ courſe of it I have invariably had to contend, not with or- 


dinary difficulties, but ſuch as moſt unnaturally aroſe from 
the ſition of thoſe very powers from which I primarily 
derived my authority, and which were required for the ſup- 
port of it. My exertions, though applied to an unvaried 


and conſiſtent line of action, have been occaſional and de- 


ſultory; yet I pleaſe myſelf with the hope, that in the an- 
nals of your dominion, which ſhall be written after the 
extinction of recent prejudices, this term of its adminiftra- 


tion will appear not the leaſt conducive to the intereſts 'of 


the Company, nor the leaſt reflective of the honour of the 
Britiſh name; and allow me to ſuggeſt the inſtructive re- 
flection of what good might have been done, and what evil 
prevented, had due ſupport been given to that Adminiſtra- 


tion which has performed ſuch eminent and ſubſtantidl ſer- 


vices without it. | 
You, Honourable Sirs, can atteſt the patience and tem- 
= with which I have ſubmitted to all the indignities which 
ave been heaped upon me in this long ſervice. It was the 
duty of fidelity, which I effentially owed to it; it was the 
return of gratitude, which I owed, even with the ſacrifice 
of life, had that been exaCted, to the Company, my ori- 
ginal maſters, ahd moſt indulgent patrons. To theſe 
principles have I devoted every private feeling, and N 
vered in the violent maintenance of my office, becauſe I was 
conſcious that I poſſeſſed, in my integrity, and in the ad- 


vantages of local knowledge, thoſe means of diſcharging 


the functions of it with credit to myſelf, and with adyan- 
tage to my employers, which might be wanting in more 


ſplendid talents; and becauſe I had always a ground of 


hope, that my long ſufferance would diſarm the prejudices 
of my adverſaries, or the rotation of time produce that 
concurrence in the crifis of your' fortune with my own, 


_ which might place me in the fitvation to which I aſpired. 


In the mean time, there was nothing in any actual ſtate 
of your affairs, which could diſcourage me from the pro- 
ſecution of this plan. There was indeed an interval, and 


that of ſome duration, in which my authority was wholly 


deſtroyed ; but another was ſubſtituted in its place, and 
that, though irregular, was armed with the public belief 
of an influence inviſibly upholding it, which gave it a vi- 


gour ſcarce leſs effectual than that of a conſtitutional power. 
| endes, our Government had no external dangers to agi- 
date and diſcover the looſeneſs of its compoſition. 


The 
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The taſe is now moſt widely different. While your 
exiſtence was threatened by wars with the moſt formidable 
powers of Europe, added to your Indian enemies, and 
while you conſeſſedly owed its preſervation to the ſeaſona- 
ble and vigorous exertions of this Government, you choſe 
that ſeaſon to annihilate its conſtitutional powers. You 
annihilated the influence of its execdtive Member; 
proclaimed its annihilation; you virtually called on his 
aſſociates to withdraw their ſupport from him, and they 
have withdrawn it; but you have ſubſtituted no other in- 
ſtrument of = his ſtead, unleſs you ſuppoſe that it may 


exiſt, and can he effectually exerciſed, in the body of your 
Council at larkg poſſeſſing no power of motion, but an 
mert ſubmi to the letter of your commands; which, 
however neceſſary in the wiſe intention of the Legiſlature, 
have never yet been applied to the eſtabliſhment of any 
original plan or ſyſtem of meaſures ; and ſeldom felt, but 
in inſtances of perſonal favour, or perſonal diſpleaſure. | 
Under ſuch a fituation, I feel myſelf impelled, by the 
ſame ſpirit which has hitherto animated me, to retain my 
poſt againſt all the attempts made to extrude me from it, 
to adopt the contrary line.— The ſeaſon for contention is 
aſt. The preſent ſtate of affairs is not able to bear it,— 
| m morally certain that my ſucceſſor in this Government, 
whoever he may be, will be allowed to poſſeſs and exerciſe 
the neceſſary powers of his ſtation, with the confidence and 
ſupport of thoſe who by their choice of him will be inte- 
refied in his ſucceſs. I am become a burthen to the ſervice, 
ny would * noo it from * incumbrance, were 
not apprehenſive of creating worſe conſequences by m 
removal from — an act would 1 be 
by Mahdajce Scindia as a deſertion of him in 
the inſtant of his accompliſhment of the treaty, and de- 
feat the purpoſes of it, which remain yet to be effected by 
his agency. I am alſo perſuaded, that it would be attended 
with the loſs of the Commander in Chief, in whoſe pre- 
fence alone I look for the reſtoration of peace to the Car- 
natic, which he perhaps would think too hazardous an un- 
dertaking, with no other ſupport than that of a broken 
Government.—T have now no wiſh remaining, but to ſee 
the cloſe of this ealamitous ſcene, and for that I hope a few 
months will be ſufficient. — My ſervices may afterwards be 
ſafely withdrawn; but will {till be due, in my conception 
of what l oe to my firſt conſtituents, until they can be 
regularly ſupplied by thoſe of my appointed ſueceſſor, or 
until his ſucteffion / ſhall have been made known, and the 


interval but ſhort for his arrival. 
It therefore remains to perform the duty which I had 
aſbgned to myſelf as the final purpoſe of this letter, ty de- 


clare 
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| clare, as I now moſt formally do, that it is my defire that 


you will be pleaſed to obtain the early nomination of a 
perſon to ſucceed me in the Government of Fort William; 
—to declare, that it is my intention to reſign your ſervice, - 


as ſoon as I can do it without prejudice to your affairs, after 


the allowance of a competent time for your choice of a per- 
ſon to ſucceed me and to declare, that if in the inter- 
mediate time you ſhall proceed to order the reſtoration of 
Cheyt Sing to the Zemindary, from which, by the powers 
which I legally poſſeſſed, and conceive myſelf legally bound 
to aſſert, againſt any ſubſequent authority to the contrary, 
derived from the ſame common ſource, he as diſpoſſe 
for crimes of the greateſt enormity, and your Council ſhall 
reſolve to execute the order, I will inſtantly give up my 
ſtation and the ſervice. | 

To theſe declarations, ſuffer me to add this reſervation, 
that if in the mean time the acts of which I complain 
ſhall, on a mature reviſion of them, be revoked, and I 
ſhall find myſelf poſſeſſed of ſuch a degree of/ your confi- 
dence as ſhall enable me to ſupport the duties of my ſtation, 
I will continue in it until the peace of all your poſſeſſions 
ſhall be reſtored, or it ſhall be your pleaſure to allow me to 


reſign it. | 


I have the honour to be; 
Honourable Sirs; 
Four moſt obedient, 
i | and faithful Servant, 
WARREN HASTINGS; 


p. S. Upon a careful reviſal of what I have written, 


I fear that an expreſſion which I have uſed, reſpect- 


ing the probable conduct of the Board, in the event 
of orders being received for the reſtoration of Cheyt 
Sing, may be conſtrued as intimating a ſenſe of diſ- 


ſatisfaction applied to tranſactions already paſt.— It is not 


my intention to complain of any one, but to vindicate 
my own character, and to ſtate the difficulties of my fitua- 
tion.— Neither do I mean, by excepting one . to 
caſt a cenſure on any others: Yet I feel, in my eſteem for 
Mr. Wheler, and in my ſolicitude to avoid even the im- 


pPautation of reflecting unjuſtly on his conduct, a duty im- 


pelling me to declare, that, in my experience of it, ſince 
the time that we were firſt in the habits of mutual confi- 
dence, it has been fair and honourable to myſelf, and zealous 
to the public; equally free from profeſſion and ſubterfuge ; 
and his ſupport given to me, in every inſtance, equal to 
whatever claim I might have to it. 2000 | 
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Obſervations on a Letter to the Court of Direfors of the Eaft- 
India Company, from Warren Haſ/lings, Eſquire, Governor 
General of Bengal, dated at Fort William, the 20th March, 
1783, interſperſed with ſuch authentic Documents, as tend 
to ſhew the Grounds upon which the Directors eſtabliſhed 
their Reſolutions reſpecting Mr. Haſtings Conduct towards 
Cheyt Sing, the Rajah of Benares.—Printed by Order. f 
the Court Directors, November 19, 1783. 


At a Court of Directors, _ Thurſday the 18th July, 
| 1782. 

RESOLVED, 1ſt. That it appears to this Court, that 
on the death of Sujah Dowlah, in 1775, a treaty was made 
by his ſucceſſor, by which the Zemindary of Benares, with 
its dependencies, was ceded in perpetuity to the Eaſt-Indiz, 
Company. {8 bob 

Reſolved, 2d, That it appears to this Court, that Rajah 
Cheyt Sing was confirmed by the Governor General and 
Council of Bengal in the management of the ſaid Zemin- 
dary (ſubje& to the ſovereignty of the Company) on his 
paying a certain tribute, which was ſettled at Sicca ru 
22, 66, 180; and that the Bengal Government pledged it- 
ſelf, that the free and uncontrouled poſſeſſion of the Zemin- 
dary of Benares, and its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed 
and guaranteed to the Rajah and his heirs for ever, ſubje& 
to ſuch tribute; and that no other demand ſhould be made 
upon him, nor any kind of authority or juriſdiftion exer- 
ciſed within the dominions affigned him, ſo long as ht ad- 
hered to the terms of hise ngagements. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, ＋ 7 hat it appears to this Court, 
that the Governor General and Council did, on the 5th 
July, 1775, recommend to Rajah Cheyt Sing to keep up 
a body of 2,000 horſe, but at the ſame time declared there 
ſhould be no obligation on him to do it. | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, 4th. That it appears to this 
Court, that Rajah 2 Sing performed his engagements 
with the Company, in the regular payment of his tribute 
of Sicca rupees, 22,66, 180. 9 

Reſolved, 5th, That it appears to this Court, that the 
conduct of the Governor General towards the Rajah, 
whilſt he was at Benares, was improper ; and that the im- 
priſonment of his perſon, thereby diſgracing him in the 
eyes of his ſubjects and others, was unwarrantable and 
highly impolitic, and may tend to weaken the confidence 
which the native Princes of India ought to have in the juſ- 
tice and moderation of the Company's Goverament. 


OBSERVATIONS, 


. ene ce, MP ML, tends, | 
| | OBSERVATIONS, 4 
| The Court of Directors having thought proper, after 


the moſt mature deliberation, to come to ſundry re- 
ſolutions reſpecting the conduct of the Governor Ge- 

neral of Bengal towards Cheyt Sing, the Rajah of 

| Benares, the ſame were tranſmitted to the Governor 
- General and Council, with ſeveral prefatory para- 

graphs. Theſe reſolutions have produced a very ex- 

traordinary reply on the part of the Governor General, 

denying, in the moſt poſitive terms, the exiſtence 

of the facts on which they were founded. | 


As the Governor General has forborne „ to detail the 
© proofs of theſe denials,” notwithſtanding his opinion, 
«* that a fimple denial of them would not be ſufficient,” 
his letter would probably have remained unnoticed, had 

not the zeal of his friends, by printing and circulating it, 
forced it upon the public attention, A letter/calculated to 
bring contempt as well as an odium on the Court of Di- 
rectors, for their conduct on this occaſion. . 

This ſtep, taken by Mr. Haſtings's friends, makes it 
neceſſary, in vindication of the conduct of the Court of 
Directors, to bring forward ſuch obſervations as naturally 
occur on the various aſſertions contained in the Governor 
General's letter: and in order to remove any unfavourable 
im 2 which it may have made on the minds of the 

ic. ö 

The printed letter above mentioned, is preceded by ex- 
tracts from the Company's general letter to Bengal, dated 
the 28th of Auguſt, 1782; at the concluſion of which ex- 
tracts is added the following note or memorandum. 

The letter from which the foregoing extracts were 

| « taken, was figned by the two Chairs — Eleven Direc- 
«6 tors. a : N | \ 
It may therefore be proper, before we enter on a juſtifi- 
= cation of the reſolutions, to which part of the foregoing 
extracts allude, to ſtate, | 
| | That for the 1ſt reſolution there were 22 Directors 


inſt 1. | 1 
For the ad reſolution there were 15 againſt 8. 
The zd reſolution paſſed unanimouſ 77.1 
The 4th reſolution, * That Cheyt Sing performed his 
< engagements, &c.” paſſed likewiſe unanimouſly, | 
For the «th reſolution, after the terms of it, 1 
the conduct of Mr. Haſtings, had been much ſofte: 
there were 16 Directors againſt 7. N 
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The Governor General, in his letter reſpecting the ſaid 
reſolutions, has expreſſed himſelf in the following words: 

: +6 deny that the Bengal Government pledged itſelf, 
* that the free and uncontrouled poſſeſſion of the Zemin- 
dary of Benares; and its dependencies, ſhould be con- 
„ Ermed and guaranteed to the Rajah and his heirs for 
ever. 5 * ert | FT. 

deny that the Bengal Government pledged itſelf, 

„ that no other 2 be made upon him, nor 
any kind of authority or juriſdiction exerciſed within 
the dominions aſſigned him, ſo long as he adhered to the 
terms of his engagements.” 


Rajah Bulwant Sing, the father and immediate prede- 


ceſſor of Rajah Cheyt Sing, had rendered great aſſiſtance to 
the Company in the war between them and the late Vizier, Sujah 
Dowlah, 'Nabob of Oude. Upon the concluſion of that 


Var, General Carnac was, on the 11th June, 1965, em- 


powered by the Preſident and Council of Bengal to ſettle 


certain preliminary articles with Sujah . Dowlah, one of 
which was, to ſecure Bulwant Sing. in the" "poſſeſſion of his 
country. And by the th article of the definmive treaty 
concluded by Lord Clive at Illahabad, on the 16th- Auguſt 
following, His Highneſs Sujah Dowlah engages; in the 
„ moſt ſolemn manner, to continue Bulwant Sing in the 
* Zemindaries of Benares, Gau ipore, and all thoſe dif- 
0 tricts he poſſeſſed at the time he game over to the late 
«© Nabob Jaffier Aly Khan and the Engliſh, on condition of 
* his paying the ſame revenue as heretofare.” | 
On the death of Bulwant Sing, in Auguſt 1770, his ſon 
— Bag was, at the recommendation and tequeſt of the 
P t and Council of Bengal, inveſted with the go- 
vernment of his father's territories, on his giving a naze- 
rannah of 20 lacks of rupees, and agreeing to an increaſe 
of two lacks and an half in his annual tribute. 
The inſtrument which was delivered to Cheyt Sing by 
the Vizier upon this occaſion: is called a treaty, in which 
are the following words: Excepting what is included in 
++ the preſent agreement, nothing ball ever be demand e 
& ven in future.” ——It then concludes, -** In this, God, 
and the Prophet of God, and the Koran, are included, 
„ that between us, and our joint peſlarity, there will never 


«© be a variation herein. 


The negociation for eſtabliſhing Cheyt Sing in the Ze- 
mindary of his father, was carried on by Captain {now 

Colonel) Gabriel Harper. The following paſſage, in a 
letter from him of the 8th October, 1770, to the Prefident 


and Council of Bengal, giving an account thereof, points 


out the true line of policy which ought to have been fol- 
lowed by thoſe who afterwards took the, lead in that coun- 
| Vor. I, | EN VL try > 


* 


aut 
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| | . \ | 
=: % J will leave to the-young Rajah, and others, to 
| | De. elf; only thus 
& much let me ſay, that I have kept a ſtriẽt eye not to 
«© diminiſh our national honour, difenterefledneſs, and juſtict; 
« which I will conclude has had a greater in fecuring 
to the Company their vaſt poſleflions, than oven the for ce 

. of their arms, however formidable, could do.. | 
T be ſettlement of the Zemindary in the family of Bul- 
want Sing was deemed of ſuch conſequence to the Compa- 
ny's affairs, that the Prefident and Council, in their letter 
to the Court of Directors of 31ſt of October, 1970, offer 
their congratulations in the following words. Permit 
„% us, Honourable Sirs, to * — yu 11 ſo very 
00 a concluſjon of an event we deem highly important 

"0 2 — And in their letter to the Court of 

* »4th of December following, they ſay, that Cheyt 

Sing is now'FULLY invefied with the Government, to 
* theeentire ſatisfattion of every one, and is conſidered by the 
« Fizter as ng that country on the ſame terms as his fa- 

„tber, the difference in the revenues excepted.” 
The Rajah, by à letter to the Governor received the oth 
of November, expreſſed his ſenſe of the obligation thus 
conferred upon him, in the following words: The fa- 

„ 'vour of the Engliſh Sirdars is ſuch, that I cannot de- 
+ ſcribe the ſmalleſt particle thereof, and if even every hair 
of my head was a tongue, it would be impoſſible to ex- 
* preſs my ſenſe of it.. L 5 

his event happened more - than twelve months before 
Mr. Haſtings fucceeded to the office of Preſident and Go- 

- vetnor'of 1; vet he has aſſerted in his printed narra- 
tive, (p. 8.) That Cheyt os obtained from our influence, 
exerted by myſelf, the firf? legal title that his family ever 
„ poſſeſſed of property in the land of which he, till then, 

« was only the Aumil, and of which he became the ac- 
« knowledged Eemindur, by a ſunnud granted to him b 
« the Nabob Sujah Dowlah, at my inflancb, in the m 

= of September, 17.74.” e 

| This i- grounded aſſertion has been noticed here in 

= order to ſhew the neceſſity of a careful examination of the 
ſeveral poſitive aſſertions in the Governor General's letter, 
before a decided opinion be formed of the conduct of the 

E 0 R | 
n the beginning of the year 1773, it was determined b 

the Council of Bengal, that their Prefident, Mr. Aang 
ſhould' proceed to Benares, in order to obtain a nal 

"_ interview with the Vizier. And in their inſtructions to 

him upon this oceaſion, dated 23 June, 1773, they ſay, 

Mi © We empower you to renew, on behalf of Rajah Cheyt 

Sing, the ſtipulation which was formerly made 4, the 

4 | | £6 Yjgier 
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« Vizier in favour of his father Rajah Bulwant Sing, in 
** confideration of his ſervices to the Company in the year 


Mr. Haſtings having executed his commiſſion, he, on 
the 4th of October, reſumed his ſeat at the Board, and 
delivered in a report of his negociations, . 
_ Theſe negociations, ſo far as they relate to Rajah Cheyt 
Sing, are reported in the following words: | 
% No. 3, is a Perſian copy of a * or engage- 
„ ment, which I obtained from the Vizier, confirming to 
% Rajah Cheyt Sing and his poſterity, the ſtipulations for- 
„ merly made in behalf of his father Bulwant Sing.— 
** No. 4, is an Engliſh tranſlation of it.—No. 5, a copy 
2 of n or 3 fixed yr _ | 
t Sing > e year 1178, [ Bengal ſtyle. ] an 
© allu wk the Gallant. „ an Engliſh tran- 
Me >; N the 3 7 1 tranſlation a . 
* whi wrote to Rajah Cheyt Sing, as a further "= 
«© ante of the condition Sremiſed tn the Gutman, $4 
The Coulnama was executed in my preſence, and 
** attefled by me. The Vizier defired that the ſtipulations 
„made in favour of the Rajah might be executed in this 
mode, rather than by an article in the treaty, and it was 
«© equally ſatizfafory te the Rajah. —1 muſt remark that he 
„had already given the Rajah a Coulnama of this tenor, 
% foon after the death of Bulwant Sing, through the ſoli- 
* citation of Captain Harpur, by the orders of the Select 
Committee. He could therefore have no reaſonadl: plea 
<* to refuſe the confirmation of it. Neverthelels he ſeem- 
ed to think his former act of ſo little validity, that he 
ey —— me, in very earneſt terms, for my conſent that 
be ſhould 5 the Rajah of the forts of Luteefgur, 
© andl Bidjygur, and take from him 10 vo rupees over 
*© and above the flipulated rent; and he ſeemed greatly diſ- 
* ſatisfied at my refuſal. He argued, that the treaty. of 
** Illahabad related to Bulwant Sing fol, and was never 
* meant to extend to his poſterity. I confeſs the letter of 
*© the trea 1 no more, yet I cannot conceive that 
either ajah or Lord Clive, when a treaty was 
% made, could have intended it in that Fs 7. It has cer- 
* tainly been differently underſtood, bot the C:mpany 
and by this adminiſtration; and the Vizier himſelf had 
before put it out of all diſpute by the ſolemn act paſſed in 
« the Rajah's favour, on his ſucciſſion to the Zemindary. | 
„ am well convinced that the Rajah's inheritance, and per- 
% haps his life, are no lo aſe than while be enjoys the 
© Company's protect on, which is bis due BY THE TIES OF 
* JUSTICE, AND THE OBLIGATIONS OF PUBLIC 
A FAITH ; and which * afford him — 
r 2 a 66 moſt . 
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$ 

{ 
„ fied in the Cabooleat, no increaſe ſhall ever 9 5 
ora 


concludes in this manner: By the favour of 


being transferred to them, upon the ſu 
Dowlah to the Subahſhip of Qude. 


' 


% moſt effeftually.” “ His c is a firong barrier 4 
& gur, without ſubjecting us to ahy expences, and we 
% may depend upon him as a ſure ally, wheriever we may 
« ſtand in need of his ſervices.” . 

In- the tranſlation of the Coulnama given by Sujah 
Dowlah to Rajah Cheyt Sing, which was laid before the 
Council by Mr. Haſtings, are the following Wo . 
« Exclufive of the jumma [ Amount of the 58 . 
n, 


& demandid. By the word of God, and the holy 
& and of the bleſſed Imaums, this agreement is made bo- 


e tween me and my heirs, and you and your heirs, and it 


« ſhall never be deviated * 75 Ws | 
The pottah fixes the tribute at rupees 22.48,449 ; and 
4, ＋ Ge there 


& ſhall never be any deviation 1 this agreement.” 
The paper, No. 7, referred to in the before mentioned 


report, which is a tranſlation of a letter from Mr. Haſtings 


to Rajah Cheyt Sing, as a farther aſſurance of the condi- 


tions promiſed in the Coulnama, is as follows: 


From the Governor to Rajah Cheyt Sing. IE 
« At this time, the Vizier of the empire having given 
« you an agreement under his hand and ſeal, which I have 


1 counterſigned, and alſo affixed my ſeal to; it is neceſſary, 
s that, conformably thereto, and according to the.treaty 


„ concluded at Allahabad by Lord Clive, and the Vizier, 
i reſpecting Rajah Bulwant Sing, our deceaſed father, 
„you, with the greateſt cheerfulneſs, pay to the Vizier 


the rent thereby eſtabliſhed, in which caſe the Company 


« will always attend to your welfare, and afford you their 

« care and ee ; and in the agreements afore-mentioned, 
* there ſhall never be any breach or deviation.” _- . 

Such was the relation in which Rajah Cheyt Sing ſtood 

to the Company, previous to the Sovereignty of 1 — ; 
ep KG Aſoph ul 


Mr. Haſtings' idea that the rights of Cheyt Sing were 


eſtabliſhed, even before the Company were the guarantee for 


the performance of the agreement between him and the Vizaer, 


is cleatly expreſſed, by his refuſal Dio the Vizier to 


diſpoſſeſs the Rajah of the forts of Huteefgur and Bidjy- 
gur, and to take from him 1» lacks of rupees over and 
above the ſtipulated rents, —But when Mr, Hattings, on 
behalf of the Company, became himſelf the guarantee of 


_ a treaty, which confimed the 'Zemindary to Cheyt Sing 


and his heirs for ever, under a certain fixed tenure, how 


much more was the Company's protection due to the 
| 27 ah , y by the ties of juſtice and the cbligations of public 
faith!“ V 


" "Even 
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Even after the death of Sujah Dowlah, and immediately 

ceding- the transfer the Sovereignty of Benares, the 

eſident at the Court of the new Vizier was equally ſenſi- 
ble of the rights of the Rajah, as appears by the followin 
extract of a letter from him to the Governor General, 
dated 14th of April, 77s: | 

% I quoted (to the Vizier) the treaty ſubſiſting between 
«« the late Vizier and Rajah Cheyt Sing, and their heirs 


« reſpettively, of which the Company were the guarantees... 
« So long as the Rajah paid his kiſts when they became 


'« due, his Excellency on his part could not demand either an 


* increaſe of rent or ſums in advance.” 
And on the very eve of the conclufion of the treaty with 
Aſoph ul Dowlah, the young Vizier, Mr. Haſtings ſtept 


in between him and the Rajah to ſhield the latter from the 


' unjuſt demands of the former, notwithſtanding if the 


money had been received from the Rajah, the V 1zier had 
promiſed to pay it to the Company, in part liquidation of his 
debt, On that occaſion the Rajah wrote a letter to Mr. 


Haſtings, which he received on the 13th of May, 1775, 


= ing his acknowledgments in the following words : 
„ I have been honoured with your friendly letter, inform- 
«« ing me, that, agreeable to my defire, you have written 
© tothe Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah, to de from his demand 
* of fix lacks of rupees in advance.” It concludes, ** May 
„ the Almighty grant you a long continuance of every | 


| © bleſſing which the world can afford for your kindneſs to 


«© me on every occaſion, who have no other .dependance 
* but on your favour !” 95 2 * 
Having thus ſhewn the connection between Rajah Cheyt 
Sing and the Company, previous to the Sovereignty of 
Benares being transferred to the Engliſh, and the unalter- 
able tenure by which he held his Zemindary under the 
Vizier, it is proper to examine the proceedings of the Go- 
vernor General and Council, which led to the treaty with 
the ſucceſſor of Sujah Dowlah, by which that Sovereignty 
was veſted in the Company. N - 0 
In doing this, it is impoſſible to ſeparate the ſimple ne- 
1 for obtaining the Soyereignty of the Zemindary 
om the terms upon which the Rajah was to hold it under 
the Company; ſor ſo far from the latter ſubje& being, as 
Mr. Haſtings has aſſerted in his printed. letter, . wholly 
foreign to the former, it will be ſeen they are ſo blend- 
ed together, that they cannot, nor indeed ought not, to be 
ſeparated. : 
The death of Sujah Dowlah happened in the beginning 


of February, 1975; and it having been agreed by the 


Bengal Council, on the 14th February following, that a 
gew treaty ſhould be e Aſoph ul Dowlah, = 
3 on 
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ſon and ſucceſſor, the Governor General propoſed, *« That 


each Member of the Board ſhould deliver in his ſenti - 
ments of the conditions to be required or acceded to ſor 
<« the new treaty ; obſerving that not having himſelf: ſuf- 


e ficiently confidered the ſubject in the latitude which has 


s been given to it by the foregoing reſolutions, { The re- 
<« ſolutions here fpoken of related only to the Vizier. ] he 
< wiſhes to prepare what he may have to offer himſelf.” 
Upon which it was Refolyed, to adjourn unto. the 
evening, that every Member may prepare his ideas on the 


4 ſubje&,” | 


But how has Mr. Haſtings ſpoken of the cool and deli- 
berate opinion which he prepared in conſequence of the 


preceding reſolution, when he afterwards ſaw that opinion 


quoted by the Court of Directors? God forbid (ſays he) 
that any expreſſion, dictated by the impu'ſe of preſent 


©. emergency, and unpremeditately uttered in the heat of party 


6 contention, ſhould impoſe upon me the obligation of a 
” _ principle, and be applied to every variable occa- 
«6 n.“ a 18 
So far from its being the intention of the Board, that 
their opinions in this buſineſs ſhould be confidered as 
mere words paſſed in debate, it will be preſently ſhewn, 
that even in this imperfect ſtage of it, they defired the at- 


tention of the Court of Directors to thoſe very opinions; 
nor was it poſſible for the Court to conſider them in any 


other light than as the deliberate ſentiments of each indi- 
vidual Member, which were hereafter to be ſo modified, as 
to meet the genera concurrence. | | ea 
The Board being aſſembled in the evening, the Mem- 
bers delivered in their ſeparate opinions in writing; fo far 
as thoſe opinions relate to the Province of Benares they 
are here ſubjoined. | 2 nc 
Mr, Francis's Opinion. | 
„The Zemindary of Benares is to be made dependant 
« as a ffef on the united kingdoms of Bengal Bahar; 
« and the tribute, lately paid by the Rajah to the Vizier, 
„to be paid to this Government | 
The preſent Rajah of Benarey to be confirmed in the 
« Zemindary, which may be perpetuated in his family, 
„ under a fixed annual tribute, and a fixed fine at each fu- 
© ture inveſtiture ; a free trade to be opened between theſe 
«+ provinces and his country.—The Rajah's authority in his 
% own Government to be left free und uncontrouled.” - 
| Mr. Barwells Opinion. e 
„The independency of Gauzepoor on Oude is a great 
< political object, and ought to be inſiſted on; and what- 


& ever may be reſolved reſpecting the revenue paid Lean 


Payire relating to Charge III. Parts 1, 2, and 3. 


«© Rajah of that country, the Engliſh Government ought not | 


<< ro fland in the ſame relation to it as the late Vizier ; becauſe 
the country of Benares and Gaugzepoor is a natural bar- 
„ rier to theſt provinces; and the Rajah ſhould have the 
+4 ſtrongeſt #105 of interg to ſupport our Government, in 
% caſe of any future rupture with the Soubah of Oude. To 
„ make this his intereſt, be muff not be tributary to the 
+ Engliſh Government; for from the inſtant he becomes its 
6 tributary, from that moment we may expect him to fide 


© againſt us; and by taking advantage of the troubles and 


« commotions that may ariſe, attempt to diſburthen him- 
« ſelf of his pecuniary obligations.”  , - 

- | Colonel Monſon's Opinion. 1 
We ſhould require that Cheyt Sing's Zemindary be 
«© annexed to the Subabſhip of Bengal, or Bahar, or to 


4 both.” J 
| | General Clavering's Opinion. | 

as That the 1 * — Gauzepoor _ 
10 held eyt Sing, om , inſtead 
« the — * Oude. 5 EY 

„% The Nabob to relinquiſh to the Company the So- 
« vereignty of Benares and Gauzepoor, to be held, as at 
«« preſent, by Cheyt Sing, en his paying his tribute to the 
« Company. ; 


In order to attach this Rajah to the Company, his 


© tribute ought to be diminiſhed, at leaft three lacks of ru- 


6% 'pees.” | 

2 Governor Generals Opinion. | 

« That the perpetual and independent poſſeſſion of the 
« Zemindary of — and its dependencies, be con- 
« firmed and guaranteed to Rajah Cheyt Sing, and his heirs, 


« for ever, ſubject only to the annual payment of the re- 
« 'yenue hitherto paid to the Vizier, amounting to rupees: 
« 23, 71,656. 12, to be diſpoſed of as expreſſed in the fol- 
« lowing article: that no other demand be made upon him, 
« either by the Nabob of Oude, or this Government, nor 
4 


of authority or juriſdiion exerciſed by either, 
« within the dominions aſſigned him. | i 

« 2d. That an equal partition be made of the revenue 
©« of the Zemin Benares, between the 2 
« and the Nabob of Oude; that is to fay, that the Rajah 
<< ſhall pay monthly to each the ſum of rupees 98,823, 2. 9:3 
„ amounting, on the whole, to rupees 23,7 1, 056. 12, per 
« annum ; that this participation be expreſsly to 
« be intended as a pledge and acknowledgment of the 
« equal relation in which the Rajah and his ſucceffors are 
« hereafter to ſtand to both Governments.” 

The Governor General's obſervations upon his own pro- 


poſitions, are as follow : 


14 Obſrruation 


5 


% 
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A Obſervation on the Firſt Propoſiti. 
„The Rajah of Benares, from the fituation of his Coun- 
© try, which is a frontier both to the provinces of Oude and 
© Bahar, may be made a ſerviceable ally to the Company, 
whenever their affairs ſhall require ity He has always 
been confidered in this light, both by the Company and 
the ſucceſſive Members of the late Council but to in- 

« ſure his attachment to the Company, his inte muſt | 
% be connected with it, which cannot be better effected, 
„than by freeing him totally from the remains of his pre- 
< ſent vaſſalage, under the guarantee and protection of the 
„ Company; and at the fame time guarding him againft 

. « any apprehenſions from this Government, BY THUS PLEDG= 

«© ING ITS FAITH, that no encroachments ſhall euer be made 
. ©. on his rights by the Company. 1 
. Obſervation upon the Second Propeſſtion. | 

<« T propole this article with ſome reluctance, as contrary 
<4 to my idea of the right of the Nabob of Oude, in virtue 
of his agreement originally formed between his father 

and the Company; but it is conformable to the principle 
adopted by the Board on the reſolutions “ palled this 
& morning, and may perhaps be obtained without much 
% oppoſition from the Nabab; at the ſame time that it 
„contributes to fix the independency of the Zemindary of Be- 
„ nares on the moſt permanent foundation. | 

T heſe various written opinions were ordered to lie for 
the conſideration of the Board. . | 

Before it was ſtated what were the final reſolutions of the 
Board upon this important ſubject, it is neceſſary to re- 
mark. that the eſtabliſhing the indeperdency of the Rajah of 

| Benares (whether he was to hold his country under the So- 
vereignty of the Vizier, or the Company, & both) was a 
point in which there was no difference of opinion. It was 
a great political arrangement. A mere glance at the map 
will at once ſhew the wiſdom of ſuch a policy, and how 
much it was for the good of the Company to bind the Ra- 
jah to their intereſts, on conditions that were not to be ak 
tered or varied. is ; 

That all theſe opinions might be duly weighed by every 
Member, the Board did not reſume the conſideration of 
them till the 3d of March. In the intermediate ſpace, the 
Governor General and Council wrote to the Court of Di- 
rectors, on the 24th of February, that as the ſubject then 
under confideration was of great magnitude and import- 
© ance, they had choſen to enter upon it in Council, with 
«© all the Deliberation which it requires.” © The ideas of 

*: the different Members,” {ſay they) „ will appear in the 


I bich relate only to the Viaier. 
1 | WE 2 Ws © conſultations 
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* conſultations referred to in the margin; they are not 
«« given in as concluſive opinions, but as ſentiments ſub- 


6 ject'to be canvaſſed, modified, and corrected, and tend- 
„% ing only ts throw light on the ſubject, before the final de- 
<< termination of the Board; when that determination 
< takes place, you ſhall be duly adviſed.” Yet theſe opi- 
nions, ſo deliberately given, and to which. the attention of 
the Court of Directors is thus particularly drawn, even be- 
fore they became final reſolutions, are interpreted by Mr. 
Haſtings, in his letter, as expreſſions ** wnpremeditately ut- 
'*© tered in the heat of party con tention. And the Board in 
their ſubſequent letter to the Court of the 24th March, fay, 

The ſubjeQ was agitated in Council with every degree of 
attention and circumſtantial diſcuſſion which its conſequence 

„% demanded.” 

On the 42d of March, 1775, as has been before obſerved, 
the Board reſumed the conſideration of the ſeparate Minutes 
delivered in by each Member on the 13th February. And 
among other leading points, relative to the propoſed treaty 
with the young Vizier, the Governor General propoſed the 
following queſtion. Yay 

« Whether it ſhould be made a condition of the new 
« treaty, that Rajah Cheyt Sing ſhould exerciſe a free and 
„ independent authority in his dominions, ſabjeCt only to the 
« payment of his tribute.” 

«© Mr. Francis. Ves. 

% Mr. Barwell. Ves 
Col. Monſon. No, I think not, as I ſee no advantage 
« in it for the Company's intereſt, 7 

„Gen. Clavering. Provided he pays his tribute to the 
« Company, I think it ſhould be rendered independent. 
De Governor General. Yes.” 

Here is a ſolemn reſolution of the Board, with only one 
diſſentient voice, that Rajah Cheyt Sing ſhould exerciſe a 

free and independent authority in his own dominions, ſubjet 
anly to the payment of his tribute, And on the 24th of the 
ſame month, the Board acquainted -the Court of DireQors 
with their having reſolved, That the Rajah of Gauze- 
© poor ſhould be rendered totally independent, and be left to 
*« exerciſe a free authority in his own dominions, ſubject 
«© only to the payment of his tribute.“ | 

The general terms upon which Cheyt Sing was to hold 
his Zemindary,. whether under the Sovereignty of the Vi- 
zier, or the Company, or both, being thus ſettled, the 
255 queſtion propoſed by the Governor General was as 

=p N. 
Whether it ſhould be made an article in the treaty, 
s that, in conſideration of the engagements to be entered 
into by this Government, to guarantee the poſſeſſions of 


9 


* 


122 Papers relating to Uharge III. Parts 1, 2, and 3. 
* the Nabob of Oude, as before reſolved, he ſhall cede and 
«+ make over to the Company the whole, or any part of 
«« the tribute due from the Zemindary of Gauzepoor? ?“ 

And the ſeveral Members of the Board having given their 
inions thereon, it was reſolved, That a demand be 


<r made (of the Vizier) for the tribute of Gau r, but 
4 that it be not conſidered an abſolute and indiſpenſible 
« article in the negociation with. the Nabob. - 

On conſultation the 8th of March, is entered another 
Minute of Mr. Francis upon this bufineſs, in which is the 
following clauſe : | Si 

In agreeing to the propoſed independency of the Rajah 
« of Benares, my meaning was to adhere ſtrictiy to the 
third paragraph of my Minute of the 13th of February. 
The Zemindary may be perpetuated in his family, on 
fred and unalterable conditions. The conditions I propoſ- 
<< ed tend to ſecure us a great accefhion of revenue, with- 
«© out any acceffion of territory, It is highly for his own 

* advantage to be conſidered as a vaſſal of the Sovereign of 
' _< theſe kingdoms, holding a great hereditary fief by a fixed 
« tenure, and acknowledging the Sovereign of Bengal and 
© Bahar to be his Lord Paramount.” __ 

At length the new treaty with the Vizier was finally 
ſettled ; by the fifth article of which the Sovereignty of Be- 
nares, and its dependencies, was ceded in perpetuity to the Com- 

any. oy ' 
; The Sovereignty of Benares being thus transferred to ' the 
Company, the Governor General, on the 12th ] une, 
1775, laid before the- Board the following Minute and Ob- 
ſervations ſor their conſideration, with this preface: | 

The Sovereignty of the Zemindary of Benares, and its 
„ dependencies, having been ceded in perpetuity to the 
„% Honourable Company, by the fifth article of the treaty 
« Jately formed with the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah, it be- 
comes immediately neceſſary to determine in what man- 
ner this right ſhall be exerciſed, and the regular payment 
*« of the revenue due from the Rajah ſecared.” 

„The Governor General then moved, that this ſubject 
« be taken into the conſideration of the Board; and ſub- 
« mits to their correction and approval, the following plan 
« of ſettlement with Rajah Cheyt Sing, to be obſerved un- 
« til the pleaſure of the Company reſpecting it ſhall be 
„ known ; declaring his readineſs to acquieſce in any other 
„ which may be propoſed, on terms by which more effec- 
** tual proviſion may be made for the intereſt of the Com- 
% pany, without au encroachment on the rights of the Rajah, 
«© or the engagements actually ſubſiſting with him.” | 

Before the recital of the Governor General's plan of ſet- 
tlement, it is neceſſary to remark, that though the Sove- 

5 dein 
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reignty of Cheyt Sing's territories was removed into other 
hands, yet his &nown and e/fabliſhed rights in thoſe territories 
had undergone ne change whatever. hey are here acknow- 
ledged to exiſt in as full and compleat a manner as when the 
Vizier was his Sovereign, and the ſubſiſting engagements 
are allowed to remain in full force and virtue. The nature 
of thoſe. juſt rights, and the actual extent of wy engage- 
ments, here ized by the Governor General,. may be 
aſcertained by the ſeveral inſtruments alread 57 fea | to, 
and by the conſtruction put thereon by the Governor Ge- 
neral, in his ſeveral interferences to prevent more being 


taken from the Rajah than the amount of his tribute. 


But to 


in the recital of the Governor General's 


propoſitions, with his obſervations thereon, 


PROPOSITIONS. 
« 1k, t Rajah Cheyt 
“ Sing ſhall pay into the 
„ Treaſury of the Honour- 


© able Company at Patna, 
in equal monthly pay- 


(« 2 the yy revenue 
of 22,48, 449 Sonaut ru- 
ce pees, 2 — the ſum ſet- 


„ tled with the late Nabob 
«© Sujah Dowlah, and con- 
% firmed by an agreement, exe- 
% cuted by the ſame Nabob, in 
te the preſence of the Preſident 
„% the late Council of Fort 
« William, at Benares, under 
date the, 6th September, 


| « 1773. | 


: * dent . 


OBSERVATIONS. 

„There is no Queſtion 
© that the Rajah can well 
„afford to pay his propor- 
© tion of the rents of his 
«© Zemindary ; - which con- 


40 Alls of as rich and well cul- 


« ttvated à territory as any 
« diftriet perhaps of the ſame 
© extent in ladia.— The 
« Company have a clear and 
« indiſpu right to this 
“ ſum, nor is it likely that 
{© he will either conteſt it, or 
© defire any remiſſion of it. 
4 Beſides, the other condi- 
s tions propoſed in this plan 
„ will virtually prove both 
an augmentation of his 
% means, and a diminution 
of his real payments to 
« Government, as will be 


„ ſhewn in the remarks on 


© the laſt article. It is pro- 
<< poſed to receive the pay- 
ment of his rents at Patna, 
<* becauſe that is the neareſt 


_ ,** provincial ſtation, and be- 
% cauſe- it would not fruſ- 


© trate the intentions of ren- 
% dering the Rajah i 
If a Reſident was 
*< appointed, to receive the 
money a3 it became due at 

« Benares, 


: 


e 
* 


PROPOSITIONS. 


f C6 
1 


% 2d. That the Rajah 
“ ſhall be empowered to ex- 


& erciſe a complete and un- 


66 
6c 
cc 
66 
«6 
«6 
«6 
«6 
«6 


controuled authority over 
his Zemindary, under the 
acknowledged Sovereign- 
ty of the Company; in 
the Government of the 
country dependant on 
him; in the collection of 
the revenues; and in the 
adminiſtration of juſtice,” 
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OBSERVATIONS. 
„% Benares, ſuch a Reſident 
«+ would unavoidably acquire 
„ an influence over the Ra- 
jah, and over his country, 
« which would in effect re- 
„ der him the Maſter of 
„ both, This conſequence 
„ might not perhaps be 
brought completely to paſs 
« without a ſtruggle, and 
many appeals to the Coun- 
cil, which, in a Govern- 
ment conſtituted like this, 
cannot fail to terminate 
againſt the Rajab ; and, 
by the conſtruction to 
which his oppoſiton to the 
Agent would be liable, 
might eventually draw on 
him ſevere reſtriftions, 
and end in reducing him 
to the mean and depraved 
ſtate of a mere Zemindar. 
„% 2d. The advantage 
which the Rajah will re- 
ceive from theſe conceſ- 
fions, excluſive of the gra- 
tification which his pride 
„% would obtain from the poſ- 


** ſeffion of a flate of power 


cc 
« 
«Cc 
cc 

46 
66 
cc 
cc 

40 

« 
cc 


„„ and dignity, unknown to 


&« any of his anceflors, and the 
« ſecurity of his perſon and 
6 poſleffions, from the Com- 
„ pany's protection, may be 
rated equal to many lacks 
„of rupees ; which, though 
ſaved to him, are no loſs 
to the Government on 
which he depends; being 
all articles of inviſible ex- 
pence in fees to the Mini- 
ſters and Officers of the 

Nabob; in the charges of 


4, à double eſtabliſhment of 


Vackeels to both Govern- 
ments; in preſents and 
charges of the accommo- 

dation 
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PROPOSITIONS. 


075 + . 


% 3d. That ſunnuds be 
„granted to the Rajah, 
« eſpecially conferring upon 
„% him the power of ap- 
© pointing Officers to 
charge of the Catwally, 
« and the Mint of 2 


« exerciſed in the 


OBSERVATIONS, 
dation to the Nabob, dur - 
«6 


ing his reſidence at any 
„ place within the bounda« 
« ries of his Zemindary ; in 
« the frauds, - embezzle« 
% ments, and o ons 
int, and 
« Cutwally, beſides the al- 
0 lowed profits of thoſe Of- 
„ ficers ; and the advantages 
* which every man in o- 
* cafional power, or in the 
credit of it, might make 
« of the Rajah's known 
« weakneſs, and the dread 
< he ſtood in, both of the 
« diſpleaſure of the Nabob, 
© and the ill-will of indivi- 
% duals among the Engliſh, 
© who were all conſidered, 


either in their preſent ſta- 


© tions or connections, or 
the right of ſucceſſion, as 
© members of the State of 
& Bengal. It would be ſcarce 
% poſſible to enumerate all 
„ the inconveniencies to 
„ which the Rajah was li- 
« able in bis former ſituation; 
© or to eſtimate the preciſe 
effect which they produ- 
e ced on his revenue, and 
« on the groſs amount of his 
„ expences; but it may be 
oy y conceived, that borh 
c were enormous, and of a 
© nature the moſt likely to 
& lefſen the profits ef Go- 
ce vernment, inſtead of ad- 
ding to them.“ 5 
© 3d. Theſe offices have 

4 been confidered as marks of 
% ſovereignty ; at leaſt this 
© has ſerved for the pretext 
&« to with-hold them from 
„the Rajah, to whom they 
have been a heavy griev- 

1 a _ 66 ances 


PROPOSIHTIONS. 

ce the latter to be ſubject to 
e ſueh orders and regula- 
« tions as the Governot 
* General and Council ſhall 
nat any time think it pro- 
as per to decree.” | 
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OBSERVATIONS, 
«© ance, The SP e- 
«« ſpecially, which being held 
« in farm, and; exerciſed 
„under the authority of a 
« Prince, who had no inte- 
„ tereſt in the welfare or 
« caſe of the people, has 
„always been repreſented, 


„nas in its obvious ten 


1 it could ſcarce fail to prove, 
* a ſource of the worſt cor- 
+ ruption and oppreſſion, 
„from which there was no 
8 If there be any 
weight in the plea for re- 


* ferring theſe prerogatives 


to the Company, the 
„grant of them to the Ra- 


Jah himſelf, by ſpecial 


*. ſunnuds, will be a ſuffi- 
*« cient expreſſion of their 
** ſovereignty ; although the 
*« ſolemn renunciation of it, 
© already made by the Na- 
* bob of Oude, is the beſt 
and moſt valid charter un- 


der which it can be claim- 
ed; and while they have 


three brigades, and a full 
«** treaſury to aſſert it, there 
is no fear that their rights 


to it will be oppoſed by 


“ reaſonings drawn from 
implied ſymbols of domi- 
„ nion. Some regulations 


** will be immediately neceſ- 
* ſary for the Mint, and 
others may occaſionally 
become ſo. No alteration 
* ſhould be made in the 
<< weightor alloy of the coin 
« to' debaſed, and 

< Rajah himſelf hold 

ght to the Mint, on 


66 ri 
condition of bis faithful 


| PROPOSITIONS, 
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OBSERVATIONS. ! 


4 dates, and paſs under the 


„ denomination of Sonauts, 


* or Gawker Shakees. It is 


<< in theſe ſpecies that the 
<< rents are payable to Go- 


c yernment ; and while th 


« continue of equal an 
* prog qualities, they ma 
be introduced into — 
lation in the province of 
Bahar, without loſs to the 


Company, and with an 


„ 4th. That in return 
*« for theſe conceffions, and 
« for the performance of his 
duty as a vaffal to the 
« Company, the Rajah ſhall 
« ef to maintain in 
© at all times for immediate 
« fervice, a body of 2,000 
©. horſe, on ſuch a fixed 
«eftabliſhment as ſhall be 
% preſcribed by the Gover- 
0 nor General and Council; 
„ and, that whenever the 
«© "ſervice of this corps ſhall 
be required by the Gover- 
*.nor General and * 


* advan — the collec- 
tions. But the greateſt 
care ought therefore to be 
taken, that the rupees be 
< not debafed; for if they 
* are, will occafion a 
ki double loſs on the Com- 
n the immediate 
= — on them in the 
„ treaſury, and by a falſe 
* currency introduced into 
** the revenue. ROOM 
J rather propoſe this 
MN cada — recom- 
* mend it; ſuch a body of 
© well-diſciplined and well- 
*© appointed cavalry will give 
* credit to the Rajah, and 
may prove ſerviceable to 
* this Government, though 


© the occaſions will rarel 


happen in which we ſh 

« want it; the additional 
pay will make them our 
„ own when we do want 
„them, and will be no great 


« expence,” . 


66 The 


| 
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PROPOSITIONS. 
* cil, it ſhall be conſigned 
to the command of ſuch 
* Officer or Officers as they 
% ſhall appoint, and be al- 
* lowed from the Company 
an additional pay or gra- 
ä tuity of fifteen rupees per 


* month, for each private 
% man, and in proportion 


* for. the Officers of the 
„ ſaid' „during the 
« time of ſuch ſervice.” | 


wb. That while the 


** Rajab ſhall continue faith - 
% ful to theſe engagements, 
*© and punual in his pay- 


. © ments, and ſhall pay due 


** obedience to the authority 
* of this Government, 10 
„ more demands ſhall be made 
„ upon him by the Honourable 
% Compeny, OF ANY KIND, 
der en any pretence tubatſo- 
«« ever {hall any perſon. be 
«© allowed to interfere with 
His authority, or difturb the 
% Peace of bis country.” 


OBSERVATIONS. 


\ 


© The voluntary reſtraint 
% laid by Government on 
« 1ts own actions will afford 
„ the Rajah the greateff con- 
% fidence, and naturally in- 
„ ſpire him with ſentiments 
{© of fidelity and attachment; 
* both from the principles 
© of gratitude and ſelf- inte- 


„ reſt, Without ſome ſuch 


« appearance, he will ex- 
* with every change 
he - 6 
« demands to be made u 

% him; and will, of courſe, 
« deſcend to all the arts of 


40 intrigue and concealment 


« practiſed by other depen- 
& dent Rajahs, 'which will 
<« keep him 22, and weak, 
« and eventu 2 prove. hurt - 
« ful to the Company. By 
«© proper encouragement and 
« protection, he may prove 
% profitable dependent, a 
% uſeful barrier, and even 4 
« powerful ally to the Com- 
„ pany; but he will be nei- 
&« ther, if the conditions of 
« his connection with the Com- 


. «6 pany are left open io x u- 


« TURE VARIATIONS.” 


* The foregoing minute was ordered ta be circulated t6 the 
0 


Members 
and deliberation. 


the Board, for their more attentive peruſal 
TY . 
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On the 5th July, the Board re-confidered the Governor 
General's minute and plan propoſed for a ſettlement with 
Rajah Cheyt Sing. he 1ſt, ad, and zd articles were, 
with ſome alterations, agreed to. 

Upon the 4th article being read, ſeveral opinions were 
delivered in, of which the following are extracts : 

Mr. Francis.—** I object to our compelling the Rajah to 
« keep up an extraordinary force for our ſervice, conſider- 
« ing it in effect as an encreaſe of the tribute; which is 
« contrary to the principles which have guided my judg- 
« ment from the firſt outſet of this negociation.“ | 
Mr. Bartoell.— I am of opinion, that the Rajah 
«+ ſhould keep up ſuch a body of forces; but entertain the 
« ſame ſentiments with Mr. Francis, reſpecting its being 
« an enhancement of his tribute, and of any degree of com- 
* pulfion to induce him to do it,” | 

Colonel Monſon, —** I am of opinion the Company 
© ſhould receive the Rajah's aſſiſtance on the ſame terms 
© he gave it to the Vitier, or the preſent Nabob.“ | 

General Clavering.— I would not compel the Rajah to 
“ keep up any troops, but I would recommend it to him to 
90 — the number which the Governor General has 
- o 1 . ' 4 - 

. General. — It was far from my intention to 

ropoſe this or any other article to be impoſed on the Ra- 
% jah by coMpULsSIoN, I only propoſed it as an article of 
+« ſpeculation.” 

« Upon which the Board reſolved, That it be recom- 
* mended to Rajah Cheyt Sing to keep up a body of 2,009 
© cayalry, to be diſciplined after the European manner, 
but that there be no obligation on him to do it.“ 5 

There was ſuch a perfect unanimity in the Board reſpect- 
ing the 5th article of the Governor General's propoſitions, 
that all which is recorded reſpecting it is in theſe few words: 

* 3 the 5th article; approved the propoſition in this 

e.. a 0 
4 But as this article is the moſt materia] of the whole, a 
ready excuſe will be made ſor repeating it in this place. 

% Reſolved; That while the Rajah ſhall continue faith- 
ful to theſe engagements, and punRual in his payments, 
„ and ſhall pay due obedience to the authority of this 
© Government, no more demands ſhall be made upon him, by 
** the Honourable Company, of ANY KIND ; or on any pre- 
e tence whatſoever ſhall any perſon be allowed to interfere 
© with his authority, or to diſturb the peace of his country.” 

Such were, in general, the terms on which Rajah Cheyt 
Sing was to hold his Zemindary, and by a faithful ad- 
herence to which, on his part, the Company were bound 
to abide by them on theirs. | 
I © K Some 
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Some ſubſequent arrangements were made for aſcertain- 
ing the exact amount of his tribute, which was finally ſer- 
tled at Sicca rupees 22,66,180, and the royalties of the 
Mint, of the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and of the Police, 
were afterwards ſettled upon him. 1 

But Mr. Haſtings is by no means willing to conſent, that, 
in the examination of the rights and privileges which were 
poſſeſſed by the Rajah, any reference ſhould be made to 
the inftruments which paſſed between him and Sujah 
Dowlah in 1770, and thoſe of 1773, between the Rajah, 
the Vizier, and the Company, previous to the Sovereignty 
of Benares being transferred to the latter; or to the opi- 
nions of the ſeveral Members, and the reſolutions of the 
Board in conſequence, which was taken ſubſequent to ſuch 
transfer; or to the ſolemn declarations which were made 
to the Rajah on his inveſtiture. He wiſhes theſe to be bu- 
ried in oblivion, and only deſires to e to the deeds 
which paſſed in conſequence of thoſe refolutions, and has 
accordingly pointed out the gth and following pages of his 
narrative, printed in Calcutta, in which reference is made 
to the ſunnud, the pottah, and the cabooleat, dated the 
15th April, 1776. | 

But beſies we proceed to ſpeak of theſe deeds, every 
one would naturally ſuppoſe that they contained the fab- 
ſtance of the Board's reſolutions, which were to ſerve as 
inſtructions to thoſe employed in preparing the deeds; 
otherwiſe the deliberations of the Board were a mere folemn 
mockery ; or the ſunnuds might as well have been made 
out immediately on the treaty being concluded with Aſoph 
ul Dawlah, and the terms of theſe ſunnuds left for fature 
_ diſcuſſion. ; 

That it was at one time the intention of the Board to 
make the ſunnuds accord with their own reſolutions, as 
they ought to, have done, a evidently from the follow- 
ing minute of Council, 26th February, 1776. 

« Ordered, That the Secretary do prepare a draft of ſe- 
1 parate ſunnuds for the Zemindary and Cutwalla of Be- 
? narcs and Jaunpore, alſo of the Mint of Benares, in 
« the uſual form, expreſſing the conditions. already reſolved on, 
& 7n the ſeveral procetdings of this Board.” On the fame 
day a letter was written to the Reſident, wherein, after 
mentioning the terms of the remittance of the Rajah's 
tribute to Calcutta, they inform him“ that they have or- 
% dered proper ſunnuds to be prepared, ſpecifying the 
© above, as tuell as the ſeveral other conditions which have 
already been agreed to, and ſhall forward it to you to be 
„delivered to the Rajah.” And in their letter to the 
Court of Directors in the Secret Department of the 20th 
of the following month, they again explain the terms — 


09 


w 
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tc the remittance, and ſay, ** that a ſunnud for his (Cheyt 
„ Sing's) Zemindary ſhall be furniſhed him on the 
© the conditions befare agreed on.” | 

It is therefore plain, not only from the reaſon of the 
thing, but from the Board's own ſenſe of the matter, that 
the written deeds ought to have contained the preciſe 
terms on which it was agreed that Cheyt Sing ſhould hold 
his Zemindary ; and the reſolutions of the Board, and 
the ſunnud, ſhould have been, as nearly as poſſible, coun- 
ter-parts of each other. | 2 55 

Indeed it is confeſſed, by one of the Members of the 
Board (Mr. Francis) that ** the terms which were origi- 
„ nally agreed to give the Rajah, and which he conſented to, 
4 a made the fundamental tenure by which he held his 
66 emindary. 

Why, therefore, the deeds were not made conformable 

to the reſolutions; why they even fell ſhort of the ſunnuds 
granted, to the Rajah by the Vizier, to which the Com- 
pany was the guarantee, notwithſtanding the avowed po- 
licy of the Bengal Government, to render him more inde- 
pendent than he was before, is difficult to conceive. 
As the Governor General's narrative has been long ſince 
in the hands of the public, where the ſunnuds, &c. by 
which Cheyt ae Fang his Zemindary, are ſaid to be con- 
tained, it is neceſſary, in this place, to compare them with 
thoſe held by the Rajah under the Vizier. | 

It has already been ſeen, that Mr. Haſtings was the 
guarantee of the former ſunnuds; and that upon the 
Sovereignty of Benares being transferred to the Company, 
it was clearly underſtood, that in the future plan of ſettle» 
ment with the Rajah, no encroachment was to be made 
7 his juft rights, or the engagements actually ſubſiſting with 

m. 

In the coulnama given by Sujah Dowlah, in 1773, are 
the following words: No encreaſe ſhall ever after be de- 
% manded.” In the ſunnud given by the Company, in 
1776, theſe words are omitted. 

n the Pottah of 1773, is the following ſentence : “ By 
© the favour of God, there ſhall never be any deviation in 
40 this agreement.” In that of 1776, this ſentence is omitted. 
And the Governor General's letter to Cheyt Sing, in 
1773, concludes thus: In the agreements before men- 
« tioned, there ſhall never be any breach or deviation.” 
Whether there were any variations in the Cabooleat, can- 
not be aſcertained, for if, in 1773. Cheyt Sing executed 
ſuch an inſtrument, it is not entered on the records. 

Having pointed out theſe variations, it is neceſſary to 
anſwer an objection, that, to the uninformed, feems na- 
turally to ariſe out of the 1 viz, That though the 

| 2 ſpirit 
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ſpirit of the ſeveral reſolutions of the Board is not incorpo- 
rated with the actual deeds, as it ought to have been; 
yet, as Cheyt Sing was ignorant of thoſe reſolutions, he 
was bound by the terms of the ſunnuds, after he had ac- 
cepted them, notwithſtanding their deviation from the ge- 
nuine intent and meaning of the Council, as expreſſed in 
| thoſe reſolutions, | | 

They who ſuppoſe that theſe reſolutions were confined 
to the narrow limits of the Council Chamber; and that 
the remained locked up in the filent repoſitories of the 
other records, are much miſtaken, Cheyt Sing was fully 
acquainted with them, And by whom ? By the Governor 
General and Council themſelves. For in their inſtructions 
to the Reſident (Mr. Fowke) at the Rajah's Court, which 
were dated the 24th Auguſt, 1775; not much above a 
month after the reſolutions paſſed, are the following 
words, viz. | | 

It will be proper to aſſure the Rajah, that we do not 
« mean to encreaſe his tribute, but to require from him the 
« exact ſum. | .j 

„That under the acknowledged Sovereignty of the 
„Company, we are determined to leave him the free and 
* uncontrouled management of the internal Government of his 
* country, and the collection and regulation of the reve- . 
« nues, ſ long as he adheres to the terms of his engagements; 
& and will never demand any augmentation of the annual 
& tribute which may be fixed. BY 
As we deem it very eſſential that the Rajah, for the 
« protection of his Zemindary, ſhould maintain a body 
6 of regular troops, we would ſtrongly recommend to him 
« the keeping in conſtant pay, and ready at all times for 
« ſervice, 2,000 horſe, diſciplined and clothed after the 
„European manner. Wie cannot authorize you to int: 
« upon this article. However, as it appears ſo obvious for 
« his own intereſt, we doubt not but he will readily agree 
«to it; and it muſt be left to his option to keep up, or 
4 reduce his preſent military eſtabliſhment in conſequence : 
and as an inducement we will agree, whenever we may 
„find occafion to call for the aſſiſtance of this corps, or 
«© any, part of it, we will pay a gratuity of 15 rupees per 
*« month for each private man, and in proportion for the 
os Herm, during the time that they may be in our employ.” 

ut the Board were not ſatisfied with inſtructing their 

Refident to make the before - going repreſentation ; they 
reſolved that a letter ſhould be written by the Governor 
General himſelf, to Rajah Cheyt Sing, to be delivered to 
Mr. Fowke, the Reſident, with his credentials, | 


The 
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The following is extracted from it. 

„The Board being willing to continue the grant of 
« the Zemindary to you, in as full and ample a manner as 
« you poſſeſſed it from the former Sovereigns, and upon the 
& (ame terms, on your paying the annual tribute, &c.” 

; his letter alſo mentions, that ſunnuds for the grant of 

the Mint and Cutwally would be hereafter tranſmitted ; 
and concludes, ** the other ſources from which the Nabob 
„% of Oude drew a revenue, will alſo be granted you, that 
© you may poſſeſs an uncontrouled and free authority in the 
« regulation and government of your own Zemindary.” 

It will plainly be ſeen, that theſe letters were written in 
the very ſpirit of the reſolutions of the Board. Indeed, 
thoſe reſolutions were afterwards conſidered by Mr. Fran- 
cis (conſultation 28th of September, 1778) as the vo- 
« Juntary and fundamental engagements of the Government it- 
« ſelf. This Board was already bound to the Rajah by 
« certain acts of their own.” But with regard to the ori- 

inal inſtruments which paſſed between the Rajah and the 
Comin, it is impoſſible to ſay whether they did, or did 
not, accord with thoſe reſolutions, 8 

The deeds which Mr. Haſtings has produced in his 
narrative, are dated the 15th of April, 1776, and made 
out in conſequence of the Sovereignty of the Mint and 
Cutwally being veſted in the Rajah ; whereas the original 
ones for the Zemindary were ſigned by the Board on the 
4th of September, 1775, as appears by the following mi- 
nute of Council on that day, made in conſequence of an 
information from the Secretary, that he had prepared the 
ſunnuds for Rajah Cheyt Sing. 

« Apreed, That the ſunnuds, pottah, and coulnama, 
«© be now ſigned and tranſmitted to Mr. Francis Fowke.“ 
—And on the 20th of November following, the Court 
of Directors were acquainted, ** that Rajah Cheyt Sing 
had been inveſted with the ſunnuds for his Zemindary, and 
« « Kellaut in all proper forms.” 

Mr. Haſtings has complained to the Court, that at the 

int of the ſettlement their detail ſtops. The detail was 
neceſſarily ſtopped here; for the ſunnuds, &c. which 


ed upon the inveſtiture, are not entered upon the Com- - 


ny's records. And it is fair to ſuppoſe, that theſe in- 
| acc Hetoes agreed exactly with thoſe which Cheyt Sing 
received from the Vizier in 1773; for in his letter to the 
Governor General, entered on the Perſian correſpondence 
of the 1ſt October, 1775, he himſelf points out, that the 
Kellaut, with which he was to be preſented on his new 


inveſtiture, it not of the = kind as that which he received 
e 


rom the late Vizier on the like occaſion ; and in conſequence 
thereof, the Board, in their letter to the Reſident, of th, 
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 T1th of October, * deſire him to make enquiry reſpecting 
the nature of that Kellaut, and inveſt him Dt of the 


& ſame fob on the part of this Government, inſtead of that 
& which they former vc x rag to him.” . 
The impoſſibility of the Court's referring to the ori- 
ginal deeds which paſſed at the ſettlement of the Zemindary 
on Rajah Cheyt Sing being clearly ſhewn, as well as the 
probability that thoſe deeds were ſimilar to what he receiv- 
ed from the Vizier; we ſhall proceed to obſerve on the 
new ſunnuds, which were paſſed ſeveral months after the 
ſettlement and inveſtiture in 1775. * 

On the 15th of April, 1776, the Secretary informed 
the Council, that having prepared the ſunnuds and pot- 
„ tah for Rajah Cheyt Sing's Zemindary, he begs leave 
4 to lay them before the Board, with copy of an obliga- 
ec tion to be executed by him for the remittance of his tri- 
© bute; the Board then figned the former, and ordered 
all three to be tranſmitted to the Rajah.—Theſe inſtru- 
ments Mr. Haſtings has annexed to his narrative, and has 
referred to them in his letter. | EE 
But one material piece of information reſpecting them, 
Mr. Haſtings has thought proper to withhold ; viz. That 
the Rajah declined the acceptance of the ſunnud and pottah, and 
abjected to the executiou of the cabooleat. | 

The Refident ſtates to the Board the Rajah's objection 
to them, in his letter of the 15th of July, one of the 
principal of which was to the clauſe of the ſunnud and 
| - by which the former ſunnuds are declared to be 
null. ; 

The Rajah was ſenſible of his rights, and aſſerted them. 
The Board were not at this time diſpoſed to infringe thoſe 
rights; having, according to the Governor General's ex- 
preſſion, © A full treaſury ;”” but immediately (29th July) 
ordered the Secretary to prepare a new ſunnud and pot- 
tah, omitting the ſentence . the former ſunnuds to be 
null. Theſe deeds were delivered to the Rajah, and the 
others, which he objected to, as well as thoſe originally 
delivered to him, were received back and returned to the 
preſidency, | 

Notwithſtanding the before-mentioned tranſaftion, the 
Governor General has printed the ſunnud of 15th April, 
without the alteration ; and the words, ** all former ſunnuds 
* to become null and void. are ſuffered to remain in the 
inſtrument, which the Governor General has referred to 
as the actual agreement. N 

With regard to the cabooleat, on which Mr. Haſtings 
has laid ſo much ſtreſs, it was not poſſible for the Court of 
Directors to gain any information from that, for it is no 
where entered upon the Company's records; and the Go- 

; vernor 
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vernor General's narrative is the only place in which it is 
to be found. | 

As it clearly appears that there were three ſets of grants 
executed, though only one ſeems to have been neceſſary, 
and one only actually ſubfiſting, it is proper here to re- 
capitulate the various circumſtances of « theſe tranſactions. 
On the 24th Auguſt, 1775, the Board ordered the neceſ- 
ſary ſunnuds to be prepared for Cheyt Sing's Zemindary. 
On the 4th September they were ſigned, though they are 
not entered on the Company's records. On the 24th of 
October, the Rajah was inveſted with theſe ſunnuds by the 
Reſident, Mr. Fowke. And on the 20th of November 
the Court of Directors were acquainted, ** That Rajah 
„ Cheyt Sing had been invefled with the ſunnuds for his Ze- 
„ mindary, and a Kellaut, in all the proper forms.” After 
the inveſtiture it was reſolved, that the Sovereignty of the 
Mint. and Cutwally [adminiftration of Juſtice. ] ſhould be 
veſted in the Rajah. On the 22d of January, 1776, the 
Rajah requeſted of the Board, through the Reſident at his 
Court, that he might be furniſhed with ſunnuds, under 
their ſignature, for thoſe offices. On the goth of Decem- 
ber, the preciſe amount of the Rajah's tribute was ſettled at 
rupees 22,66, 180, with which the Board expected his ac- 
quieſcence in conſequence of the Mint and Cutwally being 

led on him, and for the very great advantages he 
4% will derive by being thus ſecured in the free and inde- 
« pendent Government of his country.” On the 26th of 
February, the Refident expreſſed to the Board the Rajah's 
conſent to the amount of the tribute as laſt ſettled. On 
which day the Board ordered the Secretary to _ a 
« draught of ſeparate ſunnuds for the Zemindary and Cut- 
„ wally;” alſo of the Mint, in the uſual form, ex- 
60 2 the conditions already reſolved on in the ſeveral pro- 
c ceedings of the Board.” On the 15th of April the Board 
ſigned one ſunnud and a pottah (not „ ſunnuds) in 
which ſunnud the Zemindary, the Cutwally, and the 
Mint, are included. A tranſlation of the ſunnud and pot- 
tah is entered upon the records, but not of the coulnama. 
The Rajah objected to the ſunnud, on account of the 
clauſe, declaring all former ſunnuds to be null and void. 
The Board on the 29th July ordered new inſtruments to 
be made out (which are likewiſe not entered upon the re- 
cords) omitting thoſe words. Theſe inſtruments were 
tranſmitted to the Rajah, and delivercd to him by the Re- 
fident, Mr. Fowke, who received back the former ſun- 
nuds, and returned thoſe of September, 1775, and April 
1 176, to the Preſidency. | 
t it is not from the letter of the deeds of April, 


printed by the Governor Gene1al, ſuppoſing they had not 
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' Tith of October, deſire him to make enquiry reſpecting 
the nature of that Kellaut, and inve/? him with one of the 
« ſame N on the part of this Government, inſtead of that 
c which they former = 6 rey to him. | 
The impoſſibility of the Court's referring to the ori- 
ginal deeds which paſſed at the ſettlement of the Zemindary 
on Rajah Cheyt Sing being clearly ſhewn, as well as the 
probability that thoſe deeds were fimilar to what he receiv- 
ed from the Vizier; we ſhall proceed to obſerve on the 
new ſunnuds, which were paſſed ſeveral months after the 
ſettlement and inveſtiture in 1775. 
On the 15th of April, 1776, the Secretary informed 
the Council, that having prepared the ſunnuds and pot- 


©. tah for Rajah Cheyt Sing's Zemindary, he begs leave 


4 to lay them before the Board, with copy of an obliga- 
© tion to be executed by him for the remittance of his tri- 
«© bute;” the Board then figned the former, and ordered 
all three to be tranſmitted to the Rajah.—Theſe inſtru- 
merits Mr. Haſtings has annexed to his narrative, and has 
referred to them in his letter. | | 

But one material piece of information reſpecting them, 
Mr. Haſtings has thought proper to withhold ; viz. That 
the Rajah declined the acceptance of the ſunnud and pottah, and 
abjected to the executiou of the cabooleat. 

The Refident ſtates to the Board the Rajah's objections 
to them, in his letter of the 19th of July, one of the 
principal of which was to the clauſe of the ſunnud and 
— by which - the former ſunnuds are declared to be 
null. | 
The Rajah was ſenſible of his rights, and aſſerted them. 
The Board were not at this time diſpoſed to infringe thoſe 


preſſion, . full treaſury; but immediately (29th July) 


Tights ; Aj according to the Governor General's ex- 


ordered the Secretary to prepare a new ſunnud and pot- 
tah, omitting the ſentence Gang the former ſunnuds to be 
null. Theſe deeds were delivered to the Rajah, and the 
others, which he objected to, as well as thoſe originally 
delivered to him, were received back and returned to the 
preſidency. | ; 

Notwithſtanding the before-mentioned tranſaction, the 
Governor General has printed the ſunnud of 15th April, 
without the alteration ; and the words, all former ſunnuds 
* to become null and void,” are ſuffered to remain in the 
inſtrument, which the Governor General has referred to 
as the actual agreement. | 3 

With regard to the cabooleat, on which Mr. Haſtings 
has laid ſo much ſtreſs, it was not poſſible for the Court of 
Directors to gain any information from that, for it is no 
where entered upon the Company's records; and the Go- 
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vernor General's narrative is the only place in which it is 
to be found. 
As it clearly appears that there were three ſets of grants 
executed, though only one ſeems to have been neceſſary, 
and one only actually ſubfiſting, it is proper here to re- 
capitulate the various circumſtances of theſe tranſactions. 
On the 24th Auguſt, 1775, the Board ordered the neceſ- 
ſary ſunnuds to be prepared for Cheyt Sing's Zemindary. 
On the 4th September they were ſigned, though they are 
not entered on the Company's records. On the 24th of 
October, the Rajah was inveſted with theſe ſunnuds by the 
Reſident, Mr. Fowke. And on the 20th of November 
the Court of Directors were acquainted, ** That Rajah 
„ Cheyt Sing had been invefled with the ſunnuds for his Ze- 
„ mindary, and a Kellaut, in all the proper forms.” After 
the inveſtiture it was reſolved, that the Sovereignty of the 
Mint and Cutwally [adminiftration of juſtice. ] ſhould be 
veſted in the Rajah. On the 22d of January, 1776, the 
Rajah requeſted of the Board, through the Reſident at his 
Court, that he might be furniſhed with ſunnuds, under 
their ſignature, for thoſe offices. On the goth of Decem- | 
ber, the preciſe amount of the Rajah's tribute was ſettled at 
rupees 22,66, 180, with which the Board expected his ac- 
— in conſequence of the Mint and Cutwally being 
led on him, and for the very great advantages he 
« will derive by being thus ſecured in the free and inde- 
& pendent Government of his country.” On the 26th of 
February, the Reſident expreſſed to the Board the Rajab's 
conſent to the amount of the tribute as laſt ſettled. On 
which day the Board ordered the Secretary to prepare a 
% draught of ſeparate ſunnuds for the Zemindary and Cut- 
1% wally;z”” alſo of the Mint, in the uſual form, ex- 
« preſſing the conditions already reſolved on in the ſeveral pro - 
© ceedings of the Board.” On the 15th of April the Board 
ſigned one ſunnud and a pottah (not — ſunnuds) in 
which ſunnud the Zemindary, the Cutwally, and the 
Mint, are included. A tranſlation of the ſunnud and pot- 
tah is entered upon the records, but not of the coulnama. 
The Rajah objected to the ſunnud, on account of the 
clauſe, declaring all former ſunnuds to be null and void. 
The Board on the 29th July ordered new inſtruments to 
be made out (which are likewiſe not entered upon the re- 
cords) omitting thoſe words. Theſe inſtruments were 
tranſmitted to the Rajah, and delivered to him by the Re- 
fident, Mr. Fowke, who received back the former ſun- 
nuds, and returned thoſe of September, 1775, and April 
| 1720s to the Preſidency, | : 
ut it is not from the letter of the deeds of April, 
printed by the Governor 1 ſuppoſing they had ans 
| R %: 
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been rejected by the Rajah, that a judgment on this im- 
rtant matter is to be formed. The ſpirit of them is to 
be attended to; with a due regard ta all the relative cir- 
cumflances of the caſe ;-—to the minutes and reſolutions of the 
Board ;—to the declarations which were made to the Rajah in 
conſequence of thoſe een ey ;—and to the great political ob- 
Jef of eftabliſhing a barrier for the ſecurity of the provinces 
in caſe of — rupture with the Vizier. In 1773, the 
Governor General was ſenſible that the ſpirit and intention 
of a treaty ought to be adhered to when he gave ſo liberal 
a conſtruction, in the Rajah's favour, of the treaty which 
had been made between his father and the late Vizier, and 
in his ſeveral interferences, to prevent more being exacted 
from the Rajah, than the amount of the tribute. 
Having thus ſhewn the relation in which Cheyt Sing 
ſtood to the Vizier, who ſettled on him and his heirs for 
ever the Zemindary of Benares, an certain fixed conditions; 
and likewiſe the guarantee of the Engliſh, that thoſe con- 
ditions ſhould be adhered to on both fides ; the ſubſequent 
agreement (acknowledging the former to be in full force) 
which was made with him upon the Sovereignty of the 
province being veſted in the — and the ſolemn 
_—_— which were given to the Rajah, by the Supreme 
wouncil, in explanation o that agreement; it is preſumed 
every unprejudiced perſon muſt be of opinion, that the 
Court of Directors were warranted in reſolving, ** That 
„ Rajah Cheyt Sing was confirmed by the Governor Ge- 
4 neral and Council of Bengal, in the management of the 
4 ſaid Zemindary, (ſubject to the Sovereignty of the Com- 
« pany) on his paying a certain tribute to the Company, 
< which was ſettled at rupees 22, 66, 180; and that the 
« Bengal Government pledged itſelf, that the free and 
& yncontrouled poſſeſſion of the Zemindary of Benares, 
and its dependencies, ſhould be confirmed and guaran- 
6 teed to the Rajah and his heirs for ever, ſubje& to ſuch 
« tribute ; and that no other demand ſhall be made upon 
“ him, nor any kind of authority or juriſdiction exerciſed 
„ within the dominions aſſigned him, ſo long as he ad- 
* hered to the terms of his engagements.” | 
The grounds of the preceding reſolution of the Court of 
Directors having been thus eſtabliſhed, and it having been 
roved, that the conditions upon which Rajah Cheyt Sing 
held his Zemindary were fixed and unalterable; it is ne- 
ceſſary in the next place to ſhew what was the conduct of 
the Governor General and Council to the Rajah, previous 
to Mr. Haſtings' laſt viſit to Benares, in 1781. 
On the qth of July, 1778, the Board reſolved, ** That 
% Rajah Chev! ing be required, in form to corttribute 
e his ſhare of the burthen of the preſent war (with F nes) 
| EIT 8 « by 
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et by the eſtabliſhment of three regular battalions of ſepoys, 
* to be raiſed and maintained at his expence,” 

Notwithſtanding this was, both in the letter and ſpirit 
of the former reſolutions of the council, æ direct Breach of 
the agreement, yet the Rajab quietly ſubmitted himſelf, 
and authorized his vackeel to declare his acquieſcence, for 
one year only, in the requiſition of a ſubſidy, equal to the 
expence of three battalions of Sepoys. This ſubfidy was 
accordingly fixed by the Board at five Lacks of rupees ; 
and the Governor General expreſſed himſelf pleaſed with 
the Rajah's ready compliance, in a letter to him under 
date of the 15th Auguſt; and on the 17th the Governor 
General and Council informed the Court of Directors, 
that the Rajah had agreed to pay this ſubſidy for one year. 
But on the Rajah's pleading his inability to pay the whole 
ſam at once, ſo little ceremony was uſed with him on the 
occaſion, and ſo much were all former agreements forgot- 
ten, that, on the 28th September, directions were given to 
the Reſident, Mr. Graham, “ to wait on the Rajah forth- 
«« with, and demand of him, in perſon, and by writing, 
«+ the payment of the full ſum of five lacks of Muchildar 
„ rupees, the ſum at which the ſubſidy is fixed, in ſpecie, 
to that amount, to be made to you within five days of 
* ſuch demand; and declare to him, in the name of this 
© Government, that his evading or neglecting to accompliſh 
the payment thereof, within that ſpace of time, ſhall be 
* deemed equivalent to an abſolute refuſal; and in caſe 
of his non-compliance with your demand, we peremp- 
« torily enjoin you to refrain from all further intercourſe 
« with him.” 

The Rajah* compleated this payment by the 1oth of 
October. | 
It muſt be remarked in this place, that though this 
extra demand was contrary to the exiſting engagements, 
yet as the Rajah conſented to the payment thereof, for one 
year only, it was, in a meaſure, legalized. —And it really 
ſeemed at one time tb have been the intention of Mr. 
Haſtings to 'abide by this condition, as appears from the 
following circumſtance : on the 5th May, 1779, the Reſi- 
dent at Benares wrote to the Board, that being applied to 
by the Provincial Council of Revenue at Patna for eight 
lacks of rupees, on account of their very urgent neceſſities, 
he defired the Rajah to ſupply him with that ſum, beyond 
the amount of what was then due. In their reply to the 
Refident on the 3iſt, the Board expreſs their ſurpriſe at 
his „having ventured to make a demand upon Rajah 
«« Cheyt Sing, not warranted by his engagements with the 
% Company, and without any authority from us.“ The 
Reſident's anſwer of the 10th June following is _ 
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of particular attention. At the time I mentioned to 
% Rajah Cheyt Sing the ſum of money Government ſtood 
« in need of their preſent occaſions, I was well aware that 
& T could neither conſiſſent with your Honourable Board's 
« orders, nor his engagements with the Company, demand 
« more of him than was thereby authorized; and there- 
« fore it was I only demanded payment of the amount of 
* his kiſt due the 4th May, and left it to his diſcretion, 
40 n the information given, whether to end further 
* aſſiſtance or not. 

Though the condition of his compliance with the de- 
mand of 1778 was, that it ſhould not be drawn into a prece» 
dent, yet on the 19th of July, 1779, the Rajah was again 
required to contribute the further ſum of five lacks for the 
enfuing year; and on the 22d June, 1780, five lacks. 
more ; and on the ad of November following, he was re- 
quired to furniſh part of his cavalry, 

On the 18th July, the very day preceding the reſolution 
of the Board to demand an additional five lacks for the 
— 1779s Mr. Haſtings received a letter from the Rajah, 

ying, that his ſole reliance was on him, “ and that in 


46 every inſtance I depend on your faith, religion, pro- 


% miſer, and attions.” | 
After he had come to the knowledge of his demand, the 
Rajah wrote to the Governor General as follows : ** Laſt 
year you directed Sheik Ally Nuckey [His vackeel.] 
« that I ſhould by any means, by diſpoſing of my effetts, or 
„by borrowing, make this one payment (alluding to the de- 
„ mand of 1778) and 1 ſhould not be called upon — 
«* and that you would take every means for my advantage 
and ſupport. I accordingly put in practice every method 
„in my power; and by loans made good the requiſition. 
It is now abſolutely out of my power to raiſe the ſum 
required, and I am therefore 4 that you will be 
« kindly pleaſed to excuſe me the five lacks now demand- 
7 that nothing may be demanded of me beyond the 


This letter was received on the 25th Auguſt. On the 
28th the Governor General replied to it; and without 
taking the ſmalleſt notice of the Rajah having charged him 


with a breach of promiſe, he ſays, I now repeat my de- 


© mand, that you do on the receipt of this, without eva- 
« fron or delay, pay the five lacks of rupees into the hands 
% of Mr. Thomas Graham, who has orders to receive it 


from you, and authority, in caſe of your refuſal, to 


„ ſummon the two, battalions of ſepoys, under the com- 


mand of Major Camac, to Benares, that meaſures may 


be taken to oblige you to à compliance; and in this _ 
| 66 
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* the whole expence of this corps from the time of its march 
e till fall on you.” 

The Rajah, nowithſtanding the poſitive terms of the 
laſt-recited letter, was yet unwilling to believe, that the 
« faith, religion, promiſes, and ations,” on which he had 
placed ſo much dependence, would all 'them prove of no 
avail, He accordingly addreſſed another letter to Mr. Haſt- 
ings, which was received the 20th of September, and of 
which the following is a copy: 

Every two or three days, I am called upon to pay five 

% lacks of rupees ; your gracious letter on this ſub ed ho- 
« noured me by its arrival; I have diſpatched an Arzee in 
« anſwer, which will have been preſented to you. In 
« obedience to your order, I laſt year, by every means, 
« and borrowing from all quarters, raiſed the ſum, and at 
« that time, you promiſad that it ſhould not happen again, I 
« have it not in my power at preſent, You have before 
« honoured me with the title of ſon, and regarded me as 
60 wag ſon; you have protected me; I am therefore hope- 
« ful, that I may be 5 from this requiſition,” 

Here the Governor General is again charged with a di- 
ret breach of 155 55 the Rajah, Mr. Haſtings replied to 


this on the 25th, repeating the threat of ſending troops into 
his country, but taking no notice, as before, of the re- 
peated charge of having broken his word with the Rajah, 
Thus upon the Rajah's declaring his inability to comply 
with the demand of 1779, and pleading the promiſe of ex» 
emption, two battalions of Sepoys were ordered to march to 
Benares, to intimidate him; and the Board inſiſted on his 
paying the expence of the troops thus ſent to ſecond their 
demand. And on their 2 the balance of the ſubſi- 
dy in October 1780, the Governor General and Council 
not only again ordered troops to march into hiz territories, 
but they threatened him with a fine of one lack for diſobedience. 
Whoever ſeriouſly conſiders the agreement made between 
Cheyt Sing and the Vizier in 1770 ; the nature of the ſub- 
ſequent connection between the Rajah, the Vizier, and the 
Company, formed in 1773, as before deſcribed; the force 
of the minutes and reſolutions of the Board upon the So- 
vereignty of Benares being transferred as above recited ; 
the ſolemn declarations which were made to the Rajah on 
his inveſtiture, as contained in the inſtructions to the Refi- 
dent at his Court, and in the Governor General's letter to 
him upon that occaſion, which have been already referred 
to; the line of policy which the Bengal Government had 
preſcribed to itſelf ; and the general tenure by which Cheyt 
Sing held his country.—W hoever ſeriouſly confiders all 
theſe points, with their relation to each other, muſt be con- 


vinced, that the various demands thus made upon the Rajah 
were 
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were not founded in ju/tice ; nor are they to be defended by 
arguments drawn from the wants and neceſſities of a Go» 
vernment involved in difficulties, or the reputed wealth and 
proſperity of the Rajah, | 

* Obliging the Rajah to pay an additional ſubſidy of five 
lacks for the expence of three battalions of Sepoys, could 
only be juſtified upon the plea, that by the original agree- 
ment he was to maintain a body of a, ooo horſe, But it 
has been ſhewn, that the Board refuſed to aſſent to this 
propoſition, They left it entirely optional in the Rajah 
and if at any time they needed the aſſiſtance of this force, 
he was to be paid at the rate of fifteen rupees per month, 
man; — {o in proportion for the Officers, during the 

time they might be in the Company's employ, 

One of the Members of the Board (Mr Francis) de- 
clares in his minute of the 14th September, 1778, That 
« he did, from the firſt, expreſs a doubt, whether the Board 
« had ſtrictly a right to encreaſe their demands upon the 
© Rajah, beyond the terms which they originally agreed to 
4% give him, which he conſented to, and which, as Mr. 
Mi F rancis has conſtantly underſtood it, were made the fun- 
1% damental tenure by which he held his Zemindary. If ſuch de- 
« mands can be encreaſed upon him at the dilcretion of the 
4 ſuperior power, he has no right, he has no property, or at 
« leaſt, he has no ſecurity for either, Inſtead of five lacks, 
« let us demand fifty ; and whether he ref or is una 
* to pay the mony, the forfeiture of his Zemindary may 
* be the immediate conſequence of it, unleſs he can find 
% means to redeem himſelt by a new treaty.” 

There was but too much of a prophetic ſpirit in this mi- 
nuts of Mr. Francis; for notwithſtanding in the credentials 
given to the Governor General in Council (conſiſting only 
of himſelf and Mr. Wheler) the 3d July, 1983, previous 

to his ſetting out on his intended journey to Benares, 
arrangements he was to make in that province, were to be 
** conſonant to the mutual relation and attual engagements ſub- 
« fiſting between the py and the Rajah;" it appears 
from the evidence of Mr. Wheler, that Mr, Haſtings had 
actually eome to the ſecret reſolution (for jt is no where en- 
tered on the records) without the ſmalleſt regard to that re- 
lation and to theſe engagements, 7 obtaining 40 or 5 lacks of 


rupees from this very Rajah ; and in caſe of his refuſal, he de- 
termined “ either“ to remove him from his Zemindary 
© entirely, or by taking immediate poſſeſſion of all his 
„ forts, to obtain out of the treaſure, depoſited in them, 
„the above ſum for the company.” 


This is turther corroborated by the affidavit of Major 
Palmer, the Governor General's Military Secretary, with 


Vid Governor General's printed narrative, p. 13. * 
ä ig 
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this additional cireutnſtance, that by ſome means or other 
the Rajah, having heard of the Governor General's in- 
tentions, had made him an offer of 20 lacks of rupees for the 
1 li: 5 , | but _ 75 t — — war 
reſolved to infiff wpon the firſt mentioned ſum of $0 lacks 

4 yuperrz and i the. Rajah ould 2 LAs the a 
„mand, that he, the Governor General, would deprive 
% him of his Zemindary, or transfer the Sovereignty thereof to 
4 the Nabe Vizier," | 

It is faid, that the Governor General thought the 
4 Rajah's offences were ſuch as to require early puniſh» 
% ment; and as his wealth was great, and the Company's 
in exigencies pre 4 it ** Oey meaſure of policy and 
« juſtice to exact from him a la niary mulct for 
« their relief.“?T “ We : 

But how different were Mr. Haſtings's ideas of policy and 
Juſtice at a former period, which has been already referred 
to, when he would not ſuffer the Vizier to diſpoſſeſs the 
© Rajah of the Forts of Luteefgur and Bidgygur, and take 
« from him 10 lacks of rupees |” At that time the Gover- 
nor General was convinced “ that the Rajah's inheritance, 
« and perhaps his /ife, were no longer ſafe than while he 
« enjoyed the Comany's 22 which 7 the Gover- 
nor General) is his due by the tie of juſtice and the 
« obligations of public faith; and which policy enjoins us 
« to afford him ever moſt effectually.“ 

Thus, in 1773, the natural Sovereign of Rajah Cheyt 
Sing is prevented from taking from him two forts and 10 

$ of rupees above the flipulated rent, through motives of 
en and policy; and in 1781, after the Sovereignty had 
been transferred, though with a reſervation of the “ juſt 
© rights of the R ajah' under the former Sovereign, juſtice 
and policy required that his new Sovereign ſhould exact 
from him 40 or 50 lacks of rupees more than his rent, or 
wreſt from him the whole of his Zemindary / 

If Juice and policy were to be the guide of Mr. Haſtings' 
actions upon this occaſion, they ought to have operated 
more ſtrongly than ever in the Rajah's favour. As to the 

, were we not bound to him by additional obligations! 
And as to the laſt, it was ſurely become merely our intereſt 
to cement his attachment by gentle treatment, than when 
he was only an ally, For in his new ſituation, had he been, 
en any future rupture with the Nabob of Oude, from ill 
uſage, induced to take part againſt us, we ſhould not only 
bave loſt the benefit of his alliance, but alſo a clear annual 
revenue of upwards of (. abo, ooo per annum. | 

But wherein did the Rajah's de/inguency conſift ? not in 
his want of punRuality in the payment of his tribute ; this 
| | Narrative, page 13. 


hat 


has never been affirmed. It muſt confiſt then, in his not 
complying with the repeated demands of the Board for a 

ſubſidy, contrary to the exiſting engagements. Let it be 

admitted that the Rajah qo theſe with that reluQ« 

ance which ever attends the liquidation of unwarrantable de- 
mands, yet there was nothing due on any of theſe new de« 

—— months preceding the Goveruor General's journey 
to res. | 

The demand of 1198 was made in July, and wholly 
diſcharged by the 10th of O Rober, 

That of 1179 was likewiſe made in July, and diſcharged 
by the 21ſt of . _ and yy — the Rajah paid 
20,000 rupees for the ex 0 etachment ſent to en- 

1 

The demand of 1780 was diſcharged by the 18th of Odto- 
ber; and whoever reads the charges brought againſt the Ra- 
jah, as contained in the Governor General's firſt letter to 
him, after his arrival at Benares, which is printed in the 
Narrative, muſt be convinced, that they were clearly refut- 
ed by the Rajah's anſwer. 

As to the third reſolution of the Court of Directors, it 
was merely a reſolution of fact, founded on the proceedings 
of the Bengal Government, in July 1775, and went to 
ſhew the independency of the Rajah's ſituation. The fol- 
lowing paſſage, therefore, in the Governor General's letter, 
ſeems utterly unintelligible. "4 

I deny that I ever required him to keep up a body of 
<« 2,000 horſe, contrary to the declaration made to him by 
© the Governor General and Council, on the 5th of July, 
* 1775, that there ſhall be no obligation an him to do it,” 

It is equally unneceſſary to remark on Mr. Haſtings' de- 
nial, reſpecting the 4th reſolution. This is likewiſe a re- 
ſolution of fact, that the Rajah was regular in the payment 
of his tribute, and what is not denied by the Governor Ge- 
neral. The Court have acknowledged the — of 
the Company over the Rajah in their ad reſolution. But, 
that the Governor General and Council had a right to iſſue 
any Orders in direct violation of the actual agreement ſubſoft- 
ing with the Rajah, no one who ſeriouſly conſiders the nature 

_ agreement, in all its circumſtances, will venture to 
aſſert. | | 
But with reſpect to the laſt reſolution of the Court of Di- 

rectors, every one muſt join iſſue with the Governor Gene- 

{ ral, and agree, that from the premiſes which have been al- 
ready eſtabliſhed, in the former part of theſe obſervations, 

the terms improper, unwarrantable, and highly impolitic, 

are much too gentle. The ftri# performance of ſolemn en- 

« gagements on one part, followed by act direftly ſubverſive 

FG them, and by total diſpeſſeffion on the other, ſtamps on the 

, # perpetrators 
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« rators of the latter, the guilt of the great poſſible 


« violation of faith and juſtice.” 

The obſervations on what has fallen from Mr. Haſtings, 
reſpecting the reſolution of the Court of Directors laſt ſpo - 
ken of, muſt not be diſmiſſed without a remark on the 
following paſſage in the Governor General's letter: 

« I deny that Rajah Cheyt Sing was a native Prince of 
India. Cheyt Sing is the ſon of a Collector of the Re- 
% venue of that province, which his arts, and the misfor- 
tunes of his maſter, enabled him to convert to a perma- 
4 nent and hereditary poſſeſſion.“ | 

Though it is no where aſſerted in the reſolutions of the 
Court of Directors, that Cheyt Sing was a native Prince of 
India, yet it _ not be improper to obſerve, that, with 
regard to Cheyt Sing's predeceſſor, Bulwant Sing, who is 
| here called a Collefor,” it has already been ſhewn, that 
for the powerful military aſſiſtance which he afforded the 
Company in the war with Jujah Dowlah, Mr. Haſtings was, 
in 1773, empowered to renew, in behalf of Rajah Cheyt 
Sing, the ſtipulation which was formerly made with the 
Vizier in favour of the father, And in a letter from Rajah 
Shitabroyz which is entered upon the Bengal conſultation 
of the 21ſt of November, 1764, Bulwant Sing is called, a 
« perſon of high rank, and the Zemindar of a frontier coun- 
66 t L 


With ref to Cheyt Sing, Mr. Haſtings himſelf has 
called the Zemindary ** his inheritance.” y the inſtru- 
ment printed by the Governor General, 15th of * 
1776, he is termed, the great Chief Rajah Cheyt Sing 
% Behadre.” By the inſtructions to the Reſident, at 
Benares, of the 24th of mg gs 1775, he was to be in- 
veſted ©* with a Kellaut in his ce, with all the uſual 
« formalities.” And by the Reſident's account of this 
matter, the ceremony was performed in all the parade of 
Eaſtern magnificence. But here another, and a more ſtrik- 
ing circumſtance, may be added in proof of the Rajah's 
elevated fituation, On the 24th of November, 1775, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Parker, who had the command of a bri- 
in the neighbourhood of Benares, acquainted General 
lavering, that the Rajah had paid him a viſit, and made 
him preſents, which, ſays he, I did not reject, as it 
„ would be looked upon as the greateſt ſlight I could offer 
4 to an Eaſtern Prince.” This letter was laid before the 
Council on the 6th of December. And ſo far was Mr: Haſ- 
tings from being diſpoſed, at that time, to difpute the rank 
which Mr. Parker thought he had among the Princes of 
Hindoſtan, that he immediately gave at his opinion, . That 
6 neither the Rajah ought to have made the preſents, nor 
Colonel Parker accepted them, becauſe they * 2 
F ; * pledges 
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1 and marks of inferiority of the giver to the rectiu- 
cc 22 I think it ill become both the juftice and dig- 
« zity of this Board, ts lay down ſach rules as ſhall pre- 
« yent the Rajah hereafter from ſubjecting himſelf, or 
« being ſubjected to ceremonies unbecoming his rank and 
« charatier.” Upon which the Board reſolved, that the 
Rajah ſhould pay the firſt vifit to none but the Governor 
General, the Chief Juſtice, and the Members of the Board, 

Such as are ſtill doubtful of Cheyt Sing's elevated ſtation, 
are referred to the 33d and 34th pages of Mr. Haſtings 
printed letter, where there is as ſtrong an implication of his 
princely rank, as it is poſſible for words to corivey. 
With the ſame view of lowering in the eyes of the public 
the real ſtandard of Cheyt Sing's ſituation, the Governor 
General ſays, in his printed narrative, „] ſuſpect that the 
* deeds which. paſſed between him and the Board, on the 
« transfer of the Zemindary to the Company, in 1775, 
s are by many underſtood to bear the quality and force of 4 
« treaty of optional conditions between equal ſtates. To ſuch 
J reply, that ſuch an opinion is itſelf criminal to the 
« ſtate of which he was a ſubje& ; and that he was himſelf 
« amenable to its juſtice, if he countenanced the belief. 
% He paid no tribute to the Company, but a fixed annual 
« rent. And the inſtruments for his Zemindary were 
« drawn preciſely in the ſame form as inſtruments of the 
« ſame denominations interchanged with the Zemindars of 
« Bengal.” | * 

As to the annual ſum which the — — has to pay on c- 
count of his Zemindary not being to be conſid in the 
light of a tribute, it is termed ſo, with vety few exceptions, 
from one end of the records to the other; in moſt of the 
letters from the Council to the Court of Directors, which 
ſpeak of the ſubject, and even in the Governor General's 
own letter to the Rajah on his inveſtiture. | 

With regard to his being looked upon as a mere Zemin- 
dar, the Reſident at the Court of the Vizier, in a lettet 
written to the Board, the 14th April, 1775, which was 
— to the Sovereignty of Benares being veſted in the 

ompany, declared to his Excellency, * That he muſt 
expect to ſee Cheyt Sing protected; for that he was not 
s to be put on a footing with his other Zemindars.” And in 
a letter from the Board to the Reſident at Benares, the zoth 
May, 1776, it is acknowledged, That he is on @ very 
different footing from other Zemindars.“ 

But a peruſal of the following minute of the Board, will 
put the matter beyond diſpute. | | 

| Crnſaltetion 4th September, 77 8 | 
„ The — — the Board, that the Sunnuds 
« for the Rajah Cheyt Sing being prepared, he — 
6 
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ce the following propoſal of the Governor General for their 
„opinion a a | 
E The Governor General directs me to requeſt the opi- 
«© nion of the Board, whether the Pottah, Sunnud, and 
« Coulnama, for the Zemindary granted to Rajah Choy 
„Sing, ſhould be ſigned by him alone, or by the Board ; 
„ remarking, at the ſame time, that it has been cuſtomary 
* for Auanny ſunnuds to receive only the ſignature of the 
© Governor} but he thinks, that as the nature of the pre- 
e ſent grant is different, and may be conſidered, more in 
» the li bt of a TREATY, they ſhould be figned by the 


. if * 

«© Agreed, that the ſunnud, pottah, and coulnama, be 
„ now ſigned, and confirmed to Mr. Francis Fowke,” 
But to ſum up the whole in a few words: — In 1765, 
Bulwant Sing, on account of military ſervices rendered to 
the 8 was through their means, ſecured in the 
poſſeſſion of his country. In 1770, Cheyt Sing, his ſon 
and ſucceſſor, was confirmed in the government of his 
father's territories, on paying a fixed tribute, by a treaty 
executed by the Vizier, declaring the terms of it to extend 
to the poſterity of either party; under which treaty Mr. 
Haſtings, from motives of juflice and policy, would not 
ſuffer the Vizier to take from the Rajah more than the 
ſtipulated ſum. In 1773, the former agreement was 1e- 
ne wed between the parties, which, as before, was to extend 
to their reſpectius heirs, To this agreement Mr. Haſtings, 
on the part of the Britiſh Government, was the guarantee, 
In HEL the Sovereignty of Benares was transferred to 
the Company ; and with a reſervation of the juſt rights 
of the Rajah, and a due regard to the actual engagements 
ſubſiſting with him, new ſunnuds were iſſued in conſe- 
quence of ſundry reſolutions of the Bengal Council, adopted 
with a view to the Rajah's independency, thereby eſtabliſh- 
ing a ſtrong barrier to the Company's provinces. Aſſuran- 
ces were at the ſame time given to the Rajah, that no de- 
mands of any kind ſhould be made upon .him beyond his 
tribute, and that no one ſhould be ſuffered to diſturb the 
peace of his country, In 1778, regardleſs of former aſ- 
ſurances, and in direct oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed policy, 
an additional demand was made upon Him of five lacks of 
rupees, on account of the war with France. In 1779, not- 
withſtanding his conſent was for one year only, and his 
inſiſting that he had a promiſe from Mr, Haſtings, that it 
ſhould not be repeated, and which was not contradicted by 
him, another demand was made for five lacks more, and 
troops were ordered into his territories to enforce this de- 
mand, the expence of which he was obliged to defray.. In 
1780 the demand was repeated; and notwithſtanding the 

Vor. I. L. l Rajah 


\ 
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Rajah had actually diſcharged all theſe extra demands, and 
was ever punctual in the payment of his ſettled tribute, 
yet in 1781 Mr. Haſtings repaired to his capital, with an 


avowed intention to exact from him the enormous ſum of 


fifty lacks of rupees (though the Rajah, hearing of his in- 
tention, had previouſly made him an offer of twenty lacks) 
and in caſe x his refuſal, to diſpoſfeſs him of his. in- 
dary. He was arreſted in his palace at Benares, a city held 
in the higheſt veneration throughout India. His own ſol- 
diers overpowered the party which guarded him, and in the 
confuſion © the Rajab found means to efcape through a 
« wicket, which opened to the river, and the banks being 
« exceedingly ſteep in that place, he let himſelf down by 
% turbans tied together, into a boat which was waiting for 
© him, and conveyed him to the oppoſite ſhore.” Seve- 
ral actions afterwards took place between the troops of the 
Company and thoſe of the Rajah; and his feveral forts, 
to which he had fled for protection, were ſucceſhvely cap- 
tured by our forces. And as (according to Mr. Haſtings ) 
«© the exiſtence of a fugitive Chief in the wilds and moun- 
« tains would be little ded, when he was 1-51 
« the Capital of his 22 and the Seat of bis Collec- 
„ tions;” he was proſcrived by public proclamation ; the 
Rauge was conferred on the grandſon of Rajah Bulwant 
Sing, by a daughter married to Bauboo Doorgbejey Sings 
and the unforvome Raju ——— (a wretch indeed ! ) 
is now a wanderer in Hindoſtan 

It only remains to obſerve, on the conclufion of Mr. 
Haſtings's letter, where, in the ſame ſpirit of diſobedience 
to the orders of the Company which has too long charac- 
| terized his Government, he declares his intended oppofition 
to any directions which may be given him for the reſtora- 
tion of Rajah Cheyt Sing to the Zemindary of Benares. 

Whether ſuch a meaſure be expedient, or not, will pro- 
bably be the ſubject of future conſideration. And as the 
Company's affairs are now under the inveſtigation of Par- 
liament, it muſt be the wiſh of every ene, that ſuch regu- 
lations may be formed, and. ſuch Cena principles 
eſtabliſhed, far the future government of the Company, as 
will enſure to the natives of India, of all denominations, 
that ſecurity and happineſs which they have a right to enjoy 
under the influence of the mild and equitable Pirit of the 
Britiſh Government. | | 


Tax x0 


Papers relating ts Charge III. Parts 1, a, and 3. 147 
wk TAEKINO of BEJYGUR, ' 


Copy of Corre , &e. relative to the Wife and Mother 
F Eheyt Sing, and the taking of the Fort of Bejygur. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 29th October, 178 1. 


READ the following letter and encloſures from the Sub 
Secretary. 
_ Honourable Sir, | 
I have the honour to obey the Governor General's di- 
rections, in forwarding to you the encloſed letter from 
Major William Popham to the Honourable Board, 
LI have the honour to be, with great reſpect, &c. 
Benares, (Signed) E. HA YL, 
13th Oct. 1781. Sub Secy. to the Honble Board. 


Extract of Letter from Major Popham to the Governor Gene- 
4 4 dated Camp near Bijieghur, th Oftober, 


ral and Counci 
1781. - 

On the 24th the detachment moved to Lateefpore, and 
the agth arrived before this place, where ſuch diſpoſitions 
have made as will, I hope, make it a ſpeedy acquiſi- 
tion. The fort is in good repair, with a wall and towers 
verging cloſe to the ſteep of the higheſt hill I have ever 
ſeen fortified in the country. | 00 br 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 5th November, 1781. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following letters, 
\ 2 5 ineloſure, from Mr. Hay. ad : 
Ir, \ 


I tranſmit to you, by order of the Governor General, the 

encloſed letter from Major William Popham to the Ho- 

nourable Board, that the ſame may be laid before them. 
Benares, J have the honour to be, &c. 

224 OR. 1781, + (Signed) E. HAY. 


Gentlemen, 4 
1 did myſelf the honour of giving you a detail of the 
operations of this detachment fince its being formed, as far 
down as the Sth inſtant. The 16th two batteries were 
opened on the fort, at the diſtance of about five hundred 
yargs v one of four fix pounders, and two five and half-inch 
owitzers ; the other of an cight-inch mortar, and two 
eight-inch howitzers fixed as mortars. For Tome time the 
fire of the beſieged was ſuperior to ours, but in an hour 
or two it became flack, and at length totally ceaſed on the 
face next the batteries. We continue to fire and throw 
ſhells, yet the damage a done I cannot earn, as 
2 2 0 pres 
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fpies are not able to obtain admiſſion into the fort. T W sm 
eighteen pounders are on the way from Chunar, and a bat- 
tery for them will ſhortly be ready within four hundred 
yards of the wall; ſo that on their arrival I ſhall immedi- 
ately begin to effect a breach, which will, I hope, alarm 
the beſieged to ſarrender, Bet 

The Reibe mother, wife, and all his women, with 
thoſe of many of his principal dependants, are in the fort; 
on their account I hope we ſhall not be obliged to ſterm, 
and alſo for that of the troops, as the rock is ſo exceeding! 
ſeep that it muſt be very difficult to aſcend, and if the 40. 
ſailed ſhould act reſolutely, next to impoſſible. . 

Some propoſals have already been made by the Rajah's 
mother, be they are too unreaſonable to deſerve attention, 
being nearly demands of a continuance in the Raje; yet 
it is probable her fears, and thoſe of the other beſieged, will 
encreaſe with the danger, and lead them to capitulate on 
aſſurances of protection for their honour, and a decent 
proviſion agreeable to their ranks. | 

Cheit Sing, by every intelligence, arrived at Rewa ſome 
days paſt, and 1s probable by this time in Bundelkhund, 
where he will receive protection from the Bundelas, or 
Marattahs, who will perhaps, while he has money, flatter 
him with hopes of invading the country in his favour, but 
never perform the promiſes they make. The fall of Bi- 
jeeghur will entirely ruin his intereſt, and awe our neigh- 
bours into neutrality. | 

The late heavy rains have occaſioned much fickneſs 
among the troops, but the fine weather which has juſt com- 
menced will, J hope, create a favourable change. Report 
ſays, that the beſieged ſuffer much from fevers, which rage 
among them with great violence. 

I have the honour to be, with the higheſt reſpect, 


Gentlemen, — 
Camp, Bijeeghur, VLour moſt obedient, 
19th October, 1787. very humble, &c. &c. 


(Sizned) W. POPHAM, 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 19th November, 
1781, 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter, 
8 and encloſures, from Mr. Hay. 
Ir, 7 | 
I have the honour to ſend you, by the Governor Gene- 
ral's order, the encloſed letter from Major Popham to the 
. Honourable Board. | 
RE I have the honour to be, &c. 
x Benaces, - (Signed) E. HAY, 2 
th Nov. 1781. + © © Sub Secry, to the Honble. Board. 
LES | 8 1 
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Gentlemen, | +84 

\ T did myſelf the honour of informing you, in my letter 

of the 19th ultimo, of the operations of the detachment 

to that date. Since that two eighteen pounders have been 
ned on the fort from the former batteries, but not with 


the effect hoped for, as the wall has proved to be very 


ſtrong, and reſiſt the ſhot with but little damage. A few 
days ago one of the large guns was rendered totally uſeleſs 
by ſplitting, which has obliged me to ſend to Chunar for 
more, and I am now waiting their arrival from thence ; but 
that no unneceffary delay might occur, a mine has been 
opened under the contiguous work to the intended breach ; 
the firſt gallery is finiſhed, and near four feet carried an to- 
wards the breached work ; ſo that if no accident happens, 
I hope by the 6th to blow up as much of the wall as will 
make an acceſſible breach for the ſtorm. 
Three hill mangees, with their followers, attacked the 
batteries, but were repulſed immediately. We had only 
four people wounded. Five of the enemy were found 
dead in the morning, which leads me to ſuppoſe they muſt 
have had many wounded, _ 

A detachment marched this morning to ſcour the woods, 
and ſeize the families of theſe offenders. This muſt put 
a ſtop to ſuch inſolence in future. 

'Cheit Sing has effected his eſcape into Bundlechund ; 
but I do not hear that he is likely to receive more than per- 
ſonal protection from the Bundelas, or any other country 

wers. | 

Camp, Bijeeghur, I have the honour, &c. 

. 4th Nov. 1781. (Signed) W. POPHAM. 


Sir, 
I have the pleaſure to ſend you, by the Governor Gene- 
ral's order, a letter from Major Popham to the Honourable 
Board, conveying to them the agreeable information of the 
Honourable Company's troops being in poſſeſſion of the 
fort of Bidjeghur. 
Hells LI have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) E. HAY, 
* Sub Secry. to the Honble. Board. 
Gentlemen, 1 
I haye the honour to inform you of the ſurrender of this 
place laſt night, on terms of granting the Rannee 15 per 
cent. on the property in the fort, and a refidence agzecable 
to the Governor General's wiſhes in this province, unleſs 
ſhe prefers going to her ſon, in which caſe ſhe is to be 
eſcorted to 22 and to be delivered over to ſuch 


perſons as Cheit Sing ſhall * to receive her. 


— 
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The fall of Bidjeeghur muſt effeQtually reſtore villity 
to the Zemindary, and enſure the peaceable Coleen 4 
the Honourable Company. | e 
The alacrity and gallant behaviour of the officers and 
troops, during the whole ſervice, will, I flatter myſelf, 
meet with your approbation, and be in ſome meaſure re- 
warded by the prize money accruing from the capture. 
The dread of a mine, which was 1cady for. ſpringing, 
had, I believe, a great weight with the beſieged in their de · 
termination of the ſurrender, I ſhall do myſelf the honour 
to acquaint you with further particulars in a day or two. 
Camp, near Bidjeeghur, I have the honour, &c. 
10th Nov. 1781. (Signed) W. POPHAM. 


Extra of Governor General's Narrative of his Proceedings , 
| at Benares in 1781. | 


After having gained poſſeſſion of Luttefpore, Major Pop- 
ham loſt no time in proſecuting his march to Bidjeegur, — 
Cheit Sing did not wait his approach, but fled, taking with 
him as much treaſure as his elephants and camels could 
carry, which has been reported to me to have conſiſted of 
one lack of mohrs, and fifteen or ſixteen of filyer, beſides 
Jewels to an unknown amount, His wife, a woman of an 
amiable character, his mother Paund, and all the other. 
women of his family, and the ſurviyors of the family of 
his father Bulwant Sing, who were connected with his, 
were left in the fort of Bidjeegur. He took the route of 
Rewa, and from thetice, proceeded to Panna, the capital 
of Bundlecund, paying as plundered as he paſſed, He was, 
by the laſt advices, in that country—The Rajah profeſſing 
in his letters to me a reſolution, to withdraw his protection 
from him, and ſecretly favouring him. | 
The fortreſs of Bidjeegur ſurrendered by capitulation on 
the 10th of November, yielding to Major Popham the 
peculiar credit of having ſurmounted all the obſtacles which 
nature and art had oppoſed to the conqueſt of two of the 
fortreſſes of Hindoſtan, which bad been before univerſally 


deemed impregnable. 
Extra# of Bengal General Conſultations, 23d May, 1782. 


Letter from the Governor General to Major * dated 
Benares, 22d October, 1781, P.M © 


I am this inſtant favoured with yours of yeſterday mine 
to you of the ſame date has before this time acquainted you 
be initial and concluding addreſſes of this letter are omit- 
ted in the only copy of it pre als the Governor; but be 
inows that the letter was familiar, and nat official, © 


with 
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with my reſolutions and ſentiments reſpecting the Rannee. 
I think every demand ſhe has made to you, except that of 
ſafety and reſpe& for her perſon, is unreaſonable. If the 
reports brought to me are true, your rejecting her offers, or 
any negociations with her, would ſoon obtain you 
of the fort upon your own terms. I apprehend that ſhe 
will contrive to defraud the captors of a conſiderable part of 
the booty, by being ſuffered to retire without examination; 
but this is your conſideration, and not mine, I ſhould be 
ſorry that your officers and ſoldiers loſt any part of the re- 
ward to which they are ſo well entitled, but I cannot make 
any objection, as you muſt be the beſt judge of the expe-- 
diency of the promiſed indulgence to the Rannee. What 
you have engaged for, I will certainly ratify ; but as to per- 
mitting the Rannee to hold the Purgunnah of Kurleek, or 
any other in the Zemindary, without being ſubject to the 
authority of the Zemindar, or any lands whatever, or in- 
deed making any conditions with her for a proviſion, I will 
never conſent to it. | "I | 
Benares, 22d Oct. 1781, I am, &c. 
10 o'clock, P. M. b . 1 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Dear Major, | , 

My Dewan Cantoo Baboo has ſhewn me a letter ad- 
dreſſed to him from Panna, the mother of Cheyt Sing, en- 
treating his interceſhon, that ſhe may be relieved from th 
hardſhips and dangers of her preſent ſituation, and offering 
to ſurrender the fort of Bidjygur, and the treaſure and va- 
luable effects contained in it, provided ſhe can be aſſured of 
ſafety and ion to her perſon and honour, and to that 
of her family and attendants, and that Cantoo himſelf will 
undertake to conduct her out of the fort to ſuch place of 
ſecurity as ſhe ſhall chooſe. As this offer affords a proſpe&t 
of your obtaining poſſeſſion of the fort, and the wealth 
which it contains, without further Joſs or delay, I have 
judged it proper to accept it, and directed Cantoo to repair 
to your camp immediately, with as many doolies and 

as can be collected for the conveyance of Ranna, 
her family, and ſuch neceſſaries as are indiſpenſable to wo- 
men of their condition, 

You will be pleaſed, when Cantoo arrives with you, to 
ſend a meſſenger of your own, accompanied with one from 
him, to acquaint Panna that I have ſent him, conformably 
to her requeſt, to receive and conduct her with ſafety and 
honour to whatever place ſhe may chooſe as her reſidence, 
and that I am willing to grant her now thg ſame conditions 
to which I at firſt conſented, provided that ſhe delivers into 
your poſſeſſion, within twenty-four hours from the time of 

L 4 receiving 
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cute the promiſe ſhe has made, or erg it beyond the term 


clemency and generoſity of our Government. I think ſhe 
cannot be ignorant of theſe * . and will not 
is reaſon I place a de- 
pendance on her offers, and have conſented to ſend my 
5 n to her. | 1 
Benares, Your's, & c. | 
d Nov. 1781. (Signed) WARREN HASTIN 
Extract of a Letter from Major Papham to the Governor 
General, dated at Camp Bejee Char, 101% November, 1781. 


I have the honour to inform you, that laſt night about 
twelve o'clock, the grenadiers took poſſeſſion of the weſtern 
gate of Bejee Ghur, after the Rhannee had played with and 
deceived us from ten o'clock in the morning, when ſhe had 
agreed that it ſhould have been given up to us. > 


Dear Sir, 
I did myſelf the honour, the day before yeſterday, to 
inform you of the ſurrender of this place, and the ſituation 
of affairs at that time. 8 9 | | 
The Rhannee came out of the fort with her family and 
dependants the 10th at night, owing to which ſuch atten- 
tion was not paid to her as I wiſhed ; and I am exceedingly 
ſorry to inform you, that the licentiouſneſs of our follow- 
ers was beyond the bounds of controul; for, notwithſtand- 
ing all I could do, her people were plundered on the road 
of moſt of the things which they brought out of the * 


* 
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hy which means one of the articles of ſurrender has beet 
much infringed. The diſtreſs I have felt upon this occa- 
ſion cannot be expreſſed, and can only be allayed by a firm 
performance of the other articles of the treaty, Whick I 
make it my buſineſs to enſorce. ee 1a 1815 

The ſuſpicions which the officers had of treachery, and 


'the delay made to our gerring poſſeſſion, has enraged them. 
0 


as well as the troops, ſo much, that the treaty was at firſt 
regarded as void; but this determination was ſoon ſuc- 
ceeded by pity and compaſſion for the unfortunate beſieged. 
The women are now in tents at a little diſtance from the 
camp, with a proper ſafeguard, and I have ſent into the fort 
for thoſe conveniencies which are neceſlary to their ſitua- 
tion, and the Rhanee will have her ſhare of fifteen per cent. 
exactly paid her. She will remain here until ſuch time as 


bearers and carriages can be procured to conyey her to Be- 


nares, where ſhe wiſhes to reſide ; but ſhe earneſtly begs 
that ſhe may not be dependant upon the old Rhanee, the 
new Rajah, or Ouſſaun Sing. She tells me that ſhe has a 
houſe at Benares (that I believe in which the Nabob Saadut 
Alli now lives) alſo another at Gungapore, about four'coſe 
from the city : Both theſe ſhe hopes from your indulgence, 
and, for future ſupport, ſhe moſt humbly ſabmits to your 
generoſity. Cantoo Baboo is with the Rhanee; and as he 
has particularly requeſted that Captain Scott may pitch his 
tent near hers, and accompany her on the way to Benares, 
F have conſented; and he will move accordingly. Gy 
© Thave to requeſt that you will give orders for ſuch a num- 
ber of bearers and coolies as can be collected to be ſent here 
immediately, to conduct the Rhanee and her family, &c. 
who are in all about three hundred women, befides chil- 
dren. Thirty or forty choupalas will alſo be neceſſary, and 
if ſome bazar is likewiſe ſent, it will make the journey per- 
fectly convenient: I ſhall furniſh a ſufficient efcort—every 
means is taking to procure bearers here, but I fear this 
country will afford but joy few; on which accounts, I 
Hope many will come from Benares. 

"© Dhouda Buggutt may juſtly be ſaid to haye occafioned 
the Rhannee's ſufferings, as he cauſed the delay in the ſur- 
render of the fort Bogweiſdial ; the Buxey, on the contrary, 
ated with the greateſt honour, and ſhould he ſurvive the 
fever he is now ill of, I think he will merit the attention of 
Government. Ghumput Roy alſo demands praiſe, for the 
ſufferings which his attachment to our Government has 
drawn on him. He is likewiſe with the Rhanna. 
| I have the honour to be, &c. 

Camp, Bijee Ghorr, | n 

12 November, 1781. (Signed) Wm, POPHAM. 


Extrel 


Extrall of Letter from the Governor General to Major Pep- 
am, dated Chunar, 14th November, 1781. 4. 


I haye received your letter of the 12th, and fincerely con- 
7 you on the eaſy conqueſt which you have made of 
idjygur. | | 8 6-64 
— me great concern, that the licentiouſneſs of any 
perſons under your command ſhould have given cauſe to 
complain of the infringement of the ſmalleſt article of the 
capitulation in favour of the mother of Cheyt Sing and 
her dependants. I hope you will diſcover the offenders, 
and oblige them to make reſtitution, and alſo puniſh them 
in the moſt exemplary manner, I rely on your humanity 
and juſtice to make her all the recompence in your power, 
by a ſcrupulous attention to enforce the performance of the 
Temaining ſtipulations in her favour, 
|  Bearers, coolies, and other conveyances, have been or- 
dered for the women and their effects. The mother of 
Cheyt Sing, her family and attendants, may reſide wherever 
ſhe pleaſes, and ſhe ſhall be put in pofleflion of ſuch houſes 
as are her own immediate property. 


Extradt of Letter from Major Popham to the Governor General, 
dated Camp, near Bijee Gur, 16th November, 1781. 


Yeſterday evening I was honoured by your letter, with- 
out date, too late to reply to it by the return of the Dawk. _ 
My moſt earneſt endeavours have been uſed in performing 
every article of the treaty of capitulation in favour of the 
mother of Cheyt Sing; and ſhe will have the whole of, if 
not more than thoſe effects, &c. which were agreed to be 
given up. I haye provided as 2 bearers, doolies, and 
other conveyances, as will ſuffice for her journey to Be- 
nares, which ſhe began this day, accompanied, at her own 
particular requeſt, by Captain Scott and Cantoo Baboo. I 
could have wiſhed her to remain a day or two longer, till 
more conveniencies could have been provided ; but as ſhe 
was exceedingly anxious to move, I did not think it adviſe» 
able to prevent her, | 5 


BEJYGUR PRIZE MONEY, 
Letter from Mr. Haſtings to Major Popham. 


Sir, | 
F HAVE received your letter of the 12th, and ſincerely 


congratulate you on the eaſy conqueſt which you have 
made of Bidjygur. DET PER | k 


. 
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It gives me great concern that the licentiouſaeſs of any 
perſons under yaur command ſhould have given cauſe to 
complain of the infringement of the ſmalleſt article of the 
capitulation in favour of the mother of Cheyt Sing, and 
her dependents. I hope you will diſcover the offenders, 

and oblige them to make reſtitution, and alſo puniſh them 
 in'the moſt N manner. I rely on your humanity 
and juſtice to make her all the recompence in your power, 
by a ſcrupulous attention to enforce the performance of the 
remaining ſtipulations in her favour. n 
.  Bearers, eoolies, and other conveyances have been or- 
dered for the women and their effects. The mother of 
Cheyt Sing, her family, and attendagts, may reſide where“ 
yer ihe pleaſes, and ſhe ſhall be put in poſſeſſion of ſuch 
houſes as are her own immediate property, 

The ſubject on which I am now to write is a very diſ- 
agreeable and painful one, but indiſpenſable. I have re- 
ceived information, which though private, is certainly au- 
thentic, that you have already diſtributed one diyidend of 
the treaſure found in Bidjygur among the officers. and 
troops on the ſpot. If this be true, | «m very ſorry for 
it ; as on many conſiderations it appears to me that ſuch 
| diſtribution is premature. I apprehend that it is a propo- 
fition not to be diſputed, that every thing acquired by the 
arms of a State belonging to the State which employed 
thoſe arms: by charters and acts of Parliament the ſole 
right to all the co moe or captures made by the Com- 

y's arms is veſted in the Company,—lt was however 
my intention to have uſed my utmoſt authority and influ- 
ence to have obtained, for the troops engaged in the ſervice 
againſt Cheyt Sing, the whole booty which might be found 
in Bidjygur, or other places: I regarded it as the due re- 
ward of their ſervices, and recompence of their ſufferings, 
but I never meant that they ſhould ſeize it and ſcramble for 
it. Beſides, if the actual right was in the army at a time 
lke this, when the exigencies of the Company are ſo great, 
ſurely they might have expected to have benefited by the 
immediate uſe of it as a loan, I had, I muſt own, ſuch 
confidence in your diſcretion, that I did expect, if the 
treaſure found in the fort ſhould prove very conſiderable, 
you would not have proceeded to any diſtribution of it, 
until you had reported the amount to the board, and ob- 
tained their ſanction for appropriating it to the troops, or 
at leaſt that you would have repreſented it to me, as I am 
ſo near you. | 

It gives me ſtill greater concern to learn, that you have 
excluded from any benefit in this valuable capture all the 
troops not immediately acting in the fiege of Bidjygur. I 
have received a ſtrong repreſentation from the officers of 
Major Whitg's regiment, of their claim to an equal _= 

N : | | with 
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with the troops compoſing your detachment. And when 
J confider the ſervices and ſufferings of that regiment, I 
cannot help being of opinion that their title is good: you 
will recollect that it was the firſt employed, and was ex- 
poſed in two actions where only danger and honour were to 

expected; that it marched to our relief at Benaris, and 
has ever ſince been. furniſhing detachments and eſcorts to 
facilitate the ſucceſs of your operations : ſurely neither 
Juſtice nor generoſity will admit that a partial diſtribution 
of benefits ſhould take place amongſt corps engaged in the 
ſame ſervice, and co-operating to the ſame effect, becauſe 
a part of them happen to be employed at a diſtance from 
the place where ſuch benefits are immediately obtained. - It 
will hardly be fuppoſed by thoſe claimants that you could 
have overlooked their pretenſions, or not have expected 
that they would have urged them; and they will interpret 
ſo precipitate a diviſion of the booty into a defign of pre- 
cluding them from any ſhare in it. Whatever may be the 
decifion of the Board reſpecting the treaſure in queſtion, 
the claim of the 6th regiment is unqueſtionably as juſt as 
that of the actual captors. I muſt therefore require of you 
to ſuſpend any further dividend or diſtribution until the 
orders of the Board reſpecting it are received; and I deſire 
you will order and require the officers who have already. 
ſhared, to refund the fums which they have reſpectively re- 
ceived ; and acquaint them, if they do not, they will be 
reſponſible to Government, and that fuch futns, as well 
as what ſhall remain,.are and muſt be ſubject to the final 
deciſion of the Board, | 

Let me add, as a ſuggeſtion worth our attention, that if 
you do perfiſt to decide by your own authority on the 
claims of the captures, you may, and I foretel} that this 
will aſſuredly prove ſo, withdraw the queſtion from our 
immediate Government to make it a national concern. 
You might have expected every partial regard from the 
Board (for myſelf eſpecially, who have been a perſonal 
object of your operations) which we could legally ſtow ; 
and whatever we had decreed on ſo meritorious an occafion 
would have received the undoubted approval of the Com- 
pany, wich whom it would have finally reſted; or have 
fallen, with their diſpleaſure, if they had not approved it, 
on us alone, 2 f EE 

Chunar, TI am, &c. 

14th Nov. 1781. (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


\, Extra@ of Bengal General Conſultations, the 22d March, 1784. 
READ the following letter and report from the Com- 
5 Te 


pany's Attorney: 


LEES 


Papers relating to Charge III. Parts r, 2, and 3. 157 
To William Bruere, Eſq. Secretary, &c.' 
Sir, ak | ns 
I requeſt you will pleaſe to fubmit the incloſed report of 
the 517 7 of the 1 in the cauſe of the Company 
againſt Major Balfour, to the Honourable Board, and ac- 
quaint me if it is their pleaſure that I ſhould proceed to 
obtain payment of the amount of the decree and coſts 
from Major Balfour. | | 
EP | I am, Sir, &c. 
Calcutta, (Signed) GEO. WROUGHTON, 
23d Dec. 1783. Attor. for the Hon, Company. 


0 - 


In the cauſe the Company 
5 


V 
Major Arther Balfour. 


The Report of the Company's Attorney. 

This cauſe was heard on Saturday the twenty-ſecond 
day of November, and the Court decreed in favour of the 
Company. Of the opinions delivered upon that occaſion 
by the Judges, the Company's Attorney, think it his duty 
at this time to make the following report, | | 
The Chief Juſtice, as ſoon as the evidence was cloſed 
on both ſides, expreſſed great concern that a caſe of this 
kind ſhould have come before the Court, after the great 
and glorious ſervices that the army had performed in quell- 
ing the rebellion of Cheyt Sing; that he conſidered the 
propoſition in one of the Governor's letters produced in the 
cauſe, ** that 2g N in war belong to the State who 
employed the force,” as clear and deciſive ; and that the 
Company ought to be conſidered as the Truſtees of the na- 
tion for the plunder taken by their forces, who are ſubject 
to the State of Great Britain; that as to the aſſertion made 
by the Counſel for the Defendant, that the action ſhould 
% have been brought againſt the Governor General,” he 
was clearly of opinion that they could not ſupport ſuch a 
claim againſt him, unleſs he had given the money to the 
army by public order, not uader private opinion or inti- 
mations ; and that he was of opimon the Company could 
ſupport their claim againſt Major Balfour {although he 
acted under Major Popham) as well as all the other officers 
who received the plunder, as it came wrongfully to their 
poſſeſſion, Upon the caſe itſelf he ſaid, he doubted as to 
the legality of a delegation of power by the Council to a 
Gngle Member; but that he thought it unneceſſary to de- 
termine that point in the preſent caſe ; that he thought, 
nevertheleſs, the public order announcing that delegation 
| a very 


Governor's private intention to give the plunder to 
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a material ingredient in the cauſe ; and that he under- 
ſtood it to go no further than to give the command of the 
army beyond the provinces, to the Governor General, but 
not to extend ſo far as to veſt a power in him to give away 
the property of the Company, or even a reward to the 
troops; but that ſuppoſing the Governor General to have 
had full power under that order, the queſtion ſtill remains 
whether he had actually given the property in queſtion, 
or not, To eſtabliſh this point, two letters of the 
Governor General's had been read, which appeared 

to be very ſtrong, if ſtanding by themſelves, * with- 
out. the Governor General's own conſtruction upon 
them. The Governor in his evidence ſays, he intended 
the whole booty ſhould have been for the benefit of the 
troops engaged in the war with Cheyt Sing, not as a right, 
but as a reward; and that he meant to intereſt himſelf as 


far as his influence with the Council would go, to that 
effect: that it was very extraordinary that thoſe letters 


ſhould be conſtructed into an order; that though Major 
Popham might have been juſtified in thinking it was the 

e 
army, yet that his letters upon the ſubje& were 3 
not meant to be made public, nor were they intended to 
convey an order; for that if they were, they ought to have 
been publiſhed to the army in general; that the ſtile of 
them was private, and meant to be confidential—they be- 
gin, he believes, with the words, „Dear Popham,” and 
in one of them he has 2 Major Popham to ſend 
Major Craufurd's troops to Ramgurr, if not wanted, not 
ordered him ſo to do. The Chief Juſtice obſerved alſo, 
that in another of his letters he deſires Major Popham to 
receive the fort, as well as the treaſure, for the benefit of 
hinſelf and his detachment ; and here the Chief Juſtice 
aſked, ©* was this giving up the right of the Company to 


„tlie fort as well as to the treaſure ?*””—He proceeded to 


obſerve, that he thought a propoſition advanced by Mr. 
Davies, That he, Governor, could not give up the 
legal rights of the Company,” ftrifly juft ; and that he 
might have gone further, for that if even the Eaſt India 
Company had directed the money to be diſtributed, not 
knowing that they were the perſons legally entitled to it, 
they could afterwards have a right to reclaim it, upon bein 
better adviſed, and upon diſcovering that the right was in 
themſelves ; that with reſpe& to the haſte in diſtribution, 
it appeared that there had been no intimation given of it 
to the Governor Generel till after it had been made, it a 
pearing upon the evidence that Major Popham iſſued the 
orders for that purpoſe on the ſame day on which the fort 
was taken; and that in the courſe of the two 3 
8 | ys 


we 


intended to be appealed, and was therefore glad that the ſum 
was ſufficient to enable the parties to appeal ; that he had 
no doubt the Company were entitled to the plunder, inde- 


— of the charter, under the regulating act of par- 
iament. That if there had been no ſuch act, the right 


would have been in the Crown; and that he wiſhed the 
army had waited to take the treaſure as a reward, as no right 
exiſted in them to take it. 

T hat be thought the action properly brought againſt Ma- 


| jor Balfour, becauſe Major Popham had acquieſced in the 


propoſition made by the Council, but that Major Balfour 
was at the head of thoſe who had oppoſed it, 


— —  — 
RoniltLla PrIizE MonEy., 


To Colonel Alexander Champion, Commander in Chief of the 
| Forces under the Preſidency. ſo 
Sir, : 

THE Honourable the Prefident and Sele& Committee 
having thought proper to refer to our conſideration your 
letter to the Prefident of the 8th inſtant, with a copy of the 
Vizier's incloſed, informing him of a donation of ſeven lacks 
of rupees, granted by the Vizier to the army in actual ſer- 
vice under your command, by his obligation payable in fix 
months, we have choſen to avoid any diſcuſhon on the 
N. this meaſure, as we find ourſelves precluded 
from a decifion upon it by an expreſs clauſe in the late act 
of parliament tranſmitted us by the Honourable the Court 
of Directors, which prohibits the ſervants of the Company, 
civil or military, from receiving any preſents, upon any 
3 whatſoever. For your better information, we fend 
end you incloſed a copy of the ſaid clauſe, which will 
doubtleſs appear to you a ſufficient reaſon for us to refuſe 
our aſſent to the acceptance of this gift. 


Fort William, 
the 2gth Auguſt, 1774. We are, with eſteem, &c. 
To Colonel Champion, &c. 
Dear Sir, | 


I Received your favour of the 8th inſtant on the 27th, 
23 I was on the point of diſpatching letters, which I had 
already written and cloſed, to the Vizier, the Reſident, and 
yourſelf, on the ſubje& of the Vizier's intentions, com- 
municated to me by Mr. Nath, Middleton, to reward the 


ſervices 


. 
. 
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days the proportions were adjuſted even before the amount 
5 been aſcertained : That he underftood the cauſe was 
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ſervices of the Brigade in the manner in which your lettef 
informs me he has fince carried into etecutioſi. Your letter, 
placing the ſubjeCt in a new point of view, determined me 
to ſuſpend my diſpatches until I had taken the ſenſe of the 
Members of the Committee upon their contents. By their 
advice I now forward to you the letter which I had before 

prepared; and am authorized by Meſſrs. Alderſey and Da- 
eres to declare, that they concur with me in the ſentiments 
therein expreſſed. Your letter 1 have laid before them in 
Select Committee, and it was agreed to refer it to the Coun- 
eil at large, 'as we did not think ourſelves, as a Committee, 
authorized to give our aſſent to the donation; The mode 
of it not being ſtrictly conformable to the paſt reſolutions 
of the Board, nor (conſidered in reſpeQ to the time) to the 
order of the Court of Directors; it was accordingly referred, 
and the Board readily conſented to give their ſanction to the 


Vizier's donation, and to — the troops to receive it. 


But they could not help diſapproving of the manner in 
which this tranſaction had been conducted, for the follow- 
ing reaſons ;—Becauſe it-was more the appearance of 4 Ai — 

ulation made for future ſervices, than à return of gratitude 
bor paſt—Becauſe, by the declaration of the Vizier, which 


provides againſt a refuſal on my part, and by your own - 


publication of his intention to the army, notwithſtanding: 


the reſerve admitted of the ſanction of Government, the 
Government is in effect precluded from deciding upon it— 


And becauſe, in both theſe points of view, the donation is 
repugnant to the ſenſe of the Court of Directors, in the 
orders above alluded to. In this manner the Board had 
formed their determination ; but it did not then occur to 
us to conſult the new act of parliament, a ſurmiſe on this 
ſubject was only ſuggeſted before we broke up. Upon a re- 
ference, however, to it, I was much diſappointed, and ſor- 
ry to find that our intentions were entirely defeated, by a 


clauſe in the act, to be in force after the 1ſt of Auguſt, 1774, 


which deprives us of the power to grant, and expreſsly pro- 


hibits the army to receive, the Nabob's intended donation. 


I incloſe a copy of this clauſe, although I make no doubt 
of your having received the act from your correſpondents. 


Agreeable to the poſitive ſenſe of this clauſe, notwithſtand- 


ing it is expreſſed individually, there is not a doubt but the 


army is included, with all other perſons, in the prohibition 
for receiving preſents or donations ; a confirmation of which 
is, that in the clauſe of exceptions, wherein © Counſellors 
at Law, Phyſicians, Surgeons, and Chaplains, are per- 
«© mitted to receive the fees annexed to their profeſſion,” 
no mention whatever is made by any latitude given to the 
army, or any circumſtance wherein it would be allowable 
for them to receive preſents, This point it ſeems 2 

_ ticularly 


* 


* 
* 
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ticularly debated in the Houſe : Lord Clive ſtated the caſes 
wherein he thought it would be proper and neceſſary to al- 
low the army to receive gratuities or preſents ; but his rea- 
ſoning was overruled, and no exception admitted in favour 
of the army. This unlucky diſcovery of an excluſion by 
act of parlament, which admits of no abatement or evaſion 
wherever its authority,extends, renders a reviſal of our pro- 
ceedings neceſſary, and leaves no option to our deciſion. It 
is not like the ordinances of the Court of Directors, where 
a favourable conſtruction may be put, and ſome room is 
left for the interpoſition of the authority veſted in ourſelves, 
but poſitive and deciſive, admitting neither of refinement 
nor miſconſtruction: I ſhould be happy if in this inſtance, 
a method could be deviſed of ſetting the act aſide, which I 
ſhould moſt willingly embrace ; but, in my opinion, an 
oppoſition would be to incur the penalty, The moſt eli- 
gible plan that I can think of in the preſent circumſtances, 
is, for the adminiſtration to receive the ſum intended by the 
Vizier as a donation to the brigade, and depoſit it in the 
Company's caſh; to proceed to the calculation of the pro- 
portion due to each individual of the army; to make a 
public record of the name of every perſon entitled to a 
ſhare, with the exact ſum ſpecified which is due to him, 
by which means, if the donation ſhould be admitted, the 
right and property of every individual will be exactly aſcer- 
tained and fixed, beyond the poſſibility of any future event 
to alter e qually recoverable, whether he may be in the 
ſervice, or removed from it, and in caſe of death, attain- 
able to the heirs or executors of the deceaſed. This appears 
to me the beſt expedient for the intereſt of the army; but 
as I do not know your ſentiments upon it, nor the general 
ſenſe of the army, I have not offered it to the public con- 
fideration of the Board—the propoſal, if approved, will 
come with the greateſt propriety from you; and I can ven- 
ture to aſſure you, that the Members of Adminiſtration 
will readily adopt it, and that they will ſtrongly recommend 
the Vizier's donation to the approbation of the Court of 
Directors; or if the power of granting acceptance ſhould 
not be veſted in them, that the parliament may be pEt1'ion- 
ed in favour of their army. As I confidently hogs that the 
iſſue of ſuch an application would be favourable, the only | 
inconvenience to the army will be the delay in the payment 
of their ſhares, which I ſhall endeavour to. prevent from 
becoming a lo's to them, by propoſing the payment of in- 
tereſt for the loan of their money to the Company.— Since 
writing the firſt part of this letter, the Board have recon- 
ſidered the ſubject of the donation z and as it appears to 
them that their former reſolutions, with their remarks upon 
the mode of accepting the donation, might ſuggeſt argu- 

Vor. I, M ments 
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ments to invalidate the claim of the army, which now muſt 
reſt upon a reference home, they agreed to give up every 
conſideration reſpecting the tranſaction of this buſineſs to 
the intereſt of the army, and to ſuppreſs every circumſtance 
that might affect their plea with the Court of Directors; 
reſting the matter ſolely upon the act of parliament, and 
entirely obliterating their former proceedings. You will 
with this receive a letter from the Board, and with it a 
copy of the clauſe of the act of parliament, which prevents 
me from ſending it, as I have mentioned above. — 
Fort William, I am, dear Sir, 
the 31ſt Auguft, 1774. Your moft obedient ſervant, 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
Received September 22d 


__—— — ———©— 


INFORMATION, IN OBEDIENCE TO THE 2d, 3d, AND 
4th Oa D ERS oF THE HoNoukABLc Housx, DATED 
24 DIE MazT11, 1786. 


Veneris, 24 Die Martii, 1786 *, 


Ordered, 

THAT the Di:eftors of the Eaſt India Company do 
lay before this houſe, a copy of any proceedings they might 
have held at the India Houſe in the year 1779, in conſe- 
quence of a reſolution taken by the Governor General on 
the 9th July, 1778, to demand from Cheyt Sing five lacks 
of rupees, as his proportion of the expence incurred by the 
war with France; that they do alſo {ſpecify at what time 
they received the account of this demand, and at what time 
they received the Secret Conſultations of the Bengal Go- 
vernment of the 28th of September, 1778: And alſo, a 
copy of any orders ſent to Bengal, or proceedings, obſerva- 
tions, or proteſts of the Court of Directors, or of any of the 
Directors that may appear upon the Minutes of the Court, 
either upon the receipt of the ſecret letter from Bengal of 
the 17th of Auguſt, 1778, or in conſequence of Mr. Hat 
ings having recorded it as his opinion, in the ſecret conſulta- 
tions of the 28th of September, 1778, that «+ Mr. Fowke's 
«© inſtruCtions related only, to the fixed and annual revenue, 
but could never be underſtood to preclude that right 
„ which every Government inherently poſſeſſes, to com- 
«* pel all its dependencies to contribute, by extraordinary 
2 — to the relief of extrordinary emergencies,” 


* Meved by Major Scott, 


Order, 
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Ordered, | 
That the Directors of the Eaſt India Company do lay 
before this houſe, a 9 of any proceedings they may 
have held at the India Houſe in conſequence of a reſo- 
lution taken by the Government General of Bengal, on the 
19th of July, 1779, to require from Cheyt Sing five lacks 
of rupees as his proportion of the expence incurred by the 
war with France for that 17 * that they do alſo ſpecify at 
what period they received the ſecret Bengal conſultations 
upon the ſubject of the above demand, and when they re- 
ceived the ſecret letter from Bengal of the 13th of March, 
1780, which informed them that the demand had been en- 
forced by the march of two battalions of Sepoys to Benares, 
and that the Rajah had been compelled to defray the ex- 
pence of this detachment : that the Directors. be further re- 
quired to lay before this houſe, a copy of any orders that 
were ſent to Bengal on this ſubject in 178 or 1781, or of 
the obſervations or protgſts of the Court of Directors, or 
of any of the DireQors, in conſequence of thoſe pro- 
ceedings in Bengal. 
Ordered, 
That the Directors of the Eaſt India Company do lay 
before this Houſe, a copy of any proceedings they may have 
held at the India Houſe, in conſequence of a demandmade 
by the Government General of Bengal upon Cheyt Sing, 
on the 22d of June, 1780, for five lacks of rupees, as his 
ſhare of the expence of the war for that year ; that they be 
direQed to inform the houſe at what period the advices rela- 
tive to this ſubje& were received by them, and what orders 
were ſent to Bengal in the year 1781, in conſequence of the 
information contained in the ſecret letter from Bengal, of 
the ſteps taken in that year to enforce Cheyt Sing to pay 
the five lacks of rupees ; alſo copies of the obſervations an 
proteſts of the Court of Directors, or of any of the Directors, 
made in conſequence of the information tranſmitted from 
Bengal, relative to Cheyt Sing in 1780. 
J. HATSELL. 
on Clk. Dom. Com, 
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The ſecret letters from Bengal, dated the 17th of V u- 
guſt 1778, was received by the Eagle, the 11th April, 1779. 
The ſecret conſulations of gth July, 1778, were received 
per Eagle, the 12th April, 1779. 
The ſecret conſulations of 28th September, 1778, re- 
| ceived per Godfrey, the 26th December, 1779 : And the 
Secret conſultations of the 19th July; 1779, received 
per Swallow, 28th July, 1780 
There is no ſecret letter of 13th March, 1780, but a 
public letter of that date, received par Ceres, the 21ſt of 
, M 2 January 


„„ 


— 
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January, 1781. The ſecret letter by that diſpatch is dated 
the 15th of March. | 

It is the ſecret letter of the 29th Nov. 1780, received by 
the Fox the 19th October, 1781, which mentions that 
compulſive meaſures had been uſed to oblige Cheyt Sing to 
acquieſce in the demand for five lacks made on him the 22d 
of June, 1780. But there was no proceedings had in con- 
ſequence of the receipt of theſe advices, or any orders ſent 


to Bengal. 
—_VW_O____—— 


BENARES DooRBEJEY SING. 


Extract of Bengal Secret C 1 the 4th December, 
f 1782. | 
THE Secretary having received the following minute 
with the letter incloſed in it, from the Governor General, 
they were circulated agreeable to his inſtructions. 
Governor General, 27th November, 1782. 
I defire the Secretary to lay the accompanying letters 
from Mr, Markham before the Board, and requeſt that or- 
ders may be immediately ſent to him concerning the ſub- 
jects contained in them. It may be neceſſary to inform the 
Board, that on repeated information from Mr. Markham, 
which indeed was confirmed to me beyond a doubt by other 
channels, and by private aſſurances which I could truſt, 
that the affairs of that province were likely to fall into the 
greateſt confuſion, from the miſcondu& of Baboo Doork- 
bejey Sing, whom I had appointed the Naib; fearing the 
dangerous conſequences of a delay, and being at too great 
a diſtance to conſult the Members of the Board, who I 
knew could repoſe that confidence in my local knowledge, 
as to admit of this occaſional exerciſe of my own ſeparate 
authority, I wrote to Mr. Markham the letter to which he 
alludes, dated 29th September laſt, of which I now lay be- 
fore the Board a copy. The firſt of the accompanying let- 
ters from Mr. Markham arrived at a time when a ſevere re- 
turn of my late illneſs obliged me, by the advice of my 
phyſicians, to leave Calcutta for the benefit of the country 
air, and prevented me from bringing it earlier before the 
notice of the Board. It had indeed been my intention, but 
for the ſame cauſe, to have requeſted the inſtructions of the 
Board for the conduct of Mr. Markham in the difficulties 
which he had to encounter immediately after the date of my 
letter to him, and to have recommended the ſubſtance of it 
for an order of the Board, of which indeed I had given him 
expeQation ; and this will account for his letter ot the 24th 
October, ſtating the ſubject, without any reference to the 
orders which I had given him; and for his ſubſequent let- 
e.s referring to my orders, for what he had done 2 
dilence 
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dience to them, and in default of orders from the Board— 
I do now moſt earneſtly recommend that the Board will be 
leaſed to confirm the appointment which Mr. Markham 
E made, and to direct him to exact from Baboo Doork- 
bejey Sing with the utmoſt rigour, every rupee of the collec- 
tions which it ſhall appear that he has made andnot brought 
to account ; and either to confine him at Benares, or to ſend 
him a priſoner to Chunar, and keep him in confinement 
until he ſhall have diſcharged the whole of the amount due 
from him. | 
I feel myſelf, and may be allowed on ſuch an occaſion to 
acknowledge it, perſonally hurt at the ingratitude of this 
man, and the diſcredit which his ill conduct has thrown on 
my appointment of him. In my own juſtification it will be 
ſufficient to recur to the remembrance of my aſſigned mo- 
tive for his appointment. The Rajah himſelf, ſcarcely ar- 
rived at the verge of manhood, was in underſtanding but 
little advanced beyond the term of childhood, and it had 
been the policy of Cheyt Sing to keep him equally ſecluded 
from the world and from buſineſs. It was — * indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary to depute ſome perſon for the manage- 
ment of his affairs, and no one certainly could appear ſo fit 
for this truſt as his own father, whoſe external appearance 
and behaviour, and the mode of his education (which qua- 
lities were all that could be yet known of his — 
ſeemed beſides to qualify him for that charge. He has de- 
ceived me; he has offended againſt the Government which 
I then repreſented, and merits at leaſt the puniſhment of a 
rigid exaction of its dues, and, in my opinion, a forfeiture 
of its bounties. As he was allowed a jagheer of a very 
liberal amount, to enable him to maintain a ſtate and con- 
ſequence ſuitable both to the relation in which he ſtood to 
the Rajah, and the high office which had been aſſigned to 
him, and ſufficient alſo to free him from the temptation of 
little and mean peculations, it 1s therefore my opinion, and 
I recommend that Mr. Markham be ordered to diveſt him 
of his jagheer. and re-unite it to the Maulguzary, or the 
land paying it's revenue through the Rajah to the Company. 
The oppoſition made by the Rajah, and the old Rannee, 
both equally incapable of judging for themſelves, do cer- 
tainly originate from ſome ſecret influence which ought to 
be checked by a decided and peremptory declaration of the 
authority of the Board, and a denunciation of their diſ- 
pleaſure at their preſumption. If they can be induced to 
yield the appearance of a chearful acquieſcence in the new 
arrangement, and to adopt it as a meaſure formed with their 
983 it would be better than that it ſhould be done 
y a declared act of compulſion; but at all events it ought 
to be done. In the management of this buſineſs I would re- 
f M 3 commend 
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commend that the Board truſt to Mr. Markham's diſcre- 
tion for the execution of their orders. 

I muſt beg leave farther to recommend that Mr. Mark- 
ham be authorized to grant the Khelaut for the Niabut to 
Baboo Jaggar Deo Sing, and to carry into execution the other 
points of my letter of the 2gth September. The inſtitution 
of the new offices therein recommended will effeQually 
guard againſt the embezzlements and concealed practices 
which the example of Doorkbijey Sing may ſuggeſt to others 


intruſted with that charge. | 
WARREN HASTINGS. 


Nia Serai, September 29th, 1782. 

I have received your letter of the 8th inſtant, and am no 
leſs pleaſed with your conduct than I am diſſatisfied with 
that of Doorbijey Sing. I am thoroughly convinced of 
his incapacity, and of the neceſſity of removing him. 
Your recommendation of Ally Ibrahim Khawn gives me 
pleaſure; I conſider it as a confirmation of his worth, and 
as an additional proof of yours, that you have conceived 
a friendſhip for the man who from the nature of his office 
might poſſibly have been to many others in your ſituation 
an object of jealouſy. For the reaſons you have aſſigned, 
I think he cannot with propriety accept the Neabut, and for 
the ſame reaſons I ſhould be unwilling to make him a Siza- 
wal; it is an invidious office, inferior in point of dignity 
even to that of Naib, and invariably expoſes the perſon 
who poſſeſſes it to the ill-will, not only of his immediate 
ſuperior in his diſtri, but of all over whom his authority 
extends : The poſt he already fills is as laborious as it 1s 
uſeful and important; not only perfect leiſure, but popular 
eſteem is in ſome meaſure neceſſary to the perfect diſcharge 
of its duties, and I ſhould be very ſorry to give him an 
employment that might contribute to rob him of either. 
Avail yourſelf however of his experience and abilities upon 
all occaſions where they can be of ſervice to you in your 
public buſineſs, and particularly upon the arrangements 
which this letter will authorize you to make“. 

I need not tell you, my dear Sir, that I poſſeſs a very 
high opinion of your abilities, and that I repoſe the utmoſt 
confidence in your integrity : The whole of your condu& 


* Left it ſhould be ſuſpected that Mr. Markham's recom- 
mendation of Aly Ibrahim Cawn was produced by his knowledge 
of Ally Ibrahim Cawn's wiſhes to be employed in the charge of 
the collections, I think it proper to mention that I received a lei- 
ter from him a very ſhort time after mine was written, contain- 
ing his u to the charge which Mr. Markham wiſhed ta 
alſign to bim, in ſubſtance exaelly ſimilar to my own. 
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ſince our acquaintance has ſerved to impreſs me with 
theſe ſentiments, and mine I hope has proved that I enter- 
tain them, From your long reſidence at Benares, and from 
the part you have had in the buſineſs of that Zemindary, 
you muſt certainly beſt know the men who are moſt capa- 

le and deſerving of public employment. From among 
theſe I authorize you to nominate a Naib to the Rajah in 
the room of Doorbijey Sing, whom on account of his ill 
conduct I think it neceſſary to diſmiſs from that office. It 
will hardly be neceſſary to except Ooſſaun Sing from the 
deſcription of men to whom I have limited your choice, 
yet it may not be improper to apprize you that I will on no 
terns conſent to his being Naib. In forming the arrange» 
ments conſequent upon this new appointment, I requeſt 
you will, as far as you can with propriety, adopt thoſe 
which were in uſe during the life of Bulwant Sing, ſo far 
at leaſt as to have diſtinct offices for diſtin& purpoſes, inde- 
pendeat of each other, and with proper men at the head of 
each, ſo that one office may detect or prevent any abuſes or 
irregularities in the others, and together form a ſyſtem of 
reciprocal checks. Upon that principle I defire you will in 
particular eſtabliſh, under whatever names, one office of 
receipts and another of treaſury ; the officers of both muſt 
be reſponſible for the truſt and regularity of their reſpective 
accounts, but not ſubjeQ in the ſtatement of them to the 
controul or interference of the Rajah or Naib, nor ſhould 
they be removeable at pleaſure, but for manifeſt miſconduct 
only. At the head of one or other of theſe offices I could 
wiſh to ſee the late Buxey Rogoſher Dyall. His conduct 
in his former office, his behaviour on the revolt of Cheit 
Sing, and particularly at the fall of Bidjeygur, together 
with his general character, prove him worthy of employ- 
ment, and of the notice of our Government, It is poſſible 
that he may have objections to holding an office under the 
preſent Rajah—offer him one however, and let him know 
that you do ſo by my directions. In forming theſe arrange- 
ments do not wholly negle& the Rajah ; conſult with him 
in appearance, but in appearance only: His fituation re- 
quires that you ſhould do that much, but his youth and 
inexperience forbid that you ſhould do more. 

With reſpe& to Doorbijey Sing, he has diſnonoured my 
choice of him. It now only remains for me to guard 
againſt the ill effects of his miſconduR, to deteR and puniſh 
it,—To this end I defire that the officers to be appointed in 
conſequence of theſe inſtructions do, with as much accu- 
racy and expedition as poſſible, make out an account of the 
receipts, diſburſements, and tranſactions of Doc: bijey Sing 
during the time he has ated as Naib of the Zemindar of 
Benares ; and I defire you will in my name aſſure him that 

| M 4 unleſs, 
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unleſs he pays at the limited time every rupee of the revenue 
due to the Company, his life ſhall anſwer for the default. 
I need not caution you to provide againſt his flight, and 
the removal of his effects. i 


Jam, &c. * | 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


The letters which follow were alſo circulated with the 
above minute, | 


Benares, 24th October, 1782. 
To the H;nourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, &c. &c. &c] 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have delayed ſending to you the accounts treaſury for 
the month of September, as I have yet only received from 
Rajah Myipnarain the fum of 155,000 rupees, in part pay- 
ment of the kiſt of Bahdown, due to the 21ſt ultimo. 

The month of Aſſin is now elapſed, and I ſee no proba- 
bility of his ſpeedily completing the balance due on account 
walguzarry of the laſt year. I have in the ſtrongeſt terms 
repreſented to the Naib Durbeetzy Sing the impropriety of 
his conduR, and the ruin which muſt attend him, if thus 
acting contrary to my advice, he wilfully abuſes the truſt 
repoſed in him by your Honourable Board. He cannot 
plead inability, for I am confident that he has ready caſh 
now by him more than ſufficient to anſwer every demand. 

I am ſorry that my duty obliges me to mention to your 
Honourable Board my apprehenfions of a fevere loſs ac- 
cruing to the Honourable Company, if Baboo Durbeetzy 
Sing is continued in the Naibur during the prefent year. 
I ground my fears on the knowledge I have bad of his miſ- 
management, the bad choice he has made of his Aumils, 
the miſtruſt which they have of him, and the ſeveral com- 
plaints which have been preferred to me by the Ryotts of 
almoſt every Purgunnah in the Zemindarry. I did not 
chooſe to waſte the time of your Honourable Board, in 
liſtening to my repreſentations of his inattentions to the 
complaints of oppreſſion, which were made to him by his 
Ryotts, as I hoped' that a letter he received from the Ho- 
nourable Governor General would have had weight ſuffi- 
cient to have made him more regular in his buſineſs, and 
more careful of his fon's - intereſt, I am ſorry to obſerve 
that it was but a ten porary remedy to the evil. 

During a courſe of two months illneſs he was incapable 
of tranſacting any buſineſs whatſoever. In the moſt preſ- 
ſing letters I repeatedly enjoined him to appoint either one 
of his brothers, or ſome confidential ſervant, for the ſet- 
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tling the accounts of his Aumils, and for receiving the kiſts 
due from them. I imagine he will find himſelf a very 
confiderable loſer by neglecting this advice. 

An innate ſloth in his diſpoſition, ſtudied procraſtination 
in every buſineſs where application and diſpatch are neceſ- 
fary, mark him as unfit for the preſent ſtation to which he 
has been elevated by his alliance with the old family of Bul- 
want Sing, and the regard which the Honourable — 
General paid to the obvious idea of the father's being the 
moſt proper perſon for the management of the ſon's Air 

I intended to have repreſented theſe circumſtances to your 
Honourable Board ſome weeks ago, but was prevented by 
a ſevere intermittent fever, which confined me to my bed. 

I acquainted Mr. Day, the Paymaſter to Sir John Cum- 
ming's detachment, that I had your directions for advancing 
three months pay ; but he required only two lacks of ru- 

s, for which I have taken his drafts on the Military - 
aymaſter General. | | 

| I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

WILLIAM MARKHAM, Reſident. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

The loſs which would accrue upon the year's collections, 
if ſome immediate ſtep had not been taken, has obliged me 
to put in force the orders which I received from the Ho- 
nourable the Governor General, in a letter dated 29th of 
September; and which I at that time delayed to do, hoping 
that the difference of a few days would occaſion no detri- 
ment in the collections, and that I ſhould be able to per- 
ſuade the Naib Deerbeetzy Sing to pay up the balances of 
his laſt year's mulguzary. I have been deceived in the lat- 
ter of my expectations, and find Deerbeetzy Sing more ob- 
ſtinate than ever in withholding the balance of his Bahdoor 
kiſt, two lacks of which only have as yet been received. 
It is neceſſary that I ſhould make one obſervation to you, 
that I am confirmed in an opinion which I formerly had, 
but which I could not with propriety mention to your Ho- 
nourable Board, that it never was Durbeetzy Sing's intention 
to hold the country longer than throughout the Fuſſulee year 
one thouſand one hundred and eighty-nine. My reaſon is 
as follows: — He has often expreſſed a diſguſt that the coun- 
try ſhould be given to him on harder terms than thoſe on 
which the late Cheyt Sing held it; and you will obſerve 
that he has this year only paid twenty-ſeven lacks twenty- 
ſeven thouſand rupees, which is nearly the amount of what 
Rajah Cheyt Sing's tribute was after the five lacks on his 
contribution towards the expences of the war was levied 
upon him. I am confident, and hope I ſhall be able to 
prove, that he has collected at leaſt forty lacks * 

| N 
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Raje. I have therefore, in conſequence of the Honourable 
the Governor General's orders, ſent him a letter, inform- 
ing that he is diſmiſſed from his former employment; a 
tranſlation of which I have the honour to incloſe. I thought 
it proper that Dubeetzy Sing ſhould be put under a gentle 
confinement until I ſhall receive your Honourable Board's 
orders for any future meaſures 

As the Honourable the Governor General has given me 
an authority to ſelect a proper perſon for Naib; and as 
| Baboo Nachul Sing, and Baboo Jagger Deco Sing, are the 

only two of the family of Rajah Bulwant Sing who are fit 
for ſuch a truſt, ] recommended the latter to the Honoura- 
ble the Governor General; and as his illneſs has prevented 
me from receiving further inſtructions, I have appointed 
him Naib. | 

The Honourable the Governor General alſo ordered me 
to eſtabliſh. offices which might not only be a reciprocal 
check upon each other, but might alſo prevent any collufion 
on the part of the Naib, I ſhall therefore appoint a Dewan ; 
one office for receipts of revenue into the treaſury, a trea- 
fury, and a fourth office in which are to be kept all diſ- 
burſements from the treaſury, If I had waited for further 
directions from the Honourable the Governor General, or 
— Honourable Board, the collections on the Khareef 

uſſil would have been entirely loſt, and a deficiency per- 
haps happened in the forty lacks which is the malguzary 
from Rajah Myhipnarain this year, as a moſt unuſual 
drought has been univerſally felt over the country, no rain 
having fallen ſince the latter end of Auguſt, which may 
prove very detrimental to the Rhabee Fufſil. 

Babbao Durbeetry Sing has certainly money by him ſuf- 
ficient to pay up the arrears of the month Bhadoon ; and it 
would be proper that ſome ſtrifter confinement ſhould oblige 
him to part with it for that purpoſe : Yet let me aſſure your 
Honourable Board, that I will exert myſelf as much as 
poſſible to recover any balances which may be due to him 
trom the country, and that it ſhall be my moſt earneſt en- 
deavour to avert any loſs from the Honourable Company, 
which his obſtinate conduct and impolitic diſhoneſty might 
otherwiſe occaſion, | 

I hope that your Honourable Board will approve of my 
conduct in this bufineſs, and that you will believe I am, 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, &c. &c. &c. 
Benares, WM. MARKHAM, Reſident. 
12 Nov. 1782. 


BENAREY 


— 
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BENARES RESOLUTIONS. 


Extract of Bengal General Conſultation, the 14th OF. 1783. 


THE Governor General lays before the Board the fol - 
lowing leiter from the Reſident at Benares. 
ir, Benares, 6th October. 1783. 
I have received an official letter from the Chief Magi 
trate, repreſenting the great diſtreſs to which the town of 
Benares is ſubject, from the want of grain in the preſent 
great ſcarcity and drought, and requeſting that I would 
direct the Naib to take off the duty on that article ; the 
Naib, on the contrary, has * this as a probable 
loſs to a very large amount. I beg to receive the honour 
of your inſtructions with reſpe& to the extent of the Chief 
Magiſtrate's authority in this point, and how far I may con- 
fider his requeſt as authorizing the remiſſion of the duty. 
In the mean time, however, to relieve the immediate 
diſtreſs of the town, I have directed a partial remiſſion of 
the duty, which I have confined to the Chokies in and near 
Benares. In this I had alſo in view the ſupport of the 
Chief Magiſtrate's authority and dignity in the eyes of the 
public, who looked up to him for relief, and having heard 
of his application, were perſuaded it would not be in vain. 
J have ordered the Cuſtom Maſter to give me an exact 
and daily account of the loſs ariſing from this remiſſion, 
which I ſhall do myſelf the honour of laying before you. 
i have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) F. FOWEE. 


Arzie from the Widow of Rajah Bulwant Sing ; received 
14th April. 


A teep for the money of the balances has been ſettled _ 
from the houſe of Gopaul Doſs Sahoo ; accordingly, be- 
fore this, I addrefſed an arzie on this ſubje& to your 
preſence ; it will have been peruſed by your High- 
neſs. I am hopeful, from your favour, that orders 
may be iſſued from your preſence, that the teep being de- 
livered, the guard may be removed; and of the preſent 
collections, whatever part may be in the hands of Baboo 
Durbeetzy Sing, he has paid into the Khezannah of the 
Sircar. Beſides this, whatever may appear to be due on 


inſpection of the receipts, he is ready to pay; but in what 
manner Baboo Jugeer Deo Sing has made out the accounts 
of the receipts, your Highneſs will learn from the arzie of 
my ſon, Rajah Mehipnarain Behader. As the Almighty 
has made your Highneſs the diſtributor of Juſtice to the 
world, I am hopeful, from ou juſtice and equity, that 
an order on this ſubject may 


iſſued from the preſence to 
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the Audaulet, that ally Ibarhim Khunt Behader may ſettle 
the preſent receipt of the collections of Baboo Durbejie 
Sing, having aſcertained it from real proofs, agreeable to 
the daily entries and vouchers, and by confronting the 
Chowdries and Canongoes ; and that he enquire into and 
aſcertain the balances which, to the amount of large ſums, 
are due from the Maulguzacs. 


Arzie from Rajah Mebipnarain. 


A teep for the money of the balances has been ſettled 
from the houſe of Gopaul Doſs Sahoo; accordingly, be- 
fore this, I addreſſed an arzie on this ſubject to your pre- 
ſence ; it will have been peruſed by your Highne s. lam 
hopeful, from your favour, that orders may be iſſued from 

our preſence, that the teep being delivered, the guard may 
bo removed. The collections of the preſent year 1190, 
Fuſſulle, were not current before this, without the order 
of Mr. Markham ; when that gentleman gave his order, 
then the collections commenced. Whatever money has 
been received by Baboo Durbeeetzy Sing, he has paid into 
the Khezanna of the Sircar. Beſides this, whatever may 
appear to be due on the inſpection of the receipts, he is 
ready to pay. At this time Baboo Jugger Deo Sing has 
drawn the account of the receipts in this manner ; he has 
ſtationed an Aumeen in every place from among his own 
dependants ; whatever money of the balances the Aumils 
and Afaumees, having carried to the balance account, have 
taken receipts for, thoſe he now wiſhes from his malice 
to include in the preſent receipt, and thus ſettle the re- 
ceipts. My maſter, this is not the cuſtom of the Matro- 
polis lands; and the money which the Maulguzars have in 
the preſent year given as _ of the balances, ſhould be 
included by any perſon, from entity, in the receipts of 
the preſent year. The doing juſtice in this matter de- 
pends upon your Highneſs. Balances to the amount of 
large ſums remain in the country. As the Almighty has 
made your Highneſs the diſtributor af juſtice to the world, 
I am hopeful, from your juſtice and equity, that an order 
on this ſubje&t may be iſſued from the preſence to the 
Adaulet, that ally Ibrahim Cawn Behader may ſettle the 
preſent receipt of the collections of Baboo Durbectzy Sing, 
having aſcertained it from real proofs agrceably to the 
daily entries and vouchers, and by confronting my Mut- 
teliddies, and the Choudries and Canongoes, and that he 
enquire into and aſcertain the balances which, to the 
amount of large ſums, are due from the Mulguzars. 
True tranſlations. 
(Signed) EDW. COLEBROOKE. 
| | Perl. Tranſlator. 
Honourablg 
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_ Honourable Sir and Sits, 

MR. James Miller, acting Accouritant General, has 
applied to me for an eſtimate of receipts and diſburſe- 
ments of this department for fix months, agreeably to the 
orders of your Honourable Board. In forming this eſti- 
mate, I find it neceſſary to addreſs your Honourable Board 
on the ſubject of balances due from Babboo Durbetzy Sing, 
which (from his conduct in the office he lately filled) I have 
ſet down in my eſtimate as doubtful. 

Babboo Durbetzy Sing was put into confinement, by 

order from your Honourable Board, on the 13th day of 
November, 1782—he was in poſſeſſion of his office till 
that time. The new you commenced the 21ſt September, 
1782. From the 21ſt September to the 13th November 
nearly two kiſts were due from him to the — of 
the preſent year; theſe kiſts were that of Aſſin, due the 
20th of October, and that of Cattick, due on the 19th of 
November. On the 13th day of November the day on 
which Durbetzy Sing was put into confinement, only fix 
days remained of the period at which the ſecond kiſt of the 
preſent year would have been due from him to Govern- 
ment. ; 
The payments made by Durbetzy Sing, on his being re- 
leaſed from confinement, as ſtated in a public letter from 
the late Refident to your Honourable Board, dated the gth 
April, 1783, were ſolely on account of the laſt year; and 
a written engagement was taken by the late Reſident, from 
Durbetzy Sing, under his ſeal and ſignature, to this effect: 
That he would pay the amount of the different ſums he 
had collected for the preſent year, whatever they might be 
determined to be. | 

The preſent Naib, Baboo Jugger Deo Sing, has paid the 
full amount of this Year's kiſts up to this time, indepen- 
dent of the collections made by Baboo Durbetzy Sing in 
the beginning of the year; and will, I believe, diſcharge 
all that will be fairly due from him, notwithſtanding the 
failure which the ſcarcity of rain at the uſual period has oc- 
caſioned, and which has been almoſt as ſeverely felt in this 
_ country as in the dominions of his Excellency the Vizier. 
But it appears juſt and reaſonable that Babboo Durbetzy 
Sing mould | be made anſwerable for the kiſts of Aſſen, which 


was due from him nearly one month before his impriſon- 


ment : I muſt requeſt to be favoured with the orders of your 
Honourable Board on this ſubject. 

It may perhaps appear extraordinary to your Honourable 
Board, or at leaſt doubtful, how the preſent Naib has been 
enabled to diſcharge the whole amount due from this coun- 
try to Goycrment, independent of collections made at the 

beginning 


E 
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beginning of the year by his predeceſſor Durbetzy Sing, and 
not brought to public account. 

The kiſtbundee, or general ſtatement of payments to be 
made from his Zemindary to Government in the courſe of 
the year, will explain the ſeeming inconſiſtency. The 
amount of each kiſt or monthly payment to be made through 
the year, is 2,90,000 rupees for each, except the laſt kiſt 
in the year, that of Bhudoon, which is 8, 10,000. The ſums 
actually collected from the country for the month of adoon 
are leſs than thoſe of every other month, and the ſum of 
8,10,000 rupees is made up by the ſurplus collected from 
the country in the courſe of the eleven preceding months. 
Eight months of the preſent year are now elapſed ; 1 have 
therefore ſet down the ſum of 2,90,000 rupees oppoſite to 
the month of Bhudoon, as doubtful in the eſtimate tranſ- 
mitted to Mr. James Miller, it will occaſion a balance in 
that kiſt, when due, if not previouſly adjuſted, 

I cannot conclude without taking the liberty of obſerv- 
ing, that the moſt fpeedy orders will probably be the moſt 
effectual in recovering this amount from Derbeitzy Sing; 
his conduct at the cloſe of the laſt year, I think, fully juſ- 
tifies the ſuſpicion on which this obſervation is grounded. 


Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
Ith July, 1783. (Signed) F. FOW EE, 


Rest. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

In the public accounts of this ſtation, which J had the 
honour to tranſmit for your inſpection laſt month, there 
would appear an unappropriated balance then remaining in 
the Honourable Company's Treaſury here, to the amount 
of 4,05,457. 6. In a few days I ſhall receive a further ſum 
of 2,90,000 rupees from the Naib Babboo Jagger Deo Sing, 
* the amount of the next kiſt for Aſſur. 

After defraying the civil and military charges of this ſta- 
tion for the month of July, there will remain an unappro- 
priated balance in the Treaſury of more than five lacks of 
rupees. | of 
The withholding this ſum from circulation'in the city of 

Benares, the reſidence of many capital Shroffs, and parti- 
cularly of Gopauls Doſs Saw, whoſe concerns with the 
Honourable Company's military expence is well known to 
your Honourable Board, is attended with many and great 
inconveniencies, both immediately to them, and will alſo 
be felt in the payments of the public revenue to be made in 
the two ſucceeding months. | 

For theſe reaſons I have been induced to ſubmit to your 
conſideration, whether the remitting this ſum to the Preſi- 
dency by bills of Exchange, or to any other ſtation m_ 
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the calls of Government may require a ſupply of caſh, may 
not be neceſſary. The monthly receipts exceeds the month- 
ly diſburſements of this ſtation, it cannot therefore be im- 


mediately neceſſary at Benares. | | 
ont Boy I have the honour to be, &c. 
28 July, 1783. (Signed) F. FOW KE. 


Rest. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I Received the honour of your letter of the 29th ultimo, 
directing me to endeavour to obtain from the Rajah's Naib 
= kiſts of Cautick, Augun, and Pooſe, and alſo that of 

aug. 

By my accounts tranſmitted to your Honourable Board, 
under date the 31ſt January, 1784, you would be in- 
formed, that the kiſts of Cautic had been received ; the 
kiſts of Aughun has ſince been paid, and 1 hope ſhortly to 
receive that of Boſe. 

The cauſe of the preſent difficulty that the Naib finds 
in liquidating the Rajah's kiſts, proceeds principally from 
the heavy lofs which this country ſuſtained in the Kurreef 
harveſt for want of rain. This is the barveſt on which the 
kiſts at the beginning of the year ſolely depend ; great part 
of this was loſt by the drought, and the Aumils, conſe- 
quently, rendered leſs capable of making good their engage= 
ments with punctuality than in a plentiful year. To this 
may be added the loſs which the collections of this coun 
ſuffered in ſtriking off all duties upon grain; which, thoug 
abſolutely neceſſary to leſſen the high price of grain which 
the drought occafioned, was nevertheleſs attended with a 
heavy loſs to the collections. | 

There is alſo one fund which, in former years, was often 

ied in this country to remedy temporary inconvenien- 
cies in the Revenue, and which, in the preſent year, does 
not exiſt : This was the private fortunes of Merchants and 

Shroffs reſident in Benares, from whom Aumils of credit 
could obtain temporary loans to ſatisfy the immediate calls 
of the Rajah. Theſe ſums, which uſed to circulate be- 
twixt the Aumil and the Merchant, have been turned into 
a different channel by bills of exchange, to defray the ex- 
pences of Government, both on the Weſt coaſt of India, 
and alſo at Madras. 

I bave the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Benares, Your moſt obedient, ; 

14th Feb. 1784. and humble Servant, 

| (Signed) F. FOWKE, Res. 


* 


Extract 
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Extrat of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 20th April, 
1784. | 
READ the following letter from the Honourable the 


Governor General. Fe 
Lucknow, the 2d April, 1784. 
Edward Wheler, Eſquire, Council, Sc. Sc. &c. Fort William. 


Gentlemen, | 
Having contrived, by making forced ſtages, while the 
troops of my eſcort marched at the ordinary rate, to make 
a ſtay of five days at Benares, I was thereby furniſhed with 


the means of acquiring ſome knowledge of the ſtate of the 


rovince, which I am anxious to communicate to you. 
ndeed the inquiry, which was in a. great degree obtruded 
upon me, affected me with very mortifying refle&ions on 
my own — to apply it to any uſeful purpoſe. From 
the confines of Buxar to Benares I was followed and fa- 
tigued by the clamours of the diſcontented inhabitants ; it 
was what I expected in a degree, becauſe it is rare that the 
exerciſe of authority ſhould prove ſatis factory to all who 


are the objects of it. The diſtreſſes which were produced 


by the long continued drought unavoidably tended to 
heighten the general diſcontent ; yet I have reaſon to fear 
that the cauſe exiſted principally in a defective, if not a cor- 
rupt and oppreſſive Adminiſtration. Of a multitude of 
petitions, which were preſented to me, and of which I took 
minutes, every one that did not relate to a perſonal griev- 
ance continued the repreſentation of one and the ſame ſpe- 
cies of oppreſſion, which is in its nature of an influence 
moſt fatal to the future cultivation. The practice to which 
I allude is this: It is affirmed, that the Aumils a ent- 
ers exact from the proprietors of the actual haryeſt a large 
increaſe in kind on their ſtipulated rent, that is, from thoſe 
who hold their pottahs by the tenure of paying one half of 
the produce of their crops, either the whole without a ſub- 
terfuge, or a large proportion of it by falſe m&ſurement, 
or other pretexts ; and from thoſe whoſe engagements are 
for a fixed rent in money, the half or a greater proportion 
is taken in kind. This is, in effect, a tax upon the in- 
duſtry of the inhabitants, ſince there is ſcarce a field of 
grain in the province, I might ſay not one, which has not 
been preſerved by the inceſſant labour of the cultivator, by 
digging wells for their ſupply, or watering them from the 
wells of maſonry, with which this country abounds, or 
from the neighbouring tanks, rivers, and nullahs. The 

people who impoſed on themſelves this voluntary and ex- 


traordinary 
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traordinary labour, and not unattended with · expenee, did 
it in the expectation of reaping the profits of it; and it is 
as certain, that they would not have done it, if they had 
known that their rulers, from whom they were entitled to 
an indemnification, would take from them what they had 
ſo hardly earned. If the ſame Adminiſtration continues, 
and the country ſhall again labour under a want of the na- 
tural rains, every field will be abandoned, the Revenue fail, 
and thouſands periſh through the want of ſubſiſtence ; for 
who will labour for the ſole benefit of others, and to make 
himſelf the ſubje& of vexation ? Theſe practices are not to 
be imputed to the Aumils employed in the diſtricts, but to 
the Naib himſelf. The avowed principle on which he acts, 
and which he acknowledged to myſell is, that the whole 
ſum fixed for the revenue of the province muſt be collected; 
and that for this purpoſe, the deficiency arifing in places 
where the crops have failed, or which have been left uncul- 
tivated, muſt be ſupplied from the reſources of others, 
where the ſoil has been better ſuited to the ſeaſon, or the 
induſtry of the cultivators more ſucceſsfully exerted; a | 
principle which, however ſpecious and plauſible it may at 
r{t appear, certainly tends to the moſt pernicious and de- 
ſtructive conſequences, If this declaration of the Naib had 
been made only to myſelf, I might have doubted my con- 
ſtruction of it, but it was ated by him to Mr. Ander- 
ſon, who underſtood it exactly in the ſame ſenſe. In the 
management of the Cuſtoms, the conduct of the Naib, or 
of the officers under him, was forced alſo upon my attention. 
The exorbitant rates exacted by an arbitrary valuation of the 
goods, the practice of exacting duties twice on the ſame 
goods, firſt from the ſeller, and afterwards from the buyer, 
and the vexatious — and delays drawn on the Mer- 


chants by theſe oppreffions, were loudly complained of; and 
ſome in of this kind were ſaid to exiſt at the very 
time when I was in Benares. Under ſuch circumſtances 
we are not to wonder if the Merchants of foreign eountries 
we diſcouraged from reſorting to Benares, and if the com- 
merce of that province ſhould annually decay. Other evils, 
or imputed evils, have accidentally come to my knowledge, 
which I will not now particularize, as I hope that, with 
the aſſiſtance of the Reſident, they may be in part correQted. 
One, however, I muſt mention, becauſe it has been verified 
by my own obſervation, and is of that kind which reflect 

an unmerited reproach on our general and national charac” 
ter. When | was at Buxar, the Refident, at my defire, en 
Joined the Naib to appoint creditable people to every town 
through which our route lay, to perſuade and encourage the 
inhabitants to remain in dan houſes, promiſing to give 


them guards as I approached, and they required it for their 
Vor. IJ. N protection; 


of — 


193 Papers relating to Charge III. Paris 4 and 3. 
otection; and that he might perceive how earneſt I was 

| Er his obſervation of this precaution (which I am certain 
was faithfully delivered) I repeated it to him in perſon, and 
diſmiſſed him that he might precede me for that purpoſe ; 
but, to my great diſappointment, I found every place through | 
which I paſſed abandoned, nor had there been a man left in 
any of them for their protection. I am forry to add, that 
from Buxar to the oppoſite boundary, I have ſeen nothing 
but the traces of complete devaſtation in every village; whe- 
ther cauſed by the followers of the troops which have lately 
paſſed for their natural relief (and I know not whether my 
own may not have had their ſhare) or from the apprehen- 
fions of the inhabitants, left to themſelves, and of them- 
ſelves deſerting their houſes. I wiſh to acquit my own 
countrymen of the blame of theſe unfavourable appearanees, 
and in my own heart I do acquit them, for at one encamp- 
ment near a large village called Derrera, in the Pergunnah 
of Zemannea, a crowd of people came to me, complaining 
that their former Aumil, who was a native of the place, 
and had long been eſtabliſhed in authority over them, and 
whoſe cuſtom it had been, whenever any troops paſſed, to 
remain in perſon on the ſpot for their — vo having 
been removed, the new Aumil on the approach of any mi- 
Jitary detachment, himſelf firſt fled from the place, and the 
inhabitants, having no one to whom they could apply for 
redreſs, or for the repreſentation of their grievances, and 
being thus remedileſs, fled alſo; fo that their houſes and 
effects became a prey to any perſon who choſe to plunder 
them. The general concluſion appeared to me an inevitable 
conſequence from ſuch a ſtate of facts, and my own ſenſes 
bore teſtimony to it in this ſpecific inſtance ; nor do I know 
How it is poſſible for any officer, commanding a military 
rty, how attentive ſoever he may be to the diſcipline and 
rbearance of his people, to prevent diſorders, when there 
is neither oppoſition to hinder, nor evidence to deter them. 
Theſe, and many other irregularities, I impute ſolely to 
the Naib, and I think it my duty to recommend his inſtant 
removal. I would myſelf have diſmiſſed him, had the 
controul of this province come within the line of my pow- 
ers, and have eſtabliſhed ſuch regulations and checks as 
would have been moſt likely to prevent the like irregulari- 
ties. I have ſaid checks, becauſe unleſs there is ſome viſible 
influence, and a powerful and able one, impended over the 
head of the Manager, no ſyſtem can avail. , The next ap- 
pointed may prove from ſome defect as unfit for the office as 
the preſent; for the choice is limited to few, without expe- 
rience to guide it. The firſt was of my own nomination : 
His merits and qualifications ſtood in equal balance with my 
knowledge of thoſe who might have been the candidates — ; 
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the office: But he was the father of the Rajah, and the af- 
finity ſunk the ſcale wholly in his favour ; for who could be 
ſo fit to be entruſted with the charge of his ſon's intereſts, 
and the new credit of the rifing family? He deceived my 
expectations. Another Was recommended by the Reſident, 
and at my inſtance the Board 8 him. This was 
Juggerdeo Sing, the preſent Naib; I knew him not, and 
the other Members of the Board as little. While Mr. 
Markham remained in office, of whom as his immediate 
patron he may have ſtood in awe, I am' told that he re- 
{trained his natural diſpoſition, which has been deſcribed to 
me as rapacious, unfeeling, haughty, and to an extreme 
vindictive. I cannot avoid remarking, that excepting the 
city of Benares itſelf, the province depending upon it is in 
effe&-without a Government, the Naib exercifing only a de- 
pendant juriſdiction, without a principal. The Rajah is 
without authority, and even his name diſuſed in the official 
inſtruments iſſued or taken by the Manager. The repre- 
ſentation of his ſituation ſhall be the ſubject of another let- 
ter; I have made this already too long, and ſhall confine it 
to the ſingle ſubject, for the communication of which it 
was begun: This permit me to recapitulate—The Admi- 
niſtration. of the province is miſconducted, and the people 
oppreſſed ; trade diſcouraged, and the Revenue, though ſaid 
to be exceeded in the actual collections by many lacks (for 
I have a minute account of it, which ſtates the nett amount, 
including jaghires, at ſomething more than fifty-one lacks) 
in danger of a rapid decline from the violent appropriation 
of its means. The Naib or Manager is unfit for his office : 
A new Manager is required, and a ſyſtem of official con - 
troul—in a word, a Conſtitution; for neither can the 
Board extend its ſuperintending powers to a diſtrict ſo re- 
mote from its obſervation, nor has it delegated that autho- 
rity to the Reſident, who is merely the repreſentative. of 
Government, and the receiver of its Revenue in the laſt 
proceſs of it ; nor indeed would it be poſſible to render him 
wholly ſo, for reaſons which I may hereafter detail. If, 
Gentlemen, you ſhall think it proper to entruſt me with 
wers for this purpoſe, I will chearfully undertake the re- 
Omarion of the country, and will be anſwerable for its 
effects; but I entreat that your reſolves may be inſtant, for 
from the hour that it is known that ſuch a defign is in con- 
templation (and it will be known in ten days after your re- 
ceipt of it) the authority of the Manager will fink with his 
influence, unleſs it is preſerved by ſome immediate pledge of 

confirmation; and ſuch I would adviſe, if you ſhould 
it improper to yield to my recommendation. I have the 
happineſs to find all men ſatisfied and happy in the excel- 
lent Adminiſtration of the city of Benares ; and have ex- 
TT perienced 
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perienced, what few men of the firſt ſtation have known 

in the intercourſe with the natives of India, if of any other 

country, the voice of adulation diverted even in my own 

_ preſence from myſelf, in the eagerneſs of beſtowing a better 

merited praiſe on another. Such is the tribute which the 

wiſdom and integrity of Ally Ibrahim Cawn have extorted 

from the hearts of thoſe who have been ſubjected to his 

juriſdiction; and I dare truſt to the reſult of your own en- 

quiries, let who will make the report of him, for a confir- 
mation of mine, . 

1 I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS, 

P.S. The above letter was written immediately after 

my leaving Benares; but the interruptions of travelling 

occaſioned a delay in tranſcribing it until the preſent day. 

This delay has, however, given me an opportunity of aſ- 

certaining more fully the informations I received at Be- 

nares, and of confirming the opinion I before entertained. 

| (Signed) W.H. 


Extra® of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 20th May, 1784. 


RESOLVED, by the pre why Pe the Board, That the 
following letter be written to the Honourable the ea a 
General. : 

Honourable Sir, eee 

We have been honoured with ' your letter of the ad of 
laſt month, in reſpect to the Zemindary of Benares, and 
have taken it into our moſt ſerious confideration, We 

E:- have already had the honour to adviſe you, that this was 
= protracted until there ſhould be a full meeting of the Board; 

j — wa hope that no ill conſequence can have ariſen from 

b __ g 

| We ſhall be happy to be made acquainted, with your in- 

x + tended plan for the reformation of the country, and make 

| no doubt that you will keep in view the particular circum- 

ances in which this Bes is fituated with reſpe& 

to Benares. We wiſh as much as poſſible to avoid frequent 
changes in the Adminiſtration of the collections, from the 
conſequences which ſuch changes muſt inevitably produce. 
We ſhall readily adopt any checks which you may think 
likely to be val for ſecuring the happineſs of the peo- 
ple, and equal collection and regular payment of the re- 
venue, without encroaching upon the rights which have 
been eſtabliſhed to the Rajah, by the agreement which you 
_— with him in 1781, hs . 

” | e are much concerned at thoſe appearances o | 
| fion which you obſerved in your progreſs through the Ze- 


o 


\ 


F a tl TD et nn th A. Bec... - - - 0» - <A — * 


0 


Paber. rilating to Charge III. Parts 4 and $. 181 
mindary, and wiſh it may be in the power of this Govern« 
ment to 2 ply a ſufficient and hack ch remedy. 
Fort William, l e have the honour, &c. 


Secret Department, 

20th May, 1784. 

Extras of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 20th Fune 1784. 

Mr. Wheler leave to put the following queſtion to 

the Members of AE ink. | "9 

Shall the plan ſubmitted to us by the Governor Gene- 
ral, for the collection of the revenues of the Zemindary 
of Benares, receive the ſanction of this Government? 

Mr. Stables.—I do not wiſh to make any alteration for 
the preſent in the management of the Zemindary of Be- 
nares, the kiſts having been regularly paid up by the pre- 
fent Naib, as we are informed by the Reſident's letter of 
the 27th ultimo, and no complaint having been made by 
the Reſident againſt the condudt of that Naib. 

Mr. Macpherſon.—The preſent Rajah of Benares poſ- 
ſeſſes, I imagine, a power from his ſunnud to appoint or 
_ his own Naib * 2 Rajah is acknowledged, or 
uppoſed, to be in le of exerciſing à proper judgment 
in Hach caſes. The preſent Naib — 1 by this 
Government in December 1782; and, except in the ap- 

of oppreſſion which the Governor General ſaw 
in his route through Benares, and the complaints then 
made to him by the natives, the Members of the Board 
are uninformed in regard to the Mal-admiſtration of that 
Naib, He appears to have paid up the Rajah's kiſts regu- 
larly, nor has the Reſident made any complaints againſt 
him. 

The regulations propoſed by the Governor General are 
ſtated to be an expedient ; and he pledges his own reſpon- 
ſibility for the ſucceſs of the agreement. In confideration 
of theſe aſſurances on the part of the Governor General, 
and as it ap from his letter that Ajiab Sing is the choice 
of the Rajah and the Rannee, 1 ſhall agree to his int- 
ment, with the checks which the Governor General pro- 
poſes I mean thoſe of the Canongoes and Aumean, which 
promiſe a ſecurity to the ryots. There appears to me an 

jection to that part of the Governor General's firſt pro- 
ſition which declares, That the Rajah ſhall not refuſe 
« or delay his authentication of ſuch papers, &c. or or- 
*« ders, as ſhall be preſented to him by the Naib.” The 
influence of ſuch a regulation might be underſtood ; but 
the regulation itſelf ſhould not be publicly declared or en- 
forced by our Government. I imagine the Naib will al- 
ways have ſufficient influence to obtain thoſe ſanctions 
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from the Rajah ; and the onſideration that this power reſts 

ultimately in the Rajah, though he may have little capa- 

city, may be neceſſary for his protection and conſequenge. 
(Signed) J. M*PHERSON, 


Mr. Wheler.—In my minute of the 19th of laſt month, 
recorded on our proceedings af the 2oth, I delivered my 
opinion on the reply which I :thought proper to be given 

to the Governor General's letter of the 2d April, in reſpect 
to the condition of the Zemindary of Benares, I re- 
“ gretted that the Governor General had not communi- 
„ cated to us the plan by which he intended to accom- 
c pliſh the reformation of the country, becauſe the ſubject 
«© would have been then completely before us, and our 
4 reſolutions on it might have been as inſtant as he wiſh- 
« ed; and I propoſed that the Governor General ſhould 
« be requeſted to lay before us the whole of his intended 
«© plan, on receiving which we ſhould determine finally 
& on his letter; and if he ſhould conceive that bad con- 
<«« ſequences to the Company, or a failure of revenue, 
might enſue from this delay in our reſolution, that we 
« ſhould give our ſanction to the Governor General for 
« diſmifſion of the preſent Naib, and for the appointment 
% of any perſon who is at preſent an inhabitant of the 
„ country of Benares, whole qualifications are ſuited to 
« the charge, who is known and reſpected by the people, 
e and whoſe truſt ſhall be excluſively confined to the ma- 
© nagement of the Zemindary, to ſucceed to the office 
„ now held by Jugger Deo Sing.“ 

In the letter addreſſed by the Board to the Governor Ge- 
neral on the 20th of laſt Month, they expreſſed themſelves 
as follows: ; R | | 

„We ſhall be happy to be made acquainted with your 
intended plan for the reformation of the country: and 
* make no doubt that you wilt keep in view the particu- 
lar circumſtances in which this — is ſituated 
<« with reſpect to Benares. We wiſh as much as poſſible 
* to avoid frequent changes in the adminiſtration of the 
collections. From the conſequences which ſuch changes 
© muſt inevitably produce, we ſhall readily adopt any checks 
*© which you may think likely to be effectual for ſecuzing 
the happineſs of the people, and the equal collection 
and regular payment of the revenue, without encroach- 
& ing upon the rights which have been eſtabliſhed to the 
2 _ by the agreement which you made with him in 
* 1701. | 

We are much concerned at thoſe appearances of op- 
preſſion which you obſerved in your progreſs through 
* the Zemindary, and wich it may be in the power of 

; 66 this 
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Le 8 — to apply a ſufficient and permanent re- 
<m Us | ; 

T EI General has now ſubmitted to out conſi- 
deration,. and deſires our early decifion on it. The Rajah 
is repreſented as incapable of the management of the Ze- 
mindary ; and the Governor juſtly obſerves, that if he were 
otherwiſe, we could not with any ſhew of juſtice transfer 
the management of it from.him to any other perſon. His 
incapacity has been long a ſubject of our belief; and it 
was alſo known to us, that the rauze was heſtowed on 
Bauboo Mahipnarain, in the year 1781, merely becauſe 
he was the next lineal heir to it. I confidered him in the 
light of a minor Zemindar, who has the nominal charge 

a country by right of inheritance ; but as he is not able 
to manage it, a Dewan or Naib is appointed to manage it 
for him. The office of Naib of Benares was given by the 
Governor General, in the year 1781, to Doorbejy Gig, 
the father of Rajah Mahipnarain. Daorbejy Sing behaved 
ill, and was guilty of oppreſſion, and was therefore re- 
moved from the Naibut at the end of 1782. He was ſuc- 
ceeded by Jagger Deo Sing; but this man is alſo repre- 
ſented to us by the Governor General as oppreflive ; and 
the Goyernor General propoſes his — from office. 
It is true, that he has diſcharged the Rajah's kiſts with 
regularity; but if the people grieve under his manage- 
ment, and if the country is deſolated, no time ſhould be 
loft in removing him, and with him, if poſſible, the evils 
that are complained of; and this opinion I deliver at the 
ſame time I coincide entirely in that of the Board, that we 
ought to avoid as much as poſſible frequent changes in the 
adminiſtration of revenue colle&tions—yet I would not on 
this principle perfiſt in allowing the continuance of an evil 
reported to us by the firſt authority, where it is thought 
that ſuch evil may be ſtopped, becauſe ſuch allowance muſt 
ultimately turn to the ruin of the country, and, in the 
preſent inſtance of a country which has, until lately, been 
eſteemed above every other in India for its fertility. 

The Governor General's plan propoſes checks which he 
informs us are not ſo much intended for the ſecurity of 
the Company's rent, as the faithful adminiſtration of 
„ the charge held by the repreſentative of the Rajah, to 
„% whom we owe that attention, while we preclude him 
from the direct management, and authorize an inter- 
„ mediate agency for his behalf.” But I ſuppoſe that the 
Company's rent cannot be prejudiced by the plan, ſince 
the Governor does not propoſe a dimunition of it; and 
there is nothing in the ſpirit of the plan which I conceive 
will have that tendency. It is propoſed as a temporary ex- 


gedient; and the Governor declares he will be anſwerable 
N 4 for 
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for the effect of it as ſuch. He has the greateſt reliance 
on the wiſdom and integrity of Ally. Ibrahim Cawn—He 
acquaints ns, that the ſame opinion is univerſally enter- 


tained of him—Ajaib Sing, the perſon recommended 'to 


be the Naib in the room of Jagger Deo Sing, is repre- 
ſented to us by the Governor General to be generally re- 
ſpected, and reputed to be well qualified for the office ; 
we are informed, that he is the Ranny's brother, and that 
he is her choice, and the choice of the Rajah ; the allot- 
ment to the Canongoes of the full charge of their offices, 
ſeems to be very proper, and well calculated for the happi- 
neſs of the people. | | 
I acquieſce therefore in the plan, leaving the reſponſibi- 
lity of its effect, as a temporary expedient, with the Go- 
vernor General; but I agree with Mr. Macpherſon to an 
exception of that part of _—_ of the plan, which pro- 
poſes that the Rajah “' ſhalf not refuſe or delay his au- 
7c thentication of ſuch papers as ſhall be preſented to him.“ 
It may be ſuppoſed that this will never, but we ought not 
to preſcribe what may, bear even the conſtruction of an 
injury to the Rajah's rights. 
(Signed) E. WHELER. 
Reſolved, That the Governor General be authorized to 
earry into execution the plan ſubmitted to us in his letter 


of «he 13th inſtant, the Governor being reſponſible for its 


effect as a temporary expedient ; and an exception being 
made to that part of the firſt article of it, which propoſes 
that the Rajah ſhall not refuſe or delay his authentication 


of ſuch papers as ſhall be preſented to him, 


Copy of a Letter from F. Fowke, Eſquire, 


Dear Sir, | Benares, 22d June, 1784. 

A VERY ſtrong report has prevailed at Benares, of 
our intention of appointing a new Naib for the approach- 
ing year, I mention this on account of the effect which 
the prevalence of ſuch an idea amongft the Aumils will 
robably have on the cultivation at this particular time. 
he. heavy mofuſſil kiſts have now been collected by the 
Aumils; the ſeaſon of tillage is arrived; the ryots muſt be 
indulged, and even affiſted by advances; and the Aumil 


muſt look for his returns in the abundance of the crop, the 


conſequence of this early attention to the cultivation. The 
effect is evident which the report of a change in the firſt 
officer of the revenue muſt have on the minds of the Au- 
mils, by leaving them at an uncertainty of what they have 
in future to expect; and in proportion to the degree of 
their uncertainly, their efforts and expences in promoting 
the cultivation will be languid and ſparing. * - 4 
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In compliance with the Naib's requeſt, I have written 
to all the Aumils, encouraging and ordering them to at- 
tend to the cultivation of their reſpective diftrifts. 

But I conceive I ſhould be able to promote this very de- 
firable intention much more effectually, if you_would ho- 
nour me with the communication of your intentions on 
this ſubje& ; at the ſame time I cannot help juſt remark- 
ing, that if a change is intended, the ſooner it takes place 
the more the bad effefs I have deſcribed will be obviated. 

| I am, &c. 5 
(Signed) F. FOWKE, 


Extra of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 26th May, 1185. 


READ the following letter from the Reſident at Be- 
. Nares, ; | 


FI To Mr. Secretary Hay. 
ir, | 

I have. received the honour of your letter of the [D® ori-- 
ginal] reſpecting the death of Durk Bidjay Sing. 

I beg you will inform the Honourable Board, that every 
endeavour was made, both by myſelf and my predeceſſor, 
to recover the debts to the Company, but without ſucceſs ; 
and in conſequence, when the late Governor General was 
laſt here, he ordered him into ſtrict confinement ; I ſhall 
continue thoſe\ endeavours to ſecure his property to the 
Honourable Company's care, ſhould I be able to diſcover 
where any of it exiſts ; but the event of his death has, for 


obvious reaſons, rendered this debt more deſperate than 
before, 


I am, Sir, 
Benares, Your very obedient ſervant, 
13th May, 1785. (Signed) F, FOWKE, 
: Reſident, 
—— . —— HD 


Cory or CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATIVE TO THE 
STATE AND ALTERATIONS IN THE GOVERNMENT 
AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE LANDED REVENUES 
or THE PROVINCE OF BENARES, SINCE THE SET- 

 TLEMENT WITH RA IAR MAHIPNARAIN *, 


Extra? of Bengal General Conſultations, the 5th February, © 


.. 3702. 
1 the following letter from the Reſident at 
nares : 
 ® Moved roth April by Major Scott. 


Honourable 
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Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 

I herewith have the honour to tranſmit to you an ac- 
count of the receipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, 
from the 1ſt Aſſen, anſwering to the 14th September, 1781, 
to the 2th January, 1782, by which you will perceive that 
Rajah Myipnarain has liquidated the three firſt Kiſts of Aſſin, 
Kautick, and Augun. | 

Cheyt Sing, the late Rajah, had paid his kiſts only to 
that due the 4th July ; the late diſturbances which broke 
out the 16th Auguſt prevented my receipt of the one due 
the 4th of that month. 

On the 16th July, 1781, I had compleated the payment 
of two kiſts, or the ſum of Benares Sicca rupees 3, 49, 356. 
13. 8. to the houſe of Gopaul Doſs, Hurry Kiſſen Dots 
the ſum of Benares 82 Rr 1,74,678. 6. 10. was due to him 
on the acceſſion of Rajah Myipnarain. By the accompa- 
nying account you will perceive, that I have diſburſed Be- 
nares Sicca rupees 50,000, in' part payment of this demand. 

Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
2.5th January, 1782. (Signed) WM. MARKHAM. 

Ordered, That the accounts incloſed in the above letter 

+ be referred to the Accomptant General. | 


Extra? of Bengal General Conſultations, the 18th March, 1782. 


RECEIVED the following letter from the Reſident at 
Benares. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I herewith have the honour to tranſmit to you an ac- 
count of the receipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, 
from the 21ſt January, 1782, to the 3d March 1782, by 
which you will perceive, that Rajah Myipnarain has liqui- 
dated his fourth kiſt, or that for Pos. | 

You will obſerve, that Rajah Myipnarain has not as yet 
liquidated his two kiſts for Maug and Phagun. I expect to 
receive the whole of the former in five days at fartheſt, 
when I ſhall do myſelf the honour of addreſſing your Ho- 
nourable Board, | 2] 

I have paid ta Gopayl Doſs the whole of his demand 
upon this tary, as directed by your Honourable Board, 
in your letter of the 25th May, 1781, and have taken his 
receipt. He applied to me for intereſt on the money due 
to him, from the 4th Auguſt, 1781, being 1,74,078. 6. 10. 
and which the late diſturbances prevented me at that time 
from diſburfing ;. but I informed him I could not comply 
with his requelt till I received your directions to that pur- 

ole. | | 
6 Benares, I have the honour, &c. | 
Sth March, 1782,  — (Signed) WM, MARKHAM. 
5 | . . Ordered, 
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Ordered, That the accounts incloſed in the above letter 
be ſent to the Accountant General. | | | 
The Governor General recommends, that Mr. J. M. 
Playdell may be appointed ſecond aſſiſtant to the Refident 
at Benares, | 
Agreed to the Governor General's recommendation, and 
ordered accordingly, | 


Extract of Bengal General Conſultations, the 8th April, 1782. 


READ thefollowing letters from the Reſident at Benares. 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 

I do myſelf the honour of tranſmitting to you, accord- 
ing to the orders of the Honourable Governor General, 
when at Benares, account particulars of the Cuſtoms, as 
defigned to be levied, and of the duty as levied by Rajah 
Cheit Sing. | 

You will perceive that, to preſerve uniformity, and to 
point out whatever difference there may be between the 
preſent duty and that propoſed to be levied, in a more 
ſtriking manner, I have rated the three laſt columns on a 
tungay or ſix maunds, the load which a bullock is ſuppoſed 
to carry, as the former method of collecting the duty was 
on the weight, not on the value of the goods. 

I I ſhall truſt to the candour of your Honourable. Board for 
my excuſe, in pointing out. ſome articles on which a duty 
of 5 per cent. will be too heavy, and by which the collec- 
tion would be required; viz. mace, cloves, nutmegs, ein- 
namon, and ſilk. PAR | 

The people who principally” trade in theſe articles, are 
the Maratta merchants, and a religious ſect called Ahteels, 
who generally land their goods at Mirzpore, and from thence 
carry them by land and bullocks into the Decan or to Dell- 
hy; and they will find it more profitable to unload their 
boats at Patna, and carry their goods through Ramgur, 
than to pay ſo heavy a cuſtom as 5 per cent. will amount to 
in the road from Patna to Mirzapore. 

I know for certain, that on the remour being ſpread, in 
December laſt, that 5 per cent. was to be levied on every 
article, by the directions of the Honourable Governor Ge- 
neral, that the principal houſes in the Decan immediately 
ordered their Gomaſtahs to ſtop all their boats at Patna, 
and to ſend their goods by the rout above-mentioned, if the 
duty of 5 per cent. was continued. . 

I beg leave to lay before your Honourable Board another 
propoſition, whether it will not be judicious to reduce the 
5 per. to 24, on our own ſtaple commodities ; viz. broad 
cloth, Europe iron, ſteel, and copper. 

Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
the 20th March, 1782. (Signed) WM. MARKHAM. 
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P. S. I have not been able to bring ſome certain articles 

within the accompanying ſtatement, on account of their 
incefinite value and weight. You will obſerve, that cloths 


more particularly are in the above predicament, | 


To J. P. Auriol, Eſquire, Secretary to the Honourable 
6 | Board, Fort William. 
Ir, 


IN the letter of the 20th inſtant, which I did myſelf the 
honour of writing to you, the Honourable Board, I by 
miſtake incloſed an unfiniſhed copy of the average rate of 
Benares duties. You will oblige me by adding at the bot- 
tom of laſt page the following words. 4 | 

N. B. According to the perwannah, granted by the 
% Honourable Gbyernor General to Rajah Cheit Sing, for 
c the collection of duties in the Zemindary of Benares, the 
« Aumeen of the town of Benares levies 2 per cent upon 
* the price of all goods, excluſive of the duties above- 
© mentioned. This collection is till continued.“ p 

Benares, I am, &c, 
March 29th, 1782. ' (Signed) WM. MARKHAM. 

Ordered, That the account incloſed in the letter of the 
20th March be entered after the conſultation. 

Reſolved, That the duties of 24 per cent. collected by 
the Aumeen, be aboliſhed. 8 

Agteed, That the following letter be written to Mr. 
Mar | | | 
Sir, | 

WE have received your letter of the 2oth ultimo, with 
the account of duties deſigned to be levied by the Governor 
Genteral's late new arrangement, and of theſe exacted by 
the late Rajah. | 

As we agree with you in opinion, that the duty of 5 per 
cent. being a great encreaſe upon the former rates on ſome 
articles would be too heavy, we direct, that it be reduced 
to 24 per cent. upon the following goods, viz. | 

Saffron, cinnamon, mace, cloves, nutmegs, cochineal, 
raw filk, broad cloth, Europe icon, ſteel, copper. 

Fort William, 
the $th April, 1782, We are, &c, 


Accound | 
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NAMES OF THE ARTICLES. 


Peepul, i. * = 4 
or ong pepper, per maun 
Titfillee Deraz 1 * 

Peepla mool, Long pepper roots, 3 ſorts 
1ſt — per maund _. 
2d — per maund 

| by — per maund | 
Muckana, a kind of vai nut, per maund 
Herrumjee, an earth uſed in waſhing cloths, 2 ſorts 
| 1ſt poorbie, per maund 
| 2d deckanee, per maund 
Hubdie 


Jurdee Chot | 4 arquente, | 
iſt ſort — per maund 
ad fort — per maund 

Nergeel — Cocoa-nuts, per cent. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 8th April, 1782. 


THE Governor General lays before the Board a letter 
which he has juſt received from the Refident at Benares. 
He deems the ſubject of ſo much importance, that he 
withes the Board to take it immediately into conſideration, 
and whatever orders it may be neceſſary for him to give to 
the chief Magiſtrate of that city, he thinks that an anſwer 
to the Reſident ſhould be fent in the name of the Board. 


8 — mY | 

It is with much concern that I find myſelf obliged to 
inform you of the ill behaviour of Durbeetzy Sing, and 
its melancholy conſequences, on the morning of yeſterday, 

The plain ſtatement of the caſe is as follows :— — | 

A body of armed men, to the amount of an hundred 
and fifty or two hundred, entered the town of Benates, and 
attempted to carry off by force the perſon of one Buſſant 
Loll, whom Durbeetzy Sing affirms is indebted to him on 
account of revenue. The man, afſembling his friends, 
oppoſed force by force; in the ſkirmiſh an unconcerned 
ſpectator was ſhot through the body, and two of the Naib's 
parties were deſperately wounded. 

Immediately as the intelligence reached me, I directed 
Captain Hogan to . two companies of ſepoys, and in 
a meſſage to the Chief Magiſtrate, informing him that a 


military force, if he judged it neceſſary, was ready to march 
to his aſſiſtance. N | 

Durbeetzy Sing, on my requiſition, delivered up three 
people who were the leaders of the party in this diſtur- 


bance, and I have ſent them to Ally Ibrahim Cawn, that 
juſtice may be done upon them according to la. 

It will however be an hard caſe, ſhould theſe poor 
wretches ſuffer capitally for the obedience which they paid 
to the commands of the Naib; they were ignorant of the 
— of the ſervice on which they were ſent. Dur- 
beetzy Sing is the perſon criminal on whom the whole cen 
ſure ought to fall, and the puniſhment be inflited. * 

His dire& procedure ſhould have been either to have ap- 
9 through me, to the Chief Magiſtrate for the en- 

t of the payment of the money due to him, or 
for the delivery of the perſon of his debtor. In ſuch a 
caſe there is an abſolute neceſſity for ſupporting his claim, 
left the collection of his revenue ſhould be impeded ; but it 
is equally as incumbent on me to watch with a jealous 
eye, leſt any encroachment ſhould be made, as in the pre- 
ſent caſe, on the authority of the Chief Magiſtrate, as the 
peace and quiet of the town in a great meaſure depend on 
the reverence and reſpect with which his character is con- 
ſidered, and the knowledge which the public ought to have 
of his independence from any controul of the Rajah. 
. I ſhould be wanting in equity to Ally Ibrahim Cawn, 


was I to be filent on the moderation and propriety of his 


conduct, fince he has been veſted with his preſent appoint- 
ment. He has, I believe, given univerſal ſatisfaction; and 
by how much it was more difficult for him to eſcape from 
cenſure in a town where the inſtitution of an adawlut was 
new, and its powers heretofore unexperienced, by ſo much 
he deſerves applauſe from you and the Honourable Board, 
and I hope it will be given to him as a juſt reward of his 
merit. | 

Benares, I have the Honour, &c. 
April iſt, 1782. (Signed) Wu. MARKHAM. 
P. S.—I have encloſed a letter from Ally Ibrahim Cawn. 

| (Signed) W.M. 
Agreed, That the following letter be immediately writ- 
ten + RA p 
ir, ; | 

The Governor General has juſt received, and imparted 

2 your letter addreſſed to him under date the iſt in- 
c. 

We approve the conduct which you obſerved on occa- 

2 nf e 1 cauſed by the violence ox Dur- 
zy Sing's people, by parading the troops, and offering 

their aid to the ſupport of the Chief Magittra 
the peace of the town, but we are — 


iſtrate in keeping 
to find that the 


tumult was quelled without their aſſiſtance. We think 
that Durbeetzy Sing was very reprehenſible, in attempting 
| | NT i ta 
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to introduce a military force into the city of Benares ; we 
direct that you ſignify our diſpleaſure to him, and acquaint 
him that if any perſon- in Benares is indebted on account 
of the revenue, he may ſummon him by his own warrant, 
but muſt apply to the Chief Magiſtrate for his authority to 
apprehend him, in caſe of diſobedience, and not afſume 
thar power in his own perſon. We ſhall give orders to the 
Chief Magiſtrate to grant him every neceſſary affiflance in 
caſes of this kind, but not to ſuffer of the city 
to be diſturbed by the lawleſs acts of his dants ; at 
the ſame time it will be neceſſary to publiſh that all perſons 
who endeavour to ſhelter themſelves in the town, in order 
to avoid payment of their rents, ſhall be lia 
puniſhment. | 
Fort William, We 
gth Auguſt, 1782, 


That the Governor General be requeſted to 
iſſue the neceſſary orders in conſequence to the Chief Ma- 
giſtrate.at Benares. 

Reſolved, That the Commander in Chief be directed to 
order Colonel Sir John Cumming, with five regiments, to 
return immediately towards the Carunnaflar, and to halt 
in any convenient ſituation, within the province of Bahar, 


in that neighbourhood. 


Extra? of Bengal General Conſultations, the 22d April, 1 782. 
READ the following letter from General Stibbert. 


Gentlemen, 

The Governor General having intimated to me the ne- 
ceſſity of forming a corps for the immediate defence of the 
fort of Beejai Ghurr, and the neighbouring diſtricts, and 
having requeſted that I would draw out a plan of ſuch an 
eſtabliſhment as I judged would anſwer the purpoſe, I beg 
leave to ſubmit the accompanying to your conſideration, 

As we have always experienced a difficulty in recruiting 
the regular regiments ſtationed in Bengal, which difficulty 


no increaſes, there will ariſe to the ſervice a very great 


advantage from' having a body of diſciplined men, from 
whence draughts may at all times be made; I therefore 
propoſe that this corps, beſides performing the ſervices of 
the above garriſon, hal be a nurſery for ſupplying re- 
. to all up all occaſional vacancies in the regiments 
ow. 
The Board will ſee that I propoſe this corps ſhall re- 
- ceive brigade pay, and half batta; leſs than that I am 
afraid would not be ſufficient for the men, conſidering the 
ſervices on which they may be employed ; and were they 
to 
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to receive more, on being draughted to corps in canton- 
ments, they would conſider a reduction of pay as a hard- 
ſhip, and not be prevailed upon to remain. 

To the end that the intention of this corps may be fully 
anſwered, I ſhall in the event of the Board's complying 
with the propoſition, give ſuch inſtructions as ſhall appear 
to me beſt calculated for the purpoſe. 

For the command of the cofps I beg leave to propoſe 
Captain Archibald Hook, who is, I think, in every reſpe& 
well qualified for the charge. | | 
Fort William, I am, &c. | 
the 15th April, 1782. (Signed) Gl. STIBBERT. 


Plan 4 @ Corps to be _ for the Service of the Garri ſin 
of Beejai Ghurr, and Defence of that Frontier; and for 
a 2 to {#229 the Regiments of Sepeys ſtationed in 
Bengal with Recrunts, to fill up all Vacancies which may 


happen in them. 
ESTABLISHMENT, for the Corps. 


I Captain Commandant, 1 European Adjutant, 1. Aſ- 
ſiſtant Surgeon, 1 Serjeant Major, 1 Quarter Maſter Ser- 
jeant, 1 Drill Serjeant, 10 Subakdars, 10 Jemantdars, 
40 Havildars, 40 Naicks, 500 Sepoys, 10 Drummers and 
Fifers, 10 Trumpeters, 10 Beeſties. | 

Native Staff effettive.—1 Jemmadar Adjutant, 1 Havil- 
dar Major, 3 Black Doctors, 10 Sircars, 3 Gurry-men. 
Artiſfcers.— 1 Miſtry Smith, 1 Fireman, — 
man, 1 Armourer, 1 Sicklegar, 1 Carpenter, 1 Sail-maker, 
2 Chucklers. | 

Laſcars, Bildars, &. —1 Tindal, 10 Laſcars, 5 Bil- 
dars, for pitching and trenching tents, clearing ground, 
&c.—3 Sweepers, 3 Watermen, for the officers and ſer- 
jeants. 


ESTAB LISHMEN T for the Ag TILL ERV. 


For the garriſon.—1 Serang, 2 Tindals, 5 
50 Laſcars, 1 Head Smith, 2 inferior ditto, 1 Head Car- 
penter, 2 Inferior Carpenters, 10 Builders, 10 Coolies, 
2 Sweepers, 1 Bullock Bheeſty, 1 hand ditto. 


The ſum of 150 rupees per month is to be allowed the 
Captain Commandant, for iron, ſteel, charcoal, bazar me- 
dicines, repairs of camp equipage, &c. required for the ſer- 
vice of the garriſon and corps; 50 rupees per month is alſo 
2 for writers and ſtationary ; and 120 for Hircarrahs, 
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The ſame off- reckonings to be deducted from the pay of 
the men of this corps, as from the brigade regiments, the 
amount of which is to be paid to the 3 — 
at the end of the year, who will furniſh his men with cloth- 
ing made up after the uſual form, 
| henever any drafts of men are made from this corps, 
their arms, accoutrements, and clothing are to be retained 
for freſh levies, which are to be immediately made to com- 
plete the eſtabliſhment, and be ready to anſwer further de- 


mands. | 
(Signed) GI. STIBBERT. 


The native officers, ſepoys, and other people belonging 
to this corps, are to receive the pay which is eſtabliſhed for 
the regular regiments, and half batta, whether ſtationed in 
or out of the garriſon. 5 


(Signed) GI. STIB BERT. 


Tue Governor General delivers in the following minute 

on this ſubject. 
Governor General, 

Having had an opportunity of viewing the fort of Bidjy 
Gur, I am of opinion, both from the importance of its 
ſituation, on the extreme frontier of our provinces, and 
from its great elevation, which renders it impregnable, if 

roperly defended, againſt any number of affailante, that 
it ought to be maintained, and a ſmall garriſon would be 
ſufficient for that purpoſe ; but if neglected by us, ſuch a 
poſt, in the poſſellion of a foreign or hoſtile power, might 
prove of infinite danger to our intereſts in that quarter: I 
therefore recommend, as the firſt point of conſideration, 
that it be kept and garriſoned by the Company's forces. 
The General's plan has two objects: Firſt, the defence of 
the place, for which, as I have ſaid, a very few men will 
be ſufficient againſt multitudes ; but they would require 
uent reliefs, on account of the unhealthineſs of the 
air, both in the ſummer and rainy ſeaſons. 

The 2d object is, to make this eſtabliſhment a nurſery 
for recruits, which may be had of very fit men for the ſer- 
vice in the neighbourhood ; I recommend the eſtabliſhment 
accordingly. | | 

The forts of Augoury and Luteifpoor being of little or no 
conſequence to the ſecurity of the frontier, orof the province, 
whilſt we have a garriſon at Bidijgur, I recommend their 
being given up to the Zemindar, or deſtroyed, as the Board 
ſhall judge beſt ; but no ill conſequence is to be apprehended 
from putting them into the hands of the Zemindar. 

deferred giving any final orders on theſe ſubjects whilſt 


I was at Benares, wiſhing that the Board and Commander 
| | in 
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in Chief might have an opportunity of diſcuſſing thoſe . 


points, and forming their ultimate opinion from perſonal 
enquiry. 


Agreed to the Commander in Chief's plan and propoſal. 


Ordered, That it be iſſued in general orders. 
Reſolved, That the forts of Leitteefpore and Augoury 


be delivered up to the Zemindars by the Reſident, he tak- 


ing their receipts for the ſame, with a promiſe to deliver 
them up to any garriſon that the Board may think proper to 
place them in $9 3 
Agreed that the following letter be written to Mr. Mark- 
ham. 
—S =o. 3 
We direct that the forts of Augoury and Lutteefpore, in 
the Zemindary of Benares, be delivered up to the Zemin- 
dar, on his giving you a receipt in writing for the ſame, 
with an obligation to reſtore them, or either of them, when 
demanded, if at any time hereafter this Government ſhould 
deem it neceſſary to garriſon them with the Company's 
troops. WES: » $. 
Fort William, We are, &c. 
22d April, 1782. 


Read the following letter from General Stibbert. 
Gentlemen, 5 

I do myſelf the honour of laying before you the copy of 
a letter addreſſed to me by Colonel Blair, and have to re- 

veſt, that the Board will be pleaſed to give ſuch inſtrue- 
has to the Reſident at Benares, as they may judge proper, 
reſpecting the payment of the arrears due to the troops ſta- 
tioned in that Zemindary. 


Fort William, have the honour to be, &c. 
18th April, 1782. GI. STIBBERT. 
Major General Stibbert, Commander in Chief of the Forces, 
Sc. Cc. 
Sir, 


T conſider it as my duty to acquaint you, that the gar- 
riſon of Chunar, and the troops under my commiand in the 
Zemindary of Benares, will be four months in arrears the 


end of this month. 


Chunar, I am, with reſpect, &c. 
the gth April, 1782. (Signed) WM. BLAIR. + 
A true Copy. 


WM. ScoTT, Secretary. 


Governor General, 
recommend that the Reſident at Ben ares be immediately 


inſtructed to diſcharge the arrears due to the troops in that 


O 2 province, 


* 


— 
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r 
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3 

province, as ſtated by the Commander in Chief. And 
that in future the monthly diſburſements of the Paymaſter's 
office on that ſtation be advanced by the Refident to the 
Paymaſter, for which the latter ſhall grant his bills on the 
Paymaſter General. | | 

| Agreed to.— The following letter is accordingly written 
to Mr. Markham. 

Ir, | 
It having been repreſented to us that the troops com- 
manded by Colonel Blair will be four months in arrears of 
pay by the end of this month, if no preſent means are 
taken to ſatisfy them, we direct that you diſcharge the ar- 
Tears which ſhall be due to theſe troops, and that in future 
you advance the ſums requiſite for the monthly diſburſe- 
ments of the —— on that ſtation, taking his drafts 
on the Military Paymaſter General for the amount, tranſ- 
mitting them to the Preſidency. 
Fort William, We are, &c. 
the 18th April, 1782. 


Received a letter as follows, from Colonel Blair. 
Gentlemen, 

In compliance with the inſtructions of the Honourable 
the Governor General, dated the 14th January, 1782, di- 
recting me to order a ſurvey to be made of the grain taken 
and depoſited in the forts of Beejie Ghur and Leetiefpore, 

I hereby eneloſe the reports that have been made to me. 
ſpecifying the different ſorts of grain, allo the quantity and 
quality of each, contained in the above forts, 

From the general bad ſtate which this grain has been 
found to be in, and the great proportion of it reported un- 
ſerviceable, partly from age, but moſtly owing to the bad 
condition in which the golas are reported to me to be in, 
there is my reaſon to conclude, that the firft rain will ren- 
der the whole uſeleſs. I would therefore beg leave to re- 
commend it to Government to order it to be diſpoſed of in 
what manner they may think proper, without delay. 

Chunar Ghur, I have the honour to be, &c. 
the 28th March, 1782. (Signed) Wu. BLAIR... 


Ordered, That the encloſures in Colonel Blarr's letter 
be entered after the conſultation. | 
Reſolved, That the following letters be written to Mr. 
2 8 and Colonel Blair: 
ir, | 
Having received reports from Colonel Blair of the quan- 
tity of grain lying in ſtore in the forts of Bidjee Gurr and 
Luttiefpore, we encloſe copies thereof for your informa- 
tion, We direct that you receive charge of the ſame, 19 | 
orde: 
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order it to be ſold on the Company's account, either on the 
ſpot, or at ſuch other place as you ſhall deem moſt advan- 
tageous. : 
Fort William, We are, &c. 
22d April, 1782. | 
(Signed) Governor General and Council, 


=_ - | 
We have received your letter of the 28th ultimo, with 
the reports encloſed of the grain in ſtore at Bedjy Gur and 
Luttiefpore, which we have directed the Reſident to receive 
charge of, and to order to be ſold at public auction. You 
will therefore cauſe the ſame to be delivered over to him. 
Fort William, We are, &c, 

22d April, 1782. 
| (Signed) Governor General and Council, 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 10th May, 1782. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, dated gth April, and have, in obedience to your 
orders, fignified to the Naib Durbedzy Sing your diſplea- 
ſure at his attempt to introduce a military force within the 
town of Benares; and the mode which he is to obſerve in 
future, ſhould any perſons indebted to him attempt to ſkreen 
themſelves by taking refuge within the city. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
Benares, (Signed) Wm. MARKHAM, 
Zoth April, 1782. Reſident 


Extrad of General Letter from Bengal, dated gib May, 
1782. 


Par. 19. In egy wap ie a repreſentation from the 
Reſident at Benares, that the duty of 5 per cent. which had 
been fixed as the amount of the Cuſtoms to be collected by 
Rajah Mahipnarain were too heavy upon ſpices, raw filk, 
and other valuable articles of conſiderable traffic, which 
would conſequently be conveyed thro? other channels to the 
ultimate place of their deſtination, we agreed to reduce the 
duty on — goods to 21 per cent. which will be more 

uitable, and nearer the rates levied upon theſe commo- 
dities by the former Raja. 


Extract of Bengal General Conſultations, the 13th May, 1782. 


1 READ two letters, as follows, from the Reſident at 
enares. 


O 3 Honourable 
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Honourable Sir, and Sirs; | 
I was duly honoured with your favour of the 18th April, 
and ſhall in obedience to your orders diſcharge the arrears 
due to the troops ſtationed at Chunar Ghur, and ſhall 
henceforward advance the ſums requiſite for their monthly 
diſburſements, taking the Paymaſter's drafts for the ſame. 
Benares, J have the honour to be, &c. 
30th April, 1782. (Signed) WILLM. MARKHAM. 


Honourable Sir, and Sus, | 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter, dated the 6th inſtant, and have in conſequence noti- 
fied to the Naib Durbeetzy Sing your directions reſpecting 
the eſtabliſhment of the Cuſtoms ; pointing out to him the 
particular articles of merchandize on which the duty of 24 
per cent. only is to be levied ; I have likewiſe informed the 
principal Merchants of Benares, by a circular perwannah, 
of your orders on this head, and have alſo publiſhed the 
mode for the collection, and the rate of duties, by the pub- 
lic cryer. | ay ne 

3 I have the honour to be, &c. 
the 3oth April, 1782, (Signed) Wu. MARKHAM. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter 
from — Reſident at Benare. 1 
Ws * a | 
Having received a letter from Doctor Balfour, the Sur- 
geon at this ſtation, deſiring to be inſtructed what allow- 
ances the Honourable Board have directed me to make to 
him, Lmuſt requeſt that you will inform me if any have 
been as yet ſettled, and if not, that you will mention the 
cireumſtance to the Members of the Board, and acquaint 
me with their determination. | 


- Benares, I am, &c. 
25th April, 1782. (Signed) Wm. MARKHAM. 


Agreed that the following eſtabliſhment be fixed for Mr. 


Balfour. 


As Surgeon to the Refident, and for giving medical aſ- 
ſiſtance to gentlemen reſorting thither for the ſake of his 
advice—Majors field allowances of pay, and batta. 
Fot ſupplying the ſtation ' with medicines and defraying the 
other expences of an hoſpital—the ſame allowances that 
are given at Chunar. © Pg 


For houſe rent — — — Rs 300 


For acting as Perſian Interpreter to the Refident — 300 
Agreed, That the Reſident at Benares be authorized to 
Ordered, 


o 


pay the above eſtabliſhment. 


Ordered, That notice thereof be given to the Board of 
Inſpection. | 


Extract of Bengal General Conſultations, the 20th May, 1782. 


READ the following letter from the reſident at Benares. 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I herewith have the honour to tranſmit you an account 
of the receipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from 
the 3d March, 1782, to the 3d April, 1782; by which 
you will perceive that Rajah Myipnarain has liquidated his 
two kiſts for Maug and Phaugun. | 

I have likewiſe encloſed an account current of a bill 
which the Honourable the Governor General ſent me from 
Patna, and the amount of which he directed me, on re- 
ceipt, to advance to the paymaſter at Chunar Ghurr, for 
the diſburſements of the arrears due to the troops ſtationed 
at that garriſon, 

Mr. Steel, the Paymaſter, has appolied to me for the 
monthly pay of the troops ſtationed in the Zemindary of 
Benares ; but as I have orders only to liquidate the abſtracts 
of the ſixth regiment, I could not comply with his requeſt, 
but informed him I ſhould mention his requeſt to your Ho- 
nourable Board, and wait for directions on this head. 

As there will be a conſiderable ſum of money in my 
hands, even after deducting the amount pay of the Chunar 
Ghurr troops, I wiſh to receive directions, whether I ſhall 
ſend it down by bills to Calcutta, or in what manner I ſhall 
diſpoſe of it. 

Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
3d April, 1782. (Signed) Wm. MARKHAM, 

The Board obſerve, that the Reſident, at the date of the 
above letter, had not received their orders for the payment 
of the troops commanded by Colonel Blair, which were 
four months in arrear. | 

Ordered, That the accounts encloſed in the above letter 
be ſent to the Accountant General. 


Extract of Bengal General Conſultations, the 11th Fuly, 1782, 


READ the following letter from Colonel Blair. 
Gentlemen, 
I ſome time ago took the opportunity of the Reverend 
Mr. Blanchard's paſſing this — to ſend under his 


charge, addrefſed to your Honourable Board, two boxes, 
containing muſters of ordnance ſtores, captured from the 

late Rajah Cheyt Sing, agreeable to the incloſed lift. 
They have been kept under my on charge ever fince 
the day they were captured, in an engagement againſt the 
O4 Rajah's 
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Rajah's troops, near the town of Petitat; and I do hereby 
certify, upon honour, that they have been declared by every 
officer, both artillery and infantry, that have examined 
them, to have been manufactured and compounded in this 
country; and I alfo hereby teſtify, that they are the iden- 
tical ſtores that were delivered to me, as being taken in the 
before- mentioned action. | | 8 
Chunar, I have the honour to be, &c. 
ad July, 1782. (Signed) Wm. BLAIR. 


Liſt of ſtores diſpatched to the Preſideney, in two boxes, 
as ſamples of thoſe captures, from Cheyt Sing. 


Catridges filled light 


filled, and fixed to chain ſhot — 2 
to grape  — 8 I 
No. I. to rounds . — 
V!VNPM.uſquet-balled — I 
Blue lights — — | 
Powder — — — 
Shot, fixed to bottoms, grape _ 2 
Tubes, filled, copper — | 
No. 2. Shot, looſe chain _ — 21 
of ſizes, round „ 8 
Chunar Ghur, | (Signed) Wm. BLAIR, 
5th July, 1782. | Colonel. 


Ordered. That the ordnance ſtores, mentioned in the 
above letter, be produced before the Board for inſpection, 
as ſoon as they ſhall arrive at Calcutta, ä 


Extract of Bengal General Conſultations, the 15th July, 1 782. 


READ the following letter, and encloſure, from the 
Reſident of Benares, . 51 7 3 
HFonourable Sir, and Sirs, | 

I herewith have the honour to tranſmit you' an account 
of the receipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from the 
zd of May, 1782, to the zd of June, 1782; by which 
you will perceive, that Rajah Myipnarain has liquidated 
his eighth kiſt for Byſauch. | 85 | | 
I likewiſe have the honour to incloſe you Captain Tho- 
mas Hogan's receipt in duplicate, account diſburſements 
of the ſeven companies of Sepoys ſtationed at Benares. 

The Deputy Paymaſter of the cavalry has applied to me 
for the arrears due to the ſecond regiment ; but as your Ho- 
nourable Board have directed me to advance no ſums what- 
ever, unleſs by your ſpecial order, I refuſed to comply with 
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bis application until I ſhould receive your direction to that 


u le. ; 

2 I have the honour to be, 
Benares, With the greateſt reſpect, 
Zd June, 1782. Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
$44 145. Your moſt obedient, * 

Humble ſervant, 

- WN. MARKHAM, 
| Reſident, ' 

Ordered, That the Paymaſter's receipts be ſent to the 
Paymaſter General; and that the accounts be entered after 
the conſultation, ' | „„ 
William Markham, in account with the Honourable 


Company. 

Dr. e f 
1782, May 3. To balance remaining in 4 
my hands this day, as per account | 1 

tranſmittel— — 91,435 8 8 in 
June 2. To caſh received from Rajah KS bY 
- Myipnarain, in full of his eighth kiſt 4 
due for Byſau ß —— — 278,000 — 1 
e MW ee 2 7 
Benares S* R. 3,59, 435 8 8 1 
„ 9 | 45 

Cr. 


1782. May 7. By caſh paid to the family 
ly of the late Coſſim _ Khaun, per 
order of the Honourable Governor Ge- 
neral, for the month of April 82. 1,200 
June 1. By caſh paid Nabob Savaul Ally 
- Khaun, his allowance for the month of 
May, 1782 ' 
Oud Siccass— 25,000 — — 
Dedu& Batta at 5 per cent. 1246 15 6 


1. By Caſh paid Ibrahim Ally Khaun, 
his allowance for the month of May, 
$1982 — {| « — 

I. By caſh paid the rent of the houſe 
occupied by the Refident, for the 
month of May, 1782, as per order of 
the Honourable Governor General 300 — — 

1. By caſh paid the rent of the houſe 
occupied by Ibrahim Ally Khaun, for 
the month of May, 1782, as per order 
of the Honourable Governor General 100 — mn 

1. By caſh paid Captain Thomas Ho- 8 

gan, as per his abſtracts for the month 
of May, 1782, on account of diſburſe- 
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ments of the ſeven companies ſta- 


tioned at Benares, according to the 
order of the Honourable Governor 


General — — — 11,120 3 — 
1 P 60g 2 » 6 
Jane 3. By balance remaining in my hands 3,24,826 6 2 


Benares S8 Rs 3:69.435 n 


nn 


Benares, 3d June, 1 1782. Errors excepted. 
(Signed) per WILLIAM — 


Rajah Myipnarain on account Revenue with the Honour- 
a able Company, 
r. 


1782. April 27. To account revenue due 
from thę Rajah, being * amount of his 
eighth kiſt — Byſauch — 223 78,000 :; — 


* Benares Sicca rupees A — — 
r. — . 
1782. June 2d. By account revenue re- 

ceived from Rajah Myipnarain, being 

the amount of his eighth kiſt for Byſach 2,78,000 — — 


Benares Sicca rupees 2,78,000 kent. 
each 
Benares, 3d June, 1782. Errors excepted. 
(Signed) per WI. MARKHAM, 
Reſident. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 12th Auguſt, 1782. 


RECEIVED the following letter from the Command- 


ant of Artillery. 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

In obedience to your commands, I examined "I amu- 
nition found in poſſeſſion of Rajah Cheit Sing, of which 
J have the honour to tranſmit to you a report. | 

Fort William, And am, &. 
3ſt Auguſt, 1782. (Signed) PATRICK DUFF, 

| Lieut. Col. commanding the Artillery, 


Report of ammunition taken from Rajah Cheit Sing, ex- 
amined by order of the Honourable Governor General 
and Council, Fort William, 1ſt Auguſt, 1782. 


Cartridges, light, 2.— The cartridge bags made of coun- 


vy cloth, fit for firing the morning and evening gun. 
Filled 
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Filled and fixed to chain ſhot, 2.—The ſhot hammered, 
but round, the chains good, with double ſwivels in the 
center, and fingle ſwivels at each end; the ſhot and chains 
weigh 41b. 60z. and 41b goz. powder wt. 31b. 10 oa. 
and 31b. 11 oz. | | 

Ditto, ditto to grape, 1.—Shot, leaden, quilted after 
the European manner, and fixed as we do; cartridge 
country cloth double, the ſhot weight 5 lb. the powder 3 lb. 
II oz. 

Ditto, ditto to round ſhot, 3.— The ſhot are fixed with- 
out bottoms, and with a little oakum between the powder 
and ſhot; the cartridge bags country cloth double, the ſhot 
and powder weight as follows : 


| Ib. ozs. | Ib. ozs. 

No. 9. Shot — 32 — Powder — 1 5 
2. Ditto — 2 15 Ditto — — 15 

3. Ditto — 2 4 Ditto — 9 


Balled muſquetry, French, 9.— The balls hammered, 
but round; the powder glazed, and very good; the am- 
munition as well made up as ours, but the paper rubbed 
by carriage, and being long made up. TEES 

Light, blue, 2.—One of which I burned, and found good. 

Port fires filled, 5.—Tried one of them, it burned clear, 
and for near ten minutes, but not ſtrong; the paper 
damp, and the port fires rather loſt, owing to the wet 
ſeaſon ; there are only ſulphur and falt petre uſed in the 
compoſition, but they are fit for uſe. 

Powder, country, fires ſound, 1.— The powder looks 
well, but it is not proof, owing perhaps to the dampneſs of 
the weather, | | 

Leaden ſhot, fixed to bottoms, grape, 2.—Leaden ſhot, 
quilted after the European manner ; not being painted, they 
are not ſo firm as our grape, but till ſerviceable. 

Shot, looſe chain, 2.—Weighing 4 P. , and 4 1 oz. 
chains good length, two feet ſeven inches, with double 
Swivels in the center, and fingle ſwivels at each, and ſer- 
viceable. | | | | 

Round 6 pounders, 2.—They are hammered, but ex- 
tremely round, and ſo well executed, that the mark of the 
hammer is hardly to be perceived; one ſhot weighed 6 lb. 
1-2 0z, the other 6 24, fit for ſervice. 

Ditto of ſizes, 6.— From 4 pound 6F oz. to 2 P. half an 
ounce, hammered, but round, and ſo well done, that the 
mark of the hammer is hardly to be ſeen on any of them; 
but one ſerviceable, | 

Tubs filled, 2.—Burned one, and found it extremely 

uick, and fit for ſervice, made up exactly after the 


uropean manner. 
F (Signed) PATRICK DUFF, 
Lieut. Col, commanding the Artillery. 


— 
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The Governor General thinks it neceſſary to add to this 
report, that theſe ſpecimens were prepared 'and ſent to 
the Board by Colonel Blair, in conſequence of inſtructions 
left with him at the Governor General's department, from 
Chunar, with the expectation that they would have arriv- 
ed at the Preſidency before him. he length of time 
which has elapſed fince they have been received into our 
own ſtores muſt have produced a very great alteration in 
the qualities, both of the powder and the compoſition of 
every other article of the converted ſtores, that their ap- 
pearance in their preſent ſtate will be ſufficient to ſhew 
whether they were the effe& of 223 neceſſity, or the 
work of men long practiſed in the buſineſs both of the 
forge and laboratory. The Members of the Board them- 
ſelf have inſpected them; and 1 wiſh to appeal to them for 
their own obſeryations of the qualities of theſe articles. 

The Board are clearly of opinion, That the ſeveral 
ſtores have been manufactured by men who were conver- 
ſant in the arts, and that the 7 preparation of them 
evidently carries the appearance of a premeditated refiſtance 
Ls ab, OE RPE. G 


Extratt of Bengal General Conſultations, the 19th Auguſt, 
IE oP . ps 


READ the following letters from the Refident at Be- 
nares. 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I herewith have the honour to tranſmit you an account 
of the receipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury from 
the zd July, 1782, to the 3d Auguſt, 1782, by which you 
will perceive that Rajah Myipnarain has liquidated his 
BARBARA: T7 ET ] nt ot 
I likewiſe have the honour to encloſe you Captain Thomas 
Hogan's receipt in duplicate, account diſburſements of the 
Seven Companies ſepoys ſtationed at Benares, and the 
Chunar Gur Paymaſter's drafts for 275,000 rupees. 
Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 


5th July, 1732. (Signed) W. MARKHAM, 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I herewith have the honour to tranſmit you an account 
of the receipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury from 
the 3d of June, 1782, to the 3d July, 1782, by which 
you will perceive that Rajah Myipnarain has liquidated his 
gth kiſt of Jaut. 5 N 

I likewiſe have the honour to incloſe you Captain, 
Thomas Hogan's receipt in duplicate, account diſburſe- 
ments of the Seven Companies ſepoys ſtationed at Benares, 
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the Chunar Gur Paymaſter's receipt for 150,000 rapees, 
and Doctor Balfour's for arrears of pay from the month 
of December, 1781, in which he was appointed to a& as 
Surgeon at this ſtation, to the month of June incluſive. 
Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. | 
19th July, 1782, (Signed) WM. MARKHAM. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 1ſt July; and ſhall, according to your orders, 
anſwer ſuch bills of exchange as the Parade General, 
Brigade Paymaſters, or their deputies, ſhall draw upon me, 
for the payment of the troops within the provinces. 

Benares, | ] have the honour to be, &c. 


20th July, 1782. (Signed) W. MARKHAM. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Herewith I have the honour to tranſmit you the ac- 
count tales of the grain at Lutiffpoor, by which you will 
obſerve that there is 496 maunds 19 ſteer above the ſtate- 
ment figned by William Taylor, Quartermaſter Serjeant. 
Although much of the grain was undamaged, it would not 
ſell at an equal price with the grain of the country. 

With reſpect to the grain in the fort of Beidzai Ghur, 
I find that after a very diligent exertion on my part, 4t will 
by no means anſwear the 1deas which your Honourable 

oard perhaps conceive of its value: the labour requiſite 
to tranſport it from the fort to the valley, and the diſtance 
of any gunge from the place, have prevented my receiving 
any offers which I conſidered ſufficiently advantageous for 
Government; I have therefore directed ſmall ſheds to be 
erected for its preſervation, the expence of which will not 
prove above 150 rupees, and would recommend that it 
cither be left as ſtore for the garriſon, or be delivered over 
to the commanding officer, to be retailed to the ſepoys of 
that ſtation at a reaſonable rate. | 

Benares, ' I have the honour to be, &c. 
22d July, 1782. (Signed) WM. MARKHAM. 


Ordered, That the accounts incloſed in the above letter 
be ſent to the Accountant General, and the receipts for 
money advanced to the troops, to the military Paymaſter 
General. 

Agreed, That the following reply be written to Mr. 
Markham. 

Sir. 

We have received your ſeveral letters to the 22d July. 

We obſerve what you ſay reſpecting the grain remaining 
at Beejy Ghur, for the preſervation of which you found it 

neceſſary 
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neceſſary to ere& temporary ſheds. We approve of its 
being kept as a ſtore for the ſervice of the garriſon there, 
and at the ſame time' defire you will authorize the com- 
manding officer to retail any part of it that he may be able 
to diſpoſe of to the ſepoys under his command, 

Fort William, We are, &c. 
19th Auguſt, 1782. 


Extract of Court's Letter to Bengal; dated, 28th Aug. 1782, 


Par, 4. YOUR proceedings reſpecting Mr. Francis 
Fowke are really ſurpriſing to us. Mr. Fowke's firſt ap- 

intment to be Reſident at Benares was in Auguſt, 1775. 
He was recalled from thence in Decemher, 1776, and Mr. 
Graham appointed to ſucceed him. Our orders, however, 
of the zoth January, 1778, were poſitive for his reſtora- 
tion; but they were rendered ineffectual by your reſolu- 
tion, in July 1778, to ſuſpend the execution of them. In 
May, 1779, we repeated the orders reſpecting Mr. Fowke, 
and in conſequence thereof Mr. Fowke was again appoint- 
ed to proceed to Benares. But judge of our aſtoniſhment 
to find that, in January 1781, in contempt of our autho- 
rity, Mr. Fowke was once more removed from his ſtation 
at Benares. - So far from a charge having been brought 
againſt him, on which ground alone his removal could be 
juſtified, we find his conduct approved, and his character 
eſtcemed ; and, in lieu of the ſtation from which he is thus 
removed, another poſitive order of the Company was 
broken through, by his being appointed Agent for the 
. proviſion of boats to be employed for the military ſervice 
of your eſtabliſhment, with a commiſſion of 15 per cent. 
upon his diſburſements, and an allowance given him of 
A 1,000 per month, until the expiration of the then 
ſubſiſting boat contract. | 

5. Without meaning to diſapprove of the conduct of 
Mr. Markham, who was appointed to ſucceed Mr. Fowke 
at Benares, but merely to vindicate the authority of the 
Court of Directors, we hereby direct, that Mr. Fowke 
do immediately reſume his ſtation at Benares. As to the 
boat agency, that appointment muſt be immediately an- 
nulled, and the buſineſs performed by contract, in the 
manner repeatedly laid down for your guidance. 

6. Equally extraordinary and unwarrantable have been 
your proceedings reſpecting Mr. John Briſtow. He was 
appointed Reſident at Oude in December, 1774. In De- 
cember, 1776, he was recalled, without the ſhadow of a 
charge being exhibited againſt him. By our letter of 4th 
July, 1777, we ſignified our diſapprobation of the pro- 
ceedings againſt Mr. Briſtow, and directed that he ſhould 

| be 
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be reſtored to his ſtation; which direction we confirmed 
by our ſubſequent letter of the 23d December, 1778. Mr. 
Briſtow arrived in India in February, 1780, and in Octo- 
ber of the ſame year it was reſolved by your Board that 
Mr. Briſtow ſhould return to Oude, but that his appoint- 
ment ſhould be limited ſolely to the conduct of political 
negociations, Mr. Middleton being at the ſame time no- 
minated to ſettle pecuniary matters with the Vizier. On 
the 21ſt of May, 1781, upon receiving a letter from the 
Vizier, expreſſing his defire that Mr. Briſtow ſhould be 
removed from his Court, he was again recalled. But 
without entering into the conſideration of this matter, and 
in order to vindicate and uphold our own authority, we 
do hereby poſitively direct, that Mr. Briſtow do forthwith 
proceed to Oude in the ſtation of our Refident there. We 
do not mean in the leaſt to reflect on the character and 
ability of Mr. Middleton, who muſt be immediately re- 
called from thence; but it is a duty incumbent upon us 
thus to maintain the reſpe& due to the orders of the Court 
of Directors. You are likewiſe to obſerve, that we ſhall 
not ſuffer any other perſon to proceed to Oude for the ma- 
nagement of the finance, one perſon being in our opinion 
ſufficient to tranſact our buſinets there, as principal in both 
thoſe departments; and we expect our orders reſpecting 
the ſucceſſion to that reſidency be fully complied with. 


Extract of Bengal General Conſultations, 30th September, 1782. 


© READ the following letters from Benares. 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

J herewith have the. honour to tranſmit you the account 
particulars of the Benares Mint for five years; viz. from 
the Keggrie year 1190 inclufive, to 1194, as I received 
them from the Saheb Eyart, the Chowdry and Cannon- 
gore, and according to the reſult of a very ftrict enquiry, 
which I made upon the ſubject, 

Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
2d June, 1782. (Signed) Wm. MARKHAM. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

J herewith have the honour to tranſmit you an account 
of the receipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury from the 
LIE” 1782, to the 3d September, 1782, by which 

u will perceive that Rajah Myipnarain has liquidated his 
eleventh kiſt, for Sawun. | YE. 

I-likewiſe have the honour to encloſe you Captain 
Thomas Hogan's receipt in duplicate, account diſburſe- 
ments of the ſeven companies ſepoys ſtationed at Benares, 
tbe Chunar Ghur Paymaſter's draft for 85,000 _— 

. all 


and Doctor Francis Balfour's receipt for his allowance for 
the months of July, Auguſt, _ eptember 1782. 


Benares, bave the ha honour to be, &c, 
the 22d Sept. 1782. (Signed WM MARKHAM, 
Reſident. 


Ordered, That the encloſures in the letters of 22d 
tember be tranſmitted to the Accountant General, and thai 
the Mint accounts be entered after the conſultation. 


INCLOSURES IN THE LETTER FROM BENARES, DATED 
22 SEPTEMBER. 


Account Particulars A the Duties collected at the — Mint 
fer the 'Higgerie Year 1190, or the Engliſh Year 1776. 


Dauroobzurub (or Tankſaul) - 


Muſkook (implies Sicca coin) either gold 
mohurs or rupees. 


Gold Mohurs, 16,108. © 
t 


Gold mohurs coined in the Benares Min 

this year. 

Expence of coining the above gold mohurs, 
as paid into the Mint, at the rate of 14 ru- 
pees I anna per 2 gold mohurs 2 „265 3 — 

Zemindary duty, at two rupees 


cent. — — 22 2 
Per S 4 hy ; 6 


Ba. Sa. Rs. 1 3.64, 659. | 
Sicca rupees coined this year as per particu- 
lars, | 


From Chande or filver bullion, 3, 193960 
Sicca rupees. 
Expence of coining the above Sicca ru 
om filver bullion, as paid into the Mint 
at the rate of 1 rupee 4 annas per 3 Sicca 
rupees * 8 — 
Zemindary ys 4 at 2 ans. per EN 
cent. — 400 — 6 
2 
From Cuttaie, 6, 13,6 Benares Sicca ru- 
pees. 


Cuttaie implies old plate, old and light ru- 
pees, &c. &c. &c. that are brought to the 


Mint; 
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Mint, and coined into Benares Sicca ru- | | 
pees. | 

nce of coining the above Sicca rupees, 


na | | 
rom Cuttaie, as paid into the Mint, at | 
the rate of 14 annas per 3 Sicca ru- 


es r 364 13 6 
2 duty at 2 annas 864 13 
per cent. . — 766 5 — 
— 6,131 2 6 


Ghourſhaie rupees coined into Benares Sicca | 
rupees 4, 31, 638. x 
Expence of coining the above Sicca rupees 


from Ghourſhaie rupees, as paid into the 
Mint, at the rate of 7 annas per 2 Sicca 


rupdes © — — 1,888 11 9 
Zemindary duty, at 1 anna per | 
cent. — — 269 12 — 2 


” 2,158 7 9g. 
Murraddie (implies copper pice. ) | 4 
Expence of coining 7 10 maunds 10 ſeer of 
copper into pice, as paid into the Mint 
this year, at the rate of 14 annas per maund 


of copper — — 621 7 | 
Zemindary duty — — 88 12 2 2 
— 710 14 3 | 1 
In all — 15,986 15 © 14 
| _ f 

Mullerpherkaut. 15 
Tolebs, 91,7 59—Maſſas, 13. Wo 

From Godaicz Paſſa. | 


This article implies bullion which is melted 
down into ingots for the convenicncy of 
making gold and filver thread. Expence 
of melting and making the above tolehs of 
filver into ingots, as pu into the Mint 
this year, at the rate of 1 rs, 3 annas per 2 


tolehs — — 26 13 © 
Zemindary duty, at 2 ans. per 
toleh — — 102 7 6 


819 5 © 


. ˙ 


Vote I.. P Tolehs, 
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Tolehs, 8 50 Maſſas, 3. 
From Voſſul Taillah. 


This article implies the gilding with gold 
ſuch of the Goda Paſſa as is appropri- 
ated for manufacturing the gold thread 
only.—Experice of gilding the above to- 
lehs of filver for making gold thread, as 
paid into the Mint this year, at the rate of 
2 anns. 9 pice per toleh — 141 1 9 

Zemindary duty, at 3 pice per 
toleh — — 20 —— 


— 


— — 
— 


Tolehs, 37, 139 Maſſat, 6. 
| From Gotay. 


This article implies bullion that 1s extracted 


from old embroidered filks, cloths, linen, 
&c, which are brought to the Mint, and 
melted down. | 


Expence of melting, &c. the above tolehs, 
as paid into the Mint for this year, at the 
rate of 11 ans. per 3 tolehs 254 1 

Zemindary duty, at 1 anna 6 pice 
per 3 toleh — — 36 3 6 


Benares Sa. Rs. 3,096 4 9 
From Currul Sullonie. 3 
This article implies the droſs and ſilver tha 
remains in the earthen veſſel, bullion, &c. 
is melted in. 
Expence of coining the above Benares Sicca 
rupees, as paid into the Mint for this 
year, at the rate of 1 rupee 12 annas per 


cent. ; "_ mw 2 
Zemindary duty, at 1 anna per cent. 7 11 6 


— 


| Avoab Mulleh pherkaut. 


The aſhes and ſweepings of the Mint this 
year amounts to — — 


In all — 1, 350 11 6 


161 1 9 


290 $5 © 


61 15 9 


18 0 0 


—— 


Nuckau ſee 


Nuckauſee Roaker Mahajanaun. 


This article implies a duty which is paid into 
the Mint for all treaſure that is tranſported 
out of the town of Benares, by thoſe re- 
ſiding in it, at the rate of 3 annas 6 pice 
per cent. and amounts, to on 7, 12,795 
rupees, to — — 1,375 2 

Zemindary duty, ac 6 pice per 
i <: 60 08 


In all — 1,800 2 9 


| Mhehallaut. 
Ciſſah or lead. 


To profit gained on the tales of 176 maunds 
3 ſeer of lead this year, amounts to = 


'Tis the cuſtom of the Dagorah of the 
Mint to purchaſe a 8 of lead, which 
he afterwards retails to Merchants, who bring 
filyer, bullion, coins, &c. &c. for alloy. 


Jumboo Bazar. 


Duty paid into the Mint for lead uſed in the 
Bazars of Benares, at the rate of 6 pice 
per ſeer, and amounts this year to 


Jawvyher Kanna, 


Duty paid into the Benares Mint on glaſs, 
+» ſtones, beads, &c. &c. and amounts this 
year to Benares Sicca rupees - = 


Beta} Mehal. 
The eſtates of deceaſed perſons who have no 
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1,082 


I47 11 


3 


157 12 6 


heirs, ſuch immediately become the pro- 


perty of the Mint, and this year amounts 
to | -. 
N. B. Information is obtained . 


of the deceaſe of perſons in- 
teſtate, as follows : 


A caſt of people, called Dooms, 
are bound by a Mechulker to give 
information at the Mint when 
corpſe are brought down to the 
river fide to be either burnt or 
thrown into the Ganges Sg 

a. 2 


the 


6 
» 


* 
= * 5 1 2 
2 FY -* 


- - — he ” - 4 „ 
. * l — 


CI —ß 


— 
— 

2 BW , o 7 
= a- 


3 — : Ren 3.2" 503 


— — — — „* 


— 


— — —— ę——o— 


% 
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the ſervants' of the Mint on ſuch 
intelligence immediately proceed 
and make enquiry if ſuch —_ 
died inteſtate, or not: If they 
have, their valuables, &c. be- 
come the property of the Mint. 


To the amount of the yearly rent 
k of a large houſe, which became 
the property of the Mint in 
the reign of Aurenzeib, and is 
let out for the manufacturing 
of gold thread — — 448 11 3 
| — — 484 14 6 


| Inn all — 1,872 9 © 


j 
/ 


Total amount collections of the Benares 
Mint for the Higgeree year 1190, or Eng- 
liſh year 1796, Benares Sicca.rupees - 21,010 6 3 
Deduct amount ſalaries to the ſervants em- 
loyed in the Benares Mint for this year, . 
is Benares Sicca rupees - -<- = 2,311 12 9 


Balance neat profit, — Benares Sicca rupees 18,698 9 6 


Total amount duty of the Benares Mint, 
excluſive of the Zemindary duty, Bs. Sa. 


rupees — — «+ >» 6 
Total amount Zemindary duty, Bs. Sca. 
rupees — 2.239 6 3 
4 — 


Amounting together to Bens. Sicca rupees 21,010 6 3 


Account Particulars of the Duties collected at the Benares Mint 
for the Higgerie Year 1191, or the Engliſh Year 1777. 


Dauroobzurroob (or Taukſaub). 


Mufkook (implies Sicca coin) either gold 
; mohurs or rupees. 
Gold Mohurs, 3,719. 
Gold mohurs, coined this year in the Be- 
nares Mint. 


Expence of coining 535 gold mohurs, from 
Surat mohurs and old gold coins, as paid 
into the Benares Mint, at the rate ot 7 
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rupees 6 pice per 8 gold mo- 

hurs — 44 10 9 
Zemindary duty, 1 

R. per cent. 6 5 9 


Expence of coining 3, o84 gold 
mohurs from gold bullion, &c. 
as paid into the Mint, at the 
rate of 14 Rs. 1 As. per 2 gold 
mohurs — 43311 0 
Zemindary duty, at 
2 Rs. per cent. 61 11 3 R 
* 495 3 
— 546 6 9 
ä 10, 40, 99) 
Sicca rupees coined this year in the Benares 
Mint, as per particulars, viz. 
From chandie, or ſilver bullion, 2,49,073 
Benares Sicca rupees. 
Expence of coining the above Sicca ru 
— ſilver bullion, as paid into the Mint, 
at the rate 1 R. 4 A. per cent. 3,113 7 © 
Zemindary duty, at annas per 
cent. — — 311 5 © 
ry — 3424 120 
From Cuttaie; 7,70, 405 Sicca rupees. 
Cuttaie implies old and light coins, &c. 
brought into the Mint, and coined into Be- 
nares Sicca rupees. : 
Coined on account of the Merchants, Sicca 
rupees 7, 20, 381. 
Expence of coining the above Sicca rupees, 
as paid by the Merchants, at 14 annas per 3 
SGicca rupees, is — 6,303 11 6 
Zemindary duty, at 2 annas - 
| per cent. — — goo 7 © 
7,204 2 6 
Coined on account of Juſtick 
Roy, Sicca rupees 24,021. 
Expence of coining the above 
icca rupees, as paid by Juſ- 
P 3 tick 
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tick Roy, at the rate of 10 
Ans. 6 pice per 3 Sicca ru- 
pees — 157 10 6 
Zemindary duty, at 
1 An. b pice per 
cent. — 22 8 © 
= 180 2 6 


Coined on account of Gocul 
Chund, Benares Sicca rupees 
35,003. 
Expence of coining the above 
Groen rupees, as paid by Go- 
cul Chund, at the rate of 
7 annas per 8 Sicca ru- 
* 57> OP 23 
Zemindary duty, at 
I An. per cent. 21 14 o : 
e FE 
| 58 * 3 
From Ghourſhaie rupees. * 
Coined Benares Sicca rupees 12,519. 2 


Expence of coining the above Sicca rupees 
from Ghourſhaies, at the rate of 3 annas 6 
pice per g Benares Sicca rupees 27 7 9 

Zemindary duty, at 6 pice per 
cent. — —. — 3 14 6 


31 6 3 
Murradie (implies copper pice.) | 
Coined this year in the Benares Mint 
1,779 maunds 20 ſeer weight, as per parti- 
culars. | 


Benares weight 537 Mds. 37 Seer 2 Ck. 


E xpence of coining the above maunds of cop- 
per into pice, agreeable to the Benares 
weight, at the rate of 14 annas per maund 
of copper - 470 11 3 

Zemindary duty, at ; 

2 As. per maund 67 4 © 


| 537 15 3 
Allahabad weight, 1, 241 Mds. | 

23 Seer, 3 Ck. 
Expence of coining the above 

maunds of copper into pice, | 
agreeable 


Papers relating to Charge III. Parti 4 and 5. 215 


agreeable to the Allahabad 
weight, at the rate of 1 R. 5 
A. per maund 1,629 8 9 
Zemindary duty, 
at 3 As. per | 
maund 232 12 9 
— 1,82 5 6 


— . 


Mullerpherkaul. 


Tolehs, 71, 532 —Maſſas, 31. 
From Godauz Paſſa. 


This article implies bullion which is melted 
down into ingots, for the conveniency of 
making gold and filver thread, &c, | 


Expence of melting and making the above 

 tolehs of falver into ingots, at the rate of 1 
R. 3 ans. per 3 tolehs, is 741 1 9 
Zemindary duty, at 2 Ans. per 3 

tolehs — — 105 10 9 


" 


Tolebs, 777. 
From Voſſul Taillah. 


This article implies gilding with gold ſuch 
of the Godauz Paſſa as is appropriated for 
manufacturing the gold thread only. 


Expence of gilding the above tolehs of filver 
r making gold thread, at the rate of 


2 annas 9 — per toleh, is 127 8 6 


Zemindary duty, at 3 pice per 
toleh ä 3 — 18 2 6 


— . — ——— 


Tolebs, 38, 216. 
5 From Gotay. 


This article implies bullion that is ex- 
tracted from old embroidered ſilks, cloths, 
linen, &c. which are brought to the Mint, 
and melted down. 

Expence of melting, &c. the above tolehs, 
at the rate of 11 annas per 2 tolehs, 
is — — — 201 4 3 

Zemindary duty, at 1 A, 6 P. 15 
per 5 tolehs ol 9 37 $2 


x) | 5 45 


846 12 6 


145 11 © 


4 
8 
4 
" 
S 
4 
; 
Mi 
8 
of 
| 
„ 
7 
1 
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Bens. Sa. Rups. 4,29 ' 
From Currel Sullonie. | 


This article implies the droſs and ſilver 
that remains in the earthen veſſel, bullion, 
&c. is melted in. 


Expence of coining the above Sicca rupees, 
rom Currul Sullonie, at the rate of 1 R. 


12 Ans. per cent. 1s 4 
Zemindary duty, at 4 annas 
per cent. — 10 9 

85 15 0 

5 Avoal Mutterpherkaul. 
The aſhes and ſweepings of the Mint, &c. 

ſold this year, and amounts to 22 11 6 

1,399 11 6 
Nuckauſee Roaker Mahajanaun. 


'This article implies a duty which is paid 
into the Mint for all treaſure that is tranſ- 
ported out of the town of Benares, by 
thoſe reſiding in it, at the rate of 3 Ans. 
6 pice per cent. and on 6, 21,042 Rs, 
amounts to wh ” - 293" © 
Zemindary duty, at 6 pice per 
cent. - — 1099 20 
— — 1, 592 7 0 
| Mehallaut. 
Ciſſah or led. ̃ 
To profit gained on the ſales of 170 Mds. ws 
20 S. 12 Ck. of lead, this year. 912 12 q 
'Tis the cuſtom of the Darogah of the | 
_ Mint to purchaſe a quantity of lead, which 
he afterwards- retails to Merchants, and | 
others, who bring filver bullion, coins, &c. 
for alloy. 7 


7 


Jumboo Bazar. 


Duty paid into the Mint, for lead uſed in 
the Bazar of Benarss, at the rate of 6 pice | 
per ſeer, and amounts this year tio 201 4 6 


Jawvyher 
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Jawvyher Kanna. | 


Duty paid into the Benares Miat, on glaſs 
beads, ſtones, &c. &c. and amounts this 
year to 1 . - 200 1 6 


Bital Mehal, or 


The eſtates of deceaſed perſons, who have 
no heirs, fuch immediately become the 
property — the Mint, and this year 
amount to Sicra ru : 44100 
N. B. — is ob- N 

tained of the deceaſe of 

rſons inteſtate, as fol- 
ows : 

A caſt of people, called Dooms, 

are bound by a Mochulter to 

give information at the Mint, 

when corpſe are brought down 

to the river fide, to be either 

- burnt or thrown into the Gan- 
es; and the ſervants of the 

Mint, on ſuch intelligence, 

immediately proceed, and make 

enquiry if ſuch perſons died in- 

teſtate, or not : if they have, 

their valuables, &c. become the 
roperty of the Mint. 

To the rent of a large houſe, 
which became the property of 
the Mint in the reign of Au- 
renzieb, and is let out for the 
manufacturing of gold thread 444 © © 


— 408 10 5 


—yv—ͤ— 


1,812 12 9 


Total amount collections of the Benares 
Mint, for the Higgerie year 1191, or 
Engliſh year 1777, Benares Sicca ru- | 
pees a — - 18,767 2 3 
Deduct amount ſalaries to the ſervants em- " 
ployed in the Benares Mint for the year | 


1777 8 bs - 2,022 15 3 
Balance neat profit, Benares Sicca rupees 16,744 3 0 


Total 


rr 


52 
2 * — +. — - 


= Wy 3 


— 


— — - 


* 2 


232 > 4 
i 
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Total amount duty of the Benares Mint, 
excluſive of the nen duty, Bs. Sa. 
Rs. - 

Total amount Zemindary duty — 


Amounting together to Bs. Sicca Rs. 


16,767 15 9 


1,999 2 6 


Account Particulars of the Duties collected at the Benares Min nt, 
fer the Higgerie Year 1192, or the Engliſh Year 1778. 


Dauroolzurrub (or Tankſaul.) 


Muſſook implies Sicca coin, either gold mohurs, or 


rupees. 
Gold Moburs, 14,38 


Gold mohurs coined this year in the Benares Mint. 


Expence of coining the above 
gold mohurs, as paid into the 
Mint, at the rate of 14 ru- 
pees 1 anna yer s gold mo- 
hurs - 1,991 3 o 
Zemindary duty, at 2 rupees | 
per cent. - - 283 39 


9,88,118 


Sicca rupees coined this year, as per parti- 
culars ; viz. 
From chandee, or filver bullion, Sicca 


rupees, 1,065,437. + 
Coined on account of the merchants, 


1,64, 270 Sicca rupees. 


Expence of coining the above Sicca ru ; 
Go . Mer- 


om filver bullion, as paid by the 
— at the rate of 1 R. 4 As. per 8 
ICCa AS, — 2,0 
Zemindary duty, ad wha 
at 2 annas per 
cent. — — 205 5 6 
— — 2-258 11 3 
Coined on account of Juſtick 
Roy, 1,167 Sicca rupees. 
Expence of coining the above 
Sicca rupees from bullion, as 
paid by Juſtick Roy, at the 
rate of 1 5 annas per 5 © Sicca i 
rupees, — 10 15 3 
Zemindary duty, 
at 1 A. 6 P. per 
n 1 
— — 12 O 6 


2,274 6 9 


z 


9 2,270 11 9 


From 


Ly 
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From Cuttaie, 6,96,92 3 Sicca 


rupees. 
Coined on account of the 
Merchants, 6,70,137 Sicca 
rupees, 
Expence of coining the above 
jicca rupees from Cuttaie, as 
paid by the Merchants, at the 
rate of 14 As. per 3 Sicca 
rupees - - $5,863 15 6 
Zemindary duty, 
at 2 As. percent. 838 3 0 


Coined on account of Juſtick 
Roy, 26, 786 Sicca rupees. 
1 of coining the above 
icca rupees fromCuttaie, as 
paid by Juſtick Roy, at the 
rate of 10 Ans. 6 Pice per 3 
Sicca rupees 175 12 6 
Zemindary duty, 
at 1 A. 6 P. per 
cent. — — 24 15 9 


200 12 3 | 

| — — 6,902 14 9 
Cuttaie implies old plate, old and light 

rupees, &c. &c. that are brought to the 

Mint, and coined into Benares* Sicca ru- 


8. 
8 From Ghourſhaie rupees. 


Coined 1,25,758 Benares Sicca rupees. 
Expence of coining the above Sicca rupees 
from Ghourſhare rupees, at the rate of 
7 Ans. per 8 Sicca rupees, is 550 2 3 
 Zemindary duty, at 1 An. per | 
628 11 9 


Murraddie implies copper pice. 
Coined this year o account of the Mer- 
chants 264 maunds, 26 ſeer. 

Expence of coining the above 
maunds of copper into pice, 
as paid by the Merchants, 
at the rate of 14 annas per 
maund of copper, 231 10 © 

Zemindary, 2 an- 
nas per 'maund 33 16 


#. * * 


Eaſhmeirimul 


220 Pen ein Chg fee, — 


Caſhmeirimul rented the Mint 
this year for the coining of 
pice, and paid for the con- 


tract = - — © © 


Mutterpherkaut, 


Tolehs, 72, 772. 
From Godauz Paſſa. 

This article implies bullion, which is 
melted down into ingots, for the conve- 
8 of making gold and ſilver thread, 

c 
Expence of making the above tolehs of ſil - 

ver into ingots, at the rate of 1 Rs. 3 As. 

per 3 tolehs - - = 735 14 6 
Zemindary duty, at 2 1 2 per 3 


tolehs — . 105 I 9 


— — 


Daleks, 700—Meſſa, rx: 


e g gegen gl 
is e implies ilding go 

ſuch of the Goats Paſſa 8 is appropriated 
for the manufacturing the gold thread only. 


8.264 11 6 


| 17,341 8 6 


- 


Expence of gilding the above tolehs of 


ſilyer for making gold thread, at the rate of 


a? uy 9 — per tolel 115 0 6 

| min u ba per | 

8 8 
— — 


. . 


From Golay. 

This article 1 
tracted from old embroidered filks, cloths, 
linen, &c. which are brought to the Mint 
and melted down, 


Expence of melting, &c. the above to- 


lehs, at the rate * 11 annas per 8 to- 


lehs — - 200 9 6 
Zemindary duty, at 1 Ans. 6 


* 6 g 


bullion that is ex- 


=_ per © . — - 28 9 3 


— — 


229 2 9 


Phe relating ts Charge El. Parts 4 and a8 


Bs. Sicca Rupees, 4,8 52 10 
From Currul Sullonie. | 
This article implies the droſs and ſilver 


that remains in the earthen veſſel, bullion, 
&c. is melted in, 


Expence of coining the above Benares Sicca 
rupees from Currel Sullonie, at the rate 
of 1 Rs. 12 annas per cent. 84 49 

Zemindary duty, at 4 annas 
per cent. = 5 5 


| Avoab Mutterpherkaut. 
The aſhes and ſweepings of the Mint, &c. 
fold this year, and amounts to 


In all — 1,319 


Nuckauſee Roaker Mahajanun, 
This article implies a duty which is paid 
into the Mint for all treaſure that is tranſ- 
ported out of the town of Benares, by 
thoſe reſiding in it, at the rate of 3 an- 
nas 6 pice per cent. and on 5,68, 254 
rupees, amounts to — 
Zemindary duty, at 6 pice per cent. 


In all — 


Mchallaut. 
Ciſſah, or lead. 


| r on the ſales of 224 Mds. 
26 Seer 31 Ck. of lead this yer 


96 50 


* 


*» & 


— 
” 
— 


= 
—— —_— 


It is the cuſtom of the Darogah of the 


Mint to purchaſe a quantity of lead, which 
he afterwards retails to Merchants and 
others, who bring ſilver bullion, oain, &c. 
for Alloy. ſun 5 Tr 


id into the Mint, for lead uſed in the 
- Bazares of Benares, at the rate of 6 pice 
Per ſeer, amounts this year too 


) 
\ 


"= bw 
144 + 


* 
- 


222 Papers relating ts Charge III. Parts 4 and g. 
- Jawvyyher Kanna. 121 * 
| e into the Benares Mint on glaſs 
8, 


ſtones, &c. &c. and amounts this ESR 
year to - - - 198 15 3 
Bital Mehal, or 8 | | 
The eftates of deceaſed perſons who have 
no heirs, ſuch immediately become the 
property of the Mint, and this year 
amounts to | = — — 3338 


N. B.—Information is obtained of the 
deceaſe of perſons inteſtate, as fol- 
lows: 

 Acaſtof _ called Dooms, are bound 
by a Mechbulker to give information at the 

Mint when corpſe are brought down to the 

river fide, to be either burnt or thrown into 

the Ganges ; and the ſervants of the Mint, 2 
on ſuch intelligence, immediately proceed, 

and make enquiry if ſuch perſons died in- 

teſtate, or not: If they have, their valt- 

— &c, become the property of the 

int. 


To the rent of a large houſe 
which became the property 

olf the Mint in the reign of 

| — and is let out for 
the manufacturing of gold 
thread - - + WEE” 


[ 


Inall — 1,860 — 6 
Total amount collections of the Benares £ 


Mint for the Higgerie year 1192, or En- | 
gliſh year 1778, — Bens. Sicca Rs. 21,937 7 9 


Dedu& amount ſalaries to the ſervants em- 
- ployed in the Benares Mint for this 
year, is — — Benares Sicca rupees 1,676 9 6 
Khyraut, agreeable to the Rajah's per- 3 
wanna - - - 1,384 9 6 


Balance, neat profit — Ben. Sicca Rs. 18,764 4 9 
* | Total 


Total amount duty of the Benares Mint, 0 
excluſive of the Zemindary duty, Bena- 
res Sicca rupees * 

Total amount Zemindary duty, Bs. Sa. Rs. 1,803 1 


Amounting together to Bens. Sicca rupees 21,937 7 9 


Account Particulars of the Duties collected at the Benares Mint 
for the Higgerie Year 1193, or in the Engliſh Year 1779. 


Dauroolzurub (or Tankſaul.) , 
Muſcook implies Sicca coin, either gold 
mohurs or rupees. 

Gold moburs. 10,122 — — 
Gold mohurs coined this year in the Bena- 
res Mint, | 


Coined on account of the merchants, 9,813 
gold mohurs. 


Expence of coining the above 
gold mohurs, as paid by the 
merchants, at the rate of 14 
R. 1 A. per. 2 gold mo- 


Coined on account of Juſtick 
Roy 309 gold mohurs. 


Expence of coining the above 
old mohurs, as paid by 
uſtick Roy, at the rate of 
10 Rs. 8 As. per à gold mo- 
hurs 1 
Diemindary dut, at 

1 R. 8 A. 8 per do 4 10 3 


7 8 9 | 
| „ pm_— . 
Sicca Rupees. 7,61, 289 — — ö 

Sicca rupees coined this year as per parti - 

culars, viz. -* e 


From Chande, or filver bullion, Sicca ru- 
Pees. 15537242. 8 


Expence 


Pagers relating ts Charge III. Parte 4 and 5. 22 


20,133 13 3 


. —— — — — 


244 1 —.— 


1 coĩning the above Sicea 

ſilver holen. at the rate of 1 R. 4 
annas per 2 Sicca rupees 1,916 3 6 
Zemin duty, at 2 As, per | 


8 Sicca * 191 9 


From Cuttaie 1, 94,252 Sicca rupees. 


| Cuttaie implies old plate, and light ru- 
pes, &c. &c. that are brought to.the Mint, 
and coined into Benares Sicca rupees. 


_ Expence of coining the above Sicca rupees 
om Cuttaie, at the Fw of 14 As. per 3 


Benares Sicca rupees - 1,699 133 


Zemindary duty, at 2 As. per 2 
Sicca * - 2242 15 0 
From Gheurſhaie rupees. 
Coined 4,13,795 Benares Sicca rupees. 
Expence of coining the above Sicca rupees 
"6 m Ghourſhaie rupees, at the rate of 
7 annas per 3 Sicca rupees 1,819. 7 3 
Zemindary duty, at 1 anna 


per 3 Sa. Rs, = = 258 9 9 


MNourraddie implies copper pice. 
Coined this year in the Benares Mint, 996 
Mas 23 Seer weight, as per particulars. 


Benares weight, 52 M: 7 Seer, 


Expence of coining the above 
maunds of copper, agree- 
able to the Benares weight, 
at the rate of 14 annas per 
maund * 45 10 — 

RT I oh uty, 


at 2 
maund * "+. 


* - 


2,107 12 6 


12942 12 3 


Allahabad weight, 944 Mas 16 


Expence of coining the above 
maunds of copper, agreeable 
to the Allahabad weight, at 
the rate of 1 R. 5 A. per g 
en 53-17 


10 


2,069 1 0 


- 
"one \ a4 1 


Mutterpherkaut. 
Tolebs. 91, 740. 
From Godauz Paſſa. 
This article implies bullion, which is 


melted down into ingots, for the conveni- 


ency of making gold and filver thread, &c. 


Expence of melting and making the above 


tolehs of filver into ingots, at the rate of 
I rupee 3 annas per 3 tolehs 873 1 9 
Zemindary duty, at 2 A5per 3 5 
tolehs 2 — 124 12 — 
Ars ia 


Tuolabr. 80. 
From Voſſul Taillah. 


997 12 9 


This article implies the gilding with 


gold ſuch of the godduz paſſa as is appro- 
priated for the manufacturing the gold 
thread only . « 9 1 4 


Expence of gilding the above tolehs of ſil- 


ver, for making gold thread, at the rate 
of 2 annas q pice per tolen 132 3 6 
Zemindary duty, at 3 pice per 


toleh — - 18 13 3 


Tolebs. 23,161 Maſſa. 9 —= 


From Golay. . 

This article implies bullion that is ex- 
trated from old embroidered filks, cloths, 
linen, &c. which are brought to the Mint; 
and melted down. | | 


Expence of melting, &c. the above tolehs, 


at the rate of 11 annas per 3 
toless — 172 1 6 
Zemindary duty, at 1 anna 6 
pace per 8 tolehs 24 9 9 


— ———— 


Vo. I. — H 


151 9 


196 11 3 


R;. Sa. 


1 
5 


25 eee eee * 4 


B.. Sa. Rupees. 6,261 15 * 


From Currul Sullonie. | | 
This article implies the droſs bod ſilver 


that remains in the earthen veſſel, bullion, 
&c. is melted in. 


Expence of coining the above Benares Sicca 
rupees from Currul Sullonie, at the rate 
of 1 rupee 12 annas per cent. 109 2 6 


- 


Zemindary duty, at t 4 annas per 
cent. — 15 8 9 
n— 124 11 3 
| Avoab Mutterpherkaut. = 
The aſhes and ſweepings of the 
Mint, &c. wt this un, 88 
and amounts to — 26 4 o 
In all — = 1,496 9.0 
-Nuckanfos Roaker Mahajanaun. 
This article implies 2 which is paid 
into the Mint for all treaſure that is tranſ- 
ported out of the town of Benares by 
thoſe reſiding in it, at the rate of 3 an- 
| _ pice per cent. and on 2252301 
„amounts to 492 12 9 
Zemindary duty, at 6 pice per cent. 70 7 3 


Inall — $63 4 0 


| Mehallaut. 
Ciſſah, or lead. - 
by rofit gained on the fales of 113 Mds- 
cer, 2fCk of lead this year 
ES the — of the Darogah of the 
Mint to purchaſe a tity of lead, which 
he afterwards retails to merchants and 


others, who bring ſilver bullion, coin, &c. 


for alloy. 
Jumboo Bazar. 


Duty paid into the Mint for lead uſed in 
the Bazars of. Benares, at the rate of 6 
- Pice per ſeer, and amounts this year to 


78 4 © 


J awvyher 


Pojore relating.to ChergadITT. * * a7 


5 1 | 44 | 
uty nto the Benares Mint on 2 | I 
beads, ſtones, &c. * — 
year to — 278 to 0 
Bital Mehal. | | f 
The efiates of deceaſed perſons | 
| who have no heirs, ſuch im- 


become the pro- 
— Nog and this 
year amounts to - is 2 6 


N. B. Information is ob- 
tained of the deceaſe of Pe 
inteſtate as follow: 
A caſt of people, 
Dooms, are bound Ys Moc | 
ul ler - give information at 
the t when corpſe are 
brought wn to the river fide 
to be either burnt or thrown 
into the Ganges; and the ſer- 
— 2 — a ſuch in- 
te 
ceed, and make enquiry ir Fach | » 
perſons died i or not: 
5 f they have, their box q-1 pr 
&c, — the property of the 
| Mint. : 
To the rent of a large houſe, 
which became the property 
of the Mint in the reign of 
Aurinzieb, and is let out for 
the manufacturing of gold 
thread, Benares Sicca 4 428 9 6 
2 


In all — 1,332 3 6 


Total amount colleftions of the Benares 
Mint for the Higgerie year 1193, or | 
Engliſh year 1778, Benares Sicca rupees, 12,696 13 © 
uct amount amount falaries to the ſer- 
vants employed in the Benares Mint for 
this yen | is Benares Sicca rupees 


4 Qz Khyraut, 


26 Pazert relating to Charge HI. \Parts 4 and g- 


Khyraunt, ”_— to the NO per- 
wanna 8 1858 11 6 


W. "I 
os © ute * 


Ta all; — 3.50 3 0 


| Balance, neat profit, — — Benares Sicca 
rupees * — - 5 9.194 22 


Total amount duty of the — var mis 
excluſive of the Zemindary duty - 11,351 15 9 
Total amount Zemindaty duty. 1,344 13 3 


— —— 


Amounting together to Bens. Sa. rupees 12,696 13.0 


Account Particulars o the Duties ollen at the Benares 17 nt 
for the Higgerie Year 1194, or the Engliſh Year 1780, 


Dauroobzurrub (or Thankſaul). oh 


Muſſcook implies Sicca —__ either gold 
mohurs or rupees, ** 


Gold Moburs. 7,131 — —, 


Gold mohurs coined this year in the Be- 
nares Mint. 


Expence of coining the above gold mohurs, 
as paid into the Mint, at the rate of 14 
rupees 1 anna per 3 2 gold 
mohurs = _ - 999 0 

Zemindary duty, at 2 rupees + 
per 3 Gold mohurs - 142 9 9 


| — — 1,141 0 9 
B. Sa rupees. 4,447,181 — — 
Sicca rupees coined this year, as per par- 
| ticulars, viz. 
From Chandee or filver bullion, Benares 
| Sicca rupees, 1,13,089. | 
Expence of coining the above Sicca rupees 
from ſilver 3 at the rate of 1 
4 annas per 8 Sicca rupees 1,41 | 
Zemindary . at 2 . mern 4 N | 
Per ent. — 141 4 — 
N 1,554 14 9 


From Cuttie 1,59, 323 B. S* rupees, 


Cuttaie implies old and light rupees, &c. 
&c. that are brought to the Mint, and 
coined into Benares Sicca 1 


Expence 


Papers relating to Charge II. Parts 4 and'5. 425 


Expence of coining the above. Sicca rupees, 
at 1e the rate of 14 annas per-g Sicca ru- 


— * 1,394 5 a : 


9 — duty, at 2 As 


percent og =, 99 2 1. 1 2 


Ghourſhaie rupees coined into 194-69 Be 1t6:0 


* PY" : , L 
. s * . 7 


17 A 


nares Sicca rupees. 
Expence of coining the above Sicca rupees 


m Ghourſhaie rupees, at the rate -- - 


7 annas per ? Sica rupees 764 12 6 
| Zemindary * at 1 A. per 


cent. - 109 * 2 
ee 


M 1di implies cop pice. * 


Coined this year in the Benares Mint, » * 
maunds 15 ſeer weight, as pu — | 


lars, viz. 


Benares ee, e., 


Expence of coining the above maunds f 


Copper, _— to the Benares weight, 

maunds "0 4 
Zemindary duty, at 

2 As. per maund © 10 3 


5 2 & 

Allahabad weight, 24 Mds. 10 ſeer. 

Expence of coining'the above | 
maunds of he, into pice, 
agreeable Allahabad 
weight, at the rate of 1 R. 5 
A. per maund 31 13 3 
AL duty, 3 x 

$ maund _ 4; 
wt | 29.8 36 6 6 
W 


a e 


41 


8 


9 0 


In all — 5,204 15 3 


— 


— — — ö ]— . —— — Ls — — 
„ 


#30 feu u Ch. TIT. Party 14? 


Tolabs. $2,825 Maſal. 1 —þ 


From Godauz Paſſa. 


This article implies bullion, which is 
melted down into ingots, for the conveni- 
ency of making gold and filver thread. 


Expence of melting and making the above 


tolehs of filver into ingots at the rate of 
e 121 4 6 


| Fake, 6 „ 
Prom Voſſul Taillah. * 


* 


This article implies che ng with 
gold ſuch of the Gods uz es appro- 
8 for W — m 
only. 


go of gilding the PRE ticks of fil- 


ver, for making gold thread, at the rate 


of 2 annas 9 pice per toleh 111 8 
Zemin du 5 | 
= 5 * 3 *. 2 2 1 
_ Tolths. 274224 — — 
From Golay. * 


This article im plies bullion DE is ex- 
tracted from old — — ſilks, 


* 


LES 


429 1 


linen, &c. which are brought tothe Mint, ' * | 


and melted down. 


Expence of melting, &c. the above tolchs 
2 pad into the Mint, rr rate of 11 
annas per 3 tolchs 186 5 — 

Zemind 8 at 1 A. 6p. 
per o te i ay £ 

: _ 


* 


65 


Bone 80, 510 2,481 


Thie article ie implies the droſs and filver 


that remains in the earthen veſſels, bullion, 
&c. is mend tp : 


212 15 3 


Expence of coining the above Benares Sieca 
| from Currel Sullonie, as paid into 
the Mint, at the rate of 1 R. 
12 A. per cent. o wv /* 19:8: 
cent. — -. - 6 © 9 
a | — 
Avoab Mullerpherkaut. 


The aſhes and ſweepings of the Mint, fold 
' this year, 22 —— 


Nuckauſee Roaker Mahajanaun, 
This article implies a duty which is paid 
into the Mint for all treaſure that is tranſ- 
pre out of the town of Benares, by 
oſe reſiding in it, at the rate of 3 annas 
# pice per cent. on $7,525 rupees, 


* 125 14 3 
Zemindary duty, at 6 pice per 
cent. — — 17 15 6 
Mhehallaut, 


Ciſſah, or lead. 
7 ined on the ſales of 78 Mds. 
21 ſeer. 74 Ck. of lead this year! | 


Tis the cuſtom of the Darogah of the 
Mint to purchaſe a quantity of lead, which 


he afterwards retails out th Merchants and 
_ who bring filyer bullion, coins, &c. 


Jumboo Bazar, or 


Duty paid into the Mint for lead uſed in 


the Bazars .of Benares, at the rate of 
6 Pice per ſeer, and amounts this year to 


19 IJawvyher Kanns. | 

Duties paid into the Mint on glaſs beads, 
ſtones, &c, &c. for the year, and amounts 
to = Henares Sicca rupees 


Bital Mehal. 
The eftates of deceaſed perſons who have 
go heirs, ſuch immedi become the 

| 4 


Pe relating th Charge III. Parts 4 and g. 21 


143 13 9 


294 4 © 


DD 


432 Pagen velativig to Charge MI. Parks 4 und g. 
property of the Mint, and this bes 
Benares 2 


amounts to Sicca 
rupees — 
N. B. Information is . 
ed of the deceaſe of perſons 
inteſtate as ſollows: 

A A caſt of people, called 
Dooms, are bound by a Mochul- 


ng 53 


ker to give information at the 


Mint when corpſe are brought 
down to the — ſide, to ba 
either | burnt or thrown into 
the Ganges; and the ſervants 
of the int, on ſuch intelli- 
gence, immediately proceed, 

and make enquiry if ſuch per- 


ſons died inteſtate, or not: if 


they have, their valuables * 


become the property of 
Mint. 


To the amount of the 3 _ 


rent of a large houſe, which 
became the property of the 
Mint in the reign o of Aurin- 
zieb, and is let out for the 


manufacturing of gold thread 444 © © 
© k 3, Neem. 


* - 
#1 


* 


„rt : 


Total amount t eollections of the "Benares © 
Mint, for the eben year 1194, or 


Engliſh year 1780, 


nares Sicca rupees 71e in, 0 


Deduct amount ſalaries to the ſervants em- 


* in the Benares Mint, for this year, 
- —Benares Sicea rupees 


1, 834 14 


Khyrau, gelle e ee 8 


4.647 12 


0 
812 14 © 
0 
O0 


Dung neat 5 — Bens. fn. . — 


Total amount duty of the Benares Mi ty 
. excluſive of the Femingary duty. 


nares Sicca rupees 


Total amount 1 duty 


* 
* 


oy together to = Bens, 5a. e ——— 11 © 
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Bram of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 6th Sept. 1782+ 


RESOLVED, That the following letter be written to 
the Reſident at Benares. I | 


' Sir, N. RE. A ' ; 
A detachment, conſiſting. of five regiments of Sepoys, 
and one company of artillery, having been ordered to march 
from Dinapore to Cawnpore, under the command of Co- 
lonel Sir John Cumming, we defire that you will reſerve 
as much money in your hands as you my be able, con- 
ſiſtent with the other exigeneies of the ſervice, and that 
you iſſue the amount, to the extent af three months pay 
for the detachment, ta the paymaſter, on his application 


to you for the ſamſ ee. 
Fort William, Me are, &c, 
6th September 1782. 1 


Extract of Bengal General Conſultations, the 7th Oa. 1782. 
READ the following letter, and encloſure, from the 
Secretary to the Board of Ordnance : Fee rite frat" 
 __ Gentlemen, N 
I am directed by the Honourable the Governor General 
and Board of Ordnance, to tranſmit to you the accom- 
panying extract of à letter from Captain Hook, command- 
ing at Bidjey Ghur, relative to the ſtate of damaged grain, 
&c, in that fort; and they beg leave to recommend to you, 
to give directions to the Reſident at Benares, to order the 
removal of it, ſo that the fort nay be cleared out, and 
Captain Hook be enabled to furniſh this Board with an 
exact return of all the ordnance and ordnance ſtores already 
there, and to fit up r places for the —_— and pre- 
ſervation of ſuch ſtores as they may think neceſſary to 
order to be lodged in that Fort. 
Ordnance Office, I have the honour to be, &c. 
the iſt OR, 1782. (Signed) JOHN MACENTYER. 
| Sec. Board Ordnance, 


Extraft of a Letter from Captain Archibald Hook ; dated 
' Camp, ceah, near Bidjee Ghur, 4th September, 1782. 


On my arrival at this place I found the fort lumbered up 
in ſuch a manner, by the mixture of various ſtores, that it 
was impoſlible to lodge one third of my people, ſo as that 

they would be ſheltered from the inclemency of the wea- 
ther during the approaching rains, nor did I think it ſafe 
to have ſo many — within the fort in the fituation in 
which I faung it,—Vaſt quantities of rotten grain, —_ 

: , wi 
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with looſe der, heaped up in filed houſes, which; 
after a . Ars pays Hm as if it were actually 
burning; this I thought proceeded from the heat of tho 
ſun acting upon the damp grain, which, when dried to a 
certain degree, I feared might communicate to the whole 
garriſon, The officer whom I relieved not having received 
any regular account of what the fort contained, could not 
give me any particular one, or an exact return, but men« 
tioned that the granaries were locked up, and under charge 
of the Refident at Benares, with whom I find the keys 
are all lodged, which adds to the inconveniency and danger 
of keeping many people in the fort, as the doors cannot 
be occaſionally opened, which would 3 the accumu+- 
lation of foul air, and other bad con . 


A true extract. 
| (Signed FRAs. PEREGRINE KINLOCE, 


The Board remark, That the Reſident at Benares was 
engender” „ to deliver over the grai 
grain in Begee Ghur to — vifieer — 
with a licence to retail it to the ſepoys. 

Agreed that the following letter be written to the Reſi- 
dent at Benares: 3 | 


The commanding officer at Bidjy Ghur having repre- 
ſented that ö to be 3 with * 
grain, we defire that ill appoint a proper on to 
take an account of all the grain with him, to ſeparate the 
bad from the good, and to deliver over the latter to the 
— commandant, agreeably to, our orders of the 
19 * . | 


Fort William, x E G58 &c. 

the 7th October, 1782. igned Govenor General 
7 * 2 0 : and Council, 

Extradi of Bengal General Con ons, the 19th Nevembes, 


1782. 


| READ the following letter from the Committee of Re. 


venue : 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq. Govenor Gene- 
ral, &c. Council of Revenue, at Fort William. 
As the demands upon the Patna Treaſury will greatly 
exceed the receipts account the months of Badun, Aſſin, 


and Catick, the kiſts of which are very ſmall, —_ 


* 


fam to Charge Hl. Parts 4 ans, 235 
leave to ſubmit to yau the propriety. of directing the Refi. 
dent at Renares to make an immediate remittance to the 
Chief of Patna of five lacks of rupees, or ſuch a ſum as the 
ſtate of his ei- requeſt that 
your Honourable Board will be pleaſed to inform us whe- 

can be from Benares, without 
prejudice to the demands of Government upon that reſi- 
dency, in order that, in caſe it cannot, we may take ſome 
other means af providing the of Patna with the 
eceſlary funds. | 


igned) 1 $HORE, 
C. CROFTES. 
written to Benares : 

Sir, 2 : 
As the Revenue Chief at Patna will have occafion for 
„ 


arty im when 
that he may give timely 
* 0 y give tunely 


4 Tranſlation of a Perfion Letter to the Naib Durbeetzy Sing, 


© AFTER compliments.——The impropriety of con- 
uct, and intentional delays in paying up 1 
iſts, have at length determined the Honourable Nabob 
maund ul Dowlah, &c. &c. to remove you from the high 
ſtation to which he formerly raiſed you, from all interfe- 
gence ip the alga of your ſon, and conſequently of this 


"You have, ſince the firſt of Aﬀeen of the Fuſfllee year 
1189, paid no more into the treaſury than twenty-ſeven 
lacks e thouſand rupees: it is impoſſible from 
a country, by your own account affording an eaſy revenue 
of forty-nine lacks, that no more ſhould be collected; I 
therefore recommend it to > you moſt earneſtly, to make up 
the balance due, and avoid the diſhonour and ſhame, and 
erhaps even worſe, which will inevitably purſue you, if 
diſregard theſe injunRions. In the mean time I have 
8 proper to keep a guard upon your perſon; I deſire 
at you, without delay, give me a paper containing the 
names of all your Mutzuddies, writers of accounts, &c. 
&c. &.; that you in the courſe of this day ſend me a liſt 
of the balances due to you from the Aumils whom you 
have employed; that you give the moſt poſitive orders to 
| DIY Stats your 
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your Mutzuddies, &c. &c. &c. to render me a juſt account 
and information of the preſent ſtate of the country, and 

to attend me whenever 1 an chem 
5 8 | 1 | N. MARKHAM. | 


| 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 
Ia a letter which I did myſelf the honour of writing to 
ou on the 12th inſtant, I informed you that I had given 
abboo Jagger Deco Sing the appointment of Naib ; he 
could not at that time be inveſted with the Khelaut, as the 
Bramins prognoſticated a day of ill omen, and the 15th 
was fixed upon for the-Company. TOR batt 
Since that time the old Rannee and the Rajah, inſpect- 
ed by Derbeetzy Sing, have moſt vehemently declared to 
me, that they will by no means give their conſent that any 
other perſon ſhall be appointed Naib: I therefore have 
deferred the ceremony of granting him the Khelaut, till I 
receive further orders from your Honourable Board. 
| It is neceſſary to be remarked, that Baboo Jagger Deco 
Sing, and Baboo Nechul Sing, are the only two of 
old family of Bulwant Sing, and indeed the only two 
with whom I am acquainted in the Zemindary, to whoſe - 
hands ſo high an employment can. be entruſted ; and I 
gave the preference to the former, as age and ;deafneſs are 
great impediments to buſineſs in the latter. 
I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. | 
Benaris, Nov. 14th, 1782. WILLIAM MARKHAM,. 
| | e KReſident. 


The following minute was returned with the foregoing 


papers; and the letter which is entered after it written ta 
Mr. Markham. 28 Abc; 7 4h 


In circulation... ? 
A minute from the Governor General. 2 * 
Three letters, and one encloſure, from the Reſident at 
Benares.— Copy of the Governor's letters to. ditto, dated 
29th September. +, X ui: 14 tw; Ro "IT 
Thurſday, a8th November, 1782. J. P. A. Secry. 


Mr. Wheler, E 

I approve of the meaſure recommended by the Governor 
General's minute, reſpecting Baboo Doork Joy Sing, and 
of the mode of carrying them into execution, through the 
Reſident of Benares, which is his official * and alſo 
of the appointment of Jagger Deco Sing to fill the office 
of which Doorkbijey has been diſpoſſeſſed, and of the ap- 


pointments recommended in the Governor General's letter 
of the 29th of September. The ſevere indiſpoſition with 
which the Governor General was afflicted when theſe let- 

| ters 
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ters were received, and his abſence from the 

are ſubjects well-known to every Member ofthe Board. 
(Signed) E. W. 

Mer. 

J. S. 


* To Mr. Markham. | 
ir, | . 
We have now before us your letters of the 24th Octo- 
ber, 12th and r4th' November. The Governor General 
has likewiſe communicated to us a copy of the letter which 
he wrote to you on 29th September, from Nia Serai. 
The meaſures which you have taken with Baboo Doors 
bijey Sing are perfectly right and proper, ſo far as they 
go; and we now direct that you exact from him, with the 
utmoſt” rigour, every rupee of the collections which it ſhall 
appear that he has made, and not brought to account, and 
either confine him at Benares, or ſend him a priſoner to 
Chunar, and keep him in confinement until he ſhall have 
diſcharged the whole of the amount due from him, 
We likewiſe direct, That, for the offence which he has 
been guilty of, you diveſt him of the Jagheer, which was 
aſſigned him, and re-unite the property of it to the Mul- 
zarry, on the land paying its revenue, through the 
ajah, to the Company. | 
We approve and confirm your appointment of Baboo 


Jagger Deco Sing to the office of Naib of the Zemindary, | 


in the room of Doorbijey Sing; and defire that you will 
inveſt him immediately with the uſual Khelaut, in due form. 
We alſo direct you to carry into execution the other 
rts of the Governor General's letter to you of the 2gth 
ber, which remain to be accompliſhed. 
Fort William, We are, &c, &c. &c. 
4th December, 1782. | 


Extras F Bengal General Conſultations, 24 January, 178 3 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 

I THIS morning received your letter of the 19th in- 

ſtant, and ſhall, as directed, tranſmit to the revenue chief 


of Patna 5, oo, ooo rupees, with all poſſible expedition. 
Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 


zoth November, 1782. (Signed) MARKHAM. 


Extract of Bengal General Conſultations, the 27th January, 
e er 1783. 
RECEIVED the following letters from Mt. Markham: 


: Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


I herewith have the honour to tranſmit to you an ac- 


unt of the diſburſements at this treaſury, from the 3d 
. 1% ; November, 
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unts. 
n ie 


goth December, 1582. (Signed) . MARKHAM- 


Honourable Sir, and Sir,, 

I herewith have the honour t trahſinit to you an RR 
count of the receipts, and dilburſctnents at this treaſury, 
from the gd of ober. 1982, to the 3d of November, 
1782. by which you will perceive that only 2, bo, doo ru- 

of the Bhadoon kiſt, due the 21ſt of September, have 
received, and that a balance of 6, ob, 333 · 3. 10, yet 
remains to be liquidated. 

I am in hopes of obtaining this balance in a few days, 
from the late Naib Durbutzy Sing, who, according to your 
orders, ſtill remains in con nt. 

Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
goth Dekeinber, 1782. (Signed) Wm, MARKHAM, 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 
1 herewith have the hbnour to tranſmit you an ac- 
count of the diſburſements at this treaſury, che 3d 
September, 1782, to the 3d October, 1782, = 
Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
* goth December, 1782. (Signed) WM. MARKHAM, 


Honurable Sir, and Sirs, | 
I T have the honour to incloſe you an account of the re« 
ceipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from the 32d De- 
cember, 1782, to the 3d Toa Deva 88 2 which you 
wili perceive that Baboo hoo Jogger o Sing has liquidated 
Rajah Myipnarain's firſt for Aſſin, due the 21ſt Oc- 
tober. 
Lexpec to receive the ſecond kiſt for Kautick, in the 
courſe of four or five days, 
Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
8th January, 1783. (Signed) WII. MARKHAM. 


Extraf of Bog Secret Luter, yu January, 1784. 


- Mr. Mark m, the Reſident at Benares, having 
lained the conduct of Baboo "Deng Sing, 
Nh or inifter of that Zemindary it 


to order his emoval, and — Wanner the chire, w 
had been = — 


revenue lan 
pointed ãn Hi Doorbej jy Sing was in 
confinement for the balance of colletions du ones." 


—— 


——— — bo tuper net: 
to recover it from him. V7 


aue of Berg! c i. the 27th February, 


| READ the following letter from the Reſident at Be- 
NATES : 
Honourable Sir, and Sun, | 
I have the honour to encloſe Mon account of the re- 
ceipts and diſburſements at this Irs the zd Ja- 
nuary, 1783, to the 3d February, . 3, b which you 
will ive, that Baboo Phe Sing liquidated 
Rajah Myipnarain's kiſts utick and Aughun, | 
2 I have the honour to be, &c. 
34th Nn. 1783. _ (Signed). Wm. MARKHAM, 
Reſident, 


Ordered, That the accounts encloſed in this letter be 
ſent to the Accountant General. 


Extract of Bengal General 1 7tb March, 


READ the Company's General Letter, dated 28th Au- 


guſt, 1782. 
| On paragraph 4, 5, and 6. 


The Governor General. 

As I am already apprized on the ſentiments and inten- 
tions of the members of the Board, what I ſhall have to ſa 
on the ſubjeQ of the preceding paragraphs, cannot in j 
tice be imputable to a diſreſpect of the Court of Directors 
orders, to which in all cafes I ſhall pay the moſt implicit 
obedience ; with the fingle exceptions of ſuch as ſhall in 
my opinion tend to the deſtruction of their own affairs. I 
have r = i the Gong evidence, both of the 
reſpect of obedience which I profeſs, in the conduct 
— which I have obſerved both tol Mr, Briſtow and to Mr. 
Fowke. Had it been dictated by that vindictive ſpirit which 
| ſeems to have been imputed to me, I ſhould have ſhewn 

it by vindictive acts; but neither can Mr. Briſtow nor Mr. 

Fowke charge me with ſuch a treatment of them, even in 
the lighteſt inſtance. Though the firſt inſtrument uſed 
and proclaimed for the diſſolution of my authority during 
the exiſtence of a late influence, you have moſt tudiouſly 
conformed to the orders of the pany reſpecting both, 


as far as I could do it without deſtroying the influence of 
my office; and that of the Government connected with it, 
iy conormin to the letter of the Court of Directors with 


reſpect 
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reſpect to the one, and the ſpirit of them with the other: As 
ſoon as an occaſion afforded for the appointment of Mr. 
Briſtow, under ſuch circumſtances as I thought would main- 
tain the powers of this Government undiminiſhed by it, I 
myſelf propoſed his appointment; and to give it every poſ- 
ſible effect in my power, I commiſſioned my own Secretary, 
Major Palmer, to introduce him to the Vizier, as a man of 
my own choice and in my own confidence. As a further 
proof of my temper, and warineſs of my conduct in an oc- 
- cafion ſo delicate, I appeal to a fact in the knowledge of 
the members of this Board, and which Mr. Briſtow him- 
felf will atteſt ; but when I had privately declared to him 
my intention of recommending him for the appointment, 
I defired Mr. Briſtow himſelf to write a letter to the Na« 
bob Vizier, mentioning my with in this. reſpe& ; and my 
further deſire, that it ſhould be effected with his entire con- 
currence, which I conſidered as indiſpenſible. At the ſame 
time I directed Rajah Govindram, the Agent or Vakeel of 
of the Nabob Vizier, to inform him of the favourable 
ſentiments which I at that time entertained for Mr. Briſ- 
tow, leſt he might be miſled, by a contrary opinion, to 
withhold the declaration of his aſſent, I received his al- 
ſent, and immediately propoſed the appointment. | 
With reſpe@ to Mr. Fowke, when I conceived it an ob- 
ligation of public duty to remove him from a. ſtation in 
which his continuance appeared to me x apy to the 
ſervice, I propoſed, and the Board made him a moſt ample 
compenſation for the loſs of it, by beſtowing on him ati 
office of higher emolument, and better adapted to his ta- 
lents ; and in that conſtruction of the Company's orders, 
L did conceive-that I had confofmed moſt bony On to the 
ſpirit though not the letter of them, fince it was impoſſible 
— me to believe, that the preference given by them to Mr. 
Fowke could ariſe from any conſideration of his ſuperior 
qualification. My preſent objection to his appointment I 
dare not put upon record ; the members of the Board indi- 
ren know it. 1 _ — ww. we OR 
| of the Company's exiſtence d s wholly and excluſively 
| upon this 7 6a ora while it has been acknowledged 
even by the Court of Directors themſelves, that the -exer- 
tions of this Government have been equal to that depen- | 
dance ; while I am pointed out by their conſtitution, and 
conſidered by all the Chiefs of Hindoſtan, as the executive 
member of this Government, and of courſe eve _ 
—— it, 2 more eſpecially repreſenting — and 
while the Court of Directors themſelves, knowing me to 
poſſeſs no more power than any other member of the Com- 
pany's, paſs their cenſures on me ſingly, for many acts 
done by the Council at large, they ſhould 2 


\ 


* 
- 


nages, originated i from motives of perſonal reſentment to-- 
— * 


9 * 3 | | nn 
: ; N : . 4 
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danger to which they expole their affairs, by acts 


which diſqualify me for the official diſcharge of my duty, 


which obviouſiy tend to excite diſtruſt in ſuch of the powers 


of India who were diſpoſed to be connected with the Com- 
pany, and to invite their own ſubjects to rebellion. I for- 


ar to {ay more in this place. The Board know what is 
due to their ſtations under the concluſive ties by which they 
are bound to exerciſe the powers of this Government, en- 
truſted to them by act of parliament, for the preſervation 


of the great intereſts of the Company and the nation 
try are connected with it, and to obey the orders of the 


Court of DireQors, enjoined by the ſame high authority ; 
and they well know to whom a preference ſhall be given, 
if in the preſent inſtance the latter ſhall appear to them in- 
compatible with the former. | Th 
Ordered, That theſe paragraphs, with the Governor 
General's minute thereon, be circulated for the confidera- 
tion of the members of the Board, that they may deliver 
their opinion at the next meeting in this department. 


Kane of Bengal General Conſultation, the 10th March 
p34 oe rigs tn e ng 
THE Board now record their different opinions reſpełt- 


ing Mr. Fowke's appointment to Benares. 


The. orders of the Court of Directors, regarding the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Fowke to Benares, are poſitive and diſ- 
tint, and in my opinion ought to be carried into execu- 


tion immediately. - | 
(Signed) JOHN, STABLES. 
Mr. M*Pherſon. ; 


The ground upon which the Court of Directors are 
pleaſed to order obedience to their orders relative to the 


appointment of Mr. F. Fowke to the Refidency of Benares, 
is fo ſtrong, that nothing remains with the Board but to 


carry the orders into execution. I cannot at the ſame time 
but obſerve, that the conduct of the Governor General 
upon this occaſion, in not ſoliciting, directiy or indirectly. 


a concurrence with any ppinjon we. may have upon this 
© 


ſx 74 from any member of the Board, is much to his 
it, as well as his conduct in carrying into effect the 


appointment of Mr. Briſtow to Oude, upon a late occaſion, 


when that appointment bad the countenance not of party, 
.but of an united Council, ſupporting, the wifhes and orders 


of their conftituents. 


I am perſuaded that the Court of Directors have been 
made to believe, that the removal of Mr. Fowke from Be- 


— — 
=,» 4 


— 
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- wards Mr. Fowke, and a diſreſpect to their own authority, 
otherwiſe they would not have ordered ſo poſitively an im- 

- mediate change in the reſpective adminiſtration of a pro- 

vince ſo recently recovered from rebellion. © © tf 
The future adminiſtrators of theſe provinces will ac- 

knowledge their obligations to the Governor General, in 

| having on every occaſion maintained the policy as well as 

_ privilege which ſhould veſt in the immediate rulers of this, 

as of every State, the choice of their own agents; and had 

not the diſpute about the filling the Reſidency of Benares 

originated at this Board, the Court of Directors would not, 

I believe, have taken ſo decided a line relative to the ap- 

pointment. | | Fx 


Mr. Wheler. | "410 
Although it will require the peculiar attention of this 
Government to avert the conſequences which may reafon- 
. ably be expected to reſult from ſo ſudden and unlooked - for 
a revolution in the management of the Company's affairs 
at Benares, I am nevertheleſs of opinion, that the orders 
of the Court of Directors reſpecting the re-inſtatement of 
Mr. Fowke, are reſtrictive on this Board; and I am the 
more confirmed in the propriety of carrying them into effect, 
from the knowledge which the Court of Directors poſſeſſed 
at the time they wrote this letter, of the ſteps taken by the 
Governor General to conciliate Mr. Fowke to his removal 
from the Reſidency at Benares. f 
Maärch 10th, 1783. 


Sir Eyre Coote. | | | pn og 
It does not a to me that any conſideration is allow- 
ed me, in reſpect of the obedience required by the Court 
of Directors, to the orders contained in their laſt general 
letter of the 12th July. The terms are ſuch as to leave 
nothing with me but acquieſcence, and I am anſwerable for 
that only. In the caſe of Mr. Fowke, the words are moſt 
particularly and ſtrongly pointed, viz. © That their rea- 
_ * ſon for his re-inſtatement is, to vindicate the authori 
1 of the Court of Directors.“ After this declaration, 
cannot think any alternative is left me; I therefore give it 
as my opinion, that the orders of the Court of Directors are 
to be carried into execution. ion Fig S 
F ay - (Signed) EYRE COOTE. 
» Governor General.. „ eee 
Sinee it is finally reſolved, by the opinions which have 
been delivered by the members of the Board, that Mr. F. 
'Fowke ſhall be appointed Reſident at Benares, it becomes 


B me, and me peculiarly, to propoſe, that he be appointed 
| : hy 1 82 "IS af «x S657! ; Lint 1 7 3% W1 
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with all the powers of his predeceſſor in that office, which 
I beg leave to recommend to the Board accordingly. -. - 
KReſolved, That a Khelaut be given to Mi. F —— to Ba- 
boo J uggerdroo Sing, the new Naib or manager, in the 
name of the Government, and with a promiſe of its patro- 
nage and ſupport, ſo long as he conducts himſelf properly, 
in ordert to confirm his authority in the country. 


Ertrac of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 24th March, 1783. 


THE following inſtructions to Mr. Francis Fowke are 


approved, and ordered to be ſent to him: 
T Sir, 427 f ; | 


Having appointed you to the ſtation of Reſident at Be- 
nares, we think it'necefſary to furniſh you with the follow- 
ing inſttuctions, for your guidance in this truſt, -_ 
Mr. Markham, the late Reſident, has been ordered to 
deliver over to your charge, on your arrival at Benares, all 
the treaſure, papers, accounts, and other documents or 


dependencies of his office. By theſe [ow will learn the 


ſtate” of Rajah Mabipnarain's kiſtbundee for the preſent 
year, and you will continue to demand and receive from 
im, or his Naib, Juggerdeo Sing, the monthly inſtal- 
mente which may become due according to his kubbooleat 
or agreement, à copy of which, together with the pottah 
granted him for the Zemindary, and his general Kiſtbun- 
dees, as ſettled by the Governor General at Benares, on 
the zath September 1781, are encloſed, | 

Baboo Doorbijy Sing, the late Naib, having been guilty 
of groſs miſmanagement and 22 of the revenues, 
was removed, and confined, for payment of the amount 
due to the Company, which he had collected, and at the 
ſame time deprived of his Jagheer, which was ordered to 
be re- united to the Mulguzarry of the land r revenue 
through the Rajah to the Company. Mr. Markham will 
give you the ſtate of this account, and you will uſe your 
endeavours to recover the whole from him as ſoon as 
-'-Babboo.” Juggerdeo Sing, who, with our approbation 
and conformation, has been appointed Naib in the place 
of Doorbijy Sing, will in future be accountable Hr the 
rents of the Zemindary, agreeably to Kiſtbundee, and you 
will treat with him in that character upon all ſubjects 


-which may be committed to you reſpecting the — 
| 3 


We directed Mr. Markham, on the 4th December 1 
to inveſt the new Naib with a Khelaut in due form on the 
part of this Government, and to carry into execution 
certain orders and . given by the Governor Ge- 
a 2 2 neral 


1 
4 


f ' 
/ 
a _ 
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neral on the 29th September preceding; we encloſe a 
of them, and — that ſuch — remain — 1h 
by Mr. Markham, may receive your earlieſt attention and 
| accompliſhment of them. At all events, we think it pro- 
5 | per, for the confirmation of the Naib, and to prevent any 
| ill effects which the appearance of a change might have 
| on his influence, that you. ſhould inveſt him with 2 
1 Khelaut, in the name of the Governor General, and we 
| | _— . 0 5 I, ob He 
e encloſe copy of a paper of reque ivered 
Rajah 3 to the Governor General while 5 
1 Benares. with his replies thereto ; - by which you will per- 
0 ceive that it was intended to deprive the new Rajah of 
; every 28 which denoted either ſovereignty, or in- 
dependence of the Company. For which reaſon the Mint 
and the Adminiſtration of Juſtice were both ſeparated from 
the Zemindary ; the former was given in charge to the late 
Refident, with directions to afcertain the amount of the 
annual revenue paid from it to Rajah Cheyt Sing, during 
the preceding five. years, that the average thereof might be 
carried to the credit of the preſent Rajah, in the payments 
of his revenues to Government; and the Reſident was or- 
dered to erect proper offices for the function of Mint, and 
to continue the ſervice of it until ſome future arrangement 
ſhould be made reſpecting it. This office you will receive 
| charge of from Mr. Markham, and likewiſe continue to 
( execute the duties of it. | & 7 8 
. The adminiſtration of juſtice in the town of Benares, 
s | and the internal police of it, are ſeparately committed to 
' Ally Abrahim Cawn, with whoſe province you are forbid 
| 


o 


all interference, except in inſtances requiring your protec- 
tion and ſupport of his authority; and that it may be 
clearly defined to you what his duties are, we encloſe a 
eopy of the regulations made by the Governor General fot 
- adminiſtering them. £2 WK TRE 
You will follow the example of the former Reſident, in 
making ſuch advances of money for the payment of the 
troops at Chunar and Buxar, as may be requiſite; and in 
all payments of this kind you will obſerve the rules pre- 
22 by — ſpecial letters written to Mr. Markham 
r that ; 7 | 
The — General having made a regulation before 
he left Benares, concerning the future collection of the 
1 cuſtoms, and ordered that no duties ſhould be levied in any 
| a part of the EE except at the ſtations of Miraa- 
bo | pore, Benares, and Ghazypore, you will find a table of 
| rates eſtabliſhed by the late Refident, and corrected by 


1 us on the 8th of April laſt for that purpoſe, Far 


_— 
*F * . 
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For the reſt, you will receive ſuch info from 
the late Reſident as will leave you at a certaity Whether 
any, and what ee remain to. be performed in that 
Ration, and will attend to them accordingly. 5 
You will keep us conſtantly adviſed of your proceedings, 
and of every occurrence you may think worthy of our in- 
formation. | FN 
Fort William, We are, &c. &c. 
24th March, 1783. 


| Extra of Bengal Gmerel Conſultations, the 24th March, 1783. 
READ a letter, as follows, from the Reſident at Benares. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 
I herewith have the honour to encloſe you an account 
of the receipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from 
the 5 February, 1783, to the zd March 1783; by 
which you will perceive, that Bab Ja r Deoo Sing 
has liquidated Rajah Myipnarain's 4th i for Poos, due 
the 17th January, 1783. 


Ma * 1 the * — eB 
March, 1783. igned) l 
a we NA Bing Reſident. 


The following letter was written on Sunday laſt to the 
| Refident at Benares. r 85 


To Mr. William Markham, at Benares. 


ir | 
, We defire that you will immediately ſend down to the 
ency, either in ie or by bills of exchange, the 
amount of the treaſure Thich you may have in your hands 
at the * of this letter. 
Fort William, We are, &c. 
22d March, 1783. WS | 


Extra? of Bengal General Conſultations, 19th May, 1783. 
READ the following letters from the Reſident at Benares: 


. Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

Mr. Markham, the late Refident at Benares, has left 
this ſtation to proceed to the Prefidency, agreeable to 
your orders, having previouſly delivered the public letters, 
accounts, and other documents belonging to the apoint= - 
F in charge till the arrival of Mr. 
 Fowke. | | 

Mr. Markham's letter, inclofing the public accounts, 
would inform your A oard, that the kiſts — 
| N 1 * 
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f che preſent year, and the balance due from Baboo Durbidzy N 


Sing on account of the laſt, have been peceiyed into the 


Company's Treaſury, except ſuch ſums as your Honour- 


able Board may not think juſt, and conſequently not 
admit to the claims which Baboo Durbidzy 1 has 
made for deductions. 
Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
12th April, 1783: l signed) JOHN BENN, 
Aſiflant to the Reſident at Benares. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 

I have. received the honour of your letter of the 24th 

of March, 1783, with the ſeveral -ericloſures mentioned 
in it. 

I have received from Mr. Benn the accounts, letters, and 

apers of the Refident's Office, left in charge to him by 

r. Markham. There is no balance of caſh in the. trea- 


ſur 
The Naib Baboo Jagger Deo Sing 3 is not now at Be- 
nares ; as ſopn as he arrives I ſhall inveſt him with' a 
Khelaat, in the manner you have been pleaſed to direct. 

I ſhall punctually obey the orderg you have given me 
reſpecting the ſeveral branches of this office ; I ſhall adviſe 
ou regularly of my proceedings; and ſhall immediately 
inform you of any occurrence which may appear to me 
worthy of your notice. 


Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
the 24th April, 1783. a (Signed) F. FOWKE, 
Reſident. 


- Honoumbls Sir, and fic” 
In obedience to your commands, I inveſted the Naib 
Jagger Deo Sing with a Khelaat on the 3d-inſtant, in the 


name of the Honourable the Governor General. 


[ have alſo the honour to incloſe the accounts of receipts 


and diſburſements of this Treaſury from the ninth of April 
to the ſixth of May, by which you will perceive the Nai 


Jagger Deo Sing has liquidated Rajali Myipnarain' $ 7 


kiſt for Chaiel, 
Henares. 1 have the honour to be, &c. 
May 6th, 1783. : "eg F. F OWKE, 


Refident. 


Ordered, That the accounts be Gas to the Accoyn- 
an G eneral and oe Paymaſter General. 


J 


£ 
” 4 . 
| .__ -Sxiraft 
. * . 4% + by 4 


Extraft of Bengal Sqcret Conſultations, the 28th July, 1783. 


RECEIVED the following letter from the Reſident at 
Benares, 5 


. 
ry 
oy 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governde 
General, &c. Supreme Council. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, , 
1 have the honour to encloſe you an account of the 
receipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury from gth June 
to 13th July, 1783, by which you will perceive that the 
remaining in my hands is Benares Siccas 4,05,457. 
— 6, and that the Baboo Jagger Deo | Sing has liquidated 
Rajah Myipnarain's 9 kiſt for Jayet, 
I have the honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 
: _ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 1 
Wo | Your very obedient and 
_ Benarey,, © + moſt humble ſervant, 
the 13th July, 1783. F. FOWKE., 


Cory or CORRESPONDENCE, &c. RELATIVE ro 
THE STATE AND ALPERATIONS IN THE GOVERN- 
MENT AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE LANDED 


REvENvuEs oF THE PROVINCE OF . BENARES,' SINCE 


THE SETTLEMENT WITH RaJanH MAHIPNARAIN, 


Extra of Bengal General Cenſultetion the 14th Oftber, 
ng. Som. 5 
Francis Fowke, Eſquire, Reſident at Benares, | 


Sir, 8 | TY 

THE Honourable the Governor General and Council 
having received information that the periodical rains have 
been hitherto ſo very unfayourable as to expoſe the Vizier's 
provinces to the moſt dreadful of all calamities, a famine, 
and that a ſcarcity is already apprehended as far down as 
Benares, I am directed to acquaint you, that they have 
been pleaſed to iſſue orders, and to caufe the ſame to be 
made public, that the duties be taken off for two months, 
beginning with the firſt day of next month, from the tranſ- 
portation of grain of all kinds to the Upper Country: 
After which period the Board will conſider the neceſſity, 
if any ſhould exiſt, for prolonging the term. 

I have the honour to be, &c. | 

Council Chamber, (Signed) E. HAY, - 

the 29th September, 1783. Sub Secretary. 
e | * Moved 10th April by Major Statt. * 

1 R 4 | Extract 


0 


| LIE 
9 


448 Poperi relating to Charge III. Paris 4 ond's. © 
| Extraft of Bengal Secret N the 25th November, 
| | „„ IS 
; THE Governor General lays before the Board' the fol- 
loving letter, and encloſures, from the Reſident at Benares. 
Ir, a ks 
I do myſelf the honour to lay before you the encloſed 
copies I have received from Colonel Blair; I have written 
to the Butdy Raja, demanding in peremptory terms the 
ſurrender of the perſons concerned in this diſturbance, and 
reſtitution for the damage done, and effects plundered. — 
| But I have not thought myſelf authorized to order the de- 
5 tachment to march into the Burdy Raja's country; on 
which ſubject, requeſt to receive the honour of your com- 
— 5 the mean time I have directed Colonel Blair 
to take ſuch meaſures as he may deem moſt effectual for 


oppoſing and checking any future attempt of the kind that 
may be made, without marching beyond the boundaries 


TS — — 
= 
_ 
— 


of this Zemindary. — 172 (i 
| Benares, I have the honour to be, cc. 
14th Nov. 17833. (Signed) F. FOWKE. 


Ta Francis Fowke, Eſquire, Refident at Benares. 
11, e e Rn 

For'your full information reſpecting the late depredations 
that have been committed in this Zemindary, 1 forward 
the officer's letters to me who commands the detachment. 
ſent againſt theſe hoſtile pillagers, who were, it ſeems, 
eleven hundred ſtrong: Although I did not think it expe- 
dient to'give Captain Meredith authority to march beyond 
the limits of this Zemindary, yet it is matter of fa&, that 
the Burdy Rajah has encouraged or affifted this body of 
men to plunder and deſtroy any part of our diſtrits : In 
my opinion ſome ſteps ought to be taken to puniſh his te- 
merity and inſotence, if he does not, upon being wrote to 
immediately deliver up their leaders. 

I have directed Captain Meredith to correſpond with 
you, and give you every information upon this fub- 
ject which he can obtain. Whatever ſteps is judged moſt 
1 adviſeable to adopt, you will pleaſe to communicate to me, 
1 chat I may ſend the neceffiry orders to the officer command- 
| ing the detachment. PLA «, 36.5, 

Chunar, I have the honour tobe, &. 
13th Nov. 1783, (Signed) WILLIAM BLAIR. 


085 To Colonel William Blair. | ; 
I did myſelf the honour of addrefling you the day of my 
arrival at this place, ſince which one of the Zemindars of 
this village has thought proper to return, and has requeſted 
that 1 permiſbon 


* 
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rmiſhon to take up his former reſidence; however, as I 
ave reaſon to think he is one of the men mentioned in 
my inſtructions, I have thought it moſt adviſable for the 
preſent to keep him in confinement, where he ſhall remain 
until I receive your inſtructions regarding him; he came to 
me under a different name from any mentioned in the in- 
ſtructions, as Zemindars of this village; I have made par- 
ticular enquiry, what number of Zemindars reſided here, 
and have been informed by the Aumil, and the Rajah of 
Angowree, there were three, which is the number meri- 
tioned in your inſtructions. The Zemindar has acknow- 
ladged that he is'a near relation of Baboo Hurgobin Sing, 
and alſo that he was one of the Zemindars belonging to 
this village; from theſe circumſtances I am fully —ͤ— 
that he is the man mentioned under the name of Albalage 
Sing. — The Aumil, and the Rajah of Augowree, have 
been applying to me for permiſſion to detach ſome of their 
people after the plunderers, to endeavour to recover the 
whole, or part of it, as alſo for permiſſion to retaliate on 
the Burdy Rajab, who, they inform me, has been a prin- 
cipal inſtigator of the depredations already committed in 
this Purgunnah ; I have for the preſent deſired them not 
on any account to ſend people into the Burdy Pargunnah, 
and ſhall wait your further advice and — on this 
head. Permit me to requeſt the favour of you to inform 
me, whether it is neceſſary I ſhould correſpond with 
— THOR of Benares, or any other perſon excepting 
- Camp, near \ I have the honour to be, &. 
Bulwanur, 12th Nov. 1783. 

Ws \_  tSigned) - J. MEREDITH, Captain, 
| mmanding 1ſt Bat. goth Reg. 


To Colonel William Blair. p 

I arrived here this morning about an hour before day- 
light, in hopes, from the intelligence I received from the 
Aumil, of being able to ſurprize the Zemindars your in- 
ſtructions ordered me to apprehend ; but by ſome means 
they had received intelligence of my approach about ſun-ſet 
eſterday afternoon, and immediately decamped with (from 
what I can learn) about nine hundred head of cattle, loaded 
with all kinds of grain, and other plunder, which they had 
collected in the different villages adjacent to this. place; 
from the intelligence I have received, the whole of the re- 
fractory Zemindars have eroſſed the Sone, and have (for 
the preſent) taken up their reſidence in the village of 
Dourah, about five coſs from this, in the Purgunnah of 
the Burdy Rajah, to which place my inſtructions forbid 
my following them. r 
{IPs 5 ä Permit 
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Permit me to obſerve to you that, from the information 
the Aumil has given me, I have * reaſon. to believe 
are both encouraged and protected by the l 
Rajah to commit the depredations they have lately done in 
this Purgunnah; I therefore think he ſhould be applied to 
ſor permiſſion to ſeize, in any part of his purgunnah they 
are to be found, or for he to ſeize, and deliver them to me. 
I will make the application, if you approve of it, and wait, 
in my preſent encampment, for your reply, without ſome 
circumſtance occurs which may require my moving. They 
have burat ſeveral yillages, and plundered about thirty.— 
The villages hercabout are ately deſerted by the inhabi- 
tants, from the dread they entertained of theſe robbers ; 
however, I hope, from the protection I ſhall take care they 
ſhall receive, they will ſoon be reinſtated in their former 
pularity, as I ſhall make it my principal ſtudy that they are 
not oppreſſed either by the camp followers, or others. 
| I have the honour to be, 14 
(Signed) I. MEREDITH, | 
Capt. commanding 1ſt Battal. 30 Regt. 


Agreed that the following letters be written to the Reſi · 
dent at Benares, and to Colonel Blair. wa 


To Mr. Francis Fowke, Reſident at Benares. 

The Governor General has laid before ys your letter of 
the 14th November, and the papers accompanying it, and 
we, in conſequence, direct, that you immediately apply to 
the Burdy Rajah to make reparation for the injuries done 
in the Zemindary of Benares by the robbers, ho are ſaid, 
in Colonel Blair's letter to you of the 13th, to have been 
aſſiſted and encouraged by the Rajah in committing depre- 
dations in your diſtrift, and to deliver up the ſeveral per- 
ſons who have been concerned in theſe diſturbances, ſhould 
they be yet in his country. | i 1 

In the event of his refuſal to comply with this requiſition, 
we deſire you will immediately write to Colonel Blair to 
detach a ſufficient force to ſeize the robbers, or to act in 
ſuch other manner, for the reparation of the injuries done 
by them, as you may think adviſable.—Colonel Blair has 
received our orders to comply with your requiſitions for this 


purpoſe. | | 
ort William, We are, &c. 
25th Nov, 1783. ; 


To Colonel William Blair. 
We have received a letter from the Refident at Benares, 
A of one addreſſed to him by you, on the ſub- 
je of the depredations committed in that Zemindary, by 
wade | J A party 
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a party of robbers, ſaid to be aſſiſted and encouraged by the 
Burdy Rajah; and we think proper to direct that — will 
detach from Chunar, at Mr. Fowke's requiſition, a force ſuf- 
| ficient to ſeize the people concerned in theſe diſturbances, 

or to act in ſueh other manner as Mr. Fowke ſhall recom- 
mend, in order to obtain reparation for the injuries ſuſtain- 
ed by the inhabitants of the province. = ! 
Fort William We are, c. 

25th Nov. 1 783. ef 


Extrad of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 27th Dec. 1783. 


THE following letter from the late and preſent Reſident 
at Benares, having been for a long time before the Board, 
they were conſidered by the different Members, and the. 
following reſolutions paſſed on them. THY | 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, \ | 

I have the honour to incloſe you an account of the de- 
ductions demanded by Baboo Durbeetzy Sing; for the 
Foffilly year, 1189 ; I ſhould not have deferred ſending it 
ſo long, but that I was prevented by Durbeetzy Sing not 
being able to give an exact account of the demand for the 
duties on the ſalt petre from the Nabob V izier's dominions. 

For the firſt eight articles, the Honourable Governor 
General, when at Benares, agreed to allow him the me- 
dium rate of the five preceding years, viz. the Mint, 
Adaulet, and Phouſedarry, Cutwallic, Nuchuſs, Delolly 
Perdaiſic, Tallaſſic, Khimar Ehannab, and the Duſton 
Anguſtarry. | 
Your Honourable. Board directed that the Mint ſhould 
be put under the direction of the Refident ; his demand 
upon it is not exorbitant, though, according to the papers 
I have been ably to collect ieſpecting it, the exact medium 
rei 14,410. 

Wich reſpe& to the Adaulet and para + the 
amount of loſs by not being continued in the. Rajah's 
hands, cannot be definitively aſcertained, as both offices 
were conducted, during Cheyt Sing's and even Bulwant 
Sing's time, in a manner by no means conformable to 
juſtice. —The Courts were ſometimes held at Ramnaghurr, 
the place of reſidence, of the * ſometimes at Benares: 
by the enquiries I have made, I do not conceive that the 
clear income arifing from theſe two. articles would be 
more than 10,000 or 12,000 rupees. , 
The Cutwalic was in the hands of a man whom I be- 
lieve to have been ſince dead, as I can get no accounts of 
him.—I believe the amount to be juſt, 

The Nuckhaſs is a duty taken on all horſes, oxen, &c. 
ſold in the Bazar, the amount ſet down is juſt ; but Dur- 
„ 1 „ 6 20 4 6 a . a be etzy ; 


— collected on this article 235 rupegs, ſo that he 
is only entitled to 965 rupees, | r 
The Delolly Perdaiſſic was a tax collected on all travel- 
lers, people coming from the Decan to Benares upon reli- 
gious purpoſes, &c. which the Governor General forbade 
to be collected, as great impoſitions were made on 

thus coming to Benares, and is I believe fully juſt. | 

Tellaſhic was a duty collected on every boat that paſſed 
Benares, independent of the regular duties. I believe its 
amount never exceeded more than 2,000 rupees. * 

The Khimar Khanna was a ny collected on all gam- 
Ry and is I believe a juſt demand. | | 
The Duſtoor Angaſtarry did not amount to above 10 
or 12 rupees; was a duty collected on ſmall iron and pew- 
ter rings, which the people who waſh at the Benares 
Ghunts are obliged to wear, | 285 

The demand of deductions for Govind Jut, Idoll Sing, 
and Buckhut Sing's Malkhanna, are undoubtedly juſt. 

A village granted by the Nonourable Governor Gene- 
ral's Purwannah to Mufti Khurriem Oulah is likewiſe 

juſt, as the Governor General confirmed the Sunnud 

given to his family by Aurungzebe. + ES 

Land confirmed to Zubrage Sing ſtands in the ſame 

icament, and is likewiſe juſt. 
The land eſtabliſhed by the Governor General to the 
Chunar Fachier.— The amount juſt, ' 
The duty on-the ſtones, granted by the Governor Ge- 
neral to the commanding officer at Chunar, was given for 
the following reaſons. * 

To prevent diſputes which often happen between the 
Rajah and the commanding officer, and as the ſtones were 
cut cloſe to the fort, and within the limits of his com- 
mand, the Governor General judged any perquiſite arifing 
from them to appertain 'more properly to him than the 
Rajah ; as this point was not ſettled before the ſignature 
A or and cabouleat, the Rajah demands a de- 

uction. | : 

The 4,000 cubits, mentioned as 4,347 ' rupees, is the 
land which the Governor General directed to be meaſured 
out, and given to the commanding officer, as, being within 
gun ſhot of his fort. The Honourable Governor Gene » 
ral will be able to explain the foregoing articles. 

© Your Honoutable Board directed me, in a- letter 
| July, 1781, to paſs the falt-petre 


which came from the 
i21er's country, free of duties. His demand 

upon this account is about 2,000 Rs. leſs than it ought to 
be. The loſs which accrued” on the eſtabliſhment of the 

275 — through the Zemindary he has rated very high, and 
i the moſt"qxceptionable part of his demand 3 a _ a 
4 2 | | Vf 


- 
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— — was certainly occaſioned, y from goods be- 
| nt on different routes by the Merchant, partly from 
— deductions of the Shair, which be was obliged to allow 
to his Aumils, and from the colleRtions of the permit not 
11 val to that deduction. 
be Paymolly he originally ſet down at 10,900 rupees ; 

he afterwards. attempted to impoſe another 10,900 rupees 
on the amount. This I refuſed to admit of. | 

The unavoidable damage which a detachment ſo large as 
Colonel Cummings's muſt occaſion in marching through 
a country like this, at a time when the grain was npe, and 
his encampment at Chouſah during 2 of the rainy ſeaſon, 
will be a ſufficient guide for your Honourable Board's de- 
ciſion on this article. 
Henares, 1 to be, &c. 
17th Feb. 1783. (Signed) WM. MARKHAM, - Reb. 


- DeduQtions demanded. oc 4 Baboo * Sing. 


Mint a 

Adaulet and Phouſdarry | — — 25008 — — 
Kutwalic — - 12,000 ! 
Nuckhaſs - - — 15200 — — 
T 1 - - 6,000 — — 
Khunnah Khunnah «+ = 880 
Duſtoor Anguſterry — - 108 —— 
Govind Jut's Malkanna * - 3˙300 — — 
Idoll Sing © ditto | — - 000 
Boggut Sing ditto - 115000 — 


4 village ted by the Honourable 
2 wel Perwannah to 
Mufti Khunem — 5 confirming a 


grant of Auringze | wit 1;822 , I 
— ag, confirming 14 N 2 4 


14 8 to . Chunar Tuekhur, 5 
' - confirming a grant of ditto - 3500 — — 
Half the Mehal duties on ſtones from 


Chunar — 211,028 8 — 


4,060 cubits round the fort of Chunar 4,37 = 
Duties for fal tre from the Nabob os 


- Vizier's domin nions - oo. 16,512 3 3 
141 on the duties 1 — 91,778 5 3 
Taymoll7ß 1 e 


ae Sicca rupees 2157359 2 3 


Not allowed, but enquired into. 
te x, "EEG bd Net allowed, "bo. 


465 — 5 
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HFonourable Sir, and Sirs, : | 

I have the pleaſure to inform your Honourable Board, 
that IJ have received from Baboo Durbeetzy Sing the ſum 
of Benares Sicca rupees 3,48,973. 10. 7, being the amount 
balance of his Bhadun kiſt for the Fuſſilly year 1189, un- 
leſs your Honourable Board ſhall diſallow any part of the 
deductions which he demanded ; an account of which I 
tranſmitted to you in my letter dated 16th February, 1783. 
J have taken a Mochulka from him; expreſſed in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, that whatever part of the JeduRtions de- 
manded by him- ſhall be judged inequitable, and conſe- 
quently diſallowed, he ſhall, without delay, make good 
and pay into the Benares Treaſury ; and that whatever ſum 
of money he ſhall be proved to have received from the 
collections of the Fuſſullee year, 1190, ſhall be likewiſe 
paid without heſitation to the preſent Naib, Baboo Jug- 
ger Deo Sing. In conſequence of the payment of the 
above ſum, and the engagement entered into by him, I 
have-taken off the two companies of ſepoys, ſtationed as 
his guard, until the further pleaſure of your Hono 
Board ſhall be made known. 

I have the honour to encloſe your bills of exchange for 
the ſum of Benares Sa. Rs. 3,48,973. 10. 7, or Calcutta 
Sa. Rs. 3,28,875. 13. 3. ane e 

Having the Honourable Governor General's permiſſion 
to leave Benares, I have entruſted the care of all public 
papers, receipts, &c. to the aſſiſtant, Mr. Benn, who will 
deliver over charge to my ſucceſſor, Mr. Fowke, on his 
arrival at this ſtation. * | ; A 

It is needleſs to obſerve, I have left no charge in the 
Treaſury, the whole amount balarice having been tranſ- 
mitted, by bills of exchange, to Calcutta in favour of the 
Honourable Company, | 
Boenares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
gth April, 1783. (Signed) WM. MARKHAM... 

| - , Reſident. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I encloſe the copy of a letter I have received from the 
Reſident at Oude. On this repreſentation of the very 
urgent neceſſity there is in the Vizier's country for an im- 
mediate ſupply of grain, I have thought it proper to com- 
ply with Mr. Briſtow's requeſt, and have ordered the duty 
to be remitted on grain diſpatched thither. I have, how- 
ever, directed the Merchants, who with to ſend grain with 
this indulgence into the Vizier's country, to apply to me 
for duſhuhs ; and I have limited the remiſſion of duty to 
ſuch only as are furniſhed with the duſhuhs. By this 
reſtriction of the indulgence I mean to aſcertain the exact 

amount 
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amount of the duties ſo remitted, and to reſerve to myſelf 
the power of immediately checking this exportation, ſhould 
the Merchants be inclined to ſend ſo large a quantity as to 
cauſe in this country the ſcarcity intended to be relieved in 
the Vizier's, This laſt precaution appears to me particu- 
larly neceſſary, as the failure of rain at the uſual period, 
and the conſequent thinneſs of the crop in the Zemindary, 
has raiſed the price of grain very high. 
Benares, I am, &c. + 


14 May, 1783. (Signed) F. FOWKE, Reſident. 


To the Reſident at Benares. 


Sir, | 
I have this day ſubmitted to the Board the expediency 
of remitting, during the preſent alarming ſcarcity of grain 
throughout the Vizier's dominions, the heavy duty levi- 
ed on this article in the Zemindary of Benares. This 
meaſure will, I am in hopes, prove a great encouragement 
to its importation from the Company's provinces, As a 
— deal of time would be loſt in waiting the Board's an- 
ſwer, and the emergency calls for immediate ſupplies, I 
have, in the confidence that you would aſſent to it till the 
pleaſure of the Board may be known, cauſed it to be cir- 
culated among the Merchants of the Bahar province, as 
well as thoſe in the Vizier's dominions, as a meaſure ac- 
tually determined on : I am likewiſe to requeſt that you 
will notify the ſame throughout the Zemindary of Benares, 
and otherwiſe encourage, as much as may be in your 
power, the Merchants in importing grain into theſe pro- 
vinces. 
Lucknow, I have the honour to be, &c. 
Sth May, 1783. (Signed) JOHN BRISTOW, 
| Refi. at the V. Court. 
A true copy, by F. Fowke, Rt. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


INCLOSED I have the honour to forward the public 
accounts of this ſtation, for the month of May, by which 
you will obſerve, that Baboo Jagger Deo Sing has liqui- 
dated Rajah Mehipnarain's eighth kiſt for Byſaack. 

In the account of diſburſements your Honourable Board 
will obſerve, that the actual expenditure falls ſhort of the 
| eſtimate which I tranſmitted to Mr. James Miller, by the 
ſum of 23,229. 13, this difference was occafioned by the 
drafts of the Paymaſter of the garriſon of Chunar Ghur, 


and troops in this Zemindary, being leſs for this 1 
| a than 


| . NM 
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than the eſtimate, which he furniſhed me with on form- 
ing a general eſtimate for Mr. Miller. | | 
Benares, I have the honour to be, &c, 
gth June, 1783. (Signed) F. FOWKE, Reſident, 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, * 

I have the honour to encloſe you an account of the re- 
ceipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from 13 July to 
12 Auguſt, 1783, by which you will perceive that the 
balance remaining in my hands is Benares Sicca rupee 
4,78, 489. 4 7, and that Babboo Jagger Deo Sing has 
liquidated Rajah Mehipnarrain's 1cth kiſt for Aſſur. 
Benares, I have the honour to be; &c. 


12th Auguſt, 1783. | (Signed) F. FOWKE, Reſi. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Agreeably to your orders, contained in your letter bear- 
ing date the 28th ult. I have this day diſpatched to the 
prefidency in five boats the ſum of Benares Sicca rupees 
4,605,000, 'configned to Mr. Charles Crofts, Sub- treaſurer, 
being the balance of my Treaſury, after deducting Benares 
Sicca rupees 13,489. 7. 7, which I have detained in my 
hands to anſwer the drafts which I am in daily expeRation 
of receiving from the Paymaſter of the garriſons, whoſe 
bills you have ordered me to honour in your letter of the 

12 June laſt. | 

Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 

17 Auguſt, 1783. (Signed) F. FOWKE, Refi. 


Honourable Sir and $Strs, | 
I have the honour to encloſe you an account of the re- 
ceipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from 12 Auguſt 
to 24 September, 1783, by which you will perceive that 
the balance remaining in my hands is Benares Sicca ru- 
pees 2,57,520, —7, and that: Baboo Jugger Deo Sing has 
liquidated Rajah Mihipnarrain's 11th kiſt for Haubon. 


Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
24 Sept. 1784. (Signed) F. FOWKE, Refident. 
The Board's ref op the preceding lotters are as 
ow : 
17 February. 


| Agreed that the claims made by Baboo Durbetzy Sing 
on the following accounts, be admitted at the rates giyen to 
them reſpectively by the late Reſident. 
Mint. 
- Awdawlet or Fouzdarry. 
Retwalle. 
Nehaus. : 
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ellauſhy. 
humah Kama. 
Duſtoor Anguſtin, 
Govind Jett's Malkanna. 
Idol Sing's ditto 
Boggul Sing's ditto. | 
Duties for ſaltpetre from the Nabob Vizier's dominions. 
. Agreed alſo, That the late Reſident be applied to by the 
Secretary; and if it ſhall appear that the claims of deduc- 
tions made on account of a village granted by the Gover- 
nor General's Perwannah to Mufti Kurreim Ullah, and 
Inbrage Sing, in confirmation of grants from Aurengzebe, 
are founded on any acts done by the Governor General's 
authority, it is agreed to admit them, 
The following are liſts of deductions claimed by Dur- 
beetzy Sing. ; 


Account of DeduQtions from the Mulgazaree of Benares, 
= "Hp by Baboo Durbetzy Sing for the Fuffillee Year 
11 

ARTICLES. Deductions claimed. 


Mint — = — 16,465 PV 5 
Audawlet and Phouzedarry = = 25,000 — — 
Kutwallee = - 12,000 = — 
Nuckhaſs — . — 1,00 — 
Delolly Perdaiſſee =. 198 —— 
Tellaſhy "= - © = „ 
DER 2 - 8 880 — — 
Jaſtoor An e - - - 108 —» — 
Govind Jerr's Malkannah - - 37,900 — -— 
Idol Sing's ditto - - - $8,000 — — 
Boggul Sing's ditto - — -, 11,000 — — 


A village granted by the Honourable Go- 

vernor General's Perwannah to Mufti 

Kurrem Oulah, confirming a grant of 

Aurengzebe , - — - . 3,622 13 1 
Land ditto to Jerbrage Sing, confirming a 
grant of ditto = - - - 
Land ditto to the Chunar Fauhkier, con- 

— grant of ditto - - 500 — — 


Half the Mehal duties on ſtone from Chunar 11,028 8 — 
Four thouſand cubits round the fort of 

Chunar ri. - — 44347 — —= 
Duties for ſaltpetre from the Nabob Vi- 

zier's dominions - — 16,512 


Paymolly = - - - 10,477 


#23 
Loſs on the dutics — - - 91,778 8 3 
3 

6 


Fort William, Amount Sicca rupees 2,57,359 
27 Dec. 1783. — = 


Vor. I. 8 Account 


a& ——— 


— a — = mm 
—— . ˙ r= — It -.. - 


4 M 
258 Papers relating to Charge III. Parts 4 and 5. 


Account of deductions from the Mulgazaree of Benares, 
allowed to Durbetzy Sing for the Fuſſullee year 1189. 


Aa 1 0 + $* 


4 Amount allowed. 
Mint — - - - 13,410 — — 
Awdawlet and Phouzedarry - 10,000 — — 
Kutwallee — = - 12,000 — — 
Nuckhauſs 1200, 235 being collected, there 
remains - — — 965 — — 
Tellaſhy - - - 2,000 — — 
Khemah Khama - - - 880 — — 
Duſtoor Anguſterry =. 38: = 10 — — 
Govind Jeet's Malkanna = - 37,500 — — 
Idol Sin ditto - — 8,000 — — 
Boggul bing ditto - - 11,000 :; — 
Duties for ſaltpetre from the Nabob Vi- 
zier's dominions — 16,512 3 3 
1,12,277 3 3 
1 
th Dec. 1783. 


The Secretary acquaints the Boad, that the bills men- 
tioned in this letter were ſent on receipt of them to the 
Sub- treaſurer. 

12th Auguſt. - | 
Ordered that the accounts encſoſed in this letter be ſent 
to the Accountant General. 1 
; 24th September. | 

Ordered that the accounts encloſed in this letter be ſent 
to the Accomptant General. | 

The following minute having been delivered by the Go- 
vernor General on the 23d inſtant, the propoſition con- 
tained in it was agreed to by the other members of the Board, 
as appears at its concluſion. | 

he Governor. General—Mr. Hay, who attended me 
in the year 1781, by the Board's orders, to do the public 
duties that I might require of him in his line in the general 
department, while I was abſent from Calcutta, on a viſit 
to the upper provinces, and who prepared and figned the 
Sunnud which I granted to Rajah Myhipnarain, having 
acquainted me that neither Mr. Colebrook, the Perfian 
tranſlator, nor himſelf, have yet received any part of the 
fee due to them from that Sunnud, notwithſtanding a re- 
— which the late Reſident made thereof by my orders 
rom the then Naib, Baboo Durbeetzy Sing I propoſe 
that Mr. Fowke be directed to demand it from the 2 | 
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and if the Rajah ſhould heſitate to comply with the demand, 
that he made accountable for the amount from his Jaghire, 
and that Mr. Fowke do receive it, and pay it to Mr. Coles 
brook and Mr. Hay, in the uſual proportions to each. — 
The fee given by Rajah C Sing for his Sunnud, was 
one per cent. on the annual Jumma, and the ſame is due 
from Rajah Mehipnarain. | 
85 (Signed) W. HASTINGS. 
Agreed, That this requeſt be made to the Rajah accord- 
ing to the Governor General's propoſition. 
(Signed) ED Wp. WHELER, 
. MePHERSON, 
. STABLES, 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter 
* Markham. | 
IT, 
The Honourable the Governor General confirmed th 
nts of Aurungzebe to Mufti Kheremdulah, and Jubraad 
ing, to the of my recollection, by ſigning his name 
on the original Sunnuds : I have not copies of them, but 
the preſent Reſident can eaſily procure them. 
cember 26th, 1783, 1am, &c. 
| 7 Signed) Wm. MAREHAM. 


Agreed that the following letter be written to the Reſi- 
dent — Benares. | 
ir, 
We have lately taken into conſideration a letter from our - 
late Reſident at Benares, dated 17th February, incloſing 
an account of the deductions demanded by Baboo Durbeet- 
25 Sing for the Fuſſildar year 1189; and we have alſo had 
before us ſundry other letters from Benares, bearing the 
following dates, gth April, 14th May, 5th and gth June, 
28th July, 12th and 17th Auguſt, and 24th September. 
We encloſed an accouut of the deductions claimed by 
Durbeetzy Sing, and an account of thoſe which we agreed 
to; we will not allow of any addition to the latter, unleſs 
it be for the village and land given by the Governor Gene- 
ral's Purwannah and grant to Moftes Khurreim Oulah and 
Jubrage Sing, in confirmation of a grant of the Emperor 
Aurungzebe, and amounting to the total ſum of Sicca ru- 
pees 2,822. 13. 1; this deduction we permit you to add to 
our account, if, as the late Reſident informs us is the caſe, 
the Governor General's name appears on the original Sun- 
nuds, and in ſuch caſe only. | 
You will obſerve that the difference between the amount 
of Durbeetzy Sing's claims, and that which we agree to, 
even including the deductions for the village and land 
| S 2 granted 
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gr nted to Mufty Khurreim Oulah, and Jubrage Sing, is 
a. Rs. 1,42,259. 5. 8: We direct that you make an im- 
mediate claim of this ſum on Dubreetzy Sing, who accord- 
Ing to the Muchulea which he gave to our late Refident on 
being releaſed from confinement, is engaged to pay it into 
the Benares Treaſury. 

We underſtand that in conſequence of a requeſt made by 
the widow of Rajah Bulwant Sing, and by the preſent Ra- 
jah Myhipnarain, the amount due from Rajah Durbeetzy 
for the collections of that part of the Fuſſullee Year 1190, 
during which he held the office of Naib, was agreed to be 
Jeft to the arbitration of Ally Ibrahim Cawn ; and your 
letter of the 5th of June informs us, that his ſucceſlor, 
Babboo Jugger Deo Sing, has paid the full amount of that 
year's kiſts up to the date of it, independent of the collec- 
tions made by Babboo Durbetzy Sing at the beginning of 
the year : We have not yet learnt whether Ally Ibrahim 
Cawn has delivered in his award; but if he has, we direct 
that you claim and receive the amount adjudged by him to 
be due from Baboo Durbeetzy Sing, and tranſmit a copy of 
the award to us. | 

Being informed that Mr. Hay, who attended the Gover- 
nor General in the year 1781, by the Board's orders, to do 
the public duties that might be required of him in his line 
in the general department, while the Governor General 
was abſent from Calcutta, and Mr, Colebrooke, the Per- 
fian tranflator, have not yet received any part of the fee 
due to them from the Sunnud which the Governor General 
granted to Rajah Mihipnarrain, notwithſtanding the re- 
quiſition which the late Refident made thereof, by the Go- 
vernor General's orders, from the then Naib Durbetzy 
Sing, we direct that you demand it from the Rajah, and 
if the Rajah ſhould heſitate to comply with the demand, 
that he be made accountable for the amount from his Jag- 
hire.— That you receive it, and pay it to Mr. Hay and Mr. 
Colebrook, in the uſual proportions to each. The fee 
given by Rajah Cheyte Sing for his Sunnud was one per 
cent. on the annual Jumna, and the ſame is due from Rajah 
Mcehipnarrain. | 

Fort William, - We are, &c. 
Secret department, 


27th Dec. 1783. 


Extract! Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 31/1 December, 1783. 


THE Governor General having propoſed that orders 
ſhould be ſent to Derbetzey Sing, to repair immediately to 
Benares, as he was here without licence, and his accounts. 


were unſettled, directions were accordingiy ſent to him 
| yeſterday 
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yeſterday by the Secretary, in the name of the Governor 
General, and the Secretary is ordered to communicate 


theſe orders to Mr. Fowke. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 20th January, 
1784. 5 
READ a letter as follows from the Reſident at Benares. 


Gentlemen, | 
I have the honour to encloſe you an account of the re- 


ceipts and diſburſements of this Treaſury, from 12th No- 


vember to 27th December, 178 3, by which you will per- 
ceive that the balance remaining in my hands is Benares 
Sicca rupees 150, 285. 3 3, and that Baboo Jagger Deo 
Sing has liquidated Rajah Myhipnarain's firſt kiſt for 
Aſſin. 

I have written to Mr. C. Wattel, the Deputy Paymaſter 
at Chunar, informing him, that the balance of the above 
account will be delivered to his order, agreeably to your 
commands tranſmitted to me by Mr. Secretary Bruere, in 
in his letter of the 2oth November, 1783. 

Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
3iſt Dec. 1783. (Signed) F. FOWKE, 

5 | | Reſident. 

The accounts encloſed in the above letters were ſent to 
the Accountant General on the gth inſtant, 


Extract of Bengal Secret — the 3d February, 
1784. 
THE following letter was written to Mr. Fowke on the 


29th of laſt month. 
Sir, 


Obſerving by your account of the 27th of laſt month, 


ſent to the Accountant General, that you had then received 
payment only of the Rajah's kiſt for Aſſin, and thoſe for 
Cautic, Angheen, and Pooſs, being therefore due from 
him, in the total amount of Sa. Rs. 8, 70, ooo, we deſire 
that you will endeavour to obtain not only the immediate 
2 of this ſum from the Naib, but of that for that 

any, which will be due in the beginning of the next 
month; and we conceive that you will have but little, if 
any, difficulty in ſo doing, as, excepting the kiſt for the 
month of Bhadoon, every other kiſt is very light in pro- 
portion to the revenue which the country is capable of yield- 
ing. 

Fort William, We are, &c. 
29th January, 1784. | 
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- The following Durkbauſt having been received from 
Caſhmeeree Mall on the 29th ult, it was circulated and 
agreed, at the recommendation of the Governor General, 
that the letter, which is entered after it, ſhould be written 
to the Reſident at Benares. 


Requiſition of Caſhmeeree Mull Sahoocor. 

A lac and a half of Moorſhedabad Sicca rupees, is now 
due from the Calcutta Treaſury to your Servant. As your 
ſervant has urgent occaſion for a bill of two lacs of Moorſheda- 
bad Sicca rupees on Benares, he will pay (in addition to the 
abgve lac and a half) half a lac of Calcutta Sicgas into the 
Treaſury here, and hopes, 2 your goodneſs, that an order 

or a tuncau may be granted to him for two lacs of Moorſhe- 
dabad Sicca rupees on the Benares Treaſury, at the ſame 
rate of exchange as has been granted to Gopaul Daus Sa, 
that he may take the fame with him to Benares. 


7 

We tranſmit to you incloſed the tranſlation of a Durk- 
haut from Caſhmeeree Mull Lahoocor ; and having com- 
plied with the requeſt contained in it, we direct that you 
advance him the amount of two lacs of Moorſhedabad Sicca 
rupees from your treaſury, in liquidation of his claims upon 
the Company, at the fame rate of exchange as has been 
granted to Gopaul Doſs. | 

Fort William, We are, &c, 

29th January, 1784. : 


The Secretary acquainted the Board, that Colonel Mor- 
gan has repreſented to him the occafion which he will have 
for four lacs of rupets, for the pay of his troops on their ar- 
rival at Etayak ; | | 

Ordered, That the Reſident of Benares be directed to 
remit this amount to Colonel Morgan immediately, either 
from the balance of caſh in his hands, or by loans re-pay- 
able from the firſt monies that he ſhall receive after com- 
plying with the order in favour of Caſhmeree Mull. 

Agreed, That the following letters be written to Mr. 
Fowke and Colonel C. Morgan. 


* To Mr. Francis Fowke, &c. 
ir, | | 
Colonel Morgan, "commanding the Bengal detachment 
| from the Weſt of India, which is arrived, as we ſuppoſe, 
by this time at Etaya, having occaſion for four lacs of ru- 
pees, for the pay of the troops, it is our order that you re- 
mit this ſum immediately to him, or the officer command- 
ing them, either from the balance of caſh in your hands, or 
by making loans re-payable from the firft monies that you may 

; | ; receive 
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mceive from the Rajah kiſt, after complying with the order 
ſent to you on the 29th ult. for two lacks of rupees in fa- 
your of Caſhmeree Mull, 


Fort William, We are, 
Secret Department, Sir, 
3d Feb, Yours, &c. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following letter, 
and its encloſures, from the Reſident at Benares, which he 
received on the 27th ult, from the Secretary to the public 


department. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Goyernor 
General, &c. Supreme Council. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Encloſed I have the honour to tranſmit the accounts of 
this ſtation for the month of September. 
On the credit ſide of the account, betwixt the Honour- 
able Company and Rajah Myhipnarain, your Honourable 
will him of two lacs two hundred thirteen ru- 
_=_ eleven annas three pice, placed to the Rajah's credit. 
he particulars of this ſum are fully explained to your Ho- 
nourable Board in a letter from the late Reſident, bearing 
date the 16th of February, 1783, a copy of which I have 
the honour to encloſe. 15 

There is alſo one article in the account placed to Baboo 
Duſkbidgey Sing. under the head of Waſſillauts or collections 
made by him (belonging to the preſent year's revenue) be- 
fore he was put into confinement, by orders from your Ho- 
nourable Board. N 

By a letter under date the qth April, 1783, from my 

for, your Honourable Board, were informed of the 
releaſe of Babboo Duſkbidgey Sing, and alſo of the condi- 
tions of his enlargement, one of which was, that he ſhould 

y, without heſitation, to the preſent Naib, whatever ſums 

e had collected belonging to the Fuſſellee year 1190, 

By a letter under date the 5th June, 1783, your Ho- 
nourable Board was informed of the probable effect that 
theſe collections would have, when the reſt for the month 
of Bhadoon, which is the cloſe of the year, came to be 
adjuſted on the engagement entered into by Babboo Duſk- 
bidgey Sing at the time of his releaſe, the chief magiſtrate, 
Ally Ibraham Khaun, is choſen by ſuch party as an um- 
Pires and Babboo Duſkbidgey Sing binds himſelf to abide 

his acceſſion in adjuſting the amount of his Waſſellauts. 

he ſum determined by Ally Ibraham Khaun, as ſent down 
in the account, amounts to 1,22,536. 7. 6, Benares Sicca 


rupees. 


84 The 
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The Babboo Duſkbergey Sing did not make collections 


from the revenue of the preſent year, is not a matter of 
diſpute, as he has himſelf acknowledged it by a written en- 
gagement, under his feal and ſignature ; the amount of ſuch 
collections was the only point that remained doubtful. —As 
both the late and preſent Naib choſe Ally Ibraham Khaun 
as an umpire, the bufineſs of. inveſtigating and determin- 
ing the amount due from Babboo Duſkbidgey Sing, deyolv- 
ed of courſe upon him : I muſt acknowledge myſelf much 
indebted to Ally Ibraham Khaun, for the labour and 
trouble which attended the adjuſtment of accounts in them- 
ſelves ſo intricate, and for the readineſs with which he hag 
at all times afforded his aſſiſtance, whenever the intereſt of 
the Honourable company, or the buſineſs of Government 
required it. The mode in which he adjuſted theſe accounts, 
was as follows ; | : ; STAIN 
Four mutſuddees were appointed, two by the preſent 
Naib, and two by Babboo Duſkbidgey Sing, to examine 
into the accounts ; four mutſuddies attended the chief ma- 
giſtrate daily, the Connangoes of ſuch Purgunnhas attend- 
ed, as the accounts of each were inveſtigated. The dif- 
ferent collections of each Purgannah {after having under- 
gone the examination of theſe four mutſuddies in 'the pre- 
ſence of Ally Ibrahim Khawn, affiſted by the Connangoes) 
was determined by them, and the mutſuddies appointed by 
each affixed their ſignatures to the amount which appeared, 
upon this examination, to have been colleted from the 
country by Babboo Duſkbedgey Sing. In any inflance 
where a diſpute aroſe, which muſt unavoidably have been 
the caſe, in examining and adjuſting accounts ſo compli- 
cated as revenue accounts are, the chief magiſtrate accom- 
modated the differences that aroſe, and refuſed to admit 
any ſum as collected, which was not atteſted by the ſigna- 
tures of each party. - | | Na 
I have the honour to be, 
Benares, With the greateſt reſpect, 
12th Nov. 1783. Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
| | Your moſt obedient and 
Humble ſervant, | 
(Signed) F. FOWKE. 


Copy of a letter from William Markham, Eſquire, dated 
Henares, 16th February, 1783. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Supreme Council. | 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
I have the honour to incloſe you an account of the de- 
ductions demanded by Bahboo Duſbedgey Sing, * 
0 5 020 . K - * 4 £ t 1 
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Fuſſelli year 1189. I ſhould not have deferred ſending it 
ſo long, but that I was prevented by Babboo Duſbedgey 
Sing's not being able to give me an exact account of the 
demand for the duties on the faltpetre from the Nabob 
Vizier's dominions. | 

For the firſt eight articles the Honourable Governor Ge- 
neral, when at Benares, agreed to allow him the medium 
rate of the five preceding years, viz. the Mint, Adaulut, 
and Phouſdarry, Cutuallic, Nuckhaſs, Dilloby, Pardaiſuc, | 
Tellaffic, Khimar Khanna, and the Duſtoorie Anguſ- 
tarry. 

Your Honourable Board directed, that the Mint ſhould 
be put under the direction of the Reſident, his demand 
upon it is not exorbitant, though, according to the papers 
which I have been able to collect reſpecting it, the exact 
medium ſtate is 13, 410 rupees. | 

With reſpe&t to the Audaulut and Pharrſdarry, the 
amount of loſs by not being continued in the Rajah's 
chands cannot be definitely aſcertained, as both offices were 
conduQted during Chiet Sing's and even Bulwant Sing's 
time, in a manner no means conformable. to juſtice, The 
Courts were ſometimes held at Ramnagur, the place of re- 
ſidence of the Rajah, and whatever preſents were made on 
the deciſion of cauſes, were by no means regular, and can- 
not be aſcertained but by his own Treaſury accounts ; by 
the enquiries which I have made, I do not conceive that 
the clear income ariſing from theſe two articles would be 
more than 10,000 or 12,009 rupees. 

The Cutuallic was in the hands of a man whom ] believe 
to have been fince dead, as I can get no accounts of him,— 
I believe the amount to be juſt, - 

The Nuckhaſs is a duty taken on all horſes, oxen, &c. 
ſold in the Buzar, the amount ſet down is juſt, but Dur- 
bedgey Sing collected upon this article 235 rupees, ſo that 
he is only entitled to 965. | 

The Dilloby Pardarſſu was a tax collected on all travel- 
lers, people coming from the Decan to Benares, on reli- 
gious purpoſes, &c. &c. which the Governor General for- 
bid to be collected, as t impoſitions were made on the 
people thus coming to Benares, and I believe _ juſt, 

ellaſſore was a duty collected on every boat that paſſed 
Benares, independent of the regular duties. I believe its 
amount never exceeded more than 2,990 rupees yearly. 

The Khimar Khanna was a duty collected on all gaming 
houſes, and is I believe a juſt demand. | 

The Duſtoorie Anguſtarry did not amount to above 10 
or 12 rupees, was a duty collected on rings, ſmall, iron and 

wter rings, which the people who waſhed at the Benares 
Bauts are obliged to wear. 


The 
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The demands of deductions for Govind Jut Idull Sing, 
and Buckhut Sing's Mulkanna, are undonbtedly juſt. 

A village granted by the Honourable Governor General's 
Perwanna to Muftie Khurrim Aulla, is likewiſe juſt, as 
the Governor General confirmed the Sunnunds given to 
his family by Aurungzieb. 

Lands granted to Jubrage Sing ſtands in the ſame predi- 
cament, and is likewiſe juſt. 

The land granted by the Governor General to the Chu- 
nar Fackhur The amount juſt. 

The duty on the ſtones granted by the Governor Gene- 
ral to the Commanding Officer at Chunar Ghur, was given 
for the following reaſons; to prevent the diſputes which 
often happen between the Rajah and the Commanding of- 
fer; and as the ſtones were cut cloſe to the fort, within 
the limits of his command, the Governor General judged 
any perquiſite _— from them to appertain more properly 
to him than to the Rajah; as the point was not ſettled be- 
fore the ſignature of the Pattah and Caboliat, the Rajah 
demanded a deduction. | 

The 4,000 cubits, mentioned at 4,347 rupees, is the 
land which the Governor General directed to be meaſured 
out, and given out to the Commanding Officer, as being 

within gun ſhot of his fort. 

Your Honourable Board directed me, in a letter of July 
1781, to paſs the ſalt petre, which came from the Nabob's 
country, free of duties, his demand on tliis account is about 
2,000 rupees leſs than it ought to be; the, loſs which ac- 
crued on the eſtabliſhment of the permit through the Ze- 
mindary, he has rated very high, and is the moſt excep- 
tionable part of his demand. —A loſs, a heavy loſs, was 
certainly occaſioned, partly from goods being ſent a diffe- 
rent route by the merchants, partly from the deductions of 
the khair, which he was obliged to allow to his Aumils, 
and from the collections of the permit not being equal to 
that deduCtion, 


Particulars of deductions claimed by Babboo Jagger Deo 
Sing, as granted to Babboo Durkbedgy Sing laſt year, as 
by a letter from the late Reſident, dated 16th February, 
1783, a copy of which is incloſed. 


Mint - 


- - 13,410 2 — 
Adawlut and Phouſdarry . - 12,000 — — 
Cutually - - - 12,000 — — 
Nuckhaſs - - Z on 1,200 — — 
Delly Paiſduiſſey . - 1,740 — — 
Tellaſhry - - - 2,000 — — 


Khimar Khanna » » . 880 — — 


Papers relating to Charge III. Parts 4 and 5, a6 


Duſtoar Angooſterry , = . 108 — — 
Govind Jut's Mkhamia 8 3}, $00 —— — 
Cidal — * - 800 
Boggat Sing's ditto 2 - 11.000 — 
A village granted to Khurrum Ullag 1,822 — — 
Ditto to J ubrag Si - - 1,000 —— 


To the Chunnar Fakeirs ” - 500 
Four thouſand cubits round the fortof Chunnar 4,347 — — 
Loſs on the pernut — - 91,000 = — 
Salt petre paſſed this year on account of the 

Honourable Company 661i. a I 


2,00,213 11 3 


"*"w_ 


Francis Fowke in Account with the Honourable Company, 


Dr. | 
Sept. 24, 1783. To balance remainin 
in my hands, as per account tranſmi 
of this day date - — 2,57,520 — 7 


To caſh received from Babboo Jagger Dio 
Sing, in part payment on account of 
Rajah Myepnarain's 12 kiſts, due for 
Bhadoon - — — 4,87, 249 13 3 


Benares Sicca rupees 744.769 13 10 


Renares, 12th November, 1783. 


Cr. 

Oct. 1, 1783. By caſh paid Nabob Sua- 
dant Ally Kawn, his allowance for the 
month of September, 1783. 

Ded. Batta 4 . Go 1,247 GPA 6 


| = 23,752 15 6 
By ditto paid Rhanas Sing his allowance | 

for the month of September, 1783, at 

per order of the Honourable Gover- 

nor General - - 200 — — 
2. By ditto paid the allowance to the | 

Adaulet, as ſettled by the Hon. Go- 

vernor General, for the month of 

September, 1783. - 

By ditto paid the family of the late Coſſim 
Ally " pkg as per order of the Ho- 
nourable Governor General, for the 
month of September, 1783. - 1,200 — ns 

| . 3. By 


' 
| 
| 
' 
[ 
| 
| 
} 
| 
[ 
| 


To the amount of his 12 kifts, due for 
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3. By ditto paid Doctor Francis Balfaur 
"his allowance for the month of _— 
tember, 1288 as ſettled by the LETS. 
. Honourable Governor General. = 2,080 — 
6. By ditto paid Mr. John Armſtrong, the | 
amount of a bill of exchange drawn 
in his favour by Mr. T. Evans, Pay- 
maſter, dated Calcutta, 15th Sept. 
1783, for C. Rs. 21,362. 11. 7, which 
at the Exchange of 111 Ct. R. per 3 
Benares Siccas - - 
By ditto paid rent of the houſe occupied 
by the Refident for the month of 
September, 1783, as per order of the 
Honourable Governor General- 300 — — 
9. By ditto paid the rent of the houſe oc- 
cupied by Ibraham Ally Kawn, for 
the month of Sept. 1783, as per or- 
der of the Hon, Governor General 109 — — 


19,245 11 3 


12. By ditto paid Captain Thomas Ho- 


an, as per his bill for the month of 
ept. 1783, amount diſburſements of 
the 7 companies of Sepoys ſtationed . 
at Benares, according to the order of 
the Hon. Governor General — 8.220 11 
Nov. 12. By ditto paid for 13 bills of ex- 
change, as per invoice encloſed - 6, 70, 274 13 3 


1233510 3 — 
By balance remaining in my hands 11, 259 8 10 


Benares Sicca rupees 7,44. 769 13 10 


Errors excepted. 
| (Signed) F. FOWKE, Reſident. 


Rojah Myepnarain in Account Revenue with the Horiourable 
Company. i 


Dr. 


ſ 


the month of Bhadoon - 38, 10,000 — — 


— 
_— 


Benares Sicca rupees —— 3, 10,000 — — 


mm. 


. 2 


Benares, 12th November, 1783. 


By caſh received from Baboo Jagger Dio 


Sing, in ant? gry of Rajah M | 
narain's 12 kiſts, due for Bhadaun 4, 87,249 13 8 


*”. 
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By amount remiffion, as per fen, 
tticulats encloſed — — _. 2,00,213 11 3 


By amount Woffillauts, due from Babboo 


"A uſkbedgey Sing, the late Naib, as per 
account particulars ſettled by the Chief 


— Ally Ibraham Kawn . = 1,22, 536 ys s 


Benares Sica rupees $,10,000 — — 


_ 


Errors excepted. | 
(Signed) F. FOWEE, Reſident... | 
| 5395 
The Board cannot agree to allow the preſent Naib any 
increaſe on the deductions which were owed to the lats 


Naib Durbeetzy Sing. 
Ordered, That an account of theſe deductions, and an 


' account between the Company and Durbeetzy Sing, be 
laid before the Board by the Secretary at the next meeting. 

Durbeetzy Sing not having 2 complied with the di- 
rections ſent to bin ſome time ſince by the Governor Ge- 
neral, to repair immediately to Benares ; ordered, that Bs 


fame be repeated. 
Entra of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 18th Feb. 1784. 


1 Secretary, in conformity to the Board's orders of 
the — 5 now la Ar- them an account between 
the y and Durbeebyy Sing, late Naib of Benates. 


and an 2 of the deductions to be allowed to the pre- 
ſent Naib Jaggerdeo Sing, grounded on thoſe granted to 
Durbeebyy Sing. 


Baboo Durbeebyy Sing in Account with the Honourable 
L Dr. | 
To amount of Wuſſilaut due from him, as 
ſettled by the Chief Magiſtrate, Ally 8 
Übraham Cawn, on account of 1190 1, 22,536 7 6 
To difference of account between the de- 
ductions claimed by, and thoſs allowed 
to him for 1189 = 1,45,082 3 — 


Benares S. rupees 267618 6 


Fort William, Cr. : 
25th Feb. 1784. By balance, Be. S. Ru. 2,67,618 10 6 


(Signed) E. HAY, Sec. 
3 | Deductions 
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Deductions to be allowed to Jaggudeo Sing, founded on 
thoſe allowed to the late Naib Doorbeebyy Sing. 


ARTIC LIS. Amount allowed. 

Mint — — — - 13,410 — — 
Adaulet and Phouſdary — = 10,000 — 
Kutivalli ES - 12,000 — —» 
Nuckhaſs - - - 1200 — — 
Tellaſhy - - - 2,000 — — 
Khemah Khamah - - 880 — — 

| Duſtoor Auguſleny - - 10 — — 
Govind Jeit's Malkama - - 37,500 — — 
Idol Sing ditto = - - 8.000 — 


Beggul Sing ditto - - 
Duties for ſalt petre from the Nabob 
Vizier's dominions = = - 16,512 =— — 


— 


Rupees 1,12,512 = — 


— — 


N. B. The Refident at Benares was directed, on the 27th 
December, to allow a deduction of rupees 2,822. 13. 1 
to Baboo 1 Sing, on account of ſome villages 
granted to Muftu Khinium Ullah and Jubrage Sing, 
provided the Governor General's name appeared on the 
original ſunnuds, and not otherwiſe. If this appears to 
be ſo, the amount deduction to be allowed will be ru- 

s 1, 15: 334. 13. 1. 
33 — foregoing accounts be tranſmitted to 
the Reſident at Benares, with the following letter. 


Re Mr. Francis Fowke, Reſident at Benares. 
ir, 

We have received your letter of the 12th November, 
and the papers encloſed in it. 

We cannot allow the deductions claimed by Baboo Jug- 
' gerdeo Sing, but we agree to allow him the ſame as were 
granted to Babboo Durbeebyy Sing, agreeably to the account 
herewith tranſmitted, | 

The account between the Company and Durbeebyy 
Sing, appears to us to be as ſtated in the encloſed paper. 
We deſire that you will make a peremptory claim of the 
balance due from him, as therein mentioned, or if that 
ſtatement ſhould not be perfectly accurate, of ſuch ſum as 
we are entitled to demand. 

Fort William, Secret We are, &c. 
Department, 18th Feb. 1784. 


Extract 
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Extra of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the add February 
| 1784. 


READ the following letter from the Reſident at Be- 
nares: 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 


| I have received the honour of your commands of the 


27th of laſt December: on Durkbidzy Sing's arrival at 
Benares I ſhall immediately make a claim upon him for 
the ſum of Sicca rupees 1, 42, 259. 5. 11, the Governor 
General's ſignature being actually affixed to the original 
ſunnuds of Mufti Kurrum Oulah and Joberaje Sing.—L 
have demanded of the Naib, and brought to the Honour- 
able Company's credit in the accompanying account, the 
difference of the amount of deductions recommended in 
the late Refident's letter of the 17th of February, and thoſe 
which your Honourable Board has been pleaſed to allow. 
— To theſe I have added the ſum of 235 rupees, which 
was collected on account of Nuckhaſs in the year 1189, no 
part of which was collected in the enſuing year. Having 
repeatedly demanded of the Rajah the amount of the fee for 
his ſunnuds, without receiving payment of any part of it 
from him, I ſhall immediately make him accountable for 
the amount of it from his Jaghire, and pay it to Mr. Hay 
and Mr. Colebrooke. 

I have the honour to encloſe you an account of the re- 
ceipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from the 25th 
December, 1783, to the 31ſt January, 1784, by which 
you will perceive that the balance remaining in my hands 
is Benares Sicca rupees 2,06, 488. 3. 7, and that Baboo 
J r Dio Sing has liquidated Rajah Myhipnarain's 2d 

iſt for Khautick. 

1 


leave to obſerve, that I had written to Mr. Wat- 
tel, informing him that the balance of the above account 
would be delivered to his order; and that I have fince 
paid to him the ſum of Benares Sicca rupees 1,95,127,— 
11, I have further diſcharged the balance of your draft 
upon me in favour of Gopaul Doſs, for 2,00,000, with 
an advance of 10 per cent. Hoondian, both which ſums 
will appear in my accounts of the month of February, 
Benares, I have the honour to be, 

roth Feb. 1784. Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

| Your moſt obedient, 

Humble ſervant, 


(Signed) F. FOWKE, Reſident. 


Honourable 
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Honourable Sir, and Sirs, AI WOT mY 
Encloſed I have the honbur to tranſmit the award of 
Ally Ibraham Khan, Chief Magiſtrate of Benares, agree- 
bly to your orders of the 27th of laſt December. 


Benates, I have the honour tb be, &c. &c. &c. 
12th February, 1784. (Signed) F. FOWEE, 
5 .- . . Reſident. 


An account of the Waſſilauts of the diſtricts of Sircar Be- 
nares, Chunar, Gauzipore, and Jonepore, collected by 
Baboo Durkbidzy Sing, the Naib for the Fuſſelly year 
1190, from the beginning of the month Aſſin, or 4th 
Shawal, to various dates of the above year, agreeably to 
the requeſt of Baboo Jagger Deo Sing, and the Ekraur 
Nanna of Baboo Durkbidzy Sing, to abide firmly by 
the decifion of Ally Ibraham Kham Bahadur, Chief 
Magiſtrate of the city of Benares, for the amount of 

the above Waſſilauts, on account of the above-mention- 
ed Fuſſelly year 1190, and conformably to the direction 
of Mr. William Markham, and Mr. Francis Fowke, and 
Mr. John Benn; and in the adjuſtment of the above 
accounts the late Zemindars, Canongoes, Aumils, and 
thoſe now employed, and the officers of the preſent Naib 
Baboo Jaggerdio Sing, and the officers of the late Naib 
Rajah Myepnarain Baboo Durkbidzy Sing, have been 
confronted, before Ally Ibraham Khan Bahauder, Chief 
Juſtice of Benares, in his Adawlet; ſettled and decided 
the 4th November, 1783, or 8th Tehidge 1198, with 
the exception of the farm of Dorſunny Sing, who has 
fled, the account of which is given ſeparately. The ſeal 

has been affixed to this account with the conſent of Sum- 
met Sing and Amraw Sing, the Mutteſſuddies of Baboo 
Durkledzy Sing, and Khob Chund, the Mutteſſuddy of 
Baboo Jaggerdio Sing. Roy | 


Taſſil by Rajah Myepnarain. 

By his agent Gurroobocoſe, of Pergunnah 
Beallſey - - — 4,401 56 
Ditto Dollipſing, ditto ditto hol Aſlah 5,767 20 
Ditto Diaram, of ditto Khaunpore = 1,297 4 0 
Ditto Huſlaul Sing, of ditto Mungrah 16,223 13 9 
Ditto Dollip Sing, of Taaluck Khoondey 233 40 


In all — 27,922 13 3 


Taſſil by Surrupzet Sing. 

Of Purgunnah Coppackit, Sircar Gauzipore 138 10 6 
Ditto Khawred, of ditto Joncpore * 4,920 Di 9 
od : to 


Ditto Seckunderpore, ditto Gauzipore 2,223 6 0 
Ditto Bulliah, — ditto ditto - 2,090 13 
Ditto Luckneſſur ditto ditto - 19 12 
Ditto Taaluck, of Pergunt Packhouter, ditto 250 11 9 


In all — 12,664 2 3 


— — 


Taſſil by Bullomdoſs. 


. Of Pergunnah Johurabad, &c. Sircar Gau- 
⁊epore 1 1 4994 5 3 
; oO oO 
Of Havelly Gauzipore { 2.840 8 3 
| * 84 8 3 


In all — 8, 434 13 6 


* 


* 6 


| Taffil by Tackooroy Rhano Sing. 
Of Taaluck Sorhome, Havilly Gauſepore 691 7 3 


— 


Of Taaluck Muzapore, Purgunnah Bheſley 125 00 
Ditto ditto Juckney, ditto Khauſwar - 3, 645 15 6 


In all — 23,770 15 6 


Taffil by Rhanney Gollaub Koonwar. 
Of Mouray Jomittah, of Havelly Joncpore 196 O o 
Of Sayer Ramnagore — — 3.236 11 9 


In al! — 3, 432 11 9 


Obſerved, that 196 Rs. of Mouray Jomittah, by Sum- 
mut Sing and Omraw Sing, that it is not included in the 
Nizamut, as the ſame was purchaſed by Cheyt Sing, of 
Azdulla Khan, Do. of Rs. 3,236. 11. 9, of Sayer Ram- 
nagore, which is alſo not included in the Nizamut, the 


ſame having been inhabited by Cheyt Sing. 
Taſſil by Purvoonarine. 
Of Purgunnah Mahaatch, Sircar Chunar 4, 324 11 3 


Obſerved, by Summut Sing and Omraw 
Sing, that the above is the Jaghcer of Ba- 
boo Durkbidzy Sing. 


- d 
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Taſſil Nondun Sing. 


Of Purgunnah Muogrhauc, of Sircar 8 
Chunar - 873 20 


Obſerved, by Summet Sing and 5 
Sing, that the above is not included in the 
Nizamut, being Alltugmah of Rajah 
Bullwant Sing. 


Taffil by 1500 Rutton. 
Of Taaluck Lotha - © - . 101 0 0 
Taffil by Bhaunſey Tackoorain. 
Of Purgunnah Bugevaut, of Sicar Chunar _ 1,220 11 
Taſſil by Agahmundy, of Sayer G 8 lie wo” fp 6 


621 15 © 
20,663 2 10 6 
Taſſil by Lalla Champaut Roy. 1 
Of Sayer Benares - 9,592 10 6 
Of Mohaul Amanaut - - 2,200 © o 
11,792 10 6 
Taffil by Durbar bing, 
Of Sayer Merzapore | - - 12,359 12 6 
Taſſil by Meer Rurmolly. 
Of Mouſy Murhampore = - 38 00 


Taſſil by Byroonaut. | 5 
Of Mouſay Bamwar, of Pergunnah Cuthur 20 O o 


Taſſil by Lerpva Choudry. | 
Of Pergunnah Rhaloopore, of CircarChunar 1,505 4 6 
Taffil by Omraw Sing. 
Of Pergunnah Cawntitt, of Sircar Tarhaur 11,309 © © 
Taff] by Gomaun Sing. | 
Of Pergunnah AG, of Sircar Jonc- 
pore - 8,748 00 
Taffil by Cuttob Ally Beg. 


Of Saver To re — 8 66 
e 1 


. 
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TH Taffil by Omraw Sing. 
Of Taaluuck Mabjowah, of Pug. Kuſſwar 3, 249 33 


Taffils by Ramdial Sing and Hurrier Sing. 
Of Taaluck C Haveellie, r 


Benares WM 988 3 3 
Taffil by Behauder Sing, 
Of Taaluck Jalloopore, 3 Havel - 
ley Shcopore - = 1,308 56 
Taſſil Dunſing and Jaundah Tackoor. 
Of Pergunnah Ry — Sircar Jonc- 
pore 5 199956 39 
Taffil by Joyjil Sing. 
Of Taabuck Muzwhowah > Pergunnah 
Kuſwar - - . 1,109 159 
Taffil by Bahauder Sing. 
Of Purgunnah Mahwechee and Moho- 
warry, of Circar Chunar - 2,058 36 
Tafſil by W Sp, 
Of Pergunnah Satteſsghur = Þ 475 136 
* Taffil Munhur Sing. 
Of Pergunnah Kundah, Sircar Gauzipore 1,138 12 0 
Taffil Mungull Sing. 12 
Of Taaluck Bohinſah 1 _— 541 12 © 
Taffil by Tonraun Sing. 


Of Taaluck Nodiah, of Pergunnah Murhay 
Ahoo, Sircar Joncpore - - 6,165 12 3 


Taffil by Tackooroy Hannoo Sing. 
Of Pergunnah Ghurhay and Den. of 


Sircar Gauzipore = 238 00 


Taffil by Tackooroy Omraw Sing. 
Of Pergunnah Nurween, Sircar Chunar 2,310 14 © 
Taſſil by Pulevan Sing. 
| of Pergunnah Muzwar, Sircar Chunar 842 8 9 
| T 2 Taffil 
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Taſſil by Mungul Sing. 
Of Mouſay Meer, &c, Faun | 
Kaunra Put 179 20 


og 


Taffil by Shake Mahomed Ekram. 
Of Pergunnah Shadiabad, Sircar Joncpore 23,558 10 3 
Taſſil by Permanund. | 
Of Mauſay Khemrandy, Sircar Booky = 160 60 


Taſſil by Thit and Merwan. 
Of Mohaul Chynabuny xx 1,873 00 


Taſſil by Sheobocoſe Sing. 
Of Maufay Bhurkey, &c. 76 
Kherra Rut, Sircar Joncpore = 635 14 9 
Taſſil by Neſſarally Khan. 
Of Ommudpore, Pergunnah Havilly Jonc- | 
| pore - 180 0 0 
Taſſil by Futtaywullah Beg. 
Of . * Havelly un- 
nar 60 
Taſſil by Huſnut Sing and Reſaut Sing. 
Of Mouſa Bella, &c. Pergunnah Cutaghur 75 13 


Taſſil by Rammonoraut. 
Of Dayaut, Pergunnah Kuſ war 225 5 6 
Taſſil by Dawlut Sing. | 
Of Mauſa Suttampore, 9 ney 28 
Joncpore - - 182 4 9 


Rupees 1,67,842 - — 3 


Particulars of the above. 

Sicca ru — I,41,051 
Terſulbp and Pergunnah 26,7 9 9 ; 
| | m— 6, 3 
Taffil of Maul. 


Sicca rupees, — 2,03 154 15 
Terſulhy and Hurſannh 26,168 20 4 


— — 1,29, 323 3 
| * 


T affil of Sayer. 
Sicca ru = 37,896 8 0 
Terfulby — — 621 15.0 
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Summut Sing and Omraw Sing, Muttuſſe- 
dies of Baboo Durkbidzy Sing, and 
Koobehund, Muttufſedy of Baboo Jag- 
gerdio Sing, objected to put their ſignature 
on the following particulars— 1 aaluck 
Gopallapore, Taffil by Burwant Cawl, 
Aumil of Baboo Durkbidzy Sing, as pr. 
Waſſilaut, ſtated by Bridjoo Baſſey Cawl, 
an Aumeen by Mr. Markham a. Rs. 


Taſſil by Durriaw Sing, Aumil of Baboo 
Durkbidzy Sing claimed by Durriaw 
Sing, as an aſſignment in payment of his 
wages; the Muttiſſudies of Durkebidzy 
Sing call upon Durriaw Sing to produce 
me ſunnuds ſigned by Baboo Durkibidzy 
Sing, which he has not yet done, viz, 


Deyhaut of Pergunnah Murhay 
a Hoo — — 34 59 


Mauſay Barhoyn, of Pergun- 


nah Cuttagher — — 359 6 6 
Sa. Rs. | — 


Total of the above two ſums muſt be accounted for by 
Baboo Durkbidzy Sing, as follows: 


Rupees 1,67, 842 © 3 
5.018 7 3 


Rupees 772,860 7 6 


Ditto 


41314 I10 


* 


| 5,018 7 3 


Particulars of Waſſilaut of Sacrupnoo Piſſarah, &c. which 
were formerly ſent to Mr. Francis Fowke in three diffe- 


rent papers ; Viz. 
Sacrupnoo Pifſaralh — 4,818 129 
Pergunnah Bhogwat — 1,220 119 
Do. Aurora — — 4,052 8 9 
Do. Tattrah — — 
Taahuk Gapaulpore — 


T4 


12,810 2 
* Deduck 
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Deduct Waſſilaut. 
Of Purgunnah Brogwat, as 


per Waſſilaut, braught to 


account in Durkbidzjy 


Sing” s Waſſilaut, amount- 


ing to - I,220 11 9 
Of - Purgunnah 
Tolliah, Taffil 
by Oakun Sing, 
umil of Ba- 
boo Jagger Dio 
Sing, which Jag- 
ger Deo Sing is 

to account for 1,463 0 © 


— — — 


Paidi into the * of Sauker 
Pundit, per account 


— by him, in 


which this amount is ſtated 
as paid by Daiſſuny Sing, 
and carried to account of 
the Honourable Company, 
as follows : 


Of Purgunnah 
Sanymoo Peſ- 


fa . — 3,000 00 + 


Of do. Aurora 1,999 8 0. 


Of Taaluck Go- 


paulpore - 500 00 


| Balance 


Particulars of the above 
Balance. 


Of Purgunnah 
| 3 Peſ- 

farah g - 1,818 12 9 
Of do. Aurora 2,053 09 


Of TFaluck Go- 
paulpore 455 1 6 
4.326 15 0 


— — 


5˙499 8 © 


4,326 1 rg O 


The 
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The Mutſuddies of Baboo Durktidzy Sing ob- 
ſerve, that Daiſſunny Sing was employed by Taggu Deo 
Sing as his own Agent after the diſmiſſion of Baboo 
Durktidzy Sing, and that he ſent Daiſſanny Sing to 
collect the Purgunnah of Sairymoo Paſſarah, and 
that after this Daiſſanny Sing, being the ſervant of 
Baboo Taggu Deo Sing, atſimded; it alſo appears, from 
the accounts of Sunher Pundit, that Daiſſunny Sing paid 
the Collectors of the above Pergunnah down to the 24th 
of Mohunum, 1190 Fuſſully, and Baboo Durktidzy Sing 
continued in office no longer than 6 Zehidge of the ſame 
year. The Mutſuddies of Baboo Durktidzey Sing further 
ſay, that if Baboo Taggu Deo Sing will produce Daiſſunny 
Sing, and deliver him to them, they will agree to pay what- 
ever Waſſilaut may be proved againſt him. In this caſe it 
depends upon Baboo Taggu Deo Sing to produce Daiſſunny 
Sing, and deliver him to the Officers of Baboo Durktidzy 
Sing, and it is incumbent on the Officers of Baboo Durk- 
tidzy Sing to pay to Baboo Taggu, Deo Sing whatever 
amount of Waſſilauts is proved to have been collected by 


Daiſſunny Sing. 


Particulars of the Waſſilaut of Baboo 
Durktidzy Sing, of the year 1190 

of Fuſſully, being Rups. - = 1,72,860 7 6 
Deduct, paid by Baboo Durktidzy Sing, 
in the hands of Sunker Pundit, which 

was known by his Mutſuddies - 50, 324 00 


Balance, Rups. 1,22,536 76 


„ 


Extras of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the gth March, 1784. 


READ the following letters from the Reſident at 
Benares : 


. Honourable Sir, and Sirs,. | 

In obedience to your orders, ſignified to me by a letter 
under date the 3d of this month, I have forwarded bills 
of exchange to the amount of four lacks of Ettiah rupees, 
to Colonel Charles Morgan, for the uſe of his detachment, 

The receipts of my treaſury had been anticipated before 
the arrival of this order, I was therefore under the neceſſit 
of availing myſelf of the licence granted me of taking theſe 
bills as a loan; and have given a Written engagement to 
Paſſaub Doſs Saw and Salah Caſhmery Mull (the Mer- 
chants who furniſhed them) to pay the amount, with ſuch 
intereſt as might be due thereon, out of the firſt aſſets in 


T4 my 
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my poſſeſſion, as ſoon as all prior claims ſhould be. 


_ ſatisfhed. | 
I I have the honour to be, &c. 
Benares, (Signed) F. FOWKE, 
23d February, 1784. Rest. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have the honour to encloſe you an account of the re- 
ceipts and diſburſements at this treaſury, from 31ſt January 
to 2oth February, 1784, by which you will perceive that 
the balance remaining in my hands, is Benares Sicca ru- 
pees, 4, 346. 11. 1; and that Baboo Jagger Deo Sing 
has liquidated Rajah Myepnarain's 3d kiſt for Augun. 

Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 


24th Feb. 1784. (Signed) F, FOWKE, Refi. 


The Secretary informs the Board, that the account in- 
cloſed in the foregoing letter has been ſent to the Account- 
ant General. 


{ 
READ the following letter from the Reſident at Be- 
nares. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 8 

J have the honour to encloſe you an account of the re- 
ceipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from 20th Fe- 
bruary to 21ſt March, 1784, by which you will perceive, 
that the balance remaining in my hands is Benares Sicca 
rupees 8,523. 15. 9. and that Babboo Jaggerdio Sing has 
liquidated Rajah Myipnaraim's 4th kiſt for Pooſe, and 5th 
kiit for Maug. 

I alſo have the honour to encloſe a bill drawn by Major 
W. Sands on Mr. Charles Croftes, Sub-Treaſurer, payable 
to your order, for Sicca rupees 50, ooo, dated Benares, 
14th March, 1784. f 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 
Benares, (Signed) F. FOWEE, 
21ſt March, 1784. Reſident. 


The Secretary acquaints the Board, that the accounts 
mentioned in Mr. Fowke's letter have been ſent to the Ac- 
comptant General, and that the bill therein mentioned 
was tranſmitted to the Sub- Treaſurer. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 11th May, 1 784. 
READ the following letter from the Reſident at Benares. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, | 
I have the honour to encloſe you an account of the re- 
deipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from 21ſt March 


ta 
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to 21ſt April, 1784, by which you will perceive, that 
the balance remaining ” — — — _ ru- 
„096. 10. 2; and that Ba rdio Sing has 
Pot Rajah Myipnaraim's 6th kiſt for F — 
I have the honour to be, &c. 
Benares, (Signed) F. FOWEE, 
22d April, 1784. * Refident. 


The Secretary begs leave to acquaint the Board, that the 
account incloſed in the foregoing letter was tranſmitted on 
the 3d inſtant to the Accountant General, 


Extras of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 20th May, 1784. 


THE following minute having been delivered by Mr, 
Wheler, and Mr. Wheler not being yet ſufficiently reco- 
vered from his indiſpoſition to attend the Board in the 
Council Chamber, the Members are met in his houſe, to 
conſider the minute which he has laid before them. 


Mr. Wheler. May 19th, 1784. 

As the letters received by the Board from the Governor 
General, ſince I have been prevented by illneſs from at- 
tending the meetings of it, comprehend ſeveral ſubjects of 
great importance, and, in my opinion, ſuch as require our 
immediate deciſion and reply, I have defired the Secretary 
to attend me with them, to receive my ſentiments on ſuch 
points as appeared to me moſt particularly deſerving of my 
attention, that bufineſs of ſuch conſequence may not be 
delayed till I am ſufficiently recovered to aſſiſt you perſon- 
ally in your deliberations. 

His letter of the 2d April, giving a deſcription of 
the preſent ſtate of the Zemindarry of Benares, con- 
tains matter of a very important as well as diſagreeable 
nature. Thoſe diſtricts are repreſented by the Gover- 
nor General not only to have ſuffered in an extreme 
degree from the drought of the laſt ſeaſon, but_ he adds, 
that this natural calamity has been rendered more grieyous 
and more dreadful in its effe&s, by the miſmanagement and 
oppreſſions of the preſent Naib. The Governor General 
points out alſo, in this letter, many defects in the plan of 
government eſtabliſhed for the regulation of that country, 
and recommends a new ſyſtem of official controul ; adding, 
that, if we think it proper to entruſt him with powers 
& for this purpoſe, he will cheerfully undertake the re- 
$ formation of the country, and will be anſwerable for its 
effects. 8 2 

I regret that the Governor General has not communi- 
cated to us the plan by which he intended to accompliſh 
the reformation of the Zemindary of Benares, * — 

ubje 
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ſubject would have been then completely before us, and our 
reſolutions on it might have been inſtant as he wiſhed ; and 
] now propoſe that the Governor General ſhould be re- 
queſted to lay before us the whole of his intended plan in 
reſpect to Benates, on receiving which we ſhall determine 
finally on his letter ; and if he ſhall conceive that bad con- 
ſequences to the Company, or a failure of Revenue, might 
enſue from this delay in our reſolution, that we give our 
ſanction to the Governor General for the diſmiſſion of the 

reſent Naib, and for the appointment of any perſon who 
18 at preſent an inhabitant of the country of Benares, whoſe 
qualifications are ſuited to the charge, who is known and 
reſpected by the people, and whoſe truſt ſhall be excluſively 
confined to the management of the Zemindary, to ſucceed 
to the office now held by Jagger Deo Sing. 

Read again the Governor General's letter, dated the 2d 
April, and entered in conſultation the 2oth April, in re- 
ſpect to the Zemindarry of Benares. 

Read again Mr. Wheler's propoſition on the foregoing 
ſubject, viz. * That the Governor General be requeſted 
to lay before us the whole of his intended plan, in reſpect 
„ to Benares, on receiving which we ſhall determine finally 
t on his letter; and if he ſhall conceive that bad conſe- 
gquences to the Company, or a failure of Revenue, might 
« enſue from this delay in our reſolution, that we give our 
% ſanction to the Governor General for the diſmiſhon of 
4 the preſent Naib, and for the appointment of any perſon 
„ho is at preſent an inhabitant of the country of Be- 
* nares, whoſe qualifications are ſuited to the charge, wha 
is known and reſpected by the people, and whoſe truſt 
* ſhall be excluſively confined to the management of the 
of Zemindarry, to ſucceed to the office now held by Jugger 
of Deo Sing.” | 


Exiraf of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 8th June, 1784. 


READ the following letter from the Honourable the 
Governor General. | 


Gentlemen, 

In a very long letter, dated the 2d April, I repreſented 
to you the diſtreſſed ſtate of the province of Benares, and 
the mĩſconduct of the Naib, and the neceſſity of applying 
ſome early meaſures to prevent what I apprehended would 
be the conſequence of his continuance, and the want of a 
due ſyſtem of controul, I have not yet been favoured with 
your anſwer, and ſuſpect that my diſappointment in this 
inſtance may have ariſen from your diſapproval of the offer 
which I made of my ſervices for the eſtabliſhment of a 


ſyſtem for the adminiſtration of that province, and perhaps 
all 
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an unwillingneſs to give my propoſal a direct and unpleaſant 


To me perſonally, provided an adequate ſyſtem is eſta- 
bliſhed, it is of little conſequence through whom it is 
effected: But to our employers, and the inhabitants of an 
extenſive territory under our Government, it is of great 
conſequence that ſome better ſyſtem ſhould be eſtabliſhed, 
and in this the credit of our Adminiſtration in general is 

deeply concerned, independent of the motives which we 
muſt poſſeſs in common. For my part I have had the ſen- 

ble mortification of being an eye witneſs of evils which I 
could not redreſs; and I have ſeen the hopes of a ſuffering 
people raiſed by the approach of the ſuperior Member of 
your Adminiſtration, whilſt I felt that inſtead of being able 
to afford them relief, I could only ſend them away with 
diſappointment. 

It is my duty ta repreſent to you again, that ſome changes 
ought to be made, and ſpeedily; that the preſent Naib 
muſt be removed, and a ſyſtem of ſome controul placed 
oyer whomever it may be determined to ſubſtitute in his 
ſtead, or ſome entire new made of ſuperintendance eſta- 
bliſhed ; or that the loſs of the revenue, and diſaffection 
of the people, will be the infallible conſequence of the pre- 
ſent Adminiſtration being ſuffered to remain. | 

If you ſhall think it improper, for whatever reaſon, to 
confide this temporary charge to me, I muſt ſtill recom- 
mend and intreat, that you will take the ſubje& into your 
conſideration, and apply ſuch meaſures as your judgment 
may ſuggeſt for the ſecurity of the dominion and revenue 
of the province, 

I am ſorry that the temper and current of the times com- 
pel me to obviate a concluſion which might be made one 
ground of objection, by declaring that I have not the moſt 
diſtant idea of remoying Mr. Fowke, of diminiſhing his 
influence, or of rendering his ſituation leſs eligible, by any 
plan which I may have in contemplation, If I have fur- 
niſhed an argument againſt my own propoſal, by not de- 
ſcribing the minute detail of it, I muſt beg leave to obſerve 
that much of this muſt be formed on the inſtant of execu- 
tion, and will depend on circumſtances arifing out of it; 
and that until hw ſome encouragement to expect that 
the general plan, ſo far as I have determined it in my own 
breaſt, will be adopted, I do not know that I have a right 
to commit deſerving men, who may be either named or too 
plainly indicated by it, to the effects of private vengeance 
from thoſe whoſe intereſts would be affected by the projected 
change, in caſe it ſhould not take place. 

Lucknow, I have the honour to be, &c. 
23d May, 1784. (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
4+ 26 w 3 p : . 2 . . Agreed 
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Agreed, That the ſubje& of the foregoing letter do lis 
for — until the Board ſhall receive the Governor 


General's reply to the letter addreſſed to him on the aoth 
of laſt month. 


Read letter, as follows, from the Reſident at Benates. | 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
I have the honour to encloſe you an account of the 
receipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from 11th to 
27th May, 1784, by which you will perceive that the ba- 


lance remaining in my hands is Benares Sicca rupees 


28,795. 9. 3, and that Baboo Jagger Deo Sing has liqui- 
dated Rajah Mahipnarain's 8th kiſt for By ſack. 


I alſo have the honour to encloſe three bills of exchange 


drawn in your favour, for Calcutta Sicca ru I1,95,000, 
as per invoice encloſed, dated 26th May, 1784. 
Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 


27th May, 1784. (Signed) F. FOWKE, Refdt. 


The Secretary acquaints the Board, that the account en- 
cloſed in the foregoing letter was ſent to the Accountant 
General on the 4th inſtant, and that the invoice and bills 
of exchange were tranſmitted on the ſame day to the Sub- 
Treaſurer. | 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 30th June, 1784. 


READ letter, as follows, from the Honourable the 
Governor General. a 


Gentlemen, Lucknow, 13th June, 1784. 

In one of the letters which I had the honour to receive 
from you, both dated 20th ultimo, you are pleaſed to write, 
in,reply to mine of the 2d, concerning the Zemindary of 
Benares, that you ſhall be happy to be made acquainted 
« with my intended plan for the reformation of the coun- 
66 a Þ and that “ you ſhall readily adopt any checks 
„ which I may think likely to be effectual for ſecuring the 


 «« happineſs of the people, and the equal collection and 


„regular payment of the revenue, without encroaching 
* upon the rights which have been eſtabliſhed to the Rajah 
*« by the agreement which J made with him in 17817 

I have already obſerved to you, that it was impoffible 
for me to form a plan ſo complete and abſolute, but that it 
would neceſſarily require ſome alteration at the time of its 
execution; and I alſo aſſigned ſuch reaſons as, I doubt 
not, will have ſatisfied you of the propriety of my reſerving 
the communication of the plan which I might have to re- 
commend, till I had the encouragement of ſome aſſurance 


_ from 
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from you chat it would be favourably received. I conceive 
that the laſt-recited paragraph of your letter conveys to me 
ſuch an affurance ; and upon the ſttength of it I now write, 
as I ſhould have written upon the inſtant receipt of it, if I 
could have found leiſure for it, to offer you the plan which 
you require: And I requeſt that you will not aſcribe it to 
1mpatience, that I urge your ſpeedy anſwer to it, for the 
reaſons which I have already ftated, and my own ſpecial 

uſe in the allotment of the time of my return. 

I believe you will find the plan ſtrialy conformable to 
the engagements under which the Zemindary is held by 
the preſent Rajah. If more is meant by the relative fitua- 
tion of your Government to Benares, perhaps you may al- 
lude to the diſtance at which the management of the province 

in detail has been hitherto kept from the knowledge of the 
Board, which, ſatisfied with receiving the amount of its 
ſtipulated rent, has ſeldom thought proper to interfere in 
its internal Adminiſtration. In this conſtruction alſo T 
have endeavoured to conform to your inſtructions, the 
checks which I have propoſed being not ſo much intended 
for the ſecurity of the Company's rent, as the faithful ad- 
miniftration of the charge held by the repreſentative of the 
Rajab, to whom we owe that attention, while we preclude 
him from the direct management, and authorize an inter- 
mediate agency for his behalf. Whenever he ſhall be qua- 
* lified to execute that charge for himſelf, and fulfil his en- 
gagements with the Company, I preſume that the Board 
will leave him in the entire and uncontrouled management, 
but this privilege cannot extend of right to thoſe appointed 
under him by any other authority than his own. 
I beg leave to remind you, Gentlemen, that one of the 
evils which I enumerated as reſulting from the preſent ad- 
miniſtration of the province was, that the rights of the 
Rajah of Benares, and of courſe the faith of our Govern- 
ment, which was pledged for their obſervance, had been 
utterly. diſregarded. You will therefore readily be affured, 
that I ſhall not © encroach,” or propoſe any thing which 
will have ſuch a tendency, on the “rights which have been 1 
„ eſtabliſhed to him by the agreement made with him in 110 
« 1781,” | | | 
I — ſubmit the plan to your conſideration lt is this, 
| ft, That the Rajah be appointed and declared the prin- 
 .cipal in all official acts of the Zemindarry ; that he ſhall 
ct as often as he ſhall chooſe it in the Cutcherry; that on 
ſuch accafions all accounts and reports, and other official 
duſineſs, ſhall receive his inſpection, and his name, ſeal, 
and fignature ſhall be uſed for the authentication of all or- 
ders and inſtruments to which, by the cuſtom of his pre- 
deceſſors they were uſed to be affixed : But he is neither to 


conduct 
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conduct the buſineſs himſelf, nor interfere in it, further than 
may be neceſſary for his inſtruction, nor refuſe or delay his 


authentication of ſuch papers as ſhall be preſented to him. 
2dly. That Baboo Ajaib Sing, the brother of Ranny 
Galaub Cooer, the widow of Rajah Bulwant Sing, be 
appointed the Naib or Deputy of the Rajah, with the in- 
tire management and adminiſtration of the Zemindary ; 
and his approbation in the official forms, Munzoor, ſhall 
be added to all inſtruments to which the Rajah's ſignature 
is affixed, | 
 3dly. That Ally Ibrahim Cawn be appointed Aumeen 
or Inſpector, to aſſiſt the Naib with his advice reſpecting 
the formation of the ſettlement, the new appointment of 
Aumils or officers of the collections, and other important 
meaſures relative to the Zemindary, which the Naib ſhall 
duly report to him for that purpoſe, and ſhall tranſmit to 
the Naib the complaints which ſhall be referred to him by 
the Canongoes- in the manner ſpecified in tlie following 
article,—In all the inſtances premiſed the Aumeen is on!) 
to adviſe, but is not to command. The decifion is to rell 


ſolely with the Naib, who in the caſes of complaints ſhall 
cauſe an enquiry to be made into them by one perſon ap- 


22 by himſelf on the part of the Rajah, and another 
y the Aumeen, the judgment to reſt, as has been before 
provided, with the Naib only. 
Athly. That the Canongoes of every Pergunnah, and 
other diviſion where by old cuniſtom they have been ſta- 
tioned, ſhall have full charge of their offices; that they 
ſhall have acceſs to all Mofuſſil papers, and take and keep 
copies of them; that they ſhall receive and repreſent com- 
plaints from the ryots, and if they ſhall be ill- founded, 
they ſhall endeavour to pacify the ryots, and diſſuade them 
from aſſembling and complaining on frivolous occaſions, 
but if they ſhould appear well-founded, they ſhall refer 
them to the Aumil, and in caſe of the Aumil's negle& or 
inattention, they ſhall tranſmit the ſame to the Aumeen, 
who ſhall refer them for enquiry, as above, to the Naib. 
The Canongoes ſhall ſend abſtract accounts to the Au- 
meen, who ſhall cauſe them to be regiſtered, and keep 
them as accounts of perpetual record. . 
5thly, That Mr. Fowke ſhall receive from the Rajah 
and his Naib the monthly payments of the Company's re- 


venue in Mutchildar rupees, and give receipts for each: 


The Rajah and his Naib ſhall report to him the names of 
ſuch Aumils as they ſhall. have choſen for the management 
of the diſtricts ; the plan formed for the ſettlement of the 


revenue, and all other buſineſs of conſequence relative to 
the Zemindary, but the Aumils ſhall receive their appoint- 


ments and inveſtiture only from the Rajah and the N = 


4 


Papers relating to Charge III. Parts 4 and 5. 287 


If any complaints ſhall be made to Mr, Fowke, he ſhall 
refer them to the Naib, and they ſhall be enquired into 
and decided in the manner mentioned in the third article. 
When parties of Sepoys ſhall be wanted for any occaſion, 
the Rajah and his deputy ſhall make application to Mr. 
Fowke in writing, with the forms above preſcribed in the 
firſt and ſecond articles, and Mr. Fowke, if he approves of 
the ſame, ſhall accordingly apply to the officer command- 
ing either at Chunargur or Buxar, ſpecifying the ſervices 
required ; and in like manner applications ſhall be made 
by the Rajah and his Naib to Mr. Fowke, for the recall 
of ſuch parties: and for theſe purpoſes the commanding 
officer of Chunargur and Buxar ſhall be ordered to con- 
form literally to his requiſitions in the firſt inſtance, and 
in emergent caſes the officers commanding detached parties 
ſhall receive their inſtructions from Mr. Fowke, and Mr. 
Fowke ſhall enter into a book, in the order of their dates, 
all ſuch applications made to him, and all official acts 
done by him, in conſequence, and ſhall tranſmit the ſame 
every three months to the Board. 

6th. That the Rajah and his Naib ſhall eſtabliſh a 
Cutcherry or Office of Treaſury for the amdanny or cur- 
rent receipts of revenue ; and Mr. Fowke and the Aumeen 
ſhall appoint a Muttaſuddee jointly, or one on the part of 
each, who ſhall fit in the ſaid Cutcherry, and keep a ſe- 
parate copy or copies of the accounts of the daily receipts 
and diſburſements. 

7th. That after payment of the ſtipulated kiſts or 
monthly ſums due to the Company, according to the fixed 
agreement with the Rajah, and neceſſary proviſion made 
for the allowances of officers, and current expences of the 
collections, the ſurplus ſhall be appropriated to the private 
expences of the Rajah, and as a fund for the extraordinary 
expences of the Zemindary, ſuch as tucarry, the repairs 
of forts, and pools or dikes, and bridges, and other emer- 
gent occaſions, 

I beg leave to obviate an objection which may occur on 
the firſt view of this plan, namely, that the power given 
to the Aumeen is in ckect none, * he can only inſpect 
and adviſe without deciſion, or even an authority to ſuſ- 
pend the execution of any meaſures which he may diſ- 
approve. And his office may appear to approach too near 
to that aſſigned to the Reſident, ſo as to be at beſt uſeleſs, 


and liable to many of the ill conſequences, which attend a 


diverſity of opinion : in truth I do not propoſe this as a 

13338 arrangement—the time will not admit of it. 

The conſtitution of the ſuperior ſtate is yet undetermined, 

I will be anſwerable for the effect of it as a temporary ex- 

pedient; for ſuch is the opinion entertained of the _— 
| | : all 


* 
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and integrity of Ally Ibrabim Cawn, that the Naib will 
reſpect his opinions, and will at leaft fear to commit any 
groſs negle@ or miſdemeanour, with ſuch an eye conſtantly 
regarding him. The preſeat Naib has no check, and 
dares to preſume upon it, even with expreſſions of defiance, 
The authority given to tbe Refident will add to the in- 
fluence of the Aumeen, while they are on terms of mutual 
confidence. It is dangerous to commend Mr. Fowke, for 
his friends (I am ſure not with his conſent) haye moſt un- 

nerouſly taken the advantage of former teſtimonies which 
2— given in his fayour, to reproach me with them, 
This ſhall not induce me to with-hold the acknowledg- 
ment of his real merits in an occaſion connected with 
them.— I believe him to poſſeſs much gentleneſs of man+ 
ners, and a well cultivated underſtanding, and therefore 
well ſuited to bear his part in a charge aſſigned him, with 
ſuch an aſſiſtant as Ally Ibrahim Cawn. | 

I hope that neither the preſent nor future adminiſtration 
will think of committing the inferior detail to the controul 
of the Britiſh _—_ We have already too many Engliſh 
collectors in our Dewany diftrifts, To eſtabliſh them in 
this, would be to ſubvert the rights of the family, to injure 
the reyenues, and looſen the attachment of the ryots, which 
it will be ever good policy to conciliate. 

with reſpect to the character of Ajaib Sing, the intend- 
ed Naib, he is generally reſpected, and reputed to be well 
qualified for the office. He is the choice of the Rajah an 
the old Ranny ; and in a charge of ſuch a kind I prefume, 
that you will allow them-a right of choice, if the object of 
it is in other reſpects unexceptionable; for if the Rajah 
himſelf 77 capable of the management, we could not, 
with any 

I have the honour be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obedient, and 
moſt humble ſervant, 


(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Extrat of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated the 5th Juby, 
1784. 


Par, 22, ON the precedings of this day Iaoth April] is 
recorded a letter from the Governor General, under date 
the 2d of April, in which he repreſented to us in ſtrong 
colours the diſtreſſed ſituation of the province of Benares, 
owing to the miſconduct and oppreſſion of the Naib Ba- 
boo Jaggur Deo Sing, whoſe inſtant removal be recom- 


mended ; and the Governor General offered his ſervices to 


effect a reformation of the diſtrict, As one of our * 


E r 


ew of juſtice, transfer it to any other from him. 


Len, ei. _—_— _—y 
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bers was diſabled at this time by ſickneſs from affiſting at 
our councils, we deferred the conſideration of this letter, 
till there ſhould be a full meeting of the Board. 

3. Mr. Wheler continuing ftill ſo much indiſpoſed as 
to be unable to attend our councils, we agreed to meet 
this day [20th May] at his houſe, for the purpoſe of 
taking into conſideration the ſeveral letters which he had 
lately received from the Governor General, and on which 
no reſolutions had as yet been formed. Having accord- 
„ * conſideration the Governor General's letter 

2 


of ril, relative to the Zemindary of Benares, it 
was propoſed by Mr. W heler, that the Governor General 
ſhould; be, defired to communicate to the Board his plan 
for the reformation of that diſtri, and authorized, if he 
deemed it abſolutely neceſſary, to diſmiſs the preſent: Naib, 
and appoint any other inhabitant of the province to his 
tation. On this propoſition it was reſolved, by the ma- 
jority of the Board, to requeſt the Governor General to 
communicate to us his plans, and to inform him, that 
we wiſhed to avoid frequent changes in the adminiſtration 
of the revenues, but would adopt any checks which he 
might think effectual, without encroaching on the Rajah's 
rights. | | 

78. On this day [30th June] we took into conſidera- 
tion a letter which had been addreſſed to us by the Gover- 
nor, under date the 13th, in which he ſubmitted to us 
his plan of reform in the management of the Zemindary 
of Benares, We have the honour to refer you, for the 
peruſal of it, to the englaſed copy of it, and for our ſeve- 
ral opinions on it, to the encloſed extract of our proceed- 
ings on the ſubject, You will obſerve. by the latter, that 
we reſolved to authorize the Governor General to carry 
the plan into execution, the Governor being reſponſible, 
as he had declared himſelf willing, for its effect as a tem- 
porary expedient ; and an exception being made to the firſt 
part of that article of it which propoſed that the Rajah 
ſhould not refuſe or delay his authentication of ſuch papers 
as ſhould be preſented to him ; for we conceived that the 
influence of ſuch a regulation might be underſtood, but 
that the regulation itſelf ſhould not be particularly, declat- 
ed or enforced by Government. 1 85 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 175th July 1784. 


READ another letter, as follows, from the Honourable 
the 1 — General. 1 | | 

Gentlemen, Lucknow, 27th June, 1784. 

I have received . 2 letter from Mr. 'Fowks, which fo 

ſtrougly points out the _— of taking ſome immediate 

. Vs | - mezlure; 


290 Papers relating to Charge III. Parts 4 and $ 


-meaſures regarding the diſtrit of Benares, that I think it 
incumbent on me to ſubmit an extract of it to your peru- 
ſal, The. circumſtances mentioned by. Mr. Fowks are 
ſtrongly confirmed by all the accounts that I have lately 
received from that quarter. They are ſuch as I have con- 
ſtantly apprehended ;. and they were particularly predicted 
in my letter of the 23d ultimo. | 

In my letter to Nr. Fowke, I have approved of the 
meaſures he has taken, and recommended to him to con- 
tinue his endeavours for promoting the cultivation of the 
country. A ſhort time will, I hope, bring me your de- 
termination, and put an end to the preſent uncertainty, 
either by carrying into execution the plan 1 have had the 
honour to ſubmit to you, or by confirming the preſent 
Naib in his appointment. | | 


| Lucknow, Tame 4 7 
27th June, 1784. (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
Dear Sir, " 


I I am favoured with your letter of the 22d. I hope you 
will be aſſured that my filence of the ſubje& of my future 
intentions regarding the diſtrift of Benares, has not pro- 
ceeded in the ſmalleſt degree from a want of confidence in 
ou—l will write to you when I can do it with certainty. 
In the mean time I have only to deſire that you will con- 
tinue to uſe your endeavours to encourage the Aumils to 
attend to the cultivation of their reſpective diſtricts. 
Lucknow, 27 June, B4. 1... 1.898, SE- | 
(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Extra of Bengal General Conſultations, the 13th Fuly, 1 784. 
READ the following letter from the Reſident at Benares: 


105 Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 

I have the honour to incloſe you an account of the 
receipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury,” from 27th 
May to 25th June 1784; by which you will perceive, that 
the balance remaining in my hands is Benares Sicca -u- 
pecs 1,h4,073. 8. 11, and that Baboo Jugger Deo Sing 


has liquidated Rajah Myipnarain's gth kiſt for Jayet. 
Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. 
25th June, 1784. | (Signed) F, FOWKE, 
2% 1 | Reſident. 


| The Secretary acquaints the Board, that the account ac- 
companying the foregoing letter was tranſmitted to the 
Accountant General on the 4th inſtant. | 


. Tas 


alc os Au © 


Papers relating to Charge III. Parts 4 and s, 291 
£#traft of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 27th Fuly, 1 184. 
READ the following letter from the Refident at Be- 
nares. ; 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs | 
L have the honour to encloſe you an account of the re- 


ceipts and diſburſements from this Treaſury, from 25 June 
to 10 July 1384; by which you will perceive, that the 


balance remaining in my hands is B. Sa. Ra. 59, 996. 1. 4, 
jah 


and that Babber Jagger Deo Sing has liquidated Ra 
Meyhipnarain's 10 kiſt for Aſſar. | | 

. I alſo have the honour to encloſe fix bills of exchange 
drawn in your favour for Ca. Sa. rupees. 300,000 as per 
invoice incloſed, dated this day. | 

; ax org f I * — gow 3 be, 12 

ioth July, 1784. (Signed) F. FOW 


Tue Secretary acquaints the Board, that the bills ac- 


companying the foregoing letter was ſent to the Sub. trea- 
ſuxer, with the invoice of them, on the 2oth inſtant, and 
that.the account was ſent to the Accomptant General. 


Extras F Secret Letter from Hangs? dated the 20th Auguſt, 
6g | 1784. | 


Par. 12. THE only remaining letter from the Governor 
General on our proceedings of this day, [13th July] is 
dated the 27th June, and conveyed to us an extract of a 
letter, which he had received from your Reſident at Be- 
nares; which ſtrongly pointed out the neceſſity of taking 
ſome immediate meaſures in regard to that country. 


Extra of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 2d October, 1784. 


. THE following letter from the Refident at Benares 
having been received on the 10th of September, the ac- 


counts encloſed in it were immediately tranſmitted to the 


Accountant General. 


- Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I have the honour to eticloſe you an account of the re- 
ceipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from 1oth July 
to the 16th Auguſt, 1784, by which you will perceive that 
the balance remaining in my hands is Benares Sicca ru- 

61,03). 12. 6, and that Baboo Jagger Deo Sing has 
Fiquidated Na ah Myepnarain's 10th kiſt for Sawon. 

Benares, | I have the honour to be, &c. 
19th Auguſt, 1784. (Signed) F. FOWKE, Reſident. 
5 | | Uz < Extract 
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Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, 23d November, 1784. 
READ the following letter, and encloſures, from the 


Governor General. 


Gentlemen, | | 
Some weeks before my departure from Lucknow, 1 
iſſued orders to Mr. Fowke, Ally Abrahim Cawn, and 
Rajah Myipnarain, and Baboo Agaib Sing, to carry into ex- 
ecution the plan which I had formed with your approbation 
for the adminiſtration of the government and revenues of this 
rovince, on my arrival therefore at this place on the 12th 
eptember, I found that the new arrangements had already 
taken effect, that a confiderable progreſs had been made in 
forming the Mofuſſil ſettlement, and conſequently that there 
remained little for me to do, except to receive the Rajah's 
| kiſtbundee, to confirm, by the ſanction of my authority, 
the meaſures already adopted, and to give ſolidity to the 
ſyſtem of adminiſtration newly eſtabliſhed, by habituatin 
the members of it under my own inſpection to the exerci 
of the duties of their reſpective ſtations, But as the poli- 
tical negociations impending at Agrah, and the recent ar- 
rangements in the province of Oude, ſeemed to require my 
reſence in this part of the country for ſome time longer, 
was defirous of employing the intermediate period in ex- 
amining more minutely the eſtate of this province, and 
enquiring into the cauſes which, independant of the op- 
preſſion of its late ruler, had tended to promote either its 
roſperity or declenfion ; and in proportion as I ſhould 
— circumſtances having one or other of theſe tenden - 
cies, it was my intention to have taken meaſures for im- 
proving or obviating them. 2 . 
In the midſt of theſe purſuits the melancholy intelligence 
which I yeſterday received from Calcutta impoſes upon me 
a neceſſity ſuperior to every other conſideration, of imme- 
diately returning to my place at the Board, and I am oblig- 
ed to bring my proceedings here to an abrupt conelufion. 
I have the honout to lay before you a tranſlation of the 
kiſtbundee, which was this day executed by Rajah Meyhip 
narrain, for the amount of his annual tribute to the Com- 
pany for the preſent Fuſſulle year 1192. It correſponds 
with thoſe of former years in reſpect to the ſum total, but 
differs in the proportions or kiſts ſtipulated for each month. 
In the kiſtbundee which was ſettled with me by the Rajab, 
in 1781, a very heavy payment was reſerved for the latter 
months. This was an indulgence which the Rajah preſ- 
_ ingly ſolicited for that year; and it was neceſſary at that 
particular time, when the country was juſt emerged — 
ge 2 
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a ſtate of univerſal rebellion, and when the credit and au- 
thority of the new government were ſtill imperfeRly eſta- 
bliſhed, although the ſeaſon for collecting the revenue was 
far advanced; but it was not underſtood, either by the 
Rajah or myſelf, that it ſhould be extended, as it has been 
to ſubſequent years. Every one converſant in the collec- 
tion of the revenues knows, that the monthly kiſts of the 
reiats or cultivations, muſt be regulated by the reſources 
or the produce of the harveſts, and the aggregate of their 
kiſts muſt be the rule for proportionating the demand in 
the different ſtages of collection, from the reiats up to the 
Government. If the Jemand anticipates in any great de- 
gree the reſources, the renter muſt either fail in his pay- 
ments, or have recourſe to methods of raiſing money that 
will terminate in the ruin of himſelf and the country. In 
the ſame manner, if the demand follows at too great a diſ- 
tance, the reſources will probably be diffipated, or the 
difficulty of collecting them encreaſed. On theſe princi- 

I was induced to propoſe an alteration to the Rajab, 
which I have the pleaſure to inform you he readily agreed 
to, and the preſent kiſtbundee is accordingly drawn out on 
an inſpection of his own ſettlement with the Moffuſal 
Aumils and Farmers. 

The Rajah has preſented to me a paper of tequeſts, a 
tranſlation of which, and of my anſwers, is incloſed with 
this addreſs ; you will obſerve that theſe anſwers are drawn 
out in terms which, without conveying any new rights to 
the Rajah, will confirm to him the more ſecure enjoy- 
ment of thoſe he already poſſeſſed. 

The Rannee has requeſted that her grandſon, the Rajah 
may be ſecured in the poſſeſſion of the diſtricts of Khura 
and Mangrora, alledging that they have long been ſepa- 
rated from the Jumna of Government, and reſerved as a 
Jagheer for the maintenance of her family, of which he is 
the repreſentative. The claim, I believe, is juſt, and I 
have accordingly granted a ſunnud confirming the Rajah 
in the poſſeſſion. of theſe diſtrifts : but, as I am defirous 
that this tranſaction ſhould be ratified on more authentic 
and official information than my time would admit of — 
curing at preſent, I have thought it neceſſary to inſert a 
provifional clauſe, ſpecifying that it is to be continued in 
force only on condition that the Ranny's right ſnall be fully 
aſcertained and proved, and I have directed Mr. Fowke to 
enter into an inveſtigation of the tenure, and to report 
thereon to you. In the ſame manner the Rajah has on 
his = executed a paper, which is depoſited with Mr. 
Fowke, declaring that the ſunnud is to be valid only on 
the condition above mentioned. This ſunnud is in fact of 


'po great „ province is * 


3 
"x 
* 
1 
> 
. 
0 
Ly 


204 Papers relating to Charge III. Pari: 4 and 5. 
the management of the Rajah, theſe diſtricts, as well as 
the reſt of the country, muſt be in his poſſeſſion, and as 
he has himſelf expreſsly acknowledged, they will be equally 
anſwerable for the payment of his ſtipulated revenue. 

The great advantage which the province of Benares poſ- 
ſeſſes over almoſt every other part of India, ariſes from the 
ſuppoſed ſanctity of its capital, which renders it the reſort 
of the pious, the aged, and the wealthy Hindoos from the 
moſt diſtant quarters, and occaſions a conſtant influx of 
money. Theſe pilgrimages cannot be too much encouraged : 
When I was here in 1781, I aboliſhed the duties formerly 
authorized upon them, which being in a great meaſure ar- 
bitrary, had afforded a pretext for extortion, without yield - 
ing much immediate — to the Government; and I 
eſtabliſhed ſome other regulations, to ſecure the pilgrims 


more effe Sually againſt every means of oppreſſion. As theſe 


regulations have. been carefully attended to under the in- 


ſpection of Ally Ibrahim Cawn, their effects have fully 


anſwered my muſt ſanguine wiſhes, and 1 have had the 
leaſure to find my pains fully requitted in the grateful ac- 
— of all ranks of people. a 
The centrical ſituation of this province betwixt the dif- 
ferent trading countries of India, is alſo another circum- 
ſtance, which if properly attended to will greatly conduce 
to its proſperity. The town of Mirzapore was once con- 
end the common mart to which the merchants of the 
Decan and of the weſtern provinces reſorted for the ſale of 
their own commodities, and the purchaſe of the manufac. 
tures of Bengal, and the productions of the northern coun- 
tries of Nepaul and Thibet. Their exports were uſually 
filks, ſpices, broad cloth, aud other articles, comprizi 
a great value in a ſmall ſpace. And as the ſame cattle an 
carriage which brought their imports, were alſo uſed in 
conveying their exports, the difference betwixt the value 
of the one and the other formed a balance of trade in fa- 
vour of this country, which the merchants were neceſſari 
obliged to ſupply, by bringing along with them gold anc 
filver Nor were the benefits of this trade confined merely 
to the place where it was carried on: Bengal, which fur- 
niſhed the greateſt part of the articles exported, enjoyed itz 
full ſhare of the returns of wealth, and its manufacturers 
found in it ample employment for their induſtry. The late 
Bulwant Sing fully underſtood the impoxtafice of this trade, 
and it flouriſhed. under his protection. His ſucceſſor, more 
attentive to the gratification of his dependants than the in- 


| tereſts of his country, connived at oppreſhons which de- 


terred the merchants from following their uſual purſuits ; 
and when I arrived here in 1781, I found that the trade of 


Merzapore was greatly decayed. The rates of Woe 4 
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which I myſelf had given a ſanction in 1773, were origi- 
nally too high, but they had been raiſed till bigher by ar- 
bitrary conſtructions; and the merchants had been expoſed 
to inſufferable vexations, from the multiplication of Cho- 
keys or Cuſtom houſes, ſeparately collecting duties in every 
part of the province. To — theſe defects, I formed 
ſome regulations in 1981, and if they had been ſtrictly in- 
forced, I thould ſcarcely haye had occaſion to reſume the 
ſubject now. But the fact is, that they have been ſo little 
attended to by the executive officers of Government, that 
they have almoſt become obſolete. I have therefore com- 
iled them together, and have ifſued them a- new, with 
me additional proviſions, either occaſioned by circum- 
ſtances of a later date, or formed to prevent the infringe- 
ment of thoſe which were before eſtabliſhed. A copy of 
theſe regulations, as they new ſtand, is ſubmitted to your 
_ peruſal. They are ſhort and fimple, and I flatter myſelf 
that they will meet your appiobation. The only alteration 
of conſequence which I have made is in the rate of duty to 
be exacted on filk piece goods manufactured in Bengal. 
From the information of the moſt intelligent merchants, it 
appeared to me, that the exportation of their goods had 
conſiderably decreaſed of late, the former rate of 5 per cent. 
duty, having ſo much enhanced the coſt of them, that the 
merchants who found themſelves underſold by the manu» 
facturers of Bourhanpore, and other places in the Deckan, 
were diſcouraged from dealing in them, Some time ago- 
the Board, at the recommendation of the late Reſident, 
reduced the rate of duties on raw filk at Benares from 5 to 
21 per cent. I do not know how it happened, that we 
omitted to make a fimilar reduction at the ſame time in the 
duties on filk piece goods, fince, independent of other con- 
ſiderations, it is an incontrovertable principle of policy in 
every populous and commercial ſtate, to encourage the ex- 
portation of its manufactures, even ina greater degree than 
of its raw or unwrought commodities. I have corrected, 
this omiſſion in the preſent regulations, and I think I may 
venture to affirm, that it will be attended with no loſs of 
revenue to the Rajah, as the encreaſe of commerce, and 
conſequently of cuſtoms, which it will occafion, muſt amp- 
ly compenſate for the reduction of the rate. | 
By ſome miſtake, gither in tranſlating or tranſcribing the 
table of rates which accompanied my orders to the Reſi · 
dent, of the 22d November, 1781, the valuation of the 
Chower, or Cow Tails, was ſet down at 12 rupees per 
ſer, 2 the real price of this article have ſeldom 
ever exceeded 3 or 4 rupees. It was repreſented to me, in 
conſequence of this miſtake, the duties had been charged at 
ſo high a rate, that the merchants of Nepaul had been de- 
ä 94 | terred 
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terred from bringing chis article, for ſome years paſt; to 
Benares; and as it is one of the principal commodities 
which their country affords, the commerce with them had 
been greatly affected. In the preſent regulations I have 
corrected this miſtake, and have valued the White Chowers 
at 4 rupees, and the Black at 3 rupees per ſeer. 

To obviate offectually the apprehenſions of the mer- 
chants of Merzapoor, who from their ſufferings have 
contracted a diffidence very unfavourable to the growth of 
commerce, I have, in compliance with a petition which 
they preſented to me, directed the Reſident to depute 
one of his aſſiſtants to reſide at that place, for the purpoſe 
of receiving their complaints, which he is to tranſmit to 
the Reſident, or the officers of Government, with a re- 
_ preſentation of the circumſtances, as far they may come to 

Ps knowledge, but he is not to exerciſe of himſelf — act 
of coercive authority. And as the merchants have offered, 
in their petition to ſupport the expence of this appointment 
by a voluntary payment of four annas per hundred rupees 
on the value of the goods exported or imported by them at 
Mirzapoor, I have for the preſent authorized the receiving 
of this fee, but I have given particular directions to the Re- 
ſident, in caſe it ſhould ever occaſion any complaints, to 
tranſmit immediate intimations to you, and ſuſpend the 
further collections of it until your pleaſure ſhall be known, 

Juggerdeo Sing, the late manager, has delivered to me 
an account Jumma Waſſel Baky, from the beginning of 

the Fuſſellee year 1191, until the time when he was re- 
moved from office. This account ſtates his collections 
from the Zemindars, Aumils, and Farmers of the land re- 

venue, at rupees of ſorts 30, 82, 164. 8. z. or Benares ru- 
pees 30, 44. 3902. 12. 3, and from the Cuſtoms, of Benares 
rupees 2,81,996: 119; and an account which I have re- 
ceived from Mr. Fowke ſtates the ſubſequent collections of 
Bahoo Ajaib Sing, the new Naib, from the land revenue, 
at rupees of forts 3,24,996. 15. 9, and the Huzzoor col- 
lections at rupees- 85. 729. 10. 0-—The whole of theſe 
collections falling fo far ſhort of the revenue of the pro- 
vince, it-was my intention to have cauſed a minute in- 
veſtigation of Juggerdeo Sing's accounts to have been made 
under my own immediate inſpection, but the neceffity. 
which has occurred for my ſudden departure, has obliged 
me to content myſelf. with directing Mr. Fowke to refer 
them to the proper officers for examination. 1 have ſtrong- 
ly enjoined Baboo Ajaib Sing to pay attention to the ba- 
lances that are ſtill due from the Farmers, Aumils, &c. on 
account of laſt year, and to take ſuch meaſures as may be 
moſt effeCtual for recovering them. 70 OR on 
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Tue drought which bas prevailed in fo extraordinary a N 

for ſome years paſt in the weſtern parts of Indo, 
has alſo been felt with great ſeverity in this province; but 
though the fatal effects of it may be of ſome duration, it is 
with pleaſure I can inform you, that the cauſe itſelf is at an 
end. The preſent ſeaſon has been extremely favourable, 
the lands have been cultivated with uncommon care and in- 
duſtry, and the whole face of the country promiſes a plen- 
tiful harveſt, | 


I have the honour to be, 


Gentlemen, 
Your's, &c. 


(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS» 


Kiſtbundy of the rent due from Rajah Mahipnarrain, to 
the Honourable Company, for the Fuſſully year 1192. 


1 Koonwar - - = 2,20,000 
2 Cawtick = 4 * 2, 20,0 
3 Aughun — - - - 340,000 
4 Pools » — - -s 3.40, ooo 
8 Mag... £ — - 4, 12,000 
Phagoon - - - = 4.12, oo0 
7 Cheite - - - - 4. 12, 00 
8 Byſack — — - 412,000 
9 Jait — — — — 43,12, 0 
10 Aſſar - » 11 0 og 2:,60,000 
11 Sawun 9 - - 2,60,000 
I2 Bhadoon a 0 _ * W 3,00, 001 
40, O00, 001 


i * — of Rajah Mehip Governor General's anſwers. 
arrain, 21 Oct. 1784. 
iſt. That he ſhall receive Whatever was formerly 
credit for the mehals of the ordered on this ſubject ſtill 
Mint, Fouſdarry, and other continues in force. 
articles, which, according to 
the paper of requeſt former- : 
ly ſigned, were admitted to 
be brought to credit in his 
ſettlement. 
2 2d. That he ſhall receive Whatever not having been 
credit in his Malguzarry for allowed before ſhall be al- 
whatever allowances ſhall be lowed in future, all be cre- 
en in future to Zemin- dit ed 5 
ars and others. 


% 
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3d. That he is hopeful, 
that the Governor General 
will confirm, under his fig- 
nature, what he has been 


pleaſed to declare, that what- 


ever ſurplus there may be of 
the revenues after diſcharg- 
ing the Company's dues of 


40 lacks, ſhall belong to 


him. 

. 4th. That wherever he 
ſhall believe there may be a 
capacity of yielding a larger 
revenue, he may, with the 
knowledge of the Nabob 
(Ibrahim Alli Cawn) and 
the approbation of the Naib, 
make ſuch a ſettlement as 
may be eaſy and moderate 
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right of the Zemindar. | 


Of ſuch mehals as have 
not already been completely 
and firmly ſettled under 
mutual obligations, the Ra- 
jah may make the ſettlement, . 
with the approbation of the 
Naib and the advice of the 
Nabob (Ibrahim Alli Cawn) 

and Mr. Fowke. "RN 


— — 


to the kiſts. 


Regulations for the management and collections of the 
cuſtoms on the import and export trade of the province 
of Benares. ö . 


iſt, That whereas, in the orders which were iſfued by 
the Governor General to Rajah Mchipnarain, under date 
2 22d of November, 1781, it was enjoined, that there 
ould be Chokies for the collection of the cuſtoms at only 
three places, namely, Ghauzepore, Benares, and Mirza- 
re; and whereas it appears that, notwithſtanding this 
injunction, a number of petty Chokies have been eſtabliſh- 
cd for the collection of cuſtoms in different parts of the 
country; it is hereby poſitively ordered, that no cuſtoms, - 
duties, or exactions of any kind, ſhall be collected on 
goods paſting at any place, except the three Chokies above- 

mentioned of Ghauzepore, Benares, and Mirzapore. 
2d. That whereas it was expreſsly and poſitively ordered, 
in the ſaid Perwannah of 22d November, 1781, that the 
cuſtoms ſhould not be let to farm, but collected by Aumils 
or Agents; this order js hereby repeated, and muſt. be 
ſtrictly obeyed, and that the Rajah and his Na ib ſhall ac- 
cordingly appoint Aumils at the three above-mentioned 
ſtations of — Benares, and Mirzapore, who 
thall collect the cuſtoms on behalf of the Rajah. - | 
a Fi That the Rajah and his Naib ſhall autboize and di- 
rect the Aumils of the Cuſtom-houſes of Gauzepore, Be- 
nares, and Mirzapore, agreeably to the regylations of 224 
November, 1781, ſeyerally to grant rowannahs to traders 
o 


ot 
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or other 2s paſſing goods, on-teceiving from them the 
ſtipulated duties, and theſe rowannahs ſhall be iſſued under 
the ſeals of their reſpective Cuſtom-houſes. Te 
4th. That the Aumils of the three above-mentioned 
, Cuſtom-houſes of Ghauzepore, Benares, and Mirzapore, | 
may ſtation Chokies in the neighbouring diftris, for the q! 
urpoſe of preventing goods from paſſing which, have not 10 
bien regularly entered at one of the three Cuſtom-houſes, | 
and they ſhall accordingly be authorized to detain them | 
until the owner ſhall procure regular rowannahs; that, 
agreeable to the regulations of the 22d November, 1781, 
the rowannahs granted at either of the ſaid three Cuſtom. 
houſes ſhall ſerve to paſs goods from one extremity of the 
province to the other, by land or by water, and that the 
officers of the other Cuſtomhouſes, at the out ſtations, 
muſt endorſe the rowannahs, aud diſpatch the goods, with- 
out demanding any other duty or fee whatſoever. „ 
sth. That the Aumils at the three principal Cuſtom. 
houſes, and the officers at the out- ſtations, ſhall be parti- 
cularly careful to create no unneceſlary delay in returning 
or paſſing the goods. | 
6th. That the rate of cuſtoms to be exacted on all goods 
ſhall be 5 per cent. on their fixed valuation, agreeable to 
the regulations formerly eſtabliſhed by the Governor Gene- 
ral on the 22d November, 1781, except the following ar- 
ticles, viz. ſaffron, cinnamon, mace, cloves, nutmegs, 
cochineal, raw fitk, broad cloth, Europe iron, ſteel] and 
copper, the duties on which were reduced to 21 per cent. 
by the orders of the Honourable the Governor General 
and Council of the 3th of April, 1782; and except alſo 
the filk piece goods manufactured in Bengal, and im- 
ported from thence, the rate of which is hereby reduced to 
21 per cent. ä TERS 
7th. That the valuation eſtabliſhed on the liſt and table 
annexed to the Governor General's orders of the 22d No- | 
vember, 1781, ſhall be continued for all articles therein | 
mentioned, except only chowers or cow tails, the valua- | 
tion on which is hereby fixed as follows: White chowers, 
of every ſort and quality, at 4 rupees per ſeer, and black of | 
every ſort and quality at 3 rupees, inſtead of 12 rupees, at ö | 
which both ſorts of this article erroneouſly ſtand rated in 
the liſt above- mentioned. | 
8th. That the value of all articles, not ſpecified in the | 
faid liſt or table, ſhall be determined by their quality, and -| 
the market price of the place at which they are entered, 11 
ac . to the former regulations of the 22d Novem- | 
» 1701. | | 
* That goods ſhall pay _—_—y — they fl 
remain in the province lo one year after the | 
F Y Pom 
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date of the rowannah, it will be neceſſary that a new ro- 
wannah be- taken out: And accordingly, -on the old ro- 
wannah being reſtored, and oath being made by the owner, 
or proof obtained, or ſworn, and good evidence to the 
identity of the goods, a new one ſhall be granted, without 
any further demand of duties. 
10th. That whereas it appears that other duties and 
exactions have been collected at Mirzapore, beſides the 
eſtabliſhed rate of 5 per cent. on cotton imported from 
Nagpore, and other parts of the Decan, this practice is 
ſtrictly prohibited for the future, ; 
11th. That no duties or exactions of any kind be de- 
manded or collected in future on empty boats. | 
12th, That the Reſident and the Aumeen ſhall appoint 
2 Mutteſuddee each on his ſeparate behalf, or one jointly 
for both, at each of the three Cuſtom-houſes above- men- 
tioned, who ſhall keep a maccabella, or check account of 
all the receipts of cuſtoms, and a new regiſter of all rowan. 
nahs iſſued, or indorſements made on the rowannahs of the 
other Cuſtom-houſes, and ſhall tranſmit copies of the ſame 
to the Reſident and Aumeen monthly, or as often as they 
- may be — — | | 
13th, That theſe regulations, and the corrected table of 
valuation, be publiſhed and affixed at the cutcherries of the 
three Cuſtom-houſes of Ghauzipore, Benares, and Mirza- 
pore, and a penalty denounced for every breach of them, 
namely, forfeiture to the injured perſons of double the ex- 
ceſs collected; and the Rajah and his Naib ſhould be care- 
ful to remove from their offices all perſons who may be 
guilty of flagrant offences, or, by their careleſſneſs and in- 
attention, create unneceſſary trouble to the merchants. 
By order of the Honourable Governor General, 
Benares, (Signed) D. ANDERSON, 
21ſt October, 1784. 


Liſt of articles, with their fixed values, on which cuſtoms 
are to be levied at one of the ſtations of Ghauzipore, Be- 
nares, and Mirzapore, at the rate of 5 per cent. on their 


fixed valuation. 
| Keranch drugs, ſpices, &c. ' Ba Sa RS 
Soouparee poorbee beetle nut of the Eaſt. 
iſt ſort — — per maund 12 © 
2d ditto — — ditto 11 0 
Ditto Duckenne ditto of the South ditto 42 


Gole Murrick, or | | 
Fibfillee Khurd, Black peper, 2 ſorts. 
iſt Poorbee — — ditto, 22 0 
ad Duckencde— ditto 40 0 
Rs Peepwl, 
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Peep ul, or 
Fibfilis Deraz,. - Long ditto, | ditto 10 0 
Reini * long pepper rc roots 
| ert — ditto 18 6 
- ditto — — dito ta © 
3d ditto — — ditto 8 o 
Muk hanna, a kind of water nut ditto 9 0 
n an earth 3 in waſhing cloaths 
— — ditio 7 © 
ED = kennie — ditto. 12 © 
ce, . 
Jurdee Chob, Turmerick. 
iſt ſort — — ditto 3 0 
ad ditto — — ditto 2 12 
Narjal cocoa nuts — per cent. 6 © 
Soonth | 


Teryabeel. Ginger: 


1ſt beterah . — per maund 7 
2d dhoonſeree — ditto 2 
Chobee buckan redwood 
Iſt ſort — — ditto 8 
R 2d ditto — — ditto 6 
* . 
iſt poo — dittio 23 
ad — — ditto 40 
Ne cinnabar — — per ſeer 4 
Sheemaub quickſilver — — ditto. 3 
—— apiment — per ma und 34 
hitcauree allum — — ditto 8 
Shindoor vermilion 
2 2d ditto — — ditto 16 
ungaur 2 — ditto 120 
Knibs amber - — ditto 35 
eejivar — — — ditto 50 
Nulbunee indigo — — ditto 35 
Gunduck = of | | 
* 1 —— ditto 20 
— ditto 10 
Hachee _— feds We 
| iſt;poorbee - — ditto 13 
ad guzerat — — ditto 200 
Tn cumin ſeeds. | 
iſt white — — ditto 3 12 
Ad black — ditto 40 o 
Guſhniez, or Dhaneah coriander ſeeds ditto ' 2 12, 
Sounp, . Aneſs ſeeds , — ditto 2 8 


Bhadean, 
Terpaul caſſes leade — — - ditto 6 © 
EN | | Kut, 
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A tolab is the weight of one rupee, 


King, 
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Kut. C | | 
| ift white — per end 8 © 
2d red — — dio 6 
3d black — ditto 4 © 
Lauk W 22 ſhell lack 
| — — ditto 16 © 
2d — — ditto 14 © 
3d — — ditto 12 © 
Walks — —. ditto 10 ©. 
Aﬀayonn, opium. | AT 3 
iſt — — per ſeer 5 o 
2d — — ditto 4 © 
Moofubber, Aloes — per maund 40 o 
Dhoona, 'D * „„ 
Raub, ammar — — itto 2 8 
Lemaun Benjamin — — ditto 16 a 
Load wood uſed in dying — ditto 5 8 
Lucky — pet ſeer 4 o 
Sandel ſoorh, TJogwosd — per maund 5 o 
Mugheet, wood uſed in ing _ ditto. 5 8 
— borax — — ditto 11 O 
iſt — — ditto 40 o 
2d — — ditto 30 © 
3d — — ditto 20 0 
z Ath — — ditto 10 o 
Jetamacey ' — — per ſeer 2 O 
Alcurcunea — ditto 5 o 
Muſhk Noſeh, muſk — per tolah® 5 8 
— 4 a os 
hourah gours duſhty, cow 12 © 
Zafrann, ſaffron, 88 a ö 
iſt ſort — — ditto 32 © 
2d Tayleah, i. e. mixed with oil ditto 12 © 
e cinnamon. | 
ſort — 2 _ ditts 16 © 
2d ditto — — ditto 5 o 
Kaſorr, camphire — — ditto + 0 
Jowttey, mace — ditto 16 © 
ungſlochun, or tebaſer, camphire * the Bamboo. 
it ſort — — ditto 12 0 
8 2d — — ditto 8 o 
Saboon, ſoap _ Prone -£E” © 
Suffedah, white * — ditto 30 0 
Kurien- ful, clo ves — — ditto 480 o 
Zyfull, nutmegs — — ditto 260 © 
Moom, bees wax — — ditto 32 © 
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„ aſſaſcetida IM | 

Ke = ER per ſeer 25 
Mazou phul © — —— . 
Meytech — — per maund 2 
Orenlah — — — O 
Zungichur — — — | 
Barrahur — _ — : 
Behina — — — o 
—— — — — , 16 

altumgrie | o == — per ſeer 1 
Augur agata wood — — nw 2 
_ — „ | {4 maund 1 
Goo Bas. > 
Singhara — ditto 2 
Nour ſhhadul fa: armoniac | | 


, - Articles uſed in the Celebration of the Hooley. | 


Golaul, I vermillion powder with which the 


or, Hindoos cover their bodies at the '- 
Aubar, J feaſt of the Hooley. 
> - aft ſort — — per mund 20 
2d — — — ditto 15 
) 73> $9 0!/cwm — ditto 13 
3 1 „ 
1ſt ſort, Rawree — to | 
. 2d — Moolky - — l : 
Gool Aub. | 
| iſt ſort x - vai — er maund 20 
2d _ _ ditto 10 


Tale Phoolayl, oil ſcented with flowers per rr 2. 
Tall Looghunara, oil highly ſcented ditto 6 


Choat Raul, ditto extracted from 


Dammer — — ditto 12 


. Argujj, a perfume compoſed of ſandel, | 
and of many other ingredients — ditto | 


Tobacco, &c. 
| Dyſeh tobacco — — per maund 4 
Bhang— —  '— ditto 3 
. Gongah — — — ditto 40 
Chowrous — — — ditto 50 
Banda almonds — ditto 35 
andaum Coyzie almonds — ditto 5 
\ Bat Oo — — ditto 18 
EKeſhmiſh raiſins 3 a 
1ſt ſort — — ditto 50 
2d ditto — ditto 40 
Moonurka, a ſpecies of raifins — ditto 32 


0 000 © © 


w O 000 040 


0000 ha 000 


O 


- 


| Movays ditto ditto 
1ſt — — — per ſeer 


2d — — ditto 
Anaur  Jelalabady, pomgranates of Je- 
lalabad | — ˖ditto 
Nimuck ſalt. 
' 1ſt Nimuck Sindah Poorbee per maund 
ad ditto Sahory — — ditto 
3d ditto Sanber — — ditto 
| Shora falt petre — — ditto 


Kos , of 
Pockibay |} Conn, 


iſt Rooya, or Poomba Pokta 
cotton, ſeparate from the ſeed ditto 
2d Huppos, or Benulladar __ : 


with the ſeeds, — 8 ditto 
F —_— metals. 
aungor, or Xs 1 
EKullie, #1 Tin | ditto 
Juſtuh 2 — — ditto 


Meſs co 5 
I Golus Holendazes — ditto 
ad Meſſay Chanduſey — ditto 
3d ditto Kathee Engrazy — ditto 
it ditto Kodoliah — _. ditto 


— ww „ r 
1ſt fort — — dtitto 
2d — — ditto 


2 demaſked i iron — — ditto. 


umafaut, Akenny, veſſels, pots, \ 
pPauans, &c. of iron — — _ ditto 
_ Berungu, of braſs — — 
.oin A — — — ditto 
2 Meſſie, — — 
Bhureet, of ball matal — ditto 
China, &c. ſugars. 


Ovlax | ditto - 


Cheny ſuffud w white powdered ſugar ditto 
Shukker brown ſugar — ditto 


Shukker Doyum, ad foit —- 
E Dhutna — — per maund 
Kundy Raub — — ditto 
Ghee, &c. 

Tale oil —— — — ditto 


Banaut woollen cloths. 
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Sultahey Surkh | 
be | = tas — per yard 
ne. — ditto 


Neem Sultanee Surkh, per piece, from 

100 to 120 
Dy are e ditto. — ditto 

ultoo, and white — 
Banalty Londena — — ra 
| Parcha, &c. cloths, &c. | h 
4 ft 


— per ſcore 
_ — | © ditto-- 
3d di — — ditto 
Maldahee Paenrehrungee 
— — — ditto 
— — — ditto 
— — iece 
3 
— — — ditto 


4th — ditto 
Muſhrooh Maldahy, iſt fort — per ſcore 
2d — ditto 


Gurrah, iſt ſort — — ditto 
2d — — ditto 
| — — ditto 
2 — — ditto 
Kharwah, 1ſt ſort — — ditto 
2d - _ — ditto 
30 — — ditto 
Guzzee Su tahatty, 1ſt fort — per 100 yds. 
2d — ditto 
3d — ditto 
Gaſafy Cheet, 1ſt ſort — per ſcore 
2d — — ditto 
3d — — ditto 
4th — — ditto 
' Rezoyee, 1ſt ſort — — ditto 
2d _— — ditto 
3d — — ditto 
th — — ditto 
5th _ — ditto 
Gool Buddun Poſhak 


The price of this kind of Gool Buddun cannot 
be fixed with any kind of propriety, as it va- 
ries greatly according to the difference of 
the patterns, and the ſtate of the market. 


Gool Buddun Turbooty. . 

Rauzee flowered Goolbuddun, of the 

ſort in common uſe — per piece 
Vor. I. XR 


10 


9 
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2d ſort, or plain Goolbuddun per piece 
3d — ditto —  ' , ditto 
4th — ditto. — _ ditto 
f 5th — ditto — . ditto 
Peelaum — per how. 
Sauree Aubree Shue Ouſeet — ditto 
Dooreah Tindah, 1 fort — ditto 
2d ditto — ditto 
Ditto Benares — — ditto 
Jaum Daunee Tenda, 1ſt fort — ditto 
| 2d — ditto 
Doorea Purbay Rawſee — ditto 
Mulmul Rawſee Nuddea — ditto 
Khaſaw Jehanguirnagoree Ouſet — ditto 
Dooraa ditto — Rawſee — ditto 
Terundam — — per piece 
Tunzeb Jehanguirnagores — per ſcore 
Shubnum — per piece 
Cheet Sharaudpery, uſt ſort — = ſcore 
— ditto 
75 „ ditto 
4th — ditto 
5th — ditto 


Puſhmenah. 

Shaul Roomaul, Jamawar, Kummurband, & c.— 
The pieces of theſe articles muſt de end FE 
their * — and ſtate of the 


Kim Caub Benaruſſy. 


The price of theſe articles varies from 1 5 to 100 
Rs, according to its quality, and the ſtate of 


the market. 

Looce, iſt ſort — — ditto 
2d — | — ditto 
3d — — ditto 
4th * — ditto 

Gaulecha, per yard, from 1 to 12. 8 

Shuhungee Sootee, per yard 

Ditto Puſhnuma 3 . 

Kumbul blankets  — 0 ditto 

a 2d ſort — — ditto 


Zurbafty Benares - price to be 8 accord - 


ing to the quality of the article, and the ſtate 
of the markets. 

Dooputtah and Woorney Benares - price to be de- 
termined by the quality of the goods. and the 
ſtate of the bazar. 

Dhotey Benares Reyſtum, Kenary, price variable. 

Duſtar, price from 1 to 7 Tn. 


200 
250 
200 
50 
225 
50 


— 
O 
O00000000000000000000GV000ea 
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8 
0 oo 
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Tauck o Baudelah Nookeyer filyer tiſſue , ſilver g 


thread, tinſel, &c. 
rſt : Reyſtrouges, Rootedar, filver flowered 


ſk fort _ — per Tolah x 8 
2d — _ ditto I 4 
2d Saudeh. — lain. 31 ek | 
- iſt fort — — '— ditto 1 4 
1 — ditio 0 14 
Touſhy Telanyee, gold tiſſues. 
9 9 iſt Ki mey n flowered ſort. | 
iſt — ditto 2 0 
ö 2d —ͤ— 6114 
2d Tom lad. | | 
— — — ditto 1 8 
2d — ditto LY 
Kenavree Telanyee, gold fringe — ditto 2 © 
Kenavree Nuckrie, filver ditts — ditto 1 10 
Gotch Telunyee, gold lace _ ditto $8 
Gotch Nuckire, filver ditto — ditto I 12 
Goolau Cattoon T nue, . thread. 
1ſt ſort ditto 114 
2d — — ditto bi 
30 — — ditto 5 
Newar, &c. webs, threads, &c. | 
iſt ſort — — per Maund 40 0 
; 2d — — ditto 32 8 
Sothee Bareeck fine thread, 
According to its quality, and ſtate of the market. 
Soothee Gundeh, coarſe thread — ditto 20 © 
Abreſhum filk. | 
See Nuckee — _ per ſeer 7 o 
Purige — — — ditto 9 © 
Huft _ — ditto 1x © 
Kuſhlee and Tooreh _ ditto 3 8 
Durie — — ditto 5 8 
Shufta — — ditto 1 8 
Ge Bareck _— — ditto "3h, 
Ditto —— Gundah — ditto 4 © 
Muktool, iſt and 2d forts — ditto 11 © 
Punch Rung _ — ditto 16 © 
_ Chillah — ditto © 12 
Kutcher Bu — ditto o 10 
. 0 * 1 
— ya 10 © 
= — — " ito 8 o 
3d A — — ditto 6 o 
: 4th — — ditto . 4 30 
5th — — ditts 2 © 
X 2 SGrullaut 
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Gullaut, grain, | | 
Beraunjey Baumbaraby rice, of Baumba - 


rab — per maund 0 
Ditto — Baureck fine rice 5 ditto 5 8 
Ditto — Gundeh coarſe ditto — 114 
Mauſh horſe grain — — I © 

Moong — — — I © 
Mutter — peaſe _ — 0 10 
Gundum — wheat _ — O 14 
ow — barley — —ũ—— O 11 
rſoon — rape — — I © 
Rye —— muſtard ſeed — — 9 14 
Hoonjed — — —. I 0 


The value of all articles not ſpecified in the above table, 
is to be determined by their quality, and the market price, 
and the duty of 5 per cent. upon the value ſo aſcertained to 
be paid accordingly. oy 

A true copy. 8 
(Signed) E. HAY: 
Sub · ſecry. to the Honble. Bd. 


Ordered, That copies of the foregoing papers be tranſ- 
mitted to the Honourable Court of Directors, numbers in 
the packet by the S urprize. 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 14th January, 


IHE following letter from the Refident at Benares hav- 
ing been received on the 5th inſtant, the accounts of diſ- 
burſements therein mentioned were ſent to the Accomprant 
8 and the bills and their invoice to the Sub Trea- 

rer. | 5 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 
J have the honour to incloſe you an account of the re - 
ceipts and diſburſements at this "Treaſury, from 16th Au- 
guſt to 7th December, 1784, by which you will perceive 
that the balance remaining in my hands is Benares Sicca 
rupees 2,400. 7. , and the balance due from Baboo Aſſaib 
Sing, on Account of ' Rajah Myhipnarain's 12th kiſt 
AuguR. 
for Bhadoon, is Benaras Sicca rupees 4, 30,000, liquidating 
| ti | 


_—_  * ; 
the 1ſt and 2d kiſt for Alten and Catuk ; the Naib aſſures 
me, that the Waſelaut, on which the payment of the ba- 


Augufl. 
lance of Bhadoon depends, will be ſhortly ſettled. 
I alfo have the honour to incloſe the following bills of 


exchange, drawn in your fayour, as follows. vin 


4 
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t Bitt dated 22d September, 1794, drawn by | | 
Major Wan. Sands, on Chace, Croſtes, EG boos t EIS Mi 
Sub Treaſurer, for Calcutta Sicca rupees 
3 Bill dated 3d Octobet, 1784, drawn by Major 
Wm. Sands, on Claud Alexander, Eſq. Mi- 
litary Paymaſter General, in my favour, at ! 
10 days fight, current rupees — $5,500 1 
1 Bill dated x2th October, drawn by ditto, on | 
Charles Croftes, Eſq. Sub Treaſurer, at . 
fight for Ct. Rs. - - - $23,300 
I Bill dated the 16th October, drawn by the _ 
| Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſq. Gover- | 
nor General, on Mr. Wm. Larkins, at 10 We 


days fight - - Currt.ru 70,000 
I Bill dated 18th October, drawn by Major 70 

Wm. Sands, on Claud Alexander, Eſq. Mi- | 

" litary Paymaſter Genl. in my favour, at 10 | il 

. days fight — Current rupees 11, 100 | | 

3 Bill dated 21ſt October, drawn by Major 4118 

W. Sands, on Charles Croftes, Eſq. Sub- | 

Treaſurer, at fight —_— Ge. rup. 40,000 | | 

6 Bills drawn in your favour, as per invoice 1 

incloſed, dated 5th December, 1784, MES +2 

ſe - - Ct. Sa. rupees 2,20, 1 


Benares, I have the honour to be, &c. < io 
xoth Dec. 1784. (Signed) F, FOWKE, 1 
5 | Reſident. 1; 


Extract of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 12th April, 1785. 


READ the. following letter from the Reſident at Be- 
nares. | | 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor þ 
General, &c. Supreme Council. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, [| 

F have the honour to encloſe you an account of the re- } 
ceipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from 16th Ja- 
nuary to 28th February, 1785, by which you will per- [ 
ceive, that the balance remaining in my hands is Benares 1 
Sicca rupees 72,210. f. 3, and the balance due from Baboo 1 
Ajaib Sing, on account of Rajah Myipnarain's 12th kiſt 1 
for Bhadoon, is Benares Sicca rupees 4, 30, ooo, liquidating 
the 4th and 5th kiſts for Pooſe and Maug. 1 
I have alſo the honour to encloſe four bills of ex- | 
change drawn in your favour, for Calcutta Sa. rupees | 
1,35+326. 10. 6, as per invoice incloſed, dated the '28th | 


I have 


111 
* 14 
7 1 


— Cs UL, Pig an 


I have to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Secretary Hay's 
letter of the 19th ultimo: With regard to the balance of 
44 30,000, I beg leave to obſerve, that it is entirely of the 
laſt year 1191, and that it is the groſs balance only, and 
includes the uſual deduction of 1,15,335. — 4, and the 
extraordinary one for the remiſhon of the duty on grain. 
It depends greatly on the adjuſtment. of the account of 
Waſſilauts to know from which of the Farmers the remain- 
- der is due. This account has been referred to the Ameen 
Ally Ibraim Cawn, who is now returned, and to whoſe 
department it particularly belongs. I have every confidence 
in his as, 1 and activity, that it will be ſettled with 
all the expedition which the intricacy of the ſubje& admits 
of; and I ſhall urge to the Naib the neceſſity of enforci 
immediate payment from the perſons from whom 
ſums ſhall appear due. | Nass 
The balance of 72, 210. 8, 3, which appeared in my 
hands by the incloſed account, I have retained, for the pay- 
ment of the arrears of Captain Hogan's and Major Eaton's 
corps, for which I have your commands, by Mr. Secre-/ 
tary Hay's letter of the 15th ultimo. 

After the payment of theſe arrears I ſhall immediately 
remit the balance which may remain. 

J have the honour to be, + 
With the greateſt reſpect, 


Benares, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, - 
4th March, 1785. Your moſt obedient 


and humble Servant, 


Fs, FOWKE, Reſident. 


The Secretary informs the Board, that the accounts 
tranſmitted with the foregoing letter were ſent to the Ac- 
countant General, on the 13th ultimo, and the bills of 
exchange to the Sub- Treaſurer. | 

The Reſident at Benares mentions in his letter“ the 
uſual deduction of 1,15,335. — 4,” to the Naib of the 
Zemindarry : The Board know not of any uſual deduc- 
tion. Deductions have been twice allowed upon ſpecial 
repreſentations ; but as they ariſe from different and un- 
certain cauſes, they cannot be fixed at any given ſum for 
every year. | | 


Read another letter, as follows, from the Reſident at 
Benares. | 4 0 
To the Honourable John Macpherſon. Eſquire, Governor 

General, &c. Supreme Council. 2 


- Honourable Sir, and Sirs, N „ 
I have the honour to encloſe you an open account of the 
diſburſements at this Treaſury, of the balance of my _ 
WES" —- AY | acco 
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nt current, ſent you under date of the 28th ultimo; 
which is liquidated by the payments of the arrears of Cap- 
tain Hogan's and Major Eton's corps, and by the two bills 
of exchange which I herewith have the honour to en“ 
cloſe you, drawn in your favour, for Calcutta Sa, Rs. 
32, 112. 2. 5, as per invoice incloſed. * 
I have honour to be, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

-- - Benares, | 3 e — and 

2th March, 1785. umble Servant, k 
AN * | F. FOWKE, Reſidt. 


Ordered, That the account encloſed in this letter be ſent 
to the Accountant General. * oY 

The Secretary acquaints the Board, that the two bills of 
exchange tranſmitted with it were ſent to the Sub. Trea- 
ſarer on the goth inſtant. 


Read the following letter from the Aſüſtant to the Re- 
fident at Benares. ' 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Members of the Supreme Council. 
Gentlemen, | 
I have the hononr to inform you, that Baboo Durkbidzy 
Sing, the father of Rajah Myipnarain, died in Benares on 
the 25th inſtant. | 
| I have the honour to be, 
___ Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 
Benares, Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
March 26th, 1785. JNO. BENN, - 
"x ho . Afiſtant to the Reſidt. of Benares 


Baboo Durbidzy Sing being at the time of his deceaſe 
conſiderably indebted to the Company, the Board muſt 
ſuppoſe that the Reſident at Benares has taken the moft 
proper and effectual meaſures for recovering the amount 

thereof; but, to meet the poſſibility of the contrary, , 
\- Ordered, That the Secretary do require that ſuch mea- 
ſures may be taken immediately. - a 


Extras of Bengal Secret Conſultations, the 12th May, 1785. 


READ the following letter from the Reſident at 
Benares : | | 
To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor 
General, &c. Supreme Council. 
Honourable Sir, and Sirs, ' | 
I have the honour to encloſe you an account of the re- 
ceipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from the 1ſt — 


the Zziſt March, 1785, liquidating the 6th kiſt for Faugun, 
by which you will perceive that the balance remaining in 
my hands on that day was Benares Sicca Rs. 2,74,351. 5. 4, 
ſince diſburſed, as will appear at the foot of my account. 
The two bills of exchange, and the invoice inſerted in 
my account, under the date of 16th March, 1785, have 
been tranſmitted to your Honourable Board, in my letter 
of the 17th ultimo. 
I have alſo the honour to encloſe you a bill of exchange 
drawn in. your favour, for Calcutta Sicca rupees 2,00,000, 
as per invoice incloſed, dated this day, 
| I have the honour to be, 
With the greateſt reſpect, 
HBenares, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
25th April, 1785, Your moſt obedient and 
Humble ſervant, . 
(Signed) F. FOWRE, 


The Secretary informs the Board, that the bill of ex- 
change of the account tranſmitted with the foregoing let- 
ter, were ſent to the Sub- Treaſurer, and to the Accountant 
General on the 5th inſtant. | 


| | | Read another letter as follows, from the Reſident at Be- 
i . 


To the Honovrable John Macpherſon, Eſquire, Governor 
© General, &c. Supreme Council. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | | 

I have the honour to encloſe you an account of the re- 
ceipts and diſburſements at this Treaſury, from 1ſt to 3oth 
April, 1785, by which you will perceive that the ba- 
lance remainiag in my hands is Benares Sicca rupees 
1,61, 603. 12. 11, liquidating the 7th kiſt for Chiete. 

A bill of exchange, and the invoice inſerted in my ac- 
count under the date of 23d April, 1785, have been tranſ- 
mitted to your Honourable Board in my letter of the 25th 


ultimo. 


I have the honour to be, 
Benares, With the greateſt v 
zd May, 1784. Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Your moſt obedient, 
Humble ſervant, 


Reſidt. 


The Secretary acquaints the Board, that the accounts 
incloſed in the foregoing letter, were ſent yeſterday to the 
Accountant General. | 


4 - 
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' READ the following letter, and its encloſures, from 
the Accomptant General. | 


To the Honourable John Macpherſon, Eſq. Governor 
General, &c. Council of Fort William, in the Secret 


Department. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 
| I am to requeſt to know whether the allowances ſpeci · 
fied in the accompanying liſt of perſons appointed, in con- 
formity to the accompanying extract of the Honourable 
the late Governor General's regulations for Benares, of 


14th July, 1784, may be included with the other eſtabliſh» 


ed allowances that have expreſsly received the Honourable 
Board's authority, as, upon a reference to the Reſident's, 
I do not find that theſe have yet been expreſsly authorized 
by you, the firſt month for which they are charged in the 
Benares accounts is that for Aſin, on the commencement 
of the preſent Fuſſullee year 1192, in September 1784. 

I have the honour to be, | 


Fort William, with the greateſt reſpect, 


Accountant General's Honourable Sir, and Sirt, 
Office, 13 May, - your moſt obedient, 
1785. humble ſervant, 
(Signed) Wu. LARKINS, 
Acct, Genl. 


Extract of the Honourable the late Governor General's 
regulations for Benares, dated the 14th of July, 1784. 


Sixthly, That the Rajah and his Naib ſhall eſtabliſh a 


Cutcherry, or office of Treaſury, for the Amdanny, or 


current receipts of revenue; and Mr, Fowke and the Omil 
ſhall appoint a Mutteſuddie jointly, or one on the part of 
each, who ſhall fir in the ſaid Cutcherry, and keep a ſe- 


parate copy or copies of the accounts of the daily receipts 


and diſburſements, 


A true copy, 
A true 12 (Signed) P. BORDERS. 
(Signed) F.F. A true copy, 


Reſident. (Signed) J. CHEAP. 
| Sub-accompt. Genl. 
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Lift of perſons,” and the allowances affigned to each of 
them, appointed in conſequenee of the late Governor 

. - General's fixth regulation for Benares, of the 14th of 

July. 1784, as extracted from the account current of 

the Reſident at Benares'of March, 1785. 

Coſſinaut Cazanchey - - = $00 © © per month. 

Sunker Pundit Mudſuddie at the 


Naib's Cutcherry | - 200 00 
Biſſonaut ditto ditto 100 © 0 W 
Mudſuddies of Ally Ibrahim Cawn, a 

as Aumeen — - 200 © 0 
13th May, 1785. Total Bs. Sa, Rs. 800 0 0 per month, 

A true Extract. 

(Signed) JI. CHEAP, 
Sub- accompt. Genl. 


Agreed, That the allowances ſpecified in the foregoing 
liſt be permitted; and that the Reſident at Benares do 
tranſmit to the Board copies of all the orders which he re- 
ceived from the late Governor General during his conti- 
nuance at that place. | f 


Extract of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 377 Fuly, 1785. 


Par. 8 5. BABOO Durbetzy Sing, formerly Naib of 
the Zemindary of Benares, having died in March laſt, we 
ſent orders to the Reſident to take proper meaſures. for ſe- 
curing the payment of his debt to the Company, if ſuch 
meaſures had not been adopted before the receipt of our 
inſtructions; we are perſuaded that Mr. Fowke will make 
every exertion for this purpoſe, but we fear without much 
effect, as the eſtate is fs ſed to be inſolvent, or nearly 
ſo—the debt amounts to Ct. Rer2504,923. 11. 8, befides 
intereſt. == | . ; 
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